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All around us are people of all ages in „need‟.
Some might need ongoing help… but many
simply need some well chosen kind words or
direction, along with our most precious gift time. To truly make a difference, one doesn‟t
have to go to another country, company or city.
The greatest hero, is the one who steps forward
today, right where they „just happen‟ to be.
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Prayer and Dinner
Induction Ceremony - Hosted by Don Hohler
John E. Schumm „63

Presented by: Mary Carabin
Michael W. Ebert „60

Presented by: Jim Ebert
Bradley J. Alge „85

Presented by: Dick Alge
Jon R. Wise „58

Presented by: Henry Timman
Norbert J. Barman

We Celebrate The Difference You Made To Our
Community of Saint Paul’s And Beyond
Bradley Alge * Mike Gottfried * Robert Smith
Helen Link * Jon Wise * John Schumm
Norbert Barman * Robert Lippert
Michael Ebert * Thomas Hug
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Presented by: Jeanne Kerr
Closing Comments

John E. Schumm
Distinguished Citizen
Class of 1963

John Schumm has spent his lifetime in the
classroom teaching French. His career includes
30 years at Sandusky, 10 years at Norwalk
Catholic School and two years at the Firelands
Campus of Bowling Green State
University.
Regardless of how many trips he made
north to Erie County, John E. Schumm is
St. Paul and always will be.
A 1963 St. Paul graduate where he was
one of the assistant editors of “Spirit”, the school paper, John attended
Bowling Green State University where he received his BS in education. He
went further north to the University of Michigan for his Masters Degree.
John‟s first love has always been the French language. His works, in that
language includes an extensive thesis on “Diplomatic Preliminaries of the
Sino-French War of 1884-1885.” He served as chairperson for Sandusky
High School‟s foreign language department for 29 years, he taught a program
he personally developed for students at the Glenwright Academy for Gifted
Students.
In 1999, he joined the faculty at St. Paul and St. Mary Elementary Schools as
a French instructor for 5th and 6th graders. Many times, he was the tour
guide in France for his students.
It was in the summer of 1979 when John, then the president of the St. Paul
Board of Education, and high school principal Thomas Imerson made the
decision to re-activate the alumni association.
John tirelessly served as the new president of the association and also took
on the role of editor of the SPH Alumni Newsletter. He served in that
capacity from 1979-2007. His passion was a successful dinner dance
gathering, one that brought together both young and old for an August
celebration.
It could be said that no member of the alumni spent more time and energy in
keeping the association alive.

Robert D. Smith
Athletic Sector
Class of 1937

At age 91, one would have thought Bob Smith
would have long since returned to the stands to
watch the game. Not so, Bob remains an
intricate part of the Toledo Central Catholic
coaching staff. One would be hard-pressed to
count the thousands of athletes Bob Smith
has coached starting at his alma mater,
St. Paul, in 1941 - over 70 years ago.
And really, it was quite by accident that
Bob became a coach. He had graduated
from DeSales College in Toledo and was
waiting to be drafted when he suffered a ruptured appendix. After the
operation, doctors said he needed six months to recover. While waiting for the
military to call, he took a teaching position at St. Paul (mechanical drawing).
He also helped out as an assistant coach.
Bob did get that call and served his country from late 1842 to 1945. After being
discharged, he accepted a teaching-coaching position at Fremont St. Joseph. He
would serve as the athletic director there for 30 years, the head coach for 28 and
the head basketball coach for 22.
His 189-62-8 football record along with 12 Sandusky Bay Conference crowns
speaks volumes about his success. During that run, his team won what was
then a state record 27 consecutive games. He was named Ohio Coach of the
Year in 1960. Meanwhile, his basketball teams won 11 SBC crowns.
In 1976, Fr. Martin Donnelly asked Bob to come to Toledo Central Catholic as
its business manager. He served in that capacity for 10 years while continuing
to coach as an assistant at Central Catholic. While assisting with the school‟s
work-study program, he remained as the freshman gray football coach for 25
years and the freshman football team coach for 20 years.
His awards have been many and include induction into five previous Hall of
Fame‟s including the Ohio Football Coaches Association Hall in 1984. He is also
enshrined in the National Football Coaches Hall, the Ohio Athletic
Administration Association, and both, Fremont St. Josephs and Toledo Central
Catholic. Bob also received the Northwest District Board‟s Mac Morrison
Lifetime Service Award.
Bob and first wife, Ethel were married for 33 years. They had three children.
She passed away in 1975. He and present wife, Eileen, have two daughters.
They have 18 grandchildren and 13 great grand children.

Thomas J. Hug
Distinguished Citizen
Class of 1942

When Tom Hug talked, everyone listened.
And for good reason. Tom Hug backed up his talk
with action.
Seldom, however, was the action of Tom and
Lois Hug ever publicly recognized.
Parishioners knew who was responsible for
any number of high-dollar items that
suddenly appeared but never was any
credit asked or taken by Tom and Lois.
The Hug‟s love everything about St. Paul,
be it the parish, the school‟s and the athletic programs. Hug knew about the
latter. He was a four-year football letter-winner at St. Paul.

Michael W. Ebert
Athletic Sector
Class of 1960

Deland, Fla. – One wonders just how many points Mike
Ebert would have scored had the three-point shot been
in affect.
Even without it, his single-game 46-point total against
Milan during the 1959-60 season has withstood the test
of time. Also, during his senior year, the 5-8 sharpshooter scored 45 against both Lorain St. Mary
and Polk.
In a recent telephone interview, Ebert explained
his 5-7 frame kept him from shooting jump shots.
“My only recourse was to keep shooting set shots
from further back.” He had single game field
goal totals of 20, 19 and 18 his senior year. As a sophomore, Ebert broke Al
Gamble‟s 31-point school record.

Hug served his country in World War II. He was awarded the Purple Heart, the
Food Conduct Medal with two Bronze Stars.

Ebert honed his skills against much bigger defenders by masking week-day trips to
Sandusky, Bellevue, Huron and Lakeside in the case of the latter community, paying
a 50-cent entry fee to get into the gated community.

Following service, he attended the University of Dayton, graduating with a
degree in Engineering. He founded Hug Concrete in 1951. The firm was
recognized as the Curb & Gutter King of Ohio.

His average over three-years of varsity basketball was 24.8 points. He would become
St. Paul‟s first All-Ohio First Team player at a time when there was just two
divisions in Ohio sports. He led both divisions in scoring in 1960, averaging 32.4
points per game.

Hug was as comfortable working along-side his men as he was in the board
rooms. He served on various committees for the Ohio Contractors Association
including on its Board of Directors. He chaired the Labor Relations Committee
in 1971.

Ebert would turn down scholarships to Akron, Marquette and Xavier in favor of one
to Kent State, a grant-in-aid he would officially sign after a game in what was then
the high school cafeteria, now the school‟s computer center.

On the home front, from 1981 to 1994, he was a member of National City Bank‟s
Board of Directors.
Upon retirement, Hug moved from the board room to his wood-working shop.
His carpentry handy-work included doll cradles and jewelry boxes, all of them
free to organizations for raffles and auctions.
Witty and cheerful with a keen sense of humor would be one way of describing
the personality of the concrete world‟s “Curb King.”
The Hugs have nine children including John, Steve and Joe who remain in the
contracting business. Barb (Schnellinger) is an Art teacher at Norwalk Catholic
Elementary, Kathryn lives in Cleveland Heights and teaches piano from her
home; Mary Anne (Heyman) is a financial advisor and lives in Ft. Collins, CO;
Lisa is a naturalist and environmentalist residing in Sebastopol, CA; Don is also
a Californian and is a feature film production supervisor; while Maggie is a
teacher in Erie, PA.

He scored as many as 32 points as a member of the KSU freshmen team but when
the coach that recruited him accepted another coaching position after his freshmen
season, his predecessor decided on taller guards. Ebert was 5-9 and his runningmate 5-7.
Ebert taught Business Education and coached at Bay Village before moving closer to
home, Berlin Heights, in 1966. He returned to his alma mater as a teacher and
athletic director. It was while here that he was instrumental in St. Paul joining the
Firelands Conference. He spent four years at Sandusky High before starting a 16year teaching-coaching career at Waynedale High School in Apple Creek. While
there, he and wife, Penny (Jamieson) watched four sons, Mike, Josh, Tim and Ted
excel both in the classroom and in athletics. Oddly enough, the strongest sport of
the four was not basketball, but rather, wrestling.
Ebert coached football, basketball, baseball, tennis and track over his 33-year career.
Tim remains in Amish country, teaching at a Mt. Eaton Elementary School. Mike is
also in education as is Josh, Mike is teaching at Daytona Beach and Josh in Pierson,
FL. Ted served nine years in the military and is now the assistant director of the VA
Office in Cleveland.
The Ebert‟s, residents of Deland, FL, have eight grandchildren, all girls.

Bradley J. Alge
Distinguished Citizen
Class of 1985

One would have expected Brad Alge to be a professor
some day. As the valedictorian of his class, he had the
right start.
His life-long dream, however, was to play football
at Notre Dame. Three solid seasons at
quarterback under the tutoring of head coach
Wally Zanotti and his father, assistant coach Dick
Alge, set him up for what should have been senioryear statistics that would make that dream come
true.
With football, there are injuries and in Brad‟s case, it came in the first game of
the season. A shoulder injury while playing safety put him on the sidelines
until the final game of the year. Brad needed a seriously good performance for
film to send to Notre Dame with the hope a play or two would catch the eye of
an Irish assistant. And, it would not be throwing the football. Brad went into
that last game as a wide receiver and caught three touchdown passes. He had
the film. Now was it good enough.
Weeks of waiting followed. Finally, the letter. He was invited to walk on and
try and make the team.
The rest is history. Brad made the team and played four years, the first year
under Jerry Faust and the last three under Lou Holtz.
It was a memorable four years, one capped off by the Irish going 11-0 and
playing West Virginia for the national championship in the Fiesta Bowl. Notre
Dame won, 34-21.
Following Notre Dame, Brad accepted a consulting position with Accenture. His
love for football, however, lured him back to the sport as a graduate assistant at
Kent State. Success was not the same as Notre Dame, however. Brad‟s next
stop was Akron where he would be re-united with Faust. Not for long, however.
It was at this point in his life that he decided on his second love, teaching. He
went on to earn his PhD in organizational behavior at The Ohio State
University.
Upon graduation, Brad applied at Purdue for an opening as an associate
professor. Now the Associate Professor of the Krannert school of Management,
Alge has had any number of writings published. He has either made
presentations or chaired symposiums at national conferences in Denver,
Washington, D.C., San Diego and New Orleans, all of them dealing with
communication in the workplace.

Mike Gottfried
Athletic Sector
1967 to 1970

The nation knew Mike Gottfried for his work on the ESPN
network. St. Paul knew him for putting the school on the
Ohio football map.
Gottfried is greatly respected to this day by St.
Paul football fans who remember the four
unforgettable years (1967 to 1970) when Flyers
teams won 38 of 40 games in route to winning
the Associated Press state small school
championship in 1969.
No football fan, and there were over 3,000 of
them that night at Whitney Field, will ever forget the battle of the two area
undefeated teams, Edison and St. Paul. Although given little chance, St. Paul won
the game handily, 34-12.
His four years, two Firelands Conference titles, and .950 winning percentage would
propel him to the college coaching ranks. His first stop was at Murray State (197880). From there, he went to Cincinnati (1981-82). After that, it was a stop at Kansas
(1983-85) and finally Pittsburgh (1986-89). While at Pitt, Gottfried‟s teams compiled
a 26-17-2 record which included two wins each over Notre Dame, Penn State and
West Virginia. His college coaching record was 77-54-6.
His on-air radio and television shows while at Pittsburgh caught the eye of ESPN.
His first shot at national television was the New Year‟s Game Day telecast analyst.
He also hosted his own show in Atlanta. Although he was out of coaching, his
expertise as a defensive coach was well documented. He spent many pre-seasons
working with defensive backs in the Dallas Cowboy organization.
His writings appeared in Top Recruit Magazine and also in a weekly column for The
Sporting News. Gottfried and former San Francisco coach Bill Walsh teamed to
write the original play book for the inaugural 1991 World Football League season.
Although now retired from ESPN, Gottfried remains a sought-after motivational
speaker. He has spearheaded any number of fund-raisers for charitable
organizations in Ohio and his adopted state of Alabama.
Mike and wife, Mickey, founded Team Focus in 2000. It is a cost-free community
outreach program aimed at young men without fathers. Mike felt drawn to start
this foundation because he lost his father at age 11. He understood the difficulty
and hardships young men without fathers feel. Since then, a similar G.I.R.L.S.
Network under Team Focus has also been founded.
Mike‟s autobiography, titled Coach‟s Challenge: Faith, Football and Filling the
Father Gap, was released in 2007.
Mike and Mickey have two daughters, Marcy and Mindy. They reside in Mobile, AL.

Helen M. Link
Distinguished Citizen
Class of 1913

Helen Link was one of a number of St. Paul
alumni who over the years insured Catholic
education in the city.
A member of two prominent Norwalk Catholic
families, the other being the Hiltz‟s,
Helen, along with her three sisters,
excelled at the German-speaking
elementary school.
Eventually, she would take an active
part in what was then a new two-year commercial high school opened by Sr.
Mary Anthony on the top floor of the old St. Paul Catholic School building
located on Monroe St. It is said she arrived at school early to use typewriters
that were scarce and had to be shared.
Helen graduated at the top of her class in 1913 and was granted a position as
executive secretary to highly respected Norwalk attorney G. Ray Craig. Even at
that young age, Helen managed most of Mr. Craig‟s financial affairs. Upon Mr.
Craig‟s death, she was hired by Cornelius J. Ruffing, a post she would hold until
she completed a 50-year career.
During her stellar career as executive secretary to the two attorneys, Helen
amassed a small fortune through wise investments. She was a confidant and
financial advisor to several pastors as well as the Sisters of Notre Dame but, at
the time, never let this be known.
Also, during this period, she asked Mr. Ruffing to draw up a document, one that,
if needed, could save Norwalk Catholic Schools. It was simply known as the
Norwalk Catholic Schools Trust Fund. Helen made the initial substantial
contributions. She remained in contact with Mr. Ruffing until her death in 1987
and even in late-life, encouraged donors to donate in an effort to keep it
financially healthy.
Helen and her family were good friends with the Schumm family, including St.
Paul graduate and long-time teacher John Schumm.
“Her primary concern, even late in life, was her parish and the school,” John
Schumm stated. “She wanted to make sure the school was endowed. Her
foresight and generosity has made St. Paul a financial Gibraltar for generations
of students.
Never wed. Helen passed away July 24, 1987. Her funeral Mass was concelebrated by her cousin, Rev. John Hiltz and Rev. Harvey Keller.

Jon R. Wise
Athletic Sector
Class 0f 1958
Jon Wise represented his school, his church and his
country with dignity and honor.
It could be said, as Jon Wise went, so did the major
sports for three years at St. Paul. He
earned six varsity letters, three in football
and basketball. His hard-nosed running
style from his fullback position earned
him Back of the Year honors as a senior.
He was president of both his junior and
senior classes and vice-president of the freshman class. He also attended
Operation Youth (the equivalent to Boy‟s State) as a junior.
A 12-year student at St. Paul, he served Mass for seven of those years. Jon
continued his football career at the University of Akron. He lettered all four
years and also lettered as a wrestler. He graduated in March of 1963 with a BS
degree in Industrial Management.
While at Akron, he was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in the Army through the
ROTC program. His service record is honorable to say the least.
· He served two one-year tours in Viet Nam, the first in 1965 and again in
1972;
· He was wounded in May of 1972;
· Between Viet Nam tours, he served a one-year term in Korea from Nov. of
1967 to Dec. 1968;
· His badges and medals number eight total including the Bronze Star;
· He retired with the rank of major and then earned the rank of Lt. Col. In
the Army Reserve at Ft, Stewart Ga.
In between war zone deployments, Jon earned a MBA from Louisiana State,
Baton Rogue, La. in 1971.
Married in June of 1963 to Crystal (Catron) Wise, the couple had two children,
Jon William, Ft. Worth, TX, and Tara Grace Lee, Summerville, GA.
It will be a very special night for the Wise family at the induction ceremony.
Expected to be present will be Jon‟s mother, Rosalyn.

Norbert J. Barman
Distinguished Citizen

A Hall of Fame inductee on the first-ever ballot
at a school he did not attend?
Not likely.
But, there are not many general contractors
that would take a one-year leave of
absence from his business to be the
general foreman for a $1.3 million
Convocation Center and do it free of
charge.
Norb Barman did just that and he
continues to be a fixture on the St.
Paul campus wherever construction
needs done. And, over a 45-year span, he never has asked for or accepted a
dime for his work.
Barman, a farm boy, was born and raised on Geiger Road and attended St.
Alphonsus and Monroeville High School.
He continued as a farmer on Scranton Road after his marriage to Sheila
some 56 years ago. The couple had eight children including five boys, all
skilled in the construction trades. All eight family members are St. Paul
graduates.
Barman partnered for 10 years with James Seitz, Sr. in the home building
business. He left that firm, continuing for 25 years as owner of Barman
Construction. For five years, he was the co-owner of that firm with
youngest son, Chris.
“We always thought it was pretty smart of Dad to school his boys in the
different construction trades,” daughter and realtor, Dina Lukasko offered.
“He didn‟t have to look for someone to dig a basement, lay up a basement
wall, lay brick, or stickbuild a home. He had Edwin, Dale, David, Anthony
and Christopher schooled to move on site and go to work.
The daughters that have helped produce 22 grandchildren and seven great
grandchildren are Lukasko, Bonita Barna and Kathleen Sigsworth.

Robert A. Lippert
Athletic Sector
Class of 1952

Robert Lippert was a fixture at St. Paul athletics for 50
years. He coached at every level, grade school, junior
high and high school and toward the end of his coaching
career, answered the call of athletic director and
started running the scoreboard clock, first at boys
varsity basketball games and then at girls
basketball games and then at volleyball games.
He was in the scoring/timing chair for as many as
50 events over the course of a school year and
seldom was his timing questioned.
A 1952 St. Paul graduate, Lippert joined the
service, serving in the U.S. Army for two years.
After a stint with Roth Construction, Lippert took a position at Clevite Corporation in
Milan. He retired from that firm after 35 years of service. While working at Clevite
by day, Lippert started coaching in the afternoon and evenings at his alma mater,
first at the CYO level and then in the Junior High. His 1966 8 th grade basketball
team went undefeated as did his 1968 8th grade team. In 1969, he was a member of
Mike Gottfried‟s football staff that won the AP state title.
Although he certainly knew basketball and football, by his own admission, baseball
was his first love. He stressed fundamentals, a lesson his 1977 Senior Division, IGA
sponsored Lefty Grove Team took to heart in winning the title.
Later, he accepted the role of varsity baseball coach at St. Paul. He held that position
for 15 years. His 1985 team won the Firelands Conference title, winning 11 of 13
conference games. He was named the conference Coach of the Year. That team went
on to win the district finals.
His coaching and teaching of athletics did not go unnoticed. His honors over his
career included being the recipient of the school‟s Joe Werner Memorial Award. For
25 years, Lippert was a volunteer firefighter for the city of Norwalk. He also was a
color commentator for radio stations WLKR for a number of years. Of later years, he
was a substitute teacher-study hall monitor at St. Paul.
Married to Mary (Timman) just months short of 50 years, the couple have three
children, Sharon Locke, Robert J., and Joan McCoy, all St. Paul graduates. Those
marriages have produced eight grandchildren and two great grandchildren.
The “Big Man”, as he was known at the school, “soldiered” right to the end. Lippert
slipped on the ice, taking a nasty fall on Feb. 27, 2010, the morning of the last St.
Paul boy‟s basketball game. Somehow, and in great pain, he struggled to the
Convocation Center that afternoon and kept the clock for the game against Crestview.
He would be hospitalized later that weekend and would never recover from that fall.
He passed away April 18, 2010.

