
Transitioning to the new school
has meant adapting to new rules
that cover everything from
restroom passes to where students
may consume food and drink.

No time to lollygag in the halls
because students have to cover
more ground to arrive to class on
time. Restroom passes are meant
for the nearest restrooms, which
are plentiful. Vice Principal
Steven Edlin has provided only
two passes to teachers: one for the
restroom and one for everything
else.

In efforts to keep the freshly
painted walls and other surfaces
clean and free of staples, tape,
nails, or screws, teachers were
advised to fasten posters and
decorations to walls with nothing

Most IHS students look forward
to their senior year and the
anticipation of the many “last
times”, including pep rallies,
football games, spirit days, and
just being around friends. Senior
Elijah Bustos was also looking
toward celebrating this traditional
rite of passage. He was especially
fond of playing left guard on the
football team, as he had
throughout high school.

Elijah’s world was turned
upside down, however, when his
doctor told him he had stage five
chronic kidney failure. The only
way Elijah could survive and
return to the life he wanted was to
receive a donated kidney.

Football was over for Elijah.
Instead, he had to look forward to
a multitude of doctors' visits and
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First Impressions: Size, Rules, New Resources
and outside picnic style areas were
so trashed.

Drivers and staff have noticed
that the parking is really packed

but sticky tack, according to
Principal Dawn Whidden.
Teachers worked around this
bump in the road with the sticky
putty. “We are still able to have a
creative and spectacular
environment,” senior Tyler Rivas
said.

“I think we covered the walls at
the old building because the walls
were ugly,” Whidden said, “We
were trying to cover it up and
make it a nice environment, but
now that we finally have a nice
new environment, we don’t need
to spend all that time decorating.”

Students are expected to
conceal food or snacks brought
from home in backpacks and wait
until they move to the cafeteria to
eat them. Eating food in hallways,

the courtyard, or classrooms is not
permitted. The courtyard is under
special protection from food and
debris because the old courtyard

With Support, Bustos Overcomes Kidney Failure

Continued on Page 3

which is a tangle of tubes and
wires.

The medical problems for

Elijah were discovered at the end
of his junior year football season.
At this time, Elijah headed to his
doctor’s office for his normal
check up. Following the usual
procedure of the check-up, Elijah
was able to go home with the idea
that everything was as normal as
always.

However, after a week
following the visit, the doctor
brought Elijah and his family back
in to deliver some devastating
news. The doctor explained that
there was an abnormality in the
blood tests that were taken in the
first visit. From this, the doctor
was able to diagnose Elijah as
having a disease known as end
stage renal disease.

End stage renal disease is the
fifth stage of chronic kidney

many rounds of dialysis, a blood
purification process usually
requiring four hours at a time,

By Raine Beckman

By Farrah Gauthreaux

New School Transition

LOST IN SPACE: From left, Aubrey Salinas, Madelyn Hemping, and Brandon Spears stroll
hundreds of more steps in a day compared to the old school just to get from class to class.

Bustos is surrounded by his support group, "BonkGang." Members of football team and friends
stuck by his side throughout his kidney transplant.



As the giant velvet curtains
slowly opened to the anxious
crowd, IHS drama students
performed in competition March
2 at Del Mar College. It was
their final performance as a one-
act team for the last time this
year. They performed well, but
fell one place short of advancing
to the next round of competition,
capturing the alternative award.

In total, ten students
participated in the performance:
Marcus Trevino-Avitia, Brendan
Ferrell, Jacob Reeves, Willow-
Hernandez, John Hawthorne,
Emma Whitehead, Ashtyne
Flores, Harli Hannaman,
Dorothy Pena, Noelle Riley.

This year’s play, titled Noodle
Doodle Box, was about clowns
who were friends, but let another
person divide their friendship.
But, in the end, they repaired the
relationship.

Sponsor Becky Nielsen said
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One-Act Takes Alternative Award

Former Port Aransas ISD
student, who is new to Ingleside
ISD, went shark fishing with his
dad, a Port Aransas fishing guide,
Captain Timmy Oestreich, for his
fifteenth birthday on Jan. 22.
Garner has caught smaller Atlantic
sharpnose sharks before, but he
has never caught anything like the
bull shark he snagged on his
birthday. Garner struggled with
the monster shark, fighting him
for about 25 minutes. “It was
tough, but extremely fun,” Johnny
said.

Prior to Johnny's catch, the
previous junior state record was
held by Dylan Sorrells. His bull-
shark was caught in Galveston
Bay in 2018, weighing in at 44.5
pounds, according to Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department junior
angler records. So, Garner’s 227-
pound catch blew the previous
record out of the water.

Fifteen-year-old Freshmen,
Johnny Garner landed a big
birthday present this year! About
55 miles out in the Gulf of
Mexico, off Port Aransas, he
reeled in a 227 pound bull shark
and set a new junior state record
and water body record.

Garner Sets State Record With Huge Shark

she enjoys “Watching students
blossom on stage, overcome stage-
fright and be successful.” She was
very pleased with their efforts this
year saying, “The cast did really
well this year. Everyone did their
best and should feel very proud to
have received the Alternate
Award Play Plaque. They missed
advancing by only one place.”

The cast put in a much work
preparing for the performance.
Marcus Trevino-Avitia said, “I
met a lot of cool people that were
exactly like me. They were theater
kids, movie nerds, and really cool
people.” It was senior Harli
Hannaman’s last ride and looking
back she said, “I’ve been in One
Act since I was a freshman, and
I’m glad I stuck with it throughout
high school, because it has brought
me a lot of really cool experiences
that I wouldn’t have gotten
without it.”

By Lauren Douglas

From left, Marcus Avitia, Jacob Reeves, Brendan Ferrell deliver the lines in a competitive One-Act
play contest at DelMar Community College. In this scene, the drummer schemes to plot them

against each other (a central theme of the play).

By Lauren Douglas

March 22-24: Ingleside's annual
Round-up Days has come and gone,

once again! The 45-year-old
tradition was a blast for people of
all ages and from throughout the
coastal bend area. IHS students
were scattered all over the fair
grounds and enjoyed the night
while eating their favorite fried
foods and riding thrilling rides.

Freshman Johnny Garner poses next to his
crazy catch! His 227-pound shark set a new
junior state record and water body record.

GJM Elementary
students visit the

face painting station
between games and
health tip stations at
the Health Fair on

March 8.
Volunteers from
IHS were able to
help out at the
event. Here,

Hannah Bearden
applies paint to a
GJM student.

Chacters Set Against Each Other



currently. This will remain until
the end of the year because the
new teacher parking lot is going to
be located where the
undemolished high school stands.
A new parking lot is going to be
paved in the same spot for
students in the 2019/2020 school
year.

Trash, messes, and writings on
walls or tables are a much bigger
deal on the new campus. Rules are
more strictly enforced with no
tolerance, but so far students are
respecting the new environment.
“I feel like there is a sense of pride
amongst our students and that they
want to take care of this building,”
Dawn Whidden said.

New safety precautions are also
being made now that we have the
technology. Officer Jorgensen
monitors the temporary entrance
really closely. Only bus riders are
able to come in through the
cafeteria. Teachers have also
received key cards that they can
scan at every exterior entrance to
enter the school.

In the next school year, new
technology will be able to
electronically unlock the current
entrance doors at say 7:15 and
lock them at 8:10 so that the only
entrance throughout the day will
be the main one. Everyone coming
in through the main entrance will
have to sign in. Entering the
school where the office is will be
similar to how it was before. Glass
in the office is shatterproof to
protect against intruders.

Street names that correspond to
IHS core values have been
integrated into the layout of the
school to direct students to where
things are located. Whidden
thought of this idea on her own,
but didn’t realize until later that
the GJM elementary had the same
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Down Syndrome Awareness Recognized at IHS

medical struggles.
“BonkGang” is a friend group at

Ingleside High School comprised
of 18 members. With the help of
Elijah’s family, the group has been
able to sport many different
“BonkGang” projects, including t-
shirts and bracelets made to
support Elijah in his kidney battle.
With the growth of the group, there
has been many different interesting
twists and and rules added.
However, one thing is for certain,
the group’s main priority has
always been about supporting each
other through hardships. The battle
that Elijah underwent for many
months truly proved this theory as
“BonkGang” kept updated on their
friend’s condition and made sure
that he never lacked support.

delays and physical disabilities
occur. Throughout that person's
development, there are also many
physical differences created.
Despite these changes, those with
down syndrome are amazing
individuals who must overcome a
number of mental and physical
obstacles on a day-to-day basis.
Numerous and diverse ideas and
projects that have been created
throughout the world. Although
students were not able to make a
huge difference this year in
impacting and educating others
down syndrome, we were able to
shine some light and spark a
conversation on the condition
through our apparel here at
Ingleside High School.

layout.
Other new features include

$3,500 smart boards that replaced
the old projectors are in every
classroom, new lights that feature
four brightness settings, and new
triangular desks. Activities for the
courtyard are also being discussed.

Students will be offered many
new opportunities in the new
school, and there seems to be a
new outlook on learning. “I’m
really anticipating the change in
morale of students and staff,”
Whidden said. She thinks that
“having a new building will make
them feel more prideful.”

By Farrah Gauthreaux
Thursday, after spring break,

you may have noticed classmates
or teachers wearing strange socks
and wondered ‘What is going on?’
That Thursday, March 21, is
World Down Syndrome
Awareness Day. A pair of
flamboyant socks are worn on this
day to symbolize the extra pair of
chromosomes that cause the down
syndrome condition.

For those who don’t know,
Down Syndrome is a genetic
disorder caused by an abnormal
cell division producing a partial or
completely full copy of
chromosome 21. When a person is
affected by down syndrome, a
wide range of developmental

No more crowding in the much larger cafeteria!

Crazy Socks on Down Syndrome Awareness Day

Adapting to New School Evironment, from pg. 1
After learning that his kidneys

were functioning at less than 15
percent of their normal capacity,
Elijah understood that there was
much to be done medically to
work toward improving his health.

Elijah spent many days
throughout his senior year
undergoing lengthy treatments and
dialysis. As time went on,
operations, procedures, and
dialysis treatments began to
become routine as Elijah and his
family waited patiently on the
donation of a kidney. After
months of remaining on the list,
the news finally came that there
was a kidney available for Elijah.

Throughout his entire journey,
Elijah has always been
accompanied by steadfast and
devoted assistance from both his
friends and family. In fact, a very
special group of Elijah’s friends
who called themselves
“BonkGang”, made sure to never
leave their friend’s side in his

Constant Medical Battle for Bustos, from pg. 1

Today, Elijah is thankful to be
living his best life after his kidney
transplant in October 2018. Since
then, Elijah remains very cautious
of his health and continues to have
man hospital visits in order to
ensure his safety. However, he has
now been able to comfortably enjoy
all that is left of the magic of his
senior year.

ELA STAAR testing scheduled April 9 and 11.

One of many t-shirts made especially for the
senior members of "BonkGang."




