
Enough is Enough - Advanced Citizenship

At the end of the movie The American President, Michael Douglas, who plays the role of
U.S. President Alan Sheppeard, discusses in a speech the issues of being an involved
citizen in the United States. During most of the movie the president’s moral character is
challenged by Bob Rumsum, a senator who is running against Sheppeard in the next
election. Sheppeard’s team is frustrated because he is unwilling to debate Rumsum on
his personal values.

Sheppeard’s speech…
For the record, yes, I am a card-carrying member of the ACLU, but
the more important question is “Why aren’t you, Bob?” Now this is
an organization whose sole purpose is to defend the Bill of Rights,
so it naturally begs the question, why would a senator, his party’s
most powerful spokesman and a candidate for President, choose to
reject upholding the constitution? Now if you can answer that
question, folks, then you’re smarter than I am, because I didn’t
understand it until a few hours ago.

America isn’t easy. America is advanced citizenship. You’ve gotta
want it bad, ’cause it’s gonna put up a fight. It’s gonna say, “You
want free speech? Let’s see you acknowledge a man whose words
make your blood boil, who’s standing center stage and advocating
at the top of his lungs that which you would spend a lifetime
opposing at the top of yours.” You want to claim this land as the
land of the free? Then the symbol of your country cannot just be a
flag. The symbol also has to be one of its citizens exercising his
right to burn that flag in protest. Now show me that, defend that,
celebrate that in your classrooms.

These are powerful words and resonate with many with the current battles with
individual liberties. We are fortunate to live in a country where we have the right to



choose, the right to practice the beliefs that touch our souls, the right to freely travel,
and the right to make our own decisions. At times, we take these freedoms for granted
because we trust others to make good decisions, we trust public services to keep us
safe, and maybe most of all, we tend to trust that our elected officials are not going to
create laws that infringe on our rights or beliefs.

As Americans, we’ve demonstrated in the streets, fought wars, and followed great
leaders for the rights and freedoms we all enjoy. The struggles (war) to end of slavery,
women's suffrage, immigration, and with each of these groups, the struggles continues
now for equity and all the freedoms granted within the Constitution. Even with the
constitution as a guide, we continue to attempt to pass laws to reduce or limit access or
justify why rights are not granted. Too often if the laws don’t affect us personally, we fail
to stand for the oppressed.

If we believe what our forefathers once said, “All men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” Unfortunately, people continue to cross
the line; some individuals in our country believe it is their right to determine what should
make everyone happy, individuals who want to impose the beliefs of their religion upon
the beliefs of others.

Where does it stop? You don’t have to be a child of the 60’s to feel the infringements of
those in power over those who have no power. These heavily funded groups are
developed to elect, influence, and bully elected government officials to create laws that
benefit a few and challenge many. Even when the new laws blur the lines and infringing
on those constitutional rights, yet they are allowed to continue. Unfortunately these new
laws are leaving behind those with the greatest needs, individuals without a voice, and
those without power.

It’s obvious some refuse to learn from our past (even banning the conversations in
schools).  Unfortunately, our country may find itself on the path to repeat the nightmares
of our own history if we can’t get people to recognize these issues are real before it is
too late. It is time to get involved and have a voice to push back and demand better
opportunities for all, not by restricting, but by enabling equitable opportunities for all.
Remember, advanced citizenship is hard, because it requires accepting those
differences we don’t always understand.

Here is an article of those pushing against public education

https://apnews.com/article/entertainment-elections-education-school-boards-teaching-059f2465829ab009394469b95c8cc94a


The following quote by Abraham Lincoln in 1854 hangs on the basement wall of the
Kansas Capitol, “Allow ALL the governed an equal voice in the government, and
that, and that only, is self-government.”


