
By Lead Editor Raine Beckman
IHS student council has

celebrated its thirtieth year
organizing a fundraiser to donate
gifts to needy children in our
community, the “Snowbabies”.
Without generous gifts from our
students and other organizations,
these children would have nothing
under the tree, and, in many cases
not even a tree nor a Christmas
celebration of any kind.

These kids may be living with a
grandparent, a single parent, a
guardian, or in foster care. IHS
students could “adopt” a boy or
girl, 1-18 years old, to ensure that
they will have a gift to open this
Christmas.

Student Council collected items
for three weeks, and they had an
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'Tis the Season for Giving
By Lead Editor Raine Beckman
After 25 years teaching and 16

of those at IHS, Mrs. Rene Puente
has witnessed a plethora of student
personalities, behaviors, dramas,
and successes. However, after
devoting a quarter century to
teaching, she is finally retiring to
reconnect with herself and her
family.

Before teaching, Puente was
enlisted in the air force in cyber
security. At 18, she enlisted
straight out of high school and
was discharged just before her
22nd birthday to care for her
grandparents and to start her own
family.

Puente’s resume is much more
than just teaching English:
coaching boys’ and girls’
basketball, ELL (early English
learners) teaching, Pre-AP and AP
teaching, color guard coach,
sophomore and senior sponsor,
establishing STAAR tutorials, and
always a willingness to help
anyone

from any grade (even elementary).
She also coached all UIL writing
events, and she has worn
counselor’s and nurse’s hats, has
been a “surrogate mother”, and
has taken on a variety of odd jobs
around the school.

Throughout her career, she has
taught every high school grade.
She has "outlasted five principals,
two superintendents in this school
district and one interim
superintendent," she said. A

impressive outpouring of
generosity with a total of more
than 250 presents and $1000 in
money and gift card donations. All
of this generosity (from IHS,
alone) will be handed out directly
to the children so that they can
experience a merrier Christmas.
These donations are distributed to
a wide range of children in
Ingleside, Portland, Aransas Pass,
Rockport, and Taft.

Usually, IHS has a “pretty good
number,” Student Council
Sponsor, Donna Gonzales said,
“At least 50-60 who adopt. As far
as donating money, we usually do
this within the English classes.
Total would probably be about
300 kids who donate money,
items, or time and help.”

Some clubs, like SADD
(Students Against Destructive
Decisions), are requiring members
to adopt a snowbaby in order to
stay in the SADD program.
Student Council members are not
required to adopt, but it does earn
them points for helping and
donating. “We don’t make
anybody do it, because to

me it’s like if they want to help,
then they will… A lot of people
will step up,” Gonzales said.

Gifts are distributed at the
Night of Giving at the Assembly
of God Church in Portland. This
church has also been conducting
the Night of Giving for about 30
years. This night is divided into
two parts. First, children may go to
the church service and eat a hot
meal with their presents. Then, in
the second part, children receive
books, stocking stuffers, and other
small candies and gifts. Children
may also go through bins of gently
used items and donations to
choose anything they like.
Many Student Council members

are involved and enjoy giving at
this time a year. IHS participates
in numerous charity events and
community improvements during
the year. “The season is about
giving, and most kids are excited
about getting gifts from their
parents, but these children won’t
be getting anything if it wasn’t for
us.” Junior Student Council
Member, Megan Jasso said.

Continued on Page 2
Student council participates in Night of Giving.

Engaging Veteran
Teacher to Retire

From left, seniors Megan Whitehead, Farrah Gauthreaux, and (kneeling) Fernanda Gonzales arrange
Christmas gifts for the “Snowbabies”.

IHS students pose in front of tree at annual
Christmas Tree Lighting at Skate Park.



Weather Delays New School Opening

hope to get in soon.”
Many seniors were excited

about the opportunity to be the
first to graduate from the new
school. Senior Bobby Solsbery
said, “I am really excited to see
the school and all the new stuff. I
am looking forward to being the
first class to graduate from it.” So,
when they heard the news of the
delay, this worried many. Some
students are afraid they may not
have the opportunity to finish
senior year in the new school. But
because the plan is to make the
move in March, it is likely seniors
will have the privilege of being the
first graduates from the new
school.

Puente Story Cont.
superintendent,” she said. A
succession of English teachers
have come and gone in the English
department. The list of
responsibilities could overwhelm
many, but Puente says it doesn’t
bother her.

Puente began at South Oak
Cliff, a rough district in Dallas. At
SOC, they were already using
walk-through metal detectors.
Every class period teachers used
detecting wands on each student
who walked in. Many associated
with gang members. The majority
scored very low reading levels, but
she said she was never afraid of
her students. “When it comes to
kids… if you’re a good role
model, and you believe in what
you say, and you’re always honest
and treat them with respect, you’re
good to go.”

When she began teaching in
Ingleside, she realized that we
have a much better school than we
give it credit. “This is a very
likeable school. Every school has
problems. Every school has drugs,
because kids are always going to
be exposed to what goes on in the
real world.” She loves the kids at
our school, and she most likes
making an impact in their lives.
Puente dislikes all the paperwork
and grading.

Much has changed since Puente
began teaching, the most

significant change in technology,
“We used to have pagers, and now
we have cell phones.” She has
taught through huge events like the
Berlin Wall falling, wars ending,
and elections of new presidents.
“Kids don’t look at the news like
they used to, but things that are
grounded, like sports, stay the
same.”

Speaking of sports, she said
that competition has changed. “I
used to see a lot of fire in their
[players] eyes. Winning - that
competitiveness - was huge. You
just kind of see that it’s not that
big a deal anymore to lose a
game.”

Puente still has the same
everyday goals. “I want students to
be comfortable in the environment,
but they know they will learn
something by the time they leave,”
she said. During the middle of this
semester, she decided that she
would retire at Christmas break.
She plans to move to Germany for
an extended stay and take care of
her grandbabies. She wants to
travel and reconnect with her
husband. Her daughter is in the
Army, and she plans to continue
working even though her health is
not the best. Her son-in-law has
been a stay-at-home father for the
past few years, and now he wants
to become a firefighter. Although
sad, she is really excited to be
around her grandsons, because she
has daughters only.

By Lauren Douglas
Expecting a post-Christmas

gift of a pristine new school,
students and teachers are now
disappointedd that they will not
pass through its doors until March.
“Why?” they are asking.
According to principle Dawn
Whidden, the new school opening
delay is simply due to rainy, cold
weather. So, that puts students and
staff in the new building around
March 2019.
Inclement weather for the past few
months has taken about 96 days of
construction time, Whidden said.
“We can't really control mother
nature. We are disappointed but

Members of Student Council pose with the 8,761 donations of canned and non-perishable food for
families in need around the community.

Much larger classrooms with interactive boards and newer technology will be provided for students
in March of the new year.

Construction workers finish the Cafetorium in new school estimated to be done March, 2019.



B-ball Players See New
Intensity, Dedication

few games didn’t go as planned.
Following these disappointments,
the team had a group meeting and
talked about the team's dedication
to the sport. Following the
meeting, the team began to work
better together than it had earlier.
Everyone kept focus on one goal:
to WIN.

Pushing for the top spot since
the meeting, Ingleside players’ did
not capture first, but did get
second. “Even though we didn’t
make it to the top, we all felt our
goal was reached and knew we
could do better as long as
everyone kept working together,”
Ledezma said. “Practice became
more intense, and everyone
remained focused with the
passion to compete.”

Ingleside will start district play
Dec. 17, and they are entering
with an 8-10 record. Mustangs
have grown as a team and feel
unstoppable, Ledezma said. “In
district, every game counts for
something, and every possession
is important. So, if we treat it that
way, I think we can win out,”
Cobe Reeves said.

By Isaiah Ledezma
In Isaiah Ledezma’s experience,

basketball has changed . “I see the
players work harder and strive for
greatness every year. I have been
on the basketball team since
tryouts of my freshman year. Now,
I am a senior in my last season,”
Ledezma said.

Basketball workouts and fast-
paced games can exert tremendous
stress on the body and mind.
Players prepare for this demanding
sport by running “suicides”
(seemingly endless sprints up and
down the court), running plays,
lifting weights, and suffering
soreness to make the day after a
living hell. “We start around
September and work out most
days of the week, waking up and
arriving at school by 6:45 a.m,”
Ledezma said. “Some days after a
really hard workout, they can
barely pick up their arms.” Coach
Fred Keith said,” In my lifetime of
coaching I've never seen so many
men want to be successful and
work so hard.”

But after all this sweat and toil
in practice, the Mustangs’ first

By Lauren Douglas
Another year of special

olympics is upon us. Throughout
the year, the Miracle Mustang
athletes compete in bowling,
volleyball, basketball, track and
field, and aquatics.

So far, they have competed in
bowling and volleyball for the
2018-2019 school year. Fourth
place winners in Volleyball
included Jimmy Leister, Briana
Cantu, Erica Sanchez, John
Rowan, Roel Navarro, Julian
Miller, Austin Shanika, and Alex
Ambrose.

Not just anyone can compete.
In order to qualify, an individual
must have an intellectual
disability. Coach Kangas is the
head of delegation for the team
and is assisted by Mrs. Mari
Copeland and seven regular staff
volunteers. They are in charge of
21 athletes from the high school,
junior high, and BSE.

Miracle Mustangs Compete in Another
Year of Various Athletic Contests

For the miracle mustangs,
basketball is just around the
corner. They are set to begin their
preparation after the Christmas
break. During the competition
they compete as a team. If they
are unable to compete in the team
event, they can participate in
individual events like dribbling,
shooting, and passing skills.

Mrs. Copeland in charge of
the student volunteers. In order to
become a volunteer you must be
either a junior or senior. Next,
you fill out an application form
and turn it in to Mrs. Copeland.
As a volunteer, you are expected
to set an example for the athletes,
be continually vigilant and
cognizant of the safety of the
athlete, be loyal to your
commitment and to Special
Olympics.

Coach Keith encourages Inlgeside Varsity Basketball Team to win the game and continue to work
hard.

Top photo: Student rides a "bouncy-ball pony" in
a race at Miracle Mustang meet.

Bottom photo: IHS Band puts on a show for the
annual Christmas Concert. Grades 6-12 get to
show their skills to parents, family, and anyone

else who may come to enjoy the music.




