
EDWIN MARKHAM MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 2800 Moulton Drive, Placerville, CA 95667  

530-622-0403 - 622-5584 (Fax) 

April 8, 2019 

Dear 6th & 7th Grade Markham Students and Parents: 

We are excited to share our plans for the 2019-2020 school year, with the new 

modified block schedule for our students. This shift in scheduling provides our 

students and faculty with improved opportunities to explore topics in-depth and to 

extend hands-on learning across the content areas while experiencing fewer 

transitions within their day. Staff spent time researching different options and this 

new schedule is one that best serves our students.  Students will no longer need to 

rush through the unpacking and packing up of the 52-minute periods. In the longer 

periods, students will have more opportunities to immediately receive individual 

instruction or clarification, as needed.  

Under the new schedule, Mondays will be the usual Early Release 6-period day.  

Homeroom, Break, Lunch and passing periods also remain the same length 

throughout the week. Tuesday through Friday will be “block” days, in which only three 

periods will meet. During the block periods, classes will meet for 91 minutes.  

Students will alternate between periods 1, 2, and 3 one day, and periods 4, 5, and 6 

the next day.   

In addition to the block periods, students will also participate in a 45-minute “flex” 

period.  During this time, students will be scheduled for either math or English 

intervention, or have a chance to take an exploratory class.  The flex classes will be 

scheduled in four-week sessions.  This allows students in need of support to access it 

more quickly, and students who are in yearlong electives, such as band or drama, will 

have access to intervention without having to lose their elective class.   

We will also use the flex-time to more closely monitor work completion.  Students who 

are missing significant assignments, or experience extended absences will use the flex-

time to get work completed without missing their regular classes.   

Throughout the year, students will be able to choose from different flex-time sessions 

such as robotics, rollercoasters, music sectionals, or creative writing. Offerings are still 

being finalized.  We believe this new schedule will enable a better educational 

experience for all students. 

As with any change, we will have some challenges. To prepare for the transition, this 

spring teachers are receiving professional development in the area of planning for 



block periods.  We recognize the difference in lengthening the class period and are 

seeking ways to effectively structure the time to maximize student engagement and 

learning.  In addition, we are gathering resources needed for any of the new offerings.   

One change that will directly affect students is attendance.  It is very important for 

families to note that missing a block day class will be similar to missing two periods 

for that class. Connected to this is the increased need for students to be organized.  

We have built in several ways to monitor students’ organization and help them be 

successful.  

Below is a sample bell schedule. We will be holding an informational meeting on 

Thursday, April 25th, at 6:00pm in the Library.  This will be an opportunity to hear 

more about the schedule and ask any questions.   

In the meantime, please call our office with any questions and I will be happy to speak 

with you.  Thank you for your support and entrusting us with the education of your 

children. 

Regards, 

 

Terry Edinger 

Principal 

Tuesday – Friday 
Bell Schedule 

 

Homeroom 7:50 - 8:09 19 

Period 1/4 8:12 - 9:43 91 

Break 9:43 - 9:48 5 

Period 2/5 9:51 - 11:22 91 

Lunch (1st) 11:22 - 11:57 35 

Flex Time (1st) 12:00 - 12:45 45 

Flex Time (2nd) 11:25 - 12:10 45 

Lunch (2nd) 12:10 - 12:45 35 

Period 3/6 12:48 - 2:19 91 

Tuesday & Thursday: Periods 1, 2, 3 
Wednesday & Friday: Periods 4, 5, 6 


