PITTSFIELD HIGH SCHOOL GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT

Careful study of this pamphlet by you will result in a better insight into course
content, objectives, and assignments in each subject area. The assignments and course
content may vary from time to time, but are generally outlined below.
You should feel free to take this pamphlet home to your parents and discuss with
them questions you have concerning your new schedule. You will be called individually to
enroll for the classes you desire to take. Any questions or particular problems will be
discussed at that time. Once you have enrolled in a class, no withdrawal from the class will
be considered unless the teacher recommends it, or a justifiable reason is given.
DESCRIPTION OF COURSES
AGRICULTURE
Introduction to the Agriculture Industry (Ag 1)
Level: 9, 10, 11

(1 credit)

Prerequisite: None

This introductory course provides an opportunity for students to learn how the
agriculture industry is organized; the economic influences of agriculture at state, national, and
international levels; and the scope and type of job opportunities in the agriculture field.
Applications are presented both in agribusiness and production. The course will focus on basic
concepts and introducing and developing basic skills in animal science, plant and soil science,
agricultural mechanics, horticulture, agricultural resources, agribusiness management, and the
National FFA organization. Students will start an SAEP and will be introduced to leadership,
citizenship, and cooperation skills through the FFA.
Agricultural Science (Ag 2)
Level: 10, 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: Intro. to Ag.

This course is built on the basic skills and knowledge gained from the introductory
course. Major units of instruction include continuing emphasis on plant and soil science,
advanced animal science and agricultural mechanics skills. Applied math/science skills are
stressed throughout the course. Included in the course is continuation and expansion of the
student’s SAEP. Students will further develop leadership, citizenship, and cooperation skills
through the FFA.

Agribusiness Operations (Ag 3)
Level: 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: Ag. Science

This course combines subject matter and planned learning experiences concerned with
the principles and processes involved in conservation and/or improvement of natural resources
such as air, forests, soil, water, fish, plants, and wildlife for economic and recreational purposes.
Major units of instruction include an emphasis on agricultural electrification, surveying,
advanced animal science, and agricultural mechanics skills necessary for maintaining and
repairing equipment and/or facilities. Applied math/science skills are stressed throughout the
course. Students will further develop leadership, citizenship, and cooperation skills through the
FFA.
Agriculture Business and Management (Ag 4)
Level: 11, 12

(1 credit)

Prerequisite: Ag Operations

This course is designed to develop student knowledge and skills in the area of
agribusiness operations and management. Instructional units include organization and
functions of agriculture business, agricultural business math, agriculture business procedures
including microcomputer applications and human relations skills, as well as sales related duties.
Another goal of this course is to increase student knowledge and skills in appropriate
agricultural products and service areas indicated by regional and/or state labor market data.
Included in the course is continuation and expansion of the student’s SAEP. Students will
further develop leadership, citizenship, and cooperation skills through the FFA.
Horticulture Science
Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: None

This introductory course consists of organized subject matter and practical experience
concerned with the culture of plants used principally for ornamental and aesthetic purposes.
Instruction emphasizes knowledge and understanding of the establishing, maintaining and
managing ornamental horticulture enterprises involved in the production, processing,
marketing, and servicing or ornamental horticulture products. Instruction will take place in the
classroom, field, laboratory, and greenhouse. Included in the course is the development of
an/or expansion of the student’s SAEP. Students develop leadership, citizenship, and
cooperation skills through the FFA.

ART

Basic Art
Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: None

This is a first year basic art course for all high school students who have never taken an
art course at the high school level. This course is required, with a passing grade, before a
student may advance to the other courses.
This course goes along with the book Understanding Art. Starting with the elements of
design and the principles of design, the students learn basic design techniques and advance to
portraits, 1 point perspective, drawing landscapes and still-life. They learn how to use various
art media such as ebony pencil, colored pencil, tempera paint, clay, ink, scratchboard, linoleum
block, watercolor, etc.
Painting & Drawing
Level: 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Basic Art

In this art course, students learn to draw, paint and shade to make objects, people and
landscapes look 3 dimensional. Students use pencils, pastel chalk, acrylic paint, and watercolor
paints.
Students who have successfully completed Basic Art make take this class.
The Study of Impressionism
Level: 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Basic Art

A two dimensional design course. This course is a study of European and American art
in the 1800's. Includes pre-Impressionism, Impressionism and Post Impressionism. Students
paint a landscape, a still life, and do life drawing.
Multi-Cultural Art
Level: 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Basic Art

A two and three dimensional design course studying the art of India, Africa,
Pre-Columbian art, the art of Islam, and Native American art. Projects include: weaving, clay,
masks, sandpainting, plus more.

Modern Art (1900 - 1940)
Level: 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Basic Art

A study of Picasso, German Expressionism, and Frank L. Wright. Students paint, sculpt
from plaster, and do a linoleum block print.
Portfolio Design
Level: 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Basic Art

Students will work toward assembling a body of work to present as a portfolio for talent
grants and scholarships. Students will work on drawing, painting, sculpture, and print-making
techniques.
Commercial Art
Level: 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Basic Art

Layout and design, lettering, cartoons, interior design, jewelry making
Art of the Present
Level: 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Basic Art

Art of 1940 to present day. Students will study abstract expressionism, new realism, Op
art, Pop art and multi-media art. Students will make works in the style of the modern artists.
16th & 17th Century Art
Level: 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Basic Art

The study of Baroque and Rococo art. Students will study the work of Rubens,
Velazquez, Caravaggio, Rembrandt, and Goya. Projects will include a clay head and a lithograph
print. There is a lot of drawing in this class.

BUSINESS AREA

Keyboarding/Intro to Computers

(1/2 credit)

Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

Prerequisite: None

This course is for students who need to improve keyboarding skills before proceeeding
to additional computer courses. Students start from the beginning, with touch typing
fundamentals and techniques stressed.
Information Processing 1A

(½ credit)

Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

Prerequisite: Keyboarding skills will promote & help with
success in this course.

Required before taking any other course listed in the business area with the exception of
Accounting and Consumer Education. Uses Microsoft Word and excel to create business
documents. It is recommended that students take Info Processing 1B as a follow up to this
course.
Information Processing 1B

(Computer Lab)

Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)

Prerequisite: Keyboarding and/or Info Processing 1A

This course is designed to increase your competency and productivity using Google
Apps. Students will use school and workplace themes to introduce them to the basics and
much more of Google’s productivity Apps. Lessons focus on a hands-on approach using Drive,
Docs, Slides, Sheets, Forms, and Drawings. Next, the course moves into Google Docs Specialist
lessons where students complete business and financial documents, organize data, and create
and design marketing documents and promotional presentations.

Web Design 1
Level: 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: None

Students will get a working knowledge of HTML & JavaScript. Students will use online
platforms to learn the languages of HTML and CSS, and will create their own live homepages to
serve as portfolios of their creations. In addition, students will get a working knowledge of
Adobe Dreamweaver. Students will leave this course with a portfolio full of creative projects.

Digital Photography & Design
Level: 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: None

Good photography design and camera use will be the main focus of this course,

specializing in the rules of composition. Each student must provide a digital camera for class
use. Students will progress from basic photography to using the Manual modes available.
Some photo manipulation will also be studied by using Adobe Photoshop. Students will leave
this course with a portfolio full of creative projects. It is recommended that student who plan
to enroll in Yearbook take this course.

MultiMedia Design
Level: 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: None

This is a project-based course that uses the image-editing software Adobe Photoshop.
This is fun course that teaches skills that will be used throughout the other computer courses.
Students will leave this course with a portfolio full of creative projects. It is recommended that
students who plan to enroll in Yearbook take this course.

Desktop Publishing
Level: 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: None

Adobe InDesign will be used in this course to teach page layout such as that used in
Yearbook and in the field of graphic design. Students will create brochures, business cards,
advertisements and programs. Students will leave this course with a portfolio full of creative
projects. It is recommended that students who plan to enroll in Yearbook take this course.

Webmaster
Level: 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: Info Processing 1A, Web Design 1 or equivalent
experience needed

Students work independently adding content to the PHS Web Site. These students are
selected based on background, ability to work alone, willingness to gather data, and attention
to detail

Yearbook

(1 credit)

Level: 11, 12 Application/approval by Mrs. Shade required
Prerequisite: None
The Saukee Yearbook will be created in this course. Students must be willing to work

outside of class in order to meet required deadlines. It is recommended, but not required that
Desktop Publishing, Digital Photgraphy and Multi-Media Design be taken prior to this course.
Students may enroll in this course two years for credit. A great way to get involved with
creating a book of high school memories. Being on Yearbook staff also looks great on a College
application or a resume’.
Intro to Business
Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

(1/2 credit)
Prerequisite: None

This course provides a survey of the business world. Topics include the basic principles
and practices of contemporary business. Upon completion, students should be able to
demonstrate an understanding of business concepts as a foundation for studying other
business subjects. Students will also work with the Better Business Bureau’s “In Pursuit of
Ethics” program, as well as do a resume’ workshop, and complete mock interviews with DOT
Foods HR Department.
Coding

(1/2 credit)
Level: 11, 12

Prerequisite: None

Students will use online platforms to learn the foundations of computer science and
basic programming, with emphasis on developing logical thinking and problem solving skills.
Once completed, students will have learned material equivalent to a semester college
introductory course in Computer Science and be able to program in JavaScript. Students will
leave this course with a portfolio full of creative projects.
Animation
Level: 11, 12

(1/2 credit)
Prerequisite: None

Students will use online platforms to learn the foundations of game design. Students
will learn the fundamentals of virtual reality, as well as complete Disney’s “Pixar in a Box”
program. Pixar in a Box is a behind-the-scenes look at how Pixar artists do their jobs. Students
will be able to animate bouncing balls, build a swarm of robots, and make virtual fireworks
explode. Students will also look at QR Codes and how they relate to game design. Students will
leave this course with a portfolio full of creative projects.

Accounting 1
Level: (10 with consent) 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: None

This class introduces basic accounting concepts and career options, then progresses
through three complete accounting cycles–a proprietorship, partnership, and corporation. This

class will prepare students for entry-level accounting positions and for further study in
accounting.

Consumer Education
Level: 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: None

The consumer must wage a constant battle against the rising surge of inflation and the
constantly changing, often confusing world of goods and services. The consumer education
course is an aid in the development of buying skills which are necessary in today’s marketplace.
The course covers all aspects of buymanship, including housing, food, transportation, clothing,
health services, drugs, cosmetics, recreation, furnishings, and appliances. Also included is
information on credit, savings, and investments, insurance (health and auto), and taxes.
Computer Research

(1 credit)

Level: 11, 12
This course is designed for Juniors or Seniors interested in pursuing Computer topics
other than those being taught in the traditional classes. Students will be required to complete
an application form and write a one-page proposal explaining what they would like to
accomplish by taking this course and how they plan to accomplish it. This could include
software, hardware, or certification programs.

DRIVERS EDUCATION
Classroom and Behind the Wheel Driver Education
Students are allowed to enroll in the classroom portion once they turn 14, and have
received a passing grade in at least eight courses during the previous two semesters.
He/She must pass 30 classroom hours of instruction and not miss any classroom time. If
they are absent, they will have to either make up the class periods missed during their

homeroom time or retake the class. Once they turn 15 years of age, and have passed required
tests in Drivers Education (Classroom) they can receive a learner’s permit. Once they have a
learner’s permit they will have to pass 6 hours of Behind The Wheel lessons with the High
School Driver Education Instructor.
In order to receive an Illinois Drivers License, they must have passed both sections
(Classroom & Behind The Wheel) and have held their learner’s permit for nine months, have 50
hours of driving time (10 hours must be night time driving) with a parent/legal Guardian or
another responsible adult 21(21 years old, valid license) and be at least 16 years of age.

ENGLISH
English I
Level: 9

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: None

This course will aid students in the transition from middle school to high school by
concentrating on thinking, writing, and reading skills necessary for success in multiple academic
areas. The course will include a study of literature; primarily, short stories, novels, drama, epic
poetry, and non-fiction. Students will study vocabulary and word analysis appropriate for their
grade level. Writing, reading, and rhetoric skills will be reinforced through the examination of
various reading materials ranging from classics to contemporary literature to informative and
technical sources. Reading skills, such as summarizing and identifying a main idea and details
will be emphasized to help students succeed across the high school curriculum. Close reading,
which involves reading portions of a text multiple times with careful attention to the text’s
features, will be emphasized in order to start students on the path to college readiness.

English II
Level: 10

(1 credit each)
Prerequisite: English I

This course will be a continuation of English I through literature and writing. Students
will focus on various units comprised of poetry, short stories, non-fiction, novels and drama.
Each unit will focus on literary techniques and structure. Students will be exposed to various
genres, including, but not limited to: Shakespeare, world literature, science fiction, and classic
literature. Students will be prepared for English III by analyzing texts in cultural and societal

contexts. Public speaking skills will be introduced as student present various independent and
group projects. English II will focus on various components for strong writing, regardless of the
genre. MLA research skills will be a focus and student will be required to complete an
argumentative research paper, along with various other essays. Students will study vocabulary
and word analysis appropriate for their grade level. Two semester long writing projects will
also be assigned to foster good time management and multi-tasking skills required for
post-secondary life.

English III
Level: 11

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: English I & II

This course focuses on an in-depth study of American literature, including the study of
various novels, plays, short stories, and poetry. Students will use American literature to learn
about the culture, heritage, and history of the United States over the last 250 years. Through
their literature study, students will gain comprehension and critical thinking that will help
prepare them for the SAT and reading expectations in a post-secondary setting. Multiple
smaller writing assignments will take place throughout the year with an emphasis on revision
and editing. The writing process will also include an in-depth research project that is required
for graduation from PHS. Students will study vocabulary and word analysis appropriate for
their grade level, as well as complete independent reading assignments.

English IV
Level: 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: English I, II, III (Teacher recommendation)

English IV is designed to prepare seniors for post-secondary life. Through literature and
writing, students will focus on critical thinking, analysis, and application. Students will focus on
various units comprised of poetry, short stories, non-fiction, novels, and drama. Each unit will
focus on literary techniques, structure, and real like applications. Students will be exposed to
various genres, including, but not limited to: Shakespeare, contemporary, and classic literature.
Students will analyze, evaluate, and apply texts in cultural and societal contexts. Public

speaking skills will be important as student prepare for interviews, presentations, and other
real like situations. English IV will focus on various components for strong writing, particularly
in career, business, and post-secondary situations. MLA research skills will be a focus and
students will be required to complete an argumentative research paper, along with various
other essays. Students will study vocabulary and word analysis appropriate for their grade
level. Two semester long writing projects will also be assigned to foster good time
management and multi-tasking skills required for post-secondary life.

College English for Seniors
Level: 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: A grade of A, B, or C in English III; current on all
English credits; teacher recommendation

College English for Seniors is tailored to students pursuing an education at a college or
university. Various periods of British literature are studied, with a focus on literary analysis.
Students will be exposed to poetry, drama, novels, and other genres of literature. College
English for Seniors students are required to demonstrate critical analysis skills, as well as
application cross-curricular, dependent on literature, conversation, etc. College appropriate
discussion, speaking, writing, and various other skills will be the norm. Students will complete
multiple writing assignments, in both MLA and APA format, to expand their portfolios. The
course moves at a quick pace, similar to what is expected in a post-secondary environment.
Students will study vocabulary and word analysis appropriate for their grade level, as well as
complete independent reading assignments.

Journalism
Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

(1/2 credit)
Prerequisite: None

Students will an interest in journalism will learn about the multiple types of journalism
available in today’s society. Journalism basics, including terminology and AP Style, are studied.
Students must be able to work with others, meet deadlines, and receive feedback. This course
focuses on improving overall writing skills, but will also teach research and interview skills.
Speech
(½ credit)
Level: 10, 11, 12
Learning to speak before an audience is the major emphasis of this class. Students will
prepare and deliver speeches of information, demonstration, and persuasion. Extemporaneous
and impromptu speaking will be included in the examination of correlating thinking and
speaking. Written work is also required in this class.
Drama

(½ credit)

Level: 10, 11, 12
Drama presents the practical tools and information needed to understand theater and
performing arts. Students will study the history of theater, theater terminology, and the skills
related to performance. This class involves the expressive use of voice and body, stage
orientation, characterization, and taking direction constructively.

Great Novels of the Last Two Centuries
Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)

Prerequisite: None

This course is designed for the student who is an avid reader and who is interested in
exploring American, British, and World literature from the last two centuries. The course work
will focus not only on reading but also on analysis and discussion of the themes and other
literary aspects associated with each novel. Students will be expected to analyze the novels
and complete several writing projects based on their analysis of the characters, themes, and
symbolism among other aspects of each work studied. In addition to written projects on each
novel read, students will keep an ongoing journal of their reading progress during the semester.
This course requires students to read ten novels over the span of a semester. Students
will read five novels as a part of a group Literature Circle during the first quarter and will
individually choose another five novels (from a list provided) for a more individualized reading
experience during the second quarter.

Creative Writing I
Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: None

This ½ credit semester course leads writers into genre study as they explore both their
strengths as writers as well as their greatest opportunities for improvement. Anchored in our
Common Core Learning Standards for language and writing, students in the class will study
mentor text selections, take part in writers’ workshop, and publish for authentic audiences.
This study and practice or written prose encourages critical thinking, is writing intensive, and
prepares learners for the SAT.

Creative Writing II

(½ credit)

Level: 10, 11, 12

Prerequisite: Creative Writing I

This ½ credit semester course leads writers deeper into genre study as they explore
both their strengths as writers as well as their greatest opportunities for improvement.
Anchored in our Common Core Learning Standards for language and writing, students in the
class will study mentor text selections, take part in writers’ workshop, and publish for authentic
audiences. This study and practice of written prose encourages critical thinking, is writing
intensive, and prepares learners for the SAT.

Spanish 1
Level: 9, 10, 11

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: None

Spanish 1 is an introduction to the Spanish language. You will learn how to read, write,
and speak Spanish using the present tense. Spanish I has a large focus on vocabulary building.
Spanish 2
Level: 10, 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: Spanish 1

Spanish 2 has its focus in grammar. Through grammar we will also improve upon
conversational skills. You will learn about the countries that use the Spanish language. Spanish
2 also continues with vocabulary building.

Spanish 3
Level: 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: Spanish 2

Spanish 3 will combine the skills learned in Spanish 1 and 2 and apply them to practical
lessons. In the spring, Spanish 3 teaches the 4th graders at PCS some beginning Spanish. The
past tenses are a big focus in this level.
Spanish 4
Level: 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: Spanish 3

Spanish 4 focuses on composition, conversation, and literature.
Spanish 4 also teaches the 4th graders some beginning Spanish in the spring.

FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES
Intro to Family and Consumer Sciences
Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

(1 credit)

Prerequisite: None

This class is the prerequisite for other Family and Consumer Sciences courses. Students
in this class will learn practical skills for making decisions at home, school, and in the workplace
and meet the challenges of their daily lives with confidence.
Creative Arts

(½ credit)

Level: 10, 11, 12

Prerequisite: None

This is a semester class giving students an imaginary or creative flair on projects with
instructor approval. Students’ grades will be composed of projects, demonstrations (one per
quarter on a skill not previously demonstrated by another student), tests and quizzes, and a
daily work grade. Students will be responsible for providing all supplies to complete projects.

Clothing & Textiles

(1 year)

Level: 10, 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: Intro to Family & Cons. Science with a
passing grade

This class is designed for beginning and experienced sewing students. A step-by-step,
easy to follow format allows students to work at their own pace as they experience the fun,
excitement, and creativity of sewing.
Foods & Nutrition

(1 year)

Level: 10, 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: Intro to Family & Cons. Science with a
passing grade

This class focuses on selection, storage, preparation and serving foods while preserving

nutrients, flavors, textures, and colors. Information is provided on environmental controls,
supermarket trends, the latest on USDA safe handling practices to prevent foodborne illness,
and common food myths and concerns.

Ethnic Foods

(½ credit)

Level: 10, 11, 12

Prerequisite: Intro to Family & Cons. Science &
Nutrition

Foods &

Students’ experiences with food from other cultures is increasing due to our highly
mobile society and increasing exposure to world-wide mass communications. Understanding
various cultures can be enhanced by the study of ethnic foods and the preparation of foreign
foods. The choice and use of food preparation equipment in other cultures is greatly influenced
by the kinds and availability of cooking fuels, religious dietary restrictions and the production
and availability of food.
Child Development

(1st semester)

Level 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: None

(1st semester) Why childhood is crucial to the development of a healthy adult
personality is the focus of this class. The physical, intellectual, moral, social and emotional
development from birth to age six is covered in depth. Emphasis is placed on brain
development, the importance of play and family dynamics as related to the care and guidance
of children.

Child Development

(2nd semester)

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Child Development 1st semester

Real life experiences, in as much as is possible, is the ultimate in learning. This course is
a practicum and enables the high school learner to put to use what has been learned in
previous Child Development classes. The planning and implementing of a daily schedule, room
arrangement, age appropriate activities and all the responsibilities and organization that are
necessary for an effective child care/early learning program are part of the class expectations.
Parenting

(1 year)

Level: 10, 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: None

This class helps students learn the demands of parenting as well as the rewards
parenting offers. It reflects a stronger emphasis on parenting skills with such changes in today’s
world as peer violence, more single-parent and dual-career families, and encourages moral and

character development.

Adult Living
Level: 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: None

This class involves using a problem solving approach that emphasizes life skills as related
to interpersonal relationships. Using various resources to accomplish personal and family goals
are considered. Decision making, coping and personal survival skills necessary to function in
the modern world are integrated into the course of study.
Living Environments
Level: 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Home Ec I/ Art

This course of study includes history, design and building concepts, individual and family
needs, social and cultural aspects and new trends and technology as related to the field of
housing and home furnishings. Consumer issues, health, safety and security are integrated into
each area of study. Classroom and lab experiences are designed for individual development
and accountability and will provide basic knowledge in the field of Interior Design.

Work Based Experience(Tech Prep)
Level: 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: Subject to Field of Choice

This is a school-to-careers program that prepares the student for success in job
searches, resume’ building and business protocol. Included is work site experience in the form
of job-shadowing in Tech Prep approved fields. Employer’s expectations, interview techniques,
business ethics and legal issues in employment are some of the areas covered. Career outlook
and development of the student’s personal portfolio are included. Acceptance into this
program is based partly upon a personal interview.

INDUSTRIAL ARTS

Industrial Technology
Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: None

Industrial Technology is an orientation to industrial arts which includes drafting,
woodworking, metals and electricity. This course is two semesters long in which the student
will spend nine weeks in each of the four areas. The purpose is to introduce the student to
industrial arts and then the student can choose the areas in which to advance.
Materials fee $ 5.00 each nine weeks.
Woods 2
Level: 10, 11, 12

( ½ credit)
Prerequisite: Industrial Technology

This course covers topics that were introduced in Industrial Technology in greater detail.
Machines and machining fundamentals will be stressed. Each student will complete various
projects as assigned by the instructor. The cost of materials will be paid by the student.
Woods 3
Level: 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Woods 2 with a grade of C or better

This is an advanced woodworking class in which furniture making will be stressed.
Students will also select from a variety of blueprints and build a piece of furniture. Students
have the opportunity to select their own projects during the semester. Each student will be
responsible for paying for the materials used. The cost will depend on the project chosen.
Review of machine use & functions will accompany design & math emphasis.

Woods 4
Level: 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Woods 3

This is an advanced woodworking class in which furniture making will be stressed.
Students will also select from a variety of blueprints and build a piece of furniture. Students
have the opportunity to select their own projects during the semester. Each student will be
responsible for paying for the materials used. The cost will depend on the project chosen.
Flexibility for community service projects will be considered applicable towards the semester
grade.
Drafting/Computer Drafting (CAD 1 & CAD 2)
Level: 10, 11, 12

(1 credit)

Prerequisite: Industrial Technology

This course covers elements of drafting as introduced in Industrial Technology. Topics
from industrial technology will be discussed in greater detail as well as some new elements. A
major emphasis will include computer drafting using a popular drafting program. Materials fee
$ 8.00. Maximum 12 students per class.

Building & Trades
Level: 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: Industrial Technology

This course will provide learning experiences to the different areas of today’s
construction. The areas to be covered will include how to use both hand and power tools safely
and correctly, safety principals (OSHA), construction materials, framing procedures, interior and
exterior finishing, foundation layout and concrete finishing, wiring, and new and different types
of construction and construction methods and materials. This course will introduce the many
different aspects of construction and give the student a chance to experience some of them.
Small Engines
Level: 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Industrial Technology

This course includes the importance of small engines, theory of operation, carburetion, ignition
and compression, and trouble shooting. Each student will completely disassemble,
measure components and reassemble an engine. Each student will have the skills and
knowledge necessary to overhaul a small engine.

Metals 2
Level: 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Industrial Technology

This course is involved in the development of skills needed to efficiently and safely
operate metal working machines. Subject matter includes: metal lathe operations, layouts with
math & drawing, steel processing, sheet metal, soldering, metal bending, and thread cutting.
Metals 3
Level: 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Metals 2/ Must have achieved a C or better
in the 9 wk. session of metals in Ind. Tech.

Metals 3 develops skills, attitudes, and abilities needed to plan, design, and solve
problems relating to metal working. The subject matter includes: pattern making, metals,
alloys, welding, sheet metals, employment activities, use of metal working machines. The
student must complete three basic projects.

Welding

(½ credit)

Level: 10, 11, 12

Prerequisite: Intro to Agriculture or Industrial Technology

This course will provide students with an introduction to agricultural mechanics as it
relates to agriculture business and management. Classroom and mechanics laboratory work
will include developing basic skills in arc welding. MIG welding, Oxy-Acetylene welding and
cutting, hot metal work, and cold metal work.
Architectural Drafting
Level: 10, 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: Industrial Technology

Architecture is a class where the students design their own home. A complete set of
plans is developed that could be given to a contractor to build from.
There will be field trips to local building projects, time spent designing your home,
making a list of building materials needed to construct your new house and determining the
cost to build. Time would be spent on computers as well, drawing and designing.

MATHEMATICS
Fundamental Algebra

(2 credits)

Level: 9
The following topics will be studied: integers, equations, factors and fractions, rational
numbers, ratio, proportion, percent, equations and inequalities, functions and graphing, real
numbers and right triangles, two-dimensional figures, three-dimensional figures and statistics
and probability.
Consumer Math
Level: 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Fundamental Alg., Geom. 1A, & Alg. IIA

This is a semester class covering topics including: computing pay, computing tips,
computing payroll deductions, health insurance, life insurance, budgeting, balancing checking
accounts, simple and compound interest, and taking out loans.

Tech Math
Level: 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Fund. Alg., Geom 1A, Alg IIA

This is a semester class covering topics including: Estimating distances, estimating travel
times, determining fares, determining cost of trips, using maps, remodeling, drawing diagrams,
probability, and different professions.
Algebra I
Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: 8th grade pre-alg., PHS Fund. Algebra or
recommendation of teacher

The following topics will be studied: operations with real numbers; using real numbers
to simply expressions; solve linear equations and inequalities; perform basic operations with
polynomials; find the slope of lines, graphs lines, and write equations of lines; solve systems of
equations; and simplify and evaluate expressions involving exponents and radicals.

Algebra II A
Level: 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: Fundamental Algebra & Geometry 1A

Algebra II A is designed for students who have taken fundamental algebra and geometry
1A. It covers basic algebra 2 topics such as equations of lines, simplify and solve linear and
quadratic equations, and simplify rational and radical expressions.
Algebra II
Level: 10, 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra 1, Geometry

Algebra 2 is a continuation of the skills in Algebra 1 using real numbers to simplify
expressions, solve linear equations, write and graph linear equations, solve problems involving
rates and distance, cost, area and perimeter, use basic operations with polynomials, solve and
graph quadratic equations, simplify radical expressions and solve radical equations, simplify
complex expressions and solve problems involving complex numbers, use scientific notation,
and simplify rational expressions.

Geometry 1A
Level: 10, 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra 1

The following topics will be studied: language of plane geometry, angles, polygons and
polyhedrons, transformations, triangles and inequalities, congruent triangles, parallel lines,
properties of quadrilaterals, perimeter and area, similarity, properties or right triangles, and
circles.
Geometry
Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra 1

This course is primarily designed to be taken in the sophomore year. One year of
Algebra with a grade of “C” or better is needed to take the course. The study plan of geometry
is designed to develop deductive reasoning, logical thinking, understanding basic geometric
facts, proper use of the compass and protractor to construct basic angles and polygons.
Geometric problems are solved by proofs, geometric formulas and construction problems.

Trigonometry
Level: 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2

In trigonometry, you will study basic trig ratios and applications of angles in both right
and oblique triangles. You also will study circular trig functions, trig identities, and vectors.
Trigonometry is a weighted class at PHS, so expect to work hard. Upon successful completion
of this course, you will be prepared for College Algebra, Pre-Calculus, Calculus, Statistics, and/or
other entry-level math courses in college.
College Algebra
Level: 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2

College algebra topics include: review factoring polynomials; analytical geometry (conic
sections-circles, parabolas, ellipses, hyperbolas); exponential functions; logarithmic functions;
sequences and series. Upon successful completion of Algebra 2 and College Algebra, students
will be prepared for many college math courses to include College Algebra, pre-calculus,
statistics, calculus, and other college entry-level math classes.

Calculus
Level: 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: Trig., College Algebra

A course designed to introduce the concepts of the derivative and integral to the
student. The concepts of function and limit will, by necessity, precede the introduction of the
derivative. Extensive study of the application, of the derivative as it applies to slope, tangent
and normal lines, graphing and minimization and maximization problems.
Additional Algebra Topics
Level: 10

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra 1, Geometry, and at least currently
enrolled in Algebra 2 or above

This is a semester class covering topics including: systems of equations, matrices and
determinants, direct, inverse and joint variation, review solving linear equations and writing
equations for lines, exponential functions and graphing, and polynomials.

Elementary Statistics
Level: 10

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra I, Geometry, and at least currently
enrolled in Algebra 2 or above

Elementary statistics is offered as a dual credit class for credit at PHS and at JWCC if
students choose to pay enrollment for JWCC credit. This is a study of the collection and
interpretation of statistical data. Specific topics include description of sample data; probability;
probability distributions; sampling; estimation; testing hypotheses; correlation; and regression.

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY
Auto Tech 1
Level: 11, 12

(2 credits)
Prerequisite: Small Engines

A structured course with both classroom and shop activities planned for the students. It
covers engines, ignition systems, electronic ignition systems, cooling systems, fuel systems,
including some live work on our shop cars, drive lines, wheels, tires, hubs, brake systems, and
electrical systems.
Auto Tech 2
Level: 12

(2 credits)
Prerequisite: Small Engines

This course is a much less structured course with emphasis placed on working on
students’ own cars. There will be some classroom activities on air conditioning, front
suspension, steering, emission controls and electronics.
Night Auto Tech

(1 1/4 credits)

Level: 12
This class meets on Wednesday evenings. Similar to Auto Tech 2.
Advanced Small Engines
Level: 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: Small Engines

This class is similar to Auto Tech 1 for small engines. Covering lawn mowers, yard and
garden equipment, motorcycles, 3 wheelers, and 4 wheelers.

MUSIC
Band

(1 credit)
Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

Prerequisite: Director’s permission

Band is a year course comprised of several different performing groups including
concert band, marching band, basketball pep band, and various small ensembles. The
curriculum is designed to promote learning of music theory, history, and appreciation through
various rehearsals and performances. The band meets one period every other day, but some
outside-of-school time will be required. Individual and/or small group lessons may be required.

Music Appreciation

(½ credit)

Level: 10, 11, 12
Students will study the basic mechanics of music; such as notation, instrumental,
melody, harmony, texture and form. The study will include the various eras of music from the
Middle Ages to Modern. Various styles; such as classical, opera, musical theater, country, and
jazz will be included. The basic study will come form the textbook, Music: An Appreciation, and
there will be reading, discussion, listening, videos, tests, and activities. Students will be
expected to do one major presentation; such as a report, paper, power point presentation, or
live performance with explanation.
Chorus

(1 credit)

Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
This class is recommended for students with an ability and interest in singing. An
appreciation of different types and periods of music is developed. It is essential that a student
have a musical talent and ear for music. Class time is devoted to group singing, singing in parts,
rudiments of singing and sight-reading are stressed. The better students are selected for
ensemble and solo work. These students may perform before clubs and organizations; and if
they desire may enter music contests. Practice outside of class time is essential. Attendance at
the December holiday, spaghetti supper, and spring concerts is mandatory. Upper classmen
also perform at Baccalaureate and Graduation exercises.

Music Theory
Level: 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: Chorus/Band

The students will learn about musical notation, such as rhythm notations and learning
note values. He/she will learn how notes are grouped into measures according to time
signatures; study notation of pitches on the staff, identify intervals (the relation between
pitches). He/she will identify and work with key signatures, scales and key changes, learn about
chords-build them, naming them, etc. Basic ear training, and keyboard harmony will be
stressed. The student will compose simple selections, analyze hymns and transpose for various
instrument combinations.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Physical Education

(1 credit)

Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
This course is required for all students. The main objective of physical education is to
create and implement health-wellness goals for life.

SCIENCES
Health

(½ credit)

Level: 9
 equired for all freshmen. This course is to make students aware that the decisions they
R
make as young teenagers will have a profound effect on their physical, mental, and social
health in the future. Also, many group discussions about all the wrong things some teenagers
try to do and how important their self-esteem is when making these choices.

Earth Science
Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: None

Earth Science is the study of the Earth and the universe around it. This includes a study
of:
1. Geology (The study of the origin, history, and structure of the solid parts of the
Earth and the forces that shape it.)
2. Oceanography (The study of the Earth’s oceans)
3. Meteorology (The study of the Earth’s atmosphere and weather)
4. Astronomy (The study of the universe beyond Earth)
5. Ecology (The study of the complex relationship between living and their
environment. This includes organisms both alive and extinct.)
Environmental Science
Level: 9, 10

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: None

This course emphasizes both class and laboratory work in the study of natural cycles and
their interrelationships. During the semester students explore different communities and look
at the balances achieved in each. We will also look at the effect of technology and population
growth in our environment. By relating current material with classroom material students will
gain a better understanding of our fragile environment.
Physical Science
Level: 9, 10

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: None

This course is designed to provide for the development and understanding of concepts
concerning the physical and chemical properties of matter and the study of energy and its
effects on matter. Extensive lab activities are used to provide quantitative applications in
science, including making accurate measurements, calculating using metric units and scientific
notation, graphing and interpreting lab data, and problem solving.
Biology
Level: 9, 10

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: None

This course deals with living things and the role they play in our world. Microorganisms,
plants, and animals are studied on the cellular level and as complete organisms. Other major
topics of discussion include ecology, cell biology, genetics, evolution, taxonomy, and zoology.
Activities include discussions, demonstrations, cooperative learning group work, and laboratory
exercises.
Anatomy and Physiology I

(1 credit)

Level: 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: Biology 1
Anatomy and Physiology is a science lab course. Anatomy and Physiology is the study of
the structure and function of the human body. Topics of study include: scientific method,
general anatomical terminology regarding directional and regional terms of the body, overview
of all the systems, cells and cell processes (cell cycle and protein synthesis). Tissues,
integumentary system, skeletal system, muscular system, cardiovascular system, and
respiratory system.
Anatomy and Physiology II

(1 credit)

Level: 11, 12
Prerequisite: Anatomy & Physiology I (grade must have
been an “A” or “B”or permission from instructor)
Anatomy and Physiology II is a science lab, college level course. A & P II is the study of
the structure and function of the human body. Topics of study include: scientific method, basic
chemistry, and genetics. The following systems of the body will also be studied: nervous
system, central nervous system, senses, digestive system, urinary system, reproductive system,
and lymphatic system.
A & P II is a weighted course

Chemistry
Level: 10, 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra II

Chemistry is the study of matter, energy, and their interrelationships. In this course, the

topics of chemical measurement and calculations, matter, atomic structure, and mathematics
of chemical formulas and equations, solubility and solutions, rates of reaction, chemical
equilibrium, acid/base reactions, salts, titration, gases, kinetics, oxidation-reduction reactions,
electrochemistry, introductory organic chemistry, nuclear chemistry, and semi-micro qualitative
analysis will be covered. This course is currently offered as dual-credit in partnership with John
Wood Community College.
Scientific Research

(1 credit)

Level: 12

Prerequisite: Chemistry, Algebra 2

Course will focus on the techniques used in scientific research. Statistics as they apply
to scientific data, background acquisition (using telecommunications via Dialog), and analytical
technology and theory will be some of the things explored during the course. Students will be
required to do a research project and turn in a paper detailing the results of their research.
Physics
(1 credit)
Level: 12

Prerequisite: Trigonometry

Physics is a branch of science with a focus on the physical world, from the smallest
subatomic particles, to the largest galaxies. This course will focus on matter and energy, and on
the forces that shape them. A major component of the course is technological design and
prototype testing, along with a focus on concepts from traditional physics units including
classical and quantum mechanics, rotational kinematics, thermodynamics, and wave properties.
Zoology

(1 credit)

Level: 10, 11, 12

Prerequisite: Biology 1, Chemistry

An in-depth look at the “Animal” side of Biology. This course will include cell biology,
genetics, taxonomy, invertebrate and vertebrate classification.

Health Occupations

(1/2 credit)

Level: 10, 11, 12
class

Prerequisite: Application filled out prior to
registration

Health Occupations is an overview of the different health care professions, body
systems, ethnical and moral decision making, communication, basic nursing procedures,
medical terminology and abbreviations, charting, first aid, CPR, and mathematics for health
professionals. This course is a prerequisite for Certified Nursing Assistant.

BIO 101

Lab Course: 4 Hour JWCC credit with payment of tuition and 1 high

school credit
Level: 11, 12

Prerequisite: PHS Biology and approval
from guidance office

An introductory biology course covering the chemistry of living organisms, cellular
biology, respiration and photosynthesis, genetics, and topics in evolution. Current issues
related to the aforementioned topics are discussed.

SOCIAL STUDIES

Intro to Social Sciences

(1/2 credit)

Level: 9,10,11,12
This is a semester-long course that introduces students to the methods of inquire and
principal concepts of the Social Sciences discipline, and focuses on fields of student such as
psychology, sociology, and anthropology. It analyzes the diverse political, economic, and
social forces that influence the world around us, both consciously and unconsciously. The
class will examine such topics as culture, inequality, societies, race, class, archaeology and
human thought and behavior. The course will examine the interconnections between the
different theories and methods within the Social Sciences. Major components of the class
include group projects and class discussion.
World History
Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: None

World History is a year-long course which examines the progression of history across time, with
a focus on Western Civilization. The course will move chronologically through many eras
of World History, including the ancient civilizations of the Middle East, the Greek and
Roman Empires, the Middle Ages, the ancient African civilizations, the European
Renaissance, the Age of Exploration, the Enlightenment, the French and American
Revolutions, the Industrial Revolution, and the World Wars. The course examines
history through the perspective of connections and commonalities across time and
space, not a series of secluded units of study.
World Geography

(1 credit)

Level 9, 10, 11, 12

Prerequisite: None

The course deals with the geographic location of the nations of the world. Certain
continents are picked for specific study, as time permits. Many map studies are included. The
main course objective is to teach geographic location of the countries and capitals of the world.
Illinois History
Level: 10, 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: None

History of Illinois from prehistoric times to present, with emphasis on Abraham Lincoln
and Pike County History.
Current Events
(½ credit)
Level: 10, 11, 12

Prerequisite: None

This is a discussion class which explores current events around the world. History,
geography, government, and vocabulary are also taught to increase student understanding of
the present.
American History
Level: 11

(1 credit)
Prerequisite: None

This course is required for all juniors to take and pass. The history of the nation is
covered from precolonial times to the present. Relative current events topics are tied to
historical events. At times, outside readings and reports are included to additionally prepare
the student to understand and complete the course.
American Government
Level: 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: None

American Government is a semester course, which looks at national, state, and local
government within the U.S. and discusses the importance of government both
historically for the nation and personally for the individual student. The course focuses
on the U.S. Constitution and the Illinois Constitution. Upon completion of the course,
students will have a strong understanding of the main principles of the U.S. Constitution
and how these principles relate to their day-to-day lives. Major course components
include service learning, direct instruction, current and controversial issues, and
democratic simulations. The course promotes civic principles that help prepare students

to become active, engaged citizens after graduation. It is required that all students
complete a service learning project, pass both Constitutions, and pass the class.
A House Divided: The Civil War
Level 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: None

House Divided is a weighted, semester course open to juniors and seniors (and
sophomores, with permission of the instructor). It is an in-depth look at the period from the
end of the War of 1812 through the post Civil War period of Reconstruction, with special
emphasis on the Civil War itself.

A New Nation
Level: 11, 12

(½ credit)
Prerequisite: None

“A New Nation” is a weighted, semester course open to juniors and seniors (and
sophomores with permission of the instructor). It covers the exploration and colonization of
North America, through the War of 1812, with special emphasis on the movement toward
independence and the Revolutionary War.
20th Century U.S. History Course Description
Level: 11, 12

(1 credit)
Prerequisites: Should be enrolled in American History or have
already taken it unless special permission is given

This is a year-long course which takes an in-depth look at many of the main
events of our country’s history during the 20th century, including Progressivism, the
World Wars, the Great Depression, the Cold War, the Vietnam War, and the Civil Rights
Movement. This is an upper level history open only to juniors and seniors. There is a
strong emphasis on historical research, class discussions, and primary source analysis.
During the spring semester, each student will also complete an interview project in
which they discuss course topics with people in their lives who actually lived through the
events. This will allow students to gain a deeper understanding of the topics by
interacting with people who experienced the events first-hand.
Social ProblemsSocial Problems is a semester long course which analyzes local, national, and
global issues, and how they impact people throughout the world. The course stresses

youth activism and encourages students to go beyond simply learning about problems in
the world, but to actually doing something about it and to be part of a solution.
Students will have opportunities to research topics, raise awareness, participate in
charitable organizations, and interact with state and local policymakers.

Economics  Economics is a semester long course which gives students an introduction to basic economics
principles in order to help students become better equipped to be productive citizens.
Students will gain a better understanding of how the American economy functions by
studying both macro and micro economics concepts. The macro side of the course seeks
to explain large-scale economics theories like opportunity cost, supply and demand,
incentives, and scarcity. These topics will be explained through an academic framework,
but also by providing many real-world examples. The micro side of the course focuses
on individual financial decisions such as investing, saving, credit, and entrepreneurship,
in order to better prepare students to successfully manage their financial futures.

