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Mary Hickey
Distinguished Citizen
Class of 1938
The Grande Damme of St. Paul athlecs has
been recognized.
St. Paul athletes have never had a bigger fan than Miss Norwalk
of 1935.
With no fan-fare, Mary Elizabeth (Mayle) Hickey has quietly lived
95 years sharing the good news while serving the needs of others.
Mary rode the famous Dinky rail car to Pleasant Street
kindergarten and then a-ended St. Paul with her older sister, Rita,
who would later become Sr. Mary Marilyn, SND. Mary also had two brothers, Richard (Dick) Mayle
Class of 1940 and Frank (Bud) Mayle, Class of 1942.“Rita was quite the Tom Boy,” Mary assured. “She was also very popular, a cheerleader in fact.
She had no peers as far as an athlete. I remember her challenging me throwing the football,
playing basketball when she guarded me, constantly taking the ball away, and throwing and
catching the baseball. She was so much be-er, she was so good, that while she was a teacher at
the Notre Dame Academy in Toledo, Ohio, she would roll up her habit and hold her own with the
students.”
Mary more than held her own in the classroom, however. She was the valedictorian of her
class at St. Paul in 1938. She a-ended Saint Mary’s College in South Bend, IN, graduang magna
cum laude in June of 1942 with a degree in Home Economics and a minor in chemistry. She was
president of the Sodality of Mary as well as the May Queen.
She would teach chemistry at the college before moving back to Norwalk. Shortly therea?er,
she moved back to South Bend where in 1943 she married Chicago nave, Owen (Bud) Hickey.
Bud’s employment, ﬁrst with Naonal Advisory Commi-ee on Aeronaucs and later at the Lewis
Research Center, kept the couple in the Cleveland area. But, in 1959, the family moved back to
Norwalk as Bud was now commung to the Plum Brook (NASA) facility.
By the me the family moved back to Norwalk, it had expanded to seven, ﬁrst, Tom, then
Michael, followed my Mary Elizabeth (Be-y), Owen (Larry), and ﬁnally, John. All ﬁve a-ended St.
Paul with the boys playing most every sport including basketball, baseball, track and tennis. And
at every sports venue, Mary was front and center.
Mary was asked to leave the kitchen in 1963 by Fr. James Steinle to serve as the high school
secretary. She answered his call and did the same when Fr. William Bodart asked her to move to
the classroom to teach Home Economics. Again she agreed and taught for eight years, also taking
on dues as a Business Pracce teacher.
“I remember taking my class to the Modern Market so my students could recognize good cuts
of meat,” she oﬀered. “I also took them to look at appliances, assuring them that the most
expensive was not always the best.”
Mary le? St. Paul in 1976 for a posion at Chrise Lane, one that sent her back to college
(BGSU) for classes on Childhood Development. She would visit homes of challenged children,
explaining ﬁnancial support available, and also worked as a substute teacher. She le? Chrise
Lane in 1985.
Her emphasis in life returned to St. Paul in 1979 when she became acve in the revitalizaon of
the alumni associaon. She was the 1938 class rep and also served as a trustee, a-ending every
meeng and parcipang in every decision and project. One of them was the annual Dinner
Dance, an event that brought together her enre family.
Although widowed in 1975, Mary never knew of the word “rerement”. The Home Economics
Club, bridge, kniHng, baking and traveling with her grandchildren were all part of her schedule.
And there was also St. Paul and Notre Dame. If she couldn't a-end a sports event (and that was
rare) she sat at the kitchen table listening to the St. Paul Flyers on the radio.
At the request of Fr. Harvey Keller, she became a Eucharisc Minister, taking the Holy
Communion to the hospital, Carriage House and to shut-in’s. She also enjoyed being a lector,
especially at the 6:15 Mass.
She also a-ended the Friday School Mass where a?er the ﬁnal blessing she could be assured of
geHng a hug and a “Pray for Us” from high school football coach John Livengood.

Alan Myers
Athletic Sector
Class of 1956
The award-winning 1975 Associated Press picture of Vietnamese
mothers and children a-empng to grab the hand of a member of the
U.S. military in a do-or-die a-empt to board a plane and escape Saigon
was to most Norwalkians, only an ugly picture of war.
What locals did not realize was that one of St. Paul most recognized football players, Alan
Myers,(Class of 1956) had married a Vietnamese woman, Chanh Le, and her mother and ﬁve
brothers and sisters were among those people ﬁghng their way to those planes in an a-empt to
ﬂee the capital city which was being over-run by the Communists. The father of the family was
already a vicm of the war.
“It was really geHng nasty,” Myers remembered. “Only because Chanh and I both worked for
the Post Exchange in Saigon and sll had some contact with the military. The Post Exchange
oﬃcials did manage to get her mother and the children onto one of the last planes headed for
Guam.”
Eventually, the family made its way to Norwalk where they took up residence with Al and
Chanh in a modest home on Stoutenburg Drive. The family would blend into the community,
a-ended school and strike out on their own.
Al and Chanh have two sons, both St. Paul graduates. Both Bryan and Jeﬀrey live in Columbus.
Jeﬀrey with a strong compassion and love for animals works for Petsmart. Bryan works for Bob
Evans in the IT department. Bryan and his family spend most of their me in missionary work for
their church.
Alan, 77, the son of Joseph and Alice Myers, came into this world somewhere between sister,
Marilyn, and Brothers Dennis and Michael. He knew nothing but success on the athlec ﬁelds.
“I am not sure why I was so driven to succeed,” he explained. “I guess it
came naturally. We did have good coaches though, gentlemen who took
interest in us both in the classroom and in athlecs. As I remember, we had
a number of coaches but all of them were held in high esteem.”
Although Myers played basketball and baseball at St. Paul and even ran
track his senior year, the ﬁrst year the sport actually had dual meets, his
strength was football. When he le? high school, he owned several records
including the career rushing mark and the longest punt return. He also
played linebacker on defense.
“There was interest from Nebraska and the University of Detroit along
with Xavier,” Myers stated. “I chose Xavier because it was a Catholic college
plus it was close enough so family and friends could watch me play.”
Myers was good enough to play already as a freshman but a knee injury
and one complicaon a?er another from that injury would keep him on the
sidelines both his sophomore and junior years. He got back on the ﬁeld
again as a senior but with limited success.
He le? Xavier with a degree in Psychology.
“It just seemed like the thing to do,” he reasoned in joining the Marines. “We had Quanco on
our football schedule and they just seemed like class guys.”
Myers took his basic at Quanco, VA and upon graduang as a 2nd Lt. was sent to Okinawa as
a member of the 3rd Marine Division. He made 1st Lt. in 16 months. He was assigned to duty in
Vietnam with the tle of Motor Transport Oﬃcer.
“If it moved, I had control over it,” Myers explained. “Two things important to note at that
point. The ﬁrst was I was now a Captain and the second was the war had not yet started. The
landing in Chulai would come later and then on my second tour of duty in Vietnam, I was
staoned in Da Nang, a-ached to the First Marine Air Wing as the Motor Transport Oﬃcer. My
responsibility was the control of vehicles all the way to the DMZ.”
Myers le? the military but a?er a short snt with Xerox, took a posion with the Army-Air
Force Exchange (Post Exchange) and again found himself back in Vietnam, this me in Saigon. It
was there that he met his wife who as a civilian, worked in the PX. They married and in 1971 and
later le? Vietnam for the states.
It was four years later when the war escalated to the point that the Nguyen family, had to ﬂee
the country.
Upon his return to the states, Myers ﬁrst worked in sales for a number of ﬁrms including
Xerox. But, needing to be closer to home now with seven living on Stoutenburg Dr., he went to
work for Home Savings & Loan where, during three mergers, he worked his way up to vicepresident. He le? HS&L to take a posion with All-State Insurance, rering in 2009.

Dennis Doughty
Distinguished Citizen
Class of 1972
Norwalk Catholic School President Dennis
Doughty has come full circle. He started his career
as a Social Studies teacher at his alma mater in 1976 and will
probably end his 40 plus years in educaon at the same venue.
“I have been in the public’s eye as an administrator for a long
me now, serving public school systems at Monroeville, Western
Reserve, Willard and Norwalk in addion to St. Paul. It has taken
its toll. Decision-making is part of the job and many mes a
principal or superintendent has to make tough ones, decisions that
are not agreed on by the enre district.”
Just how long will this Hall of Fame inductee connue to serve?
“I am not sure,” he admi-ed. “My hope is that if I stay in educaon, it will be at a toned-down
level, at a level where I will follow the advice of an administrator who is perhaps wiser than I
was.”
Moving into the presidency of NCS upon the rerement of his good friend Wayne Babcanec in
2014 was Doughty’s third stop at St. Paul. His ﬁrst job in the classroom following his graduaon
from Bowling Green State University with a degree in Educaon, was in 1976 as a Social Studies
teacher, athlec director and coach. He served St. Paul in those capacies unl 1981 before going
back to BGSU to accept the posion of Summer Intern and Graduate Assistant in the College of
educaon.
“With no administrave posion open at St. Paul, I applied for the Assistant Principal’s post at
Monroeville and was hired there in 1982. In 1985, I le? there to take the principal’s posion at
Western Reserve. It was 1989 when Kris and I made the decision to return to St. Paul as its
principal.”
“That was a tough decision because St. Paul’s enrollment had dwindled to just over 150
students,” Doughty explained. “I knew I needed a lot of support including on the home front if we
were going to turn things around. I ﬁrst sought involvement of the Alumni and with their help, St.
Paul Pride was back. We also made sure our teachers taught their subjects at the highest level. It
took me, more than the three years I told Kris I would give it.”
Doughty stayed eight and when he le? the enrollment was back up to 300 and it was a school
students wanted to a-end.
Doughty would leave in 1997 to take the principal’s posion at Willard. A?er just two years
that school district elevated him to the superintendent’s post. He spent 12 years in the City of
Blossoms.
But, with his mother sll living as well as his wife’s parents and Norwalk superintendent’s
posion open, Doughty decided to apply. And like every job applicaon he applied for since 1982,
he won the appointment.
“Norwalk is a great community,” Doughty assured. “I thoroughly enjoyed my years at the public
school. The challenges are many in the public system and we were able to pass a much needed
operang levy in spite of organized opposion. The main reason I le? there a?er ﬁve years was to
rere, staying meant losing rerement money.”
Doughty assures he was anything but the heir-apparent to the Norwalk Catholic School
presidency when Dr. Wayne Babcanec decided to rere.
“I was unemployed, had the experience, and they came calling,” he claimed. “I was glad to be
of service.”
So, Dennis Doughty, has come full circle. And with Andrew, Alison and Alex all out on their
own, Kris and Denny look to have a quieter life although there are sll those who come calling
asking for his experse. He has been on both Willard and Norwalk hospital board over the years as
well as the United Fund, ADAMhs, Huron County Transit and Teen Leadership boards to name just
a few.
“Like I said, leadership roles take a toll,” Doughty admi-ed. “I’ll go year-to-year. I’ll know when
the me comes.”

Juli Burt
Distinguished Citizen
Grab any instrument from the band room and ask Juli
Burt to play it and chances are she can not only play it
but play it well.
It was the professor at Vandercook College of Music in Chicago who
told all of his students that if they had not lived through a problem
with an instrument, they could not help their students.
“So, I learned them all,” she stated. “Well, I should qualify that. I do
not touch the harp. Percussion, yes. Harp, no.”
At the insistence of her mother, Juli Noder, she learned to play the piano at an early age. At the
same me, she learned to sing folk music while a-ending a Catholic elementary school in her
home town of Henry, IL.
“I played an instrument I didn’t even know existed in the Henry Senachwine High School band,
the baritone” Juli admi-ed. “The music teacher told me at the me that I was a perfect candidate
to play it so I did. Li-le did I know that playing that instrument would lead me toward a career in
music.”
It was at Vanderook College where she met her husband, Kris. He was following in his father’s
footsteps as a Musical Educaon major.
In 1976, Juli Burt was hired by St. Paul to be the new music teacher. At that me there were 30
students in grades 8-12 in band and 14 in the enre elementary band program. St. Marys school
had 3 students in band. So the ﬁrst order of business was to sr up a lot of enthusiasm and
encouragement to get students interested in joining the band program. At St. Marys, in the ﬁrst
year alone over 40 students in grades ﬁve and six joined the program. The numbers grew over
the years reaching a high of 98 students in the concert band in 1997. “The band was so big we
could not ﬁt risers and bodies on the new stage, so the risers were removed. It was great,” said
Burt.
Juli began by teaching all the bands, a junior high choir and all the classroom music. The high
school band also included marching band, jazz band and pep band as well as a busy solo and
ensemble contest season. It was too much for one person and eventually in the 90's another
music teacher was hired to teach grades K-3. I kept grade 4 general music and we added high
school choir, high school music theory and high school guitar class as well as seventh grade
general music.
A?er discovering that there was a half an hour free between the end of high school ﬁrst period
and grade school, Juli started a guitar class which eventually became a thriving folk group. “We
ulized a high school and junior high group and covered the music for both schools masses. My
goal was always to include the students in the planning and to use the new fresh folk music that
was being wri-en to be used in the mass,” Burt stated.
Adding more music programing to the St. Paul community was always Burt’s goal. “It was Sue
Lesch wanted to start a talent show for our students and there was a lot of interest at all ages.
That led to an increased interest in the arts. I was then asked by the wonderful Convocaon
Center Commi-ee if we would like to include a new band room or an auditorium,” Burt said. Burt
immediately said that they should combine the two, and the talent show became a wonderful
new tradion of Broadway musicals for our high school and junior high. Burt, along with several
others were able to involve many talented and hardworking community members in the
producon of the musicals to the point where they grew to selling out four performances a year!
“It was such a blessing to have the Joan C. Camp Performing Arts Center and it sll connues to
be today,” Burt added.
The heart of Juli’s job was always the band. Teaching young people to know and love music as
much as she does was a joy each and every day. “Music teachers have the best job because we
get all ages and many diﬀerent groups over the course of a school day. Many of our smaller
ensembles grew out of our love for the music and desire to experience it in as many ways as
possible,” Burt stated.
There is always a person in the family willing to help and that is her equally-talented husband,
Kris. Juli can play 20 instruments. Kris can top that number. He is a rered music teacher, plays in
bands and repairs instruments.
The Burt’s have three daughters, all musically inclined. Kasey is in her 16th year as a music
teacher for Whitehall, Kerri has a degree in philosophy from OSU and Jenna has a degree in
sociology from OSU. Jenna has two children, Max age 7 and June age 1.

Emily Riley
Athletic Sector
Class of 2001
When Emily (Gross) Riley returned to the Air Force Academy in Colorado
Springs, Colorado for her 10th class reunion last fall, she could not help but
remember the challenges faced as a member of a class of 900 when just seven
percent of them were women.
“It was not easy,” she assured. “It does not take long for many cadets to recognize that service life is
not for them. I think we lost around 300 of the inial 1,400 in the ﬁrst six weeks of basic training alone.
“It was a tough four years with many challenges, but I am a be-er person because of making the
decision to work through that adversity.”
The challenge of a-ending and graduang from a U.S. service academy is something that few get the
opportunity to even a-empt. The selecon process in itself requires a diverse resume of
accomplishments, which Riley achieved as part of St. Paul High School’s class of 2001.
Riley accepted her appointment from the late Paul Gilmore, even though she would have been
accepted at most any university. Her GPA at St. Paul was just under 4.0.
“The Academy ﬁt my personality,” Riley believed. “The people there had the same morals and values
that were important to me. It was a structured sort of life, one I wanted to follow. People were
organized and disciplined and that seemed to ﬁt my style. Although it was not ﬁrst and foremost by any
means, the fact that I could play Division I sports in the Mountain West Conference also played a part in
my decision.”
And Riley did play sports for the Fighng Falcons, two years of basketball and one year of volleyball.
“I suﬀered an elbow injury in basketball as a sophomore,” she explained. “It put me behind as far as
a player. At that point, I re-evaluated things and thought it was a good me to give full focus to
academics. The silver lining was that it also allowed me to take advantage of some great leadership
opportunies. I was given the opportunity to run a ‘cadet in charge’ program for a full semester,
something I could not have done if I was playing basketball. It deﬁnitely was the way to go because I
would end up working with and listening to war-me veterans, astronauts as well as post graduates;
people from the academy that had made a diﬀerence.”
“Going back for that reunion was one of the coolest weekends I have had in a long me,” Riley
stated. “We went back up to the Cadet Area for a tour and it brought back memories of the me when
your classmates saw you at your worst. The relaonships that you build over those four years come
back to life, as they were built during tough mes. As I had no brothers and very few female
classmates, many of those guys played the role of ‘brother’ for me, and seeing them all again was a lot
of fun. You pick right up where you le? oﬀ and share story a?er story from those long Academy days.”
A?er her four years at the Academy, she was assigned to Charleston Air Force Base in South Carolina
where she was an Aircra? Maintenance Oﬃcer for the C-17 Globemaster cargo jet. She was there for
three years. In being over-manned for that posion, she received an early out in 2008.
Upon leaving the military, Riley took a posion with Stryker, a medical equipment company based in
Kalamazoo, MI.
“I wanted back home,” she admi-ed in making the decision to return to Norwalk. “So I came back
and interviewed for a posion at Fisher-Titus and have been fortunate to be part of this great team for
seven years now. I am currently in the Organizaonal Development Department and get to work on
helping develop leaders and leadership programs within our organizaon. It’s
truly a passion of mine and something that has come full circle for me since my
Academy days.”
Riley was both a standout basketball and volleyball player at St. Paul.
As a member of the Mike Wasiniak coached basketball team as a senior, the Lady
Flyers were the ﬁrst girls’ team to advance to the regional tournament. You will
sll ﬁnd her name in the record books at St. Paul as well, as many have gone
untouched since her graduaon in 2001.
“I would say when I joined St. Paul’s 1,000-point club was a highlight of
my athlec career at St. Paul,” she believed. “I followed two other members
of that club, Mandy Bowser and Colleen Creamer. They were great examples
of ladies who could score with the basketball.”
“Another bright spot was the opportunity to have my li-le sister, Anne, as
my point guard for two years. There was nothing like geHng a great pass
from her. She was always looking for me down court. I’m sure I owe 500 of
my points to her, and who knows how many turnovers she sacriﬁced to get me the ball!” Riley joked.
The volleyball teams under the guidance of Nancy Miller were also successful. Riley was the ﬁrst
player in school history to be named as a First Team All-Ohio Selecon her senior year.
“Looking back, when you consider the caliber of teams that Nancy has put together, that
accomplishment really means a lot to me. I was lucky to play with some amazing girls through the
years, and they deserve all the credit for making me the best player I could be,” Riley stated.
To round out her high school accomplishments, Riley was named as State Finalist for the Wendy’s
High School Heisman Award Program and Naonal Bronze Medal. This recognion is only given to 9% of
high school students across the United States. Riley was also an early recipient of the St. Paul High
School Leadership by Example Award, which she will tell you means more to her than any of her
athlec accolades.
The oldest of three daughters to Ma- and Lori Gross, Emily and her husband Tavis have a son, Clay,
2 ½, and a newborn daughter, Kendall.

2011 Hall of Fame Members
Distinguished Citizens

Helen M. Link ‘13
Thomas J. Hug ‘42

John E. Schumm ‘63
Bradley J. Alge ‘85

Norbert J. Barman

Athletic

Robert A. Lippert ‘52

Robert D. Smith ‘37

Michael W. Ebert ‘60
Jon R. Wise ‘58

Mike Gottfried

2012 Hall of Fame Members
Distinguished Citizens

Justice Clifford
Brown ‘32

Clinton McLaughlin
‘33

Kimberly Rose
Zimmerman ‘73

Athletic

Mike Wasiniak ‘70

Martin Healy ‘80

Colleen Creamer
Ward ‘90
Scott Endsley ‘94

Chad Stein ‘97

2013 Hall of Fame Members
Distinguished Citizens

John Magnuson ‘65
Gerald Volcheck ‘81

Don Hohler ‘56

Fisher Brothers

Athletic

Charles Amato, Jr. ‘66
John Wasiniak ‘90

Kami Roeder-Luers
‘93

David Poole ‘85

2014 Hall of Fame Members
Distinguished Citizens

Sister Mary Anthony
Honeck

Father George A.
Forst

Jim Wasiniak ‘63

Leo & Martha
(Matthews) Smith
Honorary & ‘55

Judith (Marshall)
Smith - Honorary
Jack & Ruth Weisenberger
‘54 & Honorary

Athletic

Daniel Pugh ‘98
ak ‘90

Stephen Schumm
‘59

George Potts ‘59

Daniel Pugh ‘98

Dave Rospert ‘89

2015 Hall of Fame Members
Distinguished Citizens

Mary Ann Creamer
‘79

Don Wheeler
‘55

Jim & Carol Kocher
‘58 & Honorary

Athletic

Dawn (Wise) Smith
‘94

Aaron Fries
‘99

Scott Jaworski
‘83

Kevin Jaworski
‘85

Know someone who should be in the Hall of Fame?
Go to the school website at www.norwalkcatholicschools.org and click on
The Alumni Tab to download the application.
Nomination forms are also available in the
Advancement Office in the High School.
Nominations are reviewed by the Hall of Fame Committee
every year and are kept for ten years.
Contact Hall of Fame Committee Chair, Matt Fair or Jenny Ridge
for more information
419.668.7223 ~ mfair@ncsmail.org ~ jridge@ncsmail.org

You do so many things to keep this school great! You give our events,
like the Hall of Fame, excitement and legitimacy. Your contributions to
Friends for the Future have exceeded over $800,000 annually. You have
given to tuition assistance and even funded specific tuition scholarships
that enable the families of our students to be able to afford a Catholic
Education.
Whether you are in Norwalk or out of town, you support your alma
matter with pride and distinction. You are part of the Flyer family. Your
support makes us strong and ensures that Catholic education in the
Norwalk area will be vibrant for years to come. Thank you for everything
red, white and black.

The purpose of the St. Paul High School Hall of Fame is to recognize the men and women who,
through their determination and hard work established and maintained the proud tradition of being
a Flyer. They exemplify the values taught in our homes, in our classrooms, and on our playing !ields.

Eligibility (Please circle area of nomination):

Distinguished

Athletic

To be considered for the award, the person must:
-Have attended St. Paul High School or have been employed by St. Paul High School.
-Lettered in at least one sport for two years or two or more sports for one year (for Athletic).
-Fifteen years elapsed since enrollment or employment at St. Paul High School.
STEP 1: Name of Nominee____________________________________
(maiden name) __________________________
Years attended SPH______________________
Graduation year_____________
Please !ill out the appropriate section:
______ 1. Student (individual must have been out of school at least 15 years at time of nomination)
Activities or Sport______________________________________________________ Years at SPH________________
______ 2. Teacher or Coach (individual can no longer be teaching/coaching for St. Paul High School)
Sport_____________________________________________________________________ Years at SPH________________
______ 3. School of!icial (individual can no longer be serving in the capacity of the position of nomination)
Position__________________________________________________________________ Years at SPH______________
______ 4. Community member__________________________ Years involved with SPH_________
The Hall of Fame has been created to recognize individuals who were outstanding athletes or who have
made outstanding contributions to their community, or the Norwalk Catholic School/St. Paul High School
community. These individuals should also have distinguished themselves as successful adults.
STEP 2: On a separate sheet of paper, please explain why your nominee should be considered for
the St. Paul High School Distinguished/Athletic Hall of Fame. Please provide as much detail as possible
regarding the nominee’s school accomplishments as well as post SPH endeavors.
STEP 3: Contact information for nominee/nominee’s family
Name______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone/Cell _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Email ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
STEP 4: Nomination submitted by
Name__________________________________________________________________________________________ (full name)
Address_____________________________________________________________email_________________________________
Home Phone___________________________________________ Cell phone_______________________________________

Nominations will be accepted at any time. The selection committee will convene
annually in May and select the inductees. The inductees will be noti'ied by July 15th.
Please return this form to: Hall of Fame Committee, Norwalk Catholic School/St. Paul
High School. 93 E. Main Street Norwalk Ohio 44857. Nominations will be held and
reviewed for 'ive years.
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