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The purpose of the St. Paul High School Hall of Fame is to recognize the men and women who, through
their determination and hard work established and maintained the proud tradition of being a Flyer.
They exemplify the values taught in our homes, in our classrooms, and on our playing fields.
Eligibility (Please circle area of nomination):

Distinguished

Athletic

To be considered for the award, the person must:
To be considered for this award, the person must: have attended St. Paul High School or have been
employed by St. Paul High School; and lettered in at least one sport for two years or two or more
sports for one year (for Athletic Award).
STEP 1:

Name of Nominee_____________________________________ (maiden name) __________________________
Years attended SPH______________________
Graduation year_____________
Please fill out the appropriate section:
______ 1. Student (individual must have been out of school at least 15 years at time of nomination)
Activities or Sport______________________________________________________ Years at SPH________________
______ 2. Teacher or Coach (individual can no longer be teaching/coaching for St. Paul High School)
Sport_____________________________________________________________________ Years at SPH________________
______ 3. School official (individual can no longer be serving in the capacity of the position of nomination)
Position__________________________________________________________________ Years at SPH______________
______ 4. Community member__________________________ Years involved with SPH_________
The Hall of Fame has been created to recognize individuals who were outstanding athletes or who have
made an outstanding service to their community, or the Norwalk Catholic School/St. Paul High School
community. These individuals should also have distinguished themselves as successful adults.
STEP 2: On a separate sheet of paper, please explain why your nominee should be considered for
the St. Paul High School Distinguished/Athletic Hall of Fame. Please provide as much detail as possible
regarding the nominee’s school accomplishments as well as post SPH endeavors.
STEP 3: Contact information for nominee/nominee’s family
Name______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone/Cell _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Email ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
STEP 4: Nomination submitted by
Name__________________________________________________________________________________________ (full name)
Address_____________________________________________________________email_________________________________
Home Phone___________________________________________ Cell phone_______________________________________
Nominations will be accepted at any time. The selection committee will convene annually and
select the inductees. The inductees (or families of inductees) will then be notified. Please return
this form to: Hall of Fame Committee, Norwalk Catholic School/St. Paul High School. 93 E. Main
Street Norwalk Ohio 44857. Nominations will be held and reviewed for ten years.

St. Paul High School

Know someone who should be in the Hall of Fame?
Go to the school website at www.norwalkcatholicschool.org and click on
The Alumni Tab to download the application.

Hall of Fame

Nomination forms are also available in the
Advancement Office in the High School.

Induction Ceremony

Nominations are reviewed by the Hall of Fame Committee
every year and are kept for ten years.
Contact Hall of Fame Committee Chair, Matt Fair or Jenny Ridge
for more information
419.668.7223 ~ mfair@ncsmail.org ~ jridge@ncsmail.org

5:30 Dinner and Drinks
6:30 Induction Ceremony - Hosted by Dennis Doughty ‘72

Fr. Harvey Keller - Distinguished
Accepting: Msgr. Morman Presented by: Dennis Doughty
Charlie Roth ‘62 - Athletic
Speaking for Family: Mike Roth

Presented by: Mark Hazelwood

Michael Mushett ’70 - Distinguished
Presented by: Chris Mushett ‘71
Mike Gfell ’76 - Athletic
Presented by: Charles Borgeson ‘76
William Bader ’86 - Distinguished
Presented by: Kathleen Olak
You do so many things to keep this school excellent! You give our events,
like the Hall of Fame, excitement and legitimacy. Your contributions to
Friends for the Future have exceeded over $880,000 annually. You have
given to tuition assistance and even funded specific tuition scholarships
that enable the families of our students to be able to afford a Catholic
Education.
Whether you are in Norwalk or out of town, you support your alma matter
with pride and distinction. You are part of the Flyer family. Your support
makes us strong and ensures that Catholic education in the Norwalk area
will be vibrant for years to come. Thank you for everything red, white and
black.

Jordan Centers Mayer ’03 - Athletic
Presented by: Joe Centers
Closing Comments - Matt Fair ‘90
Norwalk Catholic School / St. Paul High Administration
Dennis Doughty ‘72, NCS President
Jim Tokarsky, JH/SPH Principal
Melissa Englert, Elementary Principal
Angie Smith, ‘92, Early Childhood Center Director

Fr. Andrew Wellmann, School Chaplain
Sue Lesch, CFRE, Chief Advancement Officer
Mike McLaughlin, Business Manager

Norwalk Catholic School Governing Board
Heather Belden
Dennis Doughty ’72 (ex-officio)
Mark Coriell, Esq
Sue Riley

Fr. Francis Mariadas
Julie Roberts
Msgr. Kenneth Morman Pat Schwan, P.E.
Jen Collins
Corinne Ross ‘97
Denise Stine

Frank Van Dresser, Jr. ‘97
Andrew Welfle ‘06
Becky Switalski

St. Paul Hall of Fame Committee
Jim Kocher, ‘58
Steve Schumm ‘59
Jim Wasiniak ‘63

Dennis Doughty ‘72
John Ridge ‘72
Julie Badovick, ‘78

Tonia Maxwell ‘89
Matt Fair ‘90

Frank Van Dresser Jr. ‘97
Jenny Ridge ‘00

Fr. Harvey Keller
Distinguished Citizen

Harvey Keller was always there. Even if it was behind
the scenes, swearing others to secrecy. The retired
priest, who died at the age of 95 in May 2005, did more
in retirement during his time at St. Paul Catholic Church
than some may do in a lifetime.
The gymnasium inside the Convocation Center is named in his honor,
and now, Keller will be inducted into the school's Hall of Fame.
Whether it was blessing football players or giving pep talks before games, on the sidelines or on
the basketball court sitting with the team — Keller was everywhere. That included concelebrating
Masses at St. Paul well after he had suffered a stroke.
But one thing Keller wanted more than anything in his later years: To be involved anonymously
with the construction of the Convocation Center, which opened midway through the 1994-95
school year. Only years later did Denny Doughty, Norwalk Catholic School President — then the
high school principal — reveal just how much of a role Keller played.
“He wanted to operate in secrecy (when it came to the Convocation Center)," Doughty said. "He
wanted to be very generous, but he also didn’t want anyone to know. He sold his car and his boat,
and everything went to the Convocation Center. Then he started doing his retirement, piece by
piece," he added. "He would call me up and say, Dennis, come over here and do not tell anyone.
And it would be to give me a check for $30,000, or $40,000 ... he swore me to secrecy every single
time. He insisted I wasn't to tell anyone."
All told, Keller donated well over $100,000 to the building of the project that included an oncampus gymnasium, locker rooms, wrestling room, music room and a performing arts center.
"When it came time to name the gym, I pushed really hard for Father Harvey Keller Gymnasium,"
Doughty said. "I think people suspected but didn’t know for sure. But it had to be named for him.
At the time, he was the single, largest contributor to the whole thing," Doughty added. "But it
showed his level of commitment to kids and how it would impact children."
Born on Feb. 25, 1910 in Sylvania near Toledo, Keller was ordained a priest at Queen of the
Most Holy Rosary Cathedral in Toledo on Feb. 24, 1945 — one day before his 35th birthday. He
served as assistant pastor of Immaculate Conception Church in Toledo from 1945-53, then held
the same role at Little Flower Parish in Toledo from 1953-60.
His first pastorate was at St. Stephens Church (Seneca County) and St. Aloysius Church in
Republic from 1960-67. Keller then arrived in the Huron County area when he became the pastor
of St. Joseph in Monroeville — where he remained until his retirement from active ministry in
1980.
After retirement, he arrived and resided at the St. Paul Rectory in Norwalk until 2001, then
moved to the Carriage House near Fisher-Titus Medical Center. During his time at St. Paul, Keller
endeared himself to parishioners young and old for his dedication to the school — notably the
extra-curricular activities.
One has to look no further than Father Eric Schild, a priest at Cardinal Stritch in Oregon, for
Keller’s impact. Schild attended St. Paul his entire life and was ordained a priest in 2007, two years
after Keller passed away.
“Father Keller was and will always be a role model for me as a priest,” Schild said. “While in high
school, I remember him being at everything — blessing us football players, giving pep talks before
the game, on the sidelines, on the court, sitting with the team, and naturally his most comfortable
and fitting location: the sanctuary as he concelebrated Mass.”
Schild said it always stood out to him that Keller still attended and participated in everything he
possibly could — until he was physically unable — well into his 90’s. “For a man of his age, who
had suffered a stroke, he never gave up and always exuded such a joy as a priest,” Schild said. “He
loved being a priest, and that will forever leave an impression on me. I consider him a saintly man
who lived life the right way and encouraged those around him to do the same.”
“I will never forget praying the rosary next to his bed as he was nearing death and knowing that
I was in the presence of a saintly priest,” he added. To this day, Schild still tells Father Keller
stories at Cardinal Stritch.
“This honor truly is fitting for a priest who loved St. Paul — and especially the students present
in the school," he said. "Suffice it to say, he had a huge impact on my vocation as a priest. I will
always be grateful that Father Keller chose to spend his retirement years with us at St. Paul."
Doughty still marvels at the number of relationships Keller built during his time at St. Paul. "If
anyone was a living saint, he was the guy," Doughty said. "There are just so many stories about
him helping so many people over the years, from Monroeville or St. Paul, it didn’t matter to him. A
genuine, giving person. It was all about kids though."
As for the commitment to the Convocation Center, Doughty believed Keller saw the chance to
leave a lasting impact beyond his years. "Father Keller thought athletic competition was one of
the best things a kid could do," he said. "With that passion, when he saw that Convocation project
start, he saw it as his legacy to continue — but in the name of all the children. He argued about
the gym being named for him.”
"But Father and I both cried together that day it opened," Doughty added. "It was a very special
time. Being a priest and athletics, those were his passions. I think he impacted kids that way. He
had a tremendous passion for what he did.”
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Stephen Schumm
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Daniel Pugh ‘98

Dave Rospert ‘89

2015
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Kevin Jaworski
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2016
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Charles W. Roth
Class of 1962
Athletic Sector

Mike Roth’s life is planned around the St. Paul Catholic Church and the school’s
extra-curricular events. It’s been that way for Roth since he was a kid — and
there is no secret where that all started.
“We planned everything in our lives around St. Paul — the church, school
functions and sports,” Roth said. “As we all got older and three or four of us graduated from SPH,
Dad only got more involved.”
Roth’s late father, Charlie Roth, indeed had his hand in everything when it came to the St. Paul
community. The 1962 SPH graduate will be inducted as an athletic member into the school’s Hall of
Fame on Saturday. From his active involvement in the Parish as a Lector and Eucharistic Minister,
Roth was also varsity baseball coach, along with golf and junior high boys basketball. He was highly
respected as an OHSAA umpire in the spring for baseball and softball and served the local umpire
association as assigner.
"He got more involved with coaching baseball and golf, after he took on junior high basketball
when John was in 7th grade,” Mike said. “And he made me help him when I came home from
college for Christmas break. That was the first thing he coached officially at St. Paul, and he loved it.
Once he started that ... He liked being around the kids and had a good rapport with them.”
“When he left coaching baseball and the kids were out of school, he still wanted that connection,”
he added. “Baseball was his favorite sport. That's when he decided to become an umpire. My dad
was always the guy that knew the rulebook better than the umpire anyway, so it was sort of a
natural move for him — and he absolutely loved it. He liked the connection with the kids.”
Though he wore many hats, Charlie Roth is best remembered for his booming voice. He most
notably served as the public address announcer for St. Paul football games at Whitney Field for two
decades, as well as boys and girls basketball home games. Charlie was also a mainstay on the
microphone for the wheel raffle at the St. Paul festival for years — and could be heard throughout
town at both the football games and the festival. People still remark about that to the Roth Family
still to this day.
"He loved announcing and playing that role," Mike said. "He had certain little flairs he brought to
it. I do sound a lot like him, and I know it. But make no mistake, Dad’s voice was definitely one of a
kind. It's a pride thing for me."
A renowned carpenter, Roth, who passed away in 2007, and his woodwork is also long
remembered. Whether it be in the entry way of the high school, the walls of the Joan C. Camp
auditorium, the sides of the church, or the baptismal font — Charlie’s handiwork is all over the St.
Paul campus.
"Dad did a lot of work at the church, school, and convocation center, but also did a lot of other
things up there that enabled us to go to school at St. Paul,” Mike said. “That was the commitment
he and my mom (Marcia) made. That is probably what stands out in my mind with my kids also
going to St. Paul. It was that important to my parents — they never once said it, but their actions
did.
“It's a real honor. Nobody bled red, white and black more than Charlie Roth,”
he added. “He was all about the Flyers — before, during, and after his kids were
in school. He was the biggest fan and didn't miss anything. He did a lot of work
up at the church and school so that my family could go there. That's why he
deserves to go into the Hall of Fame. Charlie Roth was St. Paul School.”
After two years at the University of Toledo, Charlie Roth served for two years
in the U.S. Army — including a year overseas in the Vietnam War, and was a
lifetime member of the VFW. He and Marcia married on June 18, 1966. He
was a devoted member of the Knights of Columbus, serving many offices
in council 626 and in the 4th degree, and served as State District Deputy
for several years.
His other children along with Mike (1986) include: St. Paul graduates;
Jennifer (1987), Julie (1988), Suzanne (1990), John (1993), Annamarie (1997) and Cecelia (2000).
Keeping the deep-rooted St. Paul connections of his father, Richard (1931) and Rich’s seven siblings
(1925, 1927, 1931, 1933, 1935,1940), and Charlie’s brothers: Robert (1957), Donald (1959), and Paul
(1960) also graduated from St. Paul.
Of his seven local grandchildren, three have already graduated from SPH: Josh Wise (2008), Elyse
Roth (2017) and Nick Roth (2018) — with Jacob Roth (2023), Adam Roth (2025), Zoe Roth (2025)
and Zachary Roth (2027) still to come. His grandchildren in Houston, TX are Charlie Bunch (15) and
Will Bunch (10) and in Delaware, OH are Liam Monahan (10) and Sloane Monahan (6).
"Definitely a family man,” Mike Roth said of his father. “Family came first, and he was our biggest
fan no matter what we participated in. His witty sense of humor was dry. A lot of times people
didn't realize he was joking around, but he was the No. 1 supporter of anything the kids were doing.
Dad was always there,” he added. “He made it to every game, and was very vocal. He let the
officials know when they were both right and wrong.”

Michael Mushett
Class of 1970
Distinguished Citizen

Mike Mushett always assumed he’d grow up to be a teacher and
a coach. The 1970 St. Paul graduate headed to Xavier University in
Cincinnati on an athletic scholarship after starring on the football
field for the Flyers, and figured he would follow the education and athletics path.
But while at Xavier, Mushett worked with children with disabilities while studentteaching at nearby Indian Hills High School in Cincinnati.
That set Mushett down a new path, one that has become a distinguished career that includes over 30
years of organizing and implementing Paralympic and adaptive sports programs at the community,
state, national and international levels. His career achievements led Mushett to the St. Paul Hall of
Fame. “It’s certainly unexpected, but very exciting and humbling,” Mushett said. “I decided at that
point as a student-teacher that it was where I wanted to point my life’s work — and after I finished my
Bachelor of Arts (in education), I got my Masters in recreation therapy at Central Michigan. That got me
started.”
Today, Mushett is the Chief Executive Officer at Turnstone, one of the only free-standing not-forprofit organizations in the United States that provides comprehensive supportive services addressing
the needs of people with disabilities. It is located in Fort Wayne, Ind.
Prior to his current position, Mushett was the executive director of Wheelchair and Ambulatory
Sports USA — which deals in the implementation of competitive athletic programs for individuals with
physical disabilities. He also served as the Director of Paralympic Sports Outreach and Development for
the United States Olympic Committee, where he designed and managed programs targeting youth,
teens and adults with physical and visual disabilities — including injured veterans and members of the
armed forces.
Mushett also directed delegation support operations for the U.S. at the 2008 Beijing, 2010 Vancouver
and 2012 London Paralympic Games. He also worked with the Ohio High School Athletic Association in
helping set up the first track events for wheelchair athletes, which began at the 2013 state track and
field championships in Columbus.
Among his other endeavors, Mushett served as the Associate Director for Disabled Sports at Georgia
State University in Altanta and was instrumental in setting up one of the first intercollegiate wheelchair
tennis programs in the country, while also developing and leading numerous conferences and seminars
related to sport and physical activity for those with physical disabilities. “The quality of people is
exceptional,” Mushett said about his field. “I guess it’s work but work that I very much enjoy. I pretty
much go into work every day of my career looking forward to that particular day. I consider myself
fortunate to do something that I truly enjoy,” he added.
Among his career highlights, Mushett served as the Senior Vice President and Chief Games
Operations Officer for the 1996 Atlanta Paralymic Games. “That was a big job, but a very rewarding
job,” Mushett said. “It’s all been very rewarding, but that is certainly a time period that stands out.”
Mushett, who also holds a certificate from the Olympic Sport Leadership Program from the
Northwestern University School of Management, was a standout athlete on one of the greatest St. Paul
athletic teams. After going 10-0 and outscoring teams by a 183-49 margin in 1968 — the Flyers
dominated even further in 1969. They outscored their 10 opponents by a 352-56 margin, and were
voted the Associated Press Class A state poll champions.
“Certainly, the teamwork aspect was huge,” Mushett said of his high school days. “That team was not
the biggest, we had two guys that played who weighed over 200 pounds. Of course, that’s not a lot
different from today. I don’t think we had that one superstar, but a lot of good players that worked hard
and played together as a team. We were as close off the field as we were on it.”
“There were a lot of smart guys from that group who are all over the country now doing very
successful things,” he added. “A lot of it goes back to Coach Mike (Gottfried). Many of us look at him as
a mentor, and I’ve stayed in touch with him throughout my life, as many of my teammates and
classmates have. He has a special place in his heart for Norwalk. Those of us who played for him have a
special place for him. He taught us an awful lot and we accomplished a lot more than what was
expected.”
On top of his All-Ohio honors in football, as well as earning multiple varsity letters
in basketball, baseball and track — Mushett was also regularly on the merit and honor
rolls at St. Paul and elected Senior Class President.
A pioneer in the development and implementation of sport and athletic programs
for the physically disabled, some of Mushett’s many honors include the Rotary
International Humanitarian Services award, the Nassau County (N.Y.) Medal of Honor,
and the Michigan Jaycees Outstanding Young Man of the Year.
As the CEO at Turnstone, Mushett is quite pleased where his career has taken
him. “I think my current position has really allowed me to wind up my career in a
great community, and at Turnstone with a wonderful staff and Board of
Directors, a place where I’m able to use the skills and relationships I’ve
developed throughout my career,” he said. “From my perspective, it’s pretty neat that I’ve been able to
land in a place I can pull everything together,” Mushett added. “From the relationships, experiences,
and continue to collaborate with the Olympic committee, I’m able to tie it all together here at
Turnstone. I think that has been pretty special.”

Distinguished Hall of Fame Members
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Sister Mary
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2015
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2012
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Don Hohler ‘56

Gerald
Volcheck ‘81

Fisher Brothers

John Magnuson
‘65

Mike Gfell
Class of 1976
Athletic Sector

Things were a little different back then. And Mike Gfell didn't know any
better — which proved to be a good thing. "Back when I ran track, we ran on
the stone tracks — there wasn't too many of the rubberized tracks we see
everywhere now," said Gfell, a 1976 St. Paul graduate.
But running on stone tracks and getting pushed by a strong runner from
Norwalk High, Gfell became the first St. Paul athlete to ever score a point at an
individual state championship event. He did so when he placed sixth overall in the Class AA state
championship 1600-meter race in 1976 in 4:29.4.
"My coaches admittedly didn't know a lot about distance — so I ran with Norwalk kids, especially
with Wendell Rakosky," Gfell said of his track days. Rakosky, in the Norwalk HOF, was a standout in
cross country and track for the Truckers. "I think that helped me a lot," Gfell added. "Wendell ran
cross country when I played football, so he was definitely a better runner than I was — and he made
me work harder. But I just kept working every year to get better, and that's where it got me."
A four-year letter winner in track and field, Gfell also reached the state championships as a junior in
1975, placing 10th in the one-mile race. He lowered his personal record time to 4:29 at state as a
senior, and a school record at the time.
In football, Gfell intercepted six passes and recovered five fumbles as a junior in 1974 — earning
Firelands Conference Defensive Back of the Year. As a senior in 1975, Gfell intercepted a then program
record 10 passes — giving him a total of 16 for his career — also a school record at the time. He
capped his football career by being named to the Class AAA All-Ohio honorable mention list.
A three-year starter, the Flyers were back-to-back FC champions and finished with an overall record
of 23-5-2 during Gfell’s three seasons as a varsity player. "I don't think we realized how close we were
to making the playoffs in football back then," Gfell said. "I don't think anyone pushed it like they do
now, where it has become such a focus. We were good, but I think we could have been in the playoffs
had we performed a little better in a game or two.
"We were close, but we never realized it or worried too much about it like they do now," he added.
"Our goal was to win the FC and have a good season." Gfell cited a game at Monroeville in 1974 as a
top football memory. The Flyers won the game, 14-7, on the way to the FC title. "We played that game
in the fog and no one could see us out there playing," Gfell said. "That was pretty cool."
Gfell was also a contributor in basketball, lettering twice for the Flyers, who shared the FC title in
1975-76. A nine-time letter winner, Gfell was also the school’s first-ever Bill Magnuson award winner
— awarded annually to a senior who has shown dedication and leadership in athletics, as well as the
Class President for his graduating class.
After graduating St. Paul, Gfell began working at locally-owned Lake Erie
Construction, where he has been ever since. He will retire in a few months after fourplus decades on the job.
One of Gfell's greatest satisfactions though did not come as a player. Through his
family, he has seen St. Paul's rise as a football and volleyball power, as well as a
historic run in boys’ basketball.
His oldest two of four daughters, Sarah (1997 SPH grad) and Lisa (1999) were
cheerleaders when St. Paul reached the Division IV state semifinals in boys’
basketball for the first and only time in school history.
Daughters Megan (2003) and Julianne (2007), and son Scott (2005), all
performed at state championship football games in 1999 and 2004 in the flag corp, cheer team and
marching band. Daughter Renee (2001) was also a prominent leader of the student cheer sections and
heavily involved in the support of the teams.
Gfell's nephew, Alex Simon, was the starting right tackle for the 2009 Div. VI state championship
football team, and his cousin's daughter, Kim Stoll, was a standout on the 2002 Div. IV state
championship volleyball team. "It's been great to see all those things and have a front row seat for it,"
Gfell said. "Real, real special."
He has continued to give back his time to St. Paul while wearing many hats. On top of being a recordsetting athlete, Gfell has been a dedicated servant to the church his entire life. He’s been a eucharistic
minister for the church since 1976 and has been an usher at 9 a.m. Sunday Mass for the past 12 years.
Gfell has also stayed close to all the Flyer athletic programs, notably football as part of the ‘chain
gang’ for home football games for over 25-plus years, helping run the sideline markers for yardage and
first downs. With his construction ties, Gfell has also helped install the fencing at Whitney Field,
worked on the construction of the present-day field house — and did work on the ceiling and
auditorium inside the Convocation Center.
Gfell and his wife Cheryl (Collier), also a 1976 graduate, have been married for 40 years. Along with
their six children, they also have 13 grandchildren, including a 2015 SPH graduate and eight who are
currently attending Norwalk Catholic School.
"I enjoyed going to school there," Gfell said of St. Paul. "Our kids went to school there, now our
grandkids are going to school there ... I just think it's great. We're fortunate to even have a Catholic
school in our town. A lot of these other little communities don't have it, like St. Wendelin closing in
Fostoria for example," he added. "We're lucky to have great parishioners and alumni at St. Paul that
have kept things going so well for so long."

William A. Bader, III
Class of 1986
Distinguished Citizen

Bill Bader Jr. is a self-admitted workaholic. To the President
of Summit Motorsports Park in Norwalk, it’s just second nature at this
point. “We work, that’s what we do,” Bader said. “End of story.”
For that reason, Bader (Class of 1986) has found himself taking a moment
to realize how special induction into the St. Paul High School Hall of Fame really is. Simply put,
the mainstay in the drag racing business hadn’t forced himself to pause for a few minutes and
reflect.
“Truthfully, there are a lot of great people in this world who do their thing that go
unrecognized,” Bader said. “On the surface, this is not something for me that was a huge deal —
but it is a very big deal. When you actually take the time and get off the conveyer belt of life, it
all becomes so humbling and very appreciative to me,” he added. “I love being a part of this
community and I loved my time at St. Paul.”
Bader Jr. began working at the dragstrip at the age of 10, shortly after his father, Bill Sr. bought
and reopened the facility in 1974. And make no mistake, it was hard work at the corner of Ohio
18 and 601. Young Bader worked every type of job possible at the track.
“My father instilled a blue collar work ethic, and we just do our thing,” Bader said. “I’ve always
shied away from some of this stuff, because it has a tendency to prevent you from staying
humble. But I was a blue collar kid that worked in the summer heat, and I wasn’t the product of
a rich family or anything like that,” he added. “Believe me, I can recall a lot of times seeing
friends drive by in their parents’ convertibles while I weeded in a ditch on Route 18.”
After high school graduation, Bader continued to work at the track, climbing the proverbial
ladder. He eventually took courses through Ashland University and earned his degree in
accounting and corporate finance.
Finally, in 1998, he took over the reigns as the President of then-Norwalk Raceway from his
father. It took a decade, but Bader Jr. began to transition the Raceway from an IHRA to an NHRA
facility.
That transition culminated with the rebranding of the facility to Summit Motorsports Park in
2007, which in turn landed the track the NHRA Summit Racing Equipment Nationals. With it
came all the national television cameras and professional race teams — and an influx of people
to the region, helping boost the local economy in the process.
Bader has often called the moment he stood with his dad at the starting line prior to the start
of the Sunday elimination rounds in 2007 as his fondest — and proudest — day in 40-plus years
in the business.
Over the years, Summit Motorsports Park has earned several ‘Track of the Year’ awards within
the industry. The Norwalk stop on the NHRA tour is often heralded as one of the best by both the
race teams and out-of-town fans. Among the staples include a pound of ice cream for $1, and
the big fireworks show to close out the annual Night Under Fire races.
An integral part of the Norwalk community, Bader has also been involved in several community
events, including the ‘Light up Norwalk’ Christmas celebration. Bader often has Summit advertise
the ‘Norwalk experience’ with local attractions.
“I’m proud to be part of Norwalk and the community,” Bader said. “The city has been great to
me and my family, and we’re very appreciative of what we’ve been able to do. I can’t imagine
having a better relationship with the community, so this is a natural part of that,” he added.
At St. Paul, Bader said he learned even more about work ethic, and
strengthened his Christianity.
“My guidance counselor was Mr. (Don) Klausing,” Bader said. “And not
long ago he sent me a card. It read that I had worked hard and God has
been good to me. The long and short of it is, he wanted me to know he
was proud of me.”
“That sat on my desk for over a year,” he added. “He had also cut out
and laminated a newspaper article in the card. Thirty-one years later, my
high school guidance counselor took the time to tell me he’s proud of
me. That says a lot about the people at St. Paul and their level of interest
and commitment to their students.”
Bader remembers many different teachers who impacted him over the
years. “I suppose as I sit here rattling off all the names of my old
teachers, maybe my time there impacted me more than I realized,” he
said. “They focused on making good people.
“St. Paul was tough, but I have very fond memories of the people who
went out of their way to invest quality of time in me,” Bader added.

Jordan Centers Mayer
Class of 2003
Athletic Sector

Jordan (Centers) Mayer just watched the 2002 Division IV state
championship volleyball match for the first time this year. There was never
a big reason for Centers-Mayer to rewatch St. Paul’s thrilling, stressful and
emotionally-draining win over Maria Stein Marion Local for the school’s first
state championship volleyball trophy.
She lived it. After a three-sport career that included nine varsity letters, but most notably a
record-breaking volleyball career, Mayer is inducted into the St. Paul Hall of Fame .
St. Paul entered the 2002 title match a perfect 28-0 overall and had not lost a set entering that
championship match. But Marion Local stunned the Lady Flyers with a 15-9 win in the first set.
However, St. Paul dug deep and won back-to-back thrillers to win the title, 15-13, 15-13.
"I actually just watched the match for the first time this year,” Mayer said. “I hadn't seen it since
it had happened. It was amazing to go back and compare from what I remembered of the match to
actually seeing it. We were challenged during the regular season, but not in a way where our backs
were up against the wall like that.
“It really made us dig deep and come together as a team — and it really made winning that much
sweeter, because we really had to dig deep and leave it all on the floor for every single point,” she
added. “That was before rally scoring, and every serve back and forth ... just a really tense match
and a lot of fun to look back, watch and relive those memories.”
But for Mayer, there was a bigger meaning to winning the state championship. Her senior class
had put together three very strong seasons prior to 2002, but the program was unable to break
through and win a district title to reach the regional round of 16.
"For my teammates and I, it was a very long time coming,” Mayer said. “We were lucky enough
to grow up together and play together for a lot of years — but we felt like we had come up short
leading up to that. We really had something to prove, and we had one goal — win
the state championship. Every day at practice and every match we played was
another step toward that goal.”
“I don't know if we could have ever imagined the season going the way it did
being undefeated and no three set matches until the last one in dramatic
fashion,” she added. “I think I can say anything less than a state title that year
— we would have been disappointed somewhat. But we really stayed focused
on what we wanted to accomplish and were able to do it."
But it wasn’t just volleyball in the accolades for Mayer, though she did
graduate as the program’s record holder for kills in a match (25), season
(289) and career (674). The two-time All-Ohioan (first team in 2002) also
set new marks for blocks in a season (120) and career (316). But Mayer was
also a National Honor Society member and the 2003 Class Valedictorian at
St. Paul.
She was also a three-year letter winner in basketball and twice in softball. In basketball, she was
a starter on the lone district championship team in St. Paul history (2000-01). Mayer is also
reflective and appreciative on her three-sport athlete high school career — a trend in high school
sports not quite as common today.
"Our classmates and teammates, and some of the grades below us — we all just liked to play
together,” Mayer said. “We all liked to work hard, but a lot of times it didn't feel like hard work
because we just enjoyed playing together and being part of a team. I personally have my parents
(Joe and Jody) to thank for allowing me to be a three-sport athlete.
“They made a lot of sacrifices for my sisters (Megan and Ryan) and I to even go to St. Paul and be
multiple sport athletes,” she added. “It definitely wasn't easy on them as well. But they were
always amazingly supportive of us participating in different sports and were our biggest
cheerleaders along the way."
After high school, Mayer earned a full scholarship to Miami University in Oxford — making her
one of the few St. Paul athletes to receive a Division I athletic scholarship. She transferred to
Capital University near Columbus for her last two years, where she was a two-time All-OAC firstteam selection and a two-time NCAA All-American (honorable mention/second team). Mayer
helped lead the Crusaders to back-to-back Div. III NCAA tournament appearances.
She graduated from Capital in 2007, Magna Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Arts in accounting.
She’s been with Ernst & Young accounting firm for 11 years, and is currently an Audit senior
manager, CPA licensed in Ohio and Illinois.
Also making the HOF special is knowing Mayer got to have sibling Megan as a teammate on the
2002 team, while Ryan also won a state title at St. Paul with the 2006 team. Also of note, her
uncles, Chris and Mike Mushett were on the 1969 state championship poll football team.
"This is definitely a surprise and not something I was expecting, but I’m very honored,” Mayer
said. “Just thinking back, I'm proud of what our team accomplished and what I personally
accomplished playing for St. Paul. It's really fun to look back and also follow the teams playing
today and seeing the success of the program is really great."

