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'Better Late than Never' No Longer Acceptable

Before being considered for a
role, a student must have a 92
percent grade point average and
maintain a grade point average of
no less than 95 percent once
inducted. He or she must then fill
out the application and write the
essay. Then comes the teacher
evaluation and the faculty council
evaluation. Any student who
meets these requirements can
become a member.

Stacy Ostrom and Robin
Palmer are the sponsors of NHS.
Looking forward to the new year,
Mrs. Palmer said, “I enjoy being
a sponsor because I get to be with
a group of kids who are genuinely
interested and excited about
things beyond academics, They
look beyond themselves and are
ultimately selfless. These kids
aren't about entitlement. They are
about the others and that makes
me feel good."

Continued on pg 2

By Raine Beckman, Lead Editor

“Better late than never” is no
longer acceptable at Ingleside High
School. To reduce the lost class
time by the growing number of
student tardies, a new tardy policy
has been established, according to
Principal Dawn Whidden.

IHS staff devised a new system
of consequences for tardies and
rewards for prompt attendance
because they determined the
previous system of imposing lunch
detentions punishment from past
years was ineffective.

Teachers brainstormed ideas
and created better solutions. They
wanted not only to punish students
who were constantly tardy, but also
reward those who always made it
to class on time.

“We wanted to be able to
reward the students who have zero
tardies, those kids who do
everything the right way, all the
time,” Whidden said.

The new consequences for
students who are tardy range from
detention and other teacher-made
in-class punishments, to assigning
a full day of ISS. Tardies for first
period are the most abundant. So,
for the future, students must come
into the office and sign in so that
the tardy is tracked. Tardies for

the remainder of the day are
tracked by teachers. After the
fourth tardy, central office will
write referrals to the principal.

On some days, students late to
first period will walk through a
metal detector and have their bags
searched. This is not a punishment
but actually a practice for certain
staff members to learn how to use
the equipment as quickly as
possible.Use of the metal detector
will not be an everyday activity.
Rather, it is an approach to work
smarter and be safer.

Although rules come with
consequences for violating them,
teachers and administrators also
created new rewards for students
who are never tardy.

For the grade level with the
least tardies at three weeks, there
will be a free ice cream pass to use
in the cafeteria. The grade level
with the least tardies at six weeks,
will receive 30 minutes of free
time in the gym on pep rally.

By Lauren Douglas
The IHS National Honor

Society’s 15 members grew to 54
when the organization inducted a
whopping 39 new members on
Tuesday, October 23.

During the induction, the
audience, filled with proud
families and friends, watched as
certain current members escorted
inductees to their designated seats.

Next, members and inductees
lit handheld-candles, each
symbolizing the eternal light of
knowledge. Each officer lit four
candles representing scholarship,
leadership, service, and character,
the four pillars of the National
Honor Society. Each inductee
pledged to uphold these attributes,
and spread the light of their hard
earned knowledge.

New members were then
draped with white collars and
charged to go forth to serve as a
member of the National Honor
Society.

Only a certain caliber of
scholars are chosen to be a
member of NHS.

Record Number
Inducted Into NHS

LATE AGAIN: Sophomore, Dylan Skene signs
in tardy at the front office to get a pass to class. Senior, Hannah Lamas, lights her candle of

knowledge in NHS induction ceremony.

Proud parents and students are all smiles during NHS ceremony in which near record 39 students
were inducted.

HAUNTED HOUSE
PROJECT- From left, juniors Sarah
Michaels, Hayden Canales, and

Daniel Zuniga look at various student
models of life-sized Haunted Houses.
The project, assigned by English

teacher Mrs. D.J. Gonzalez, required
not only the three-dimensional model,
but they also wrote advertising and
promotional text, planned schedules,
ticket prices, profits, and expenses as
in any entrepreneurial investment.
Projects were judged by students and
faculty, overall winner awarded a

“free test pass”.



New Tardy Policy Cont.
Rewards for individuals are even
better. A student with zero tardies
in the entire first semester can
attend the movies with other kids
who were always on time for
class. Students with zero tardies
all year will are awarded an
outing to the Rockport beach.

"So far, we still have work to
do on our first period tardies, but
throughout the day, the tardies
have decreased. I am hoping that
the rewards and incentives that
we are trying to create will
possibly motivate some to be a
part of that,” Whidden said.

Robotics Glimpses High-Tech Future
By Bobby Solsbery
Imagine being able to build

an underwater robot that can
perform various human-like tasks.
IHS students live in a marine
environment with a need for
creative, well-trained personnel to
design and operate equipment
such as underwater robots and
other machines.
Ingleside High School Robotics

Club aims to help teach members
the basics of engineering,
including wiring, soldering, and
using science to build and use
robotics. In its second year,
Ingleside District Librarian Mrs.
Salina Zambrano sponsors the
group.

Freshman in the club are
currently working on an
underwater rover, Zambrano said.
They are tasked with putting
together a motherboard, making it
waterproof, and keeping it
buoyant. Older members are
putting together a smart robot car
kit. Zambrano said these students
are learning the technology for the
computer parts and building the
motherboard. They have to strip
wires, solder, and ensure it is built
correctly. All of these

activities require much hands-on
manual construction.

Last year, the team had
planned to compete in contests,
but due to the obstacles Hurricane
Harvey created, they were
delayed. As a result, members
competed with each other, using
Ingleside’s Best Western motel
swimming pool. Because the
Ingleside district cut funding for
materials and supplies for this
school year, it is likely the club,
Zambrano said, will have to copy
last year’s activities. Zambrano
said the team hopes to have it’s
own fundraising events in the
future to purchase what they need
to compete with other teams next
year.

By Lauren Douglas
Lady Mustang Volleyball

players lost in Kingsville in the
first round in playoffs Tuesday,
Oct. 30 in a back-and-forth contest
until the La Feria Lady Lions
surged ahead, spoiling Ingleside’s
hopes in a three-set match.

The Lady Mustangs can take
pride, however, in making it to the
playoffs, an accomplishment that
had not been achieved since 2012.

Head Coach, Holly Muniz had
been preparing the 13-member
team for playoffs from the
beginning of two-a-days in
August. Muniz’s quotes before the
playoff showed her high hopes
when she said, “We have worked
very hard to earn the opportunity

During Red Ribbon Week, SADD members, Junior Christina Chapa, Sophomores Lindsey Jaime,

Clarissa Garza, and Michaela Gonzales, pledged to be drug-free.

to advance to playoffs. This has
been our goal since day one. We
are not content with just getting to
this level. We want to come out
Tuesday and take the win! This is a
special group of young ladies and I
believe we have what it takes to go
deep into the playoffs!”

Seniors Abby Perez, Maleia
Taylor, Brianna Garcia, Cinthia
Garcia, Amanda Clarkson, Natalie
Villarreal, Myranda Billman, and
Yoshsine Garcia played their very
last High School volleyball game
in this playoff match.
Junior Andrea Torres said, “The
seniors played a big role on the
team this year. We are all going to
miss them and are sad to see them
go.”

The Lady Mustangs huddle up before their first and last playoff game against the La Feria Lions.

Robotics Club member, senior James Driscoll,
assembles electronic circuitry on his

underwater robot.

Senior, Mary Ruff and Junior, Jocelin Agnew
assist a student reacting to loud noises in a Corpus

Christi bowling alley. More than 40 students
volunteered to assist with helping the students at

various sporting events.

Lady Mustang Volleyball Playoff Run



Two Athletes Share their Stories

Senior, Patrick Williams at National Contest.

By Bobby Solsbery
“Ever since the first day of my

freshman year, I have been a
member of the cross country team.
Now, I am a senior with just a few
meets left,” Bobby Solsbery
remembered. “Although the team
is mostly unrecognized, all the
runners in cross country really
came together as a family to
become more successful. We have
worked hard and grown together
without needing all the attention.”
Countless miles run by Solsbery

and team are unimaginable to
those who don’t run. “We start
about a month into the summer
and run most days of the week,
waking up and arriving at school
by 7 a.m. so we may practice in
Corpus Christi for the beach and
bridge trek or to Portland for some
hill work,” Solsbery said. “ About
twice a week we had double
practices and showed up at about 6
pm. for another workout, usually a
lighter one of only around five
miles, give or take, instead of the
usual seven plus.”

Solsbery described running the
bridge [Harbor Bridge] in pouring
rain with 18-wheelers whizzing
by, drenching them with dirty
water and then running the beach
down and back in the light sand.
“We have run in the unbearable
heat, the rainy days, the freezing
cold, and through all the mud,
mosquitos, and sand you can think
of,” he said.

But all of the torment and tiring
training pays off when the team
reaps huge performance results.
“We’ve woken up as early as 3:45
to get to our meets on time to run
our 5k, and for our girls their 2 or
3 mile runs. We suffer through all
the leg pains and injuries, from
shin splints, to strains, to some
swollen knees and even bruised up

"Sometime during the season we
all get hit by the injury bug.”

Even after running through the
injury-plagued meets, the cross-
country team knows that when
district comes, it’s time to suck it
up and “gut it out”. This years
varsity boys’ team placed second
overall as a team in the district
meet with two individuals in the
top 10 (5th and 6th). Ingleside
girls’ varsity placed fourth, just a
fraction below to prevent
advancing to regionals. The girls
simply had too many injuries and
obstacles to overcome.

“Our guys will run in the
regional meet October 22. This
will be my second time going as a
team and fourth time overall. We
are currently practicing in the cold
and wet mornings and cold windy
afternoons,” Solsbery said. We
will be ready to go come regionals
and compete our best as a unit and
individually, because this is what
our countless miles and hours have
come down to.

Williams Places 4th at
National Meet

By Patrick Williams
“When I first started

powerlifting I had no idea I would
be traveling all the way to
Washington state to compete for a
national title,” senor Patrick
Williams reminisced. A member
of the IHS powerlifting team,
Williams decided to also pump
iron outside the high school venue
by entering the United States
Association of Powerlifting
(USAPL), a competition in which
he captured fourth place.
The major difference between the
USAPL and the Texas High
School Powerlifting Association
federations are the rules and
guidelines for lifters. The USAPL
federation has strict rules and
stringent drug testing.
“My journey started [during] my
junior year of high school when I
was curious about the sport of
powerlifting. I had always been
strong, but I never took it seriously
until I realized I could actually do
something with my talent.”
Williams said. As a junior, he
competed in regionals, then took a
couple of months off to
“...rethink.”
“I was discouraged that I didn’t
make it to state, and [worried] I
would never be strong enough.”
Fast forward a few months: “I had
gotten back into lifting and had the
urge to compete again.” A friend,
Andres Ramos, a world champion
powerlifter for the 59kg (130
pounds) weight class, became his
coach and gave him the keys he
needed for success, guiding
Williams.
“From this point on, I trained to
compete in my first meet that I
would hope to qualify for
nationals. I trained six days a
week, taking one day off for rest.

Fatigue kicks in after lifting for a
long period of time. There were
days I really didn’t want to go into
the gym and work out, but I still
had to put the work in and get it
done. I had more good days than
bad, fortunately, which led to good
motivation,” Williams said.
Because of injuries Williams’
routines were set back. He realized
he would have to battle his way
back. “But I will stay on top of it
to make sure it doesn’t get too
bad,” he said. “After overcoming
this, I suffered a groin injury and
had to choose whether to keep my
deadlift stance wide close due to
my groin mobility.”
“Before competing at nationals I
had to qualify in a USAPL
sanctioned meet,” Williams said.”
I competed at the South Texas
Showdown in McAllen, Tx, where
I placed 1st and had a 1,146 pound
total, which qualified me to go to
Raw Nationals in Spokane, WA”
Williams flew to Spokane,
Washington for the competition
and forced himself to eat very
little. I wasn’t able to eat much my
days leading up to the meet since I
had to weigh in at 83kg (183lbs).

“While competing in Spokane,
Washington I had a fun time,”
Williams said. “I squatted (451),
benched (303), and deadlifted
(475). I left a lot in the tank on my
squat and bench, saving energy for
a big deadlift. The plan was to try
and pull (520) to secure the second
place spot or pull an easy (507) to
secure third, but something was
just not there that day.”
“My biggest goal is to compete for
a world title, and I hope to
compete at the World
Championships the year of 2020 or
2021. I see a big future for myself
as I have just started so early on
and haven’t even had one full year
of training. I haven’t tapped into
my true potential yet.”

Cross Country Puts
Muscle to the Mettle

Senior, Bobby Solsbery, placed 1st with
teammate Asher Thomas at West Guth Meet.




