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Purpose of Extracurricular Activities at DCHS:

At DCHS, we want to provide all of our students the chance to improve their cognitive skills
and give them an opportunity to improve on many soft skills that are necessary in today’s
society.  Through extracurricular activities, students will be able to improve in areas such as
teamwork, social skills, physical and mental health, and self-discipline.  By improving in
these areas, students will gain confidence and employability skills. These activities also
help students to make and keep good friends.  The following handbook provides an outline
of rules and procedures to help all of our extracurricular programs to provide a safe and
meaningful experience.

Section I: School Activities Conduct

1. School- Sponsored Activities

Students who miss school due to school activities and events (sporting events, field trips,
band/vocal, FFA, Speech, Scholar Bowl, etc.) are not considered absent.  However, the
student must get the assigned make-up work before leaving for the activity or event and
have the work completed by the due date determined by the teacher.  Failure to have the
work completed by the determined date could result in loss of credit for the assignment.
Students need to get an activity make-up sheet from the office prior to their activity.

a. Cell Phones:

Cell phones may be used by students on activity trips out of town, unless
prohibited by the bus driver or sponsors involved. Picture phones with the
flash are not allowed during activity trips due to the flash that distracts the
drivers.  Students should remember, however, that the use of cell phones is a
privilege and not a right, and they are encouraged to be respectful of those
around them. Students should have cell phones turned “off” when
participating in school activities such as athletic events, performances, etc.

Use of cellphones in any locker room or bathroom is a violation of the code of
conduct rule.

Trip sponsors may ask students carrying cell phones to provide their cell
phone numbers in order to facilitate safety and communication during trips.
However, students are not required to provide their cell phone numbers to
sponsors.

b. Release of Students:

A student will only be released to their parents from any away trip activity.  This is
advised by KSHSAA and is strictly enforced.  Students may be released to an
authorized guardian with prior principal approval by the end of the school day.
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Students must travel with the bus to an event unless an emergency situation arises.
Parents can then get permission to drive their child only to an event for drop off.
Permission must be granted from the principal.

2.  Travel Code of Conduct:

As Red Devils, our conduct should reflect pride in our school, our community, and
ourselves.  The following guidelines should serve students of DCJ/SHS in the area of proper
conduct on school-sponsored trips.  It is not meant to cover every situation but rather the
basics associated with all school-sponsored trips.

a. General

Students are to refrain from the following at all times on school-sponsored trips:

Showing affection for each other

Using profanity

Using tobacco

Partaking of alcoholic beverages or other drugs

Vandalism

Shoplifting or stealing

b. Students, when in cities, should never be alone. They should stay in groups of two
or more.  Students violating the above codes are subject to:

Suspension from the school activities

Suspension from future school activity trips for an indefinite period

Suspension from school

c. On school activity trips, the basic guideline is “that we leave together and return
together.”  No deviations will be made without consulting the principal in advance.
At the end of an event, a  parent or authorized guardian may sign a student out.

d. Activity Meal Policy:

The activities director and principal will determine the activities that qualify for the
meal allowance.  On qualifying activities away from home, the District will provide
$6 per meal. Meal money will only be provided for students and sponsors for
overnight trips and state competitions.

e. School Bus Conduct:
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Students will not change seats while the bus is in motion, except by direction of
sponsor.

Students will not deface bus parts by writing, feet, etc.

Students’ seating arrangements will be left to the discretion of the sponsor.

Students will not use obscenities--including vocal and/or hand signals.

Students will keep their arms, hands, feet, head, and possessions inside the bus.

Students will use normal conversations--excessive noise is unnecessary. School yells
are permissible.

Students will police the bus and leave it in a neat and orderly fashion with all trash
in the proper receptacles.

Students may only watch PG-13, PG, G rated movies on the bus.

f. Restaurant Conduct

Students will have a neat personal appearance.

Standards of service will not always be what we expect.  Student complaints should
be made to sponsors, not to the management or the help.

Students will display courtesy and good manners in restaurants at all times.

g. Motel/Hotel Conduct

Students will leave rooms in the manner in which they were found.

Students will remain in groups of two or more; do not wander around alone.

Students should report all irregularities immediately to the sponsor.

In respect to other guests in the motel/hotel, students are not to be excessively noisy
and/or rowdy.

Standards of service will not always be what we expect.  Student complaints should
be made to sponsors, not to the management or the help.

Students will have a sponsor present in a motel/hotel room when both girls and
boys are present.

Where advisable, a parent or senior should be in each room and in charge.

h. Away Trip Technology Policy

5



Students are allowed to have cell phones and other technology when attending an
away trip or overnight trip.  The district is not responsible for any technology
brought by students.  The students may use cell phones to contact parents.  Cell
phones or other devices may not be used to message or photograph anything or
anyone without permission from staff.  Staff may collect cell phones at any time from
students to prohibit use or distractions.   Staff members are then responsible for the
technology until it is returned to the student.   Any evidence of abuse in regards to
this policy could result in administrative action, possible dismissal from activity or
team, and/or loss of technology privileges at school.

Section II: Scheduling

1. Activity Scheduling

All activity scheduling must be presented and approved by the principal in order to
be entered on the master calendar.

There will be no school activities scheduled on Wednesday nights as long as
possible. All athletic/activity practices will be completed and athletes will be
showered and out of the buildings by 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday evening. Likewise, no
activities are to be scheduled on Sunday, unless cleared through the principal.  This
is in accordance with a request from the Oberlin Ministerial Association and USD
294 School Board.

Students must be in school by 11:40 (the beginning of 5th hour) to participate in
school activities or to practice that day unless excused by the principal in advance.

Section III: Eligibility

1. KSHSAA Eligibility: Eligibility requirements for all Junior High and High School
students pertain directly to any and all activities that fall under the KSHSAA
jurisdiction.
Section 1:  General Regulations

Article 1:  Students, who must attend a semester to regain scholastic
eligibility, may not participate in inter-school activities until after they have
attended class in a new semester.

Article 2:  Schools that issue credit in subjects on an annual rather than a
semester basis, shall consider the grade issued at the end of the first half of
the school year the equivalent of a first semester grade, and a grade issued at
the end of the school year the equivalent of a second semester grade.  Each
half-year must consist of at least eighteen weeks.

Article 3:  A student in grades 7 - 12 shall meet the following requirements
for eligibility in inter school activities:
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a. Scholarship--The student shall have passed at least five new subjects
(those not previously passed) of unit weight, or its equivalency, the
previous semester or the last semester of attendance.

b. Enrollment--The student shall be enrolled in and attending a
minimum of five new subjects (those not previously passed), of unit
weight, or its equivalency, during the present semester.

NOTE:  High school students dually enrolled in colleges, who have their college
hours recorded on their high school transcript, may count five hours of college credit
as two subjects of unit weight or three hours of college credit as one subject of unit
weight.  However, the student must attend at least one class of unit weight at the
member, base school per semester.

Article 4:  If a student drops out of school four weeks or less before the close
of the semester and has completed a sufficient amount of work to give him or
her a semester’s credit without relying upon the work that is incomplete, the
student may be certified as eligible the following semester, as far as grades
are concerned.

2.  Eligibility Policies for Students enrolled at Decatur Community Jr./ Sr. High School

Kansas State High School activities should be an integral part of each student’s high school
career. Nevertheless, the Board of Education, the High School Administration and the
Faculty regard participation in such activities as a privilege. This privilege shall be
dependent upon the academic standing of each student.  The following are the guidelines
for students to be eligible to participate in those activities.

a. Academic Probation

Students failing two (2) or more subjects or are showing three or more reds in
Summit on Monday at 10:30 a.m. as noted on PowerSchool will be placed on
academic probation. A student placed on academic probation will be subject to a one
(1) week probationary period during which the student will remain eligible to
participate in KSHSAA activities.

Academic Support is suggested and encouraged during Probation.

b.  Academic Ineligibility

Following the one (1) week probationary period, if a student continues to fail two
(2) or more subjects as indicated on Powerschool or has three or more reds in
Summit, he/she will become academically ineligible to participate in any contest or
performance involving their KSHSAA activities, but may continue to attend and
participate in regular practices and meetings.  Coaches may add to eligibility
requirements for their sport if it is approved by the principal, is fair, and in their
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established rules given out at the beginning of the year.  During Academic
Ineligibility, the student may not miss any academic time to attend school activities.

Academic Support is mandatory once a student becomes academically ineligible.  It
will take precedence over attending practice.

Academic Support may consist of but not be limited to:

1. Extra help sessions with the teacher

2. After school tutoring/mentoring

3. Guidance support

Section IV: Physicals/ Medical Guidelines

1. Physical Examination

Every student who participates in any sport must have a physical examination.
Physical forms are available in the office.  Coaches are responsible to see that the
physicals are taken; recorded on the KSHSAA form; and signed by parent, student,
and doctor.  When completed, the form is to be turned in to the office. A student will
not be allowed to participate until the physical form is on file in the athletic
director’s office.

2.  Concussion Guidelines

Based on Kansas law, effective July 1, 2011, any student participating in athletics or
spirit MUST have on file with the school a Concussion and Head Injury Information
Release Form signed by both a parent/guardian and the student. This form must be
on file before the student participates in their first practice of the school year.

3.  Emergency Action Planning

ALL schools should have written emergency action plans in place for all activities
and all venues where these activities take place. Coaches, administrators, school
medical personnel and student participants all need to be aware of the EAP and all
may have responsibilities in carrying out the EAP.

4.  New Fall Heat Acclimatization Rules:

Beginning the first day of fall practices, Oberlin USD 294 will implement the
recommended Activity Modification Policy based on Wet Bulb Globe Temperature.
The following recommendation is listed below:
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Beginning Monday of SCW #7, the following practice rules apply to football, boys
and girls cross country, boys soccer, girls volleyball, girls gymnastics, girls tennis and
girls golf:

a. Only one practice per day is permitted the first 5 days of practice. All individuals
shall only practice once per day for the first five days the individual practices, no
matter when the person joins the team or if the person misses days due to
injury/illness.

b. No single practice may last longer than 3 hours. All warm-up, stretching,
conditioning and weight lifting is included as part of the 3 hour limit.

c. A separate walkthrough is permitted in addition to the single practice. The
walkthrough cannot be longer than 1 hour and must be separated from practice by
at least 3 hours of rest. A walkthrough is defined as a teaching opportunity with the
athletes in which no protective equipment is worn. No physically exerting activity,
including any conditioning or weight lifting, may take place during the walkthrough.

d. Beginning on practice day 6, double practice sessions are permitted for any
individual who has completed 5 days of single practices. Double practice sessions
cannot be held on consecutive days. The day following a double practice day would
be either a single practice day or a rest/recovery day.

e. On days of multiple practices, no single practice may last longer than 3 hours and
total practice time combined shall not exceed 5 hours.

f. To be deemed a practice, a majority of the squad members must participate in the
organized team training session.

5.  Changes to Football Rule:

a. Players must have a minimum of one day of rest/recovery during any week
(Sunday- Saturday), beginning Monday of SCW #7 through SCW #21. Only
injury treatments are team meetings, walk-throughs (no equipment,
including helmets), conditioning or weight lifting is permitted on a
rest/recovery day.

b. Week One Guidelines (SCW #7):  Days 1 & 2 of practice: Helmets only (Air
and Bags only are permitted.)  Day 2 of practice: Helmets and shoulder pads
are permitted. (Air and Bags only are permitted.)  Days 3 & 4 of practice:
Helmets and shoulder pads are permitted. (Day 3: Control permitted; Day 4:
Thud permitted Air, Bags, and Control are permitted.)  Day 4 of practice:
Helmets and shoulder pads are permitted. (Air, Bags, Control and Thud are
permitted.)  Day 5 through Saturday of SCW #9 of practice: Full Contact (Air,
Bags, Control, Thud and Live Action are permitted) may begin with the
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following guidelines: On any day involving multiple practices, only one
practice may involve Thud and/or Live Action.

6.  Cheerleaders (grades 9 - 12)

Any student with a signed Parental Consent Form and Physical Examination Form is
eligible to try out for cheerleader.  Cheerleaders will abide by the same regulations
that apply to other KSHSAA activities.  Cheerleaders are elected in the spring of the
year.

Section V: Buffer Weeks

1. Summer Moratorium:

The Executive Board shall establish a consecutive seven day period (including July 4)
where there shall be no school related athletic activities. During this time, coaches
(licensed teacher coaches and coach aides employed by member schools) shall be
prohibited from engaging in any type of activity involving student athletes whether
it be practice, training, weight lifting, conditioning, competition or travel. All
member school athletic facilities will be closed during this period to school
personnel and students grades 7-12. If member school athletic facilities also serve as
non-school community recreation facilities, these facilities may remain open during
the moratorium so long as no school teams are playing and no school coaches are
coaching the teams/individuals. During this one week dead period, students may
attend camps or competitions but may not do so with their school coaches. This
moratorium does not impact fine arts or spirit activities. Section 2: Senior High
Regulations

2.  Fall Athletic Buffer Week:

There shall be no athletic practice, offseason conditioning, informal basketball
shooting, working out on wrestling mats, etc., in school-owned facilities during the
Fall Athletic Buffer Week, commencing on Monday of Standardized Calendar Week
(SCW) #19, through Sunday, SCW #20. Athletic activities of this nature may not be
held under the supervision of a school staff member in non-school facilities. This
means a moratorium on all school-sponsored athletic activities during this week.
Gymnasiums shall not be open to the students during the Fall Athletic Buffer Week
for the purpose of shooting baskets, working out with weights, etc., outside of school
hours. Noon hour and physical education classes are considered part of the school
day. The Fall Athletic Buffer Week does not eliminate football practice for those
senior high schools who qualify for football playoffs until such time their football
season is over. The same applies to the gymnastics program. EXCEPTION: Players, no
more than three boys and three girls from each participating school’s basketball
team, will be allowed to participate in clinics designed to promote and improve
basketball officiating prior to SCW #20. The following restrictions will apply: a. The

11



clinic must be approved by the Kansas State High School Activities Association b.
Students may participate in only one such clinic per year.

During the school year, but outside the season of a sport, coaches/coaches’ aides
may not coach in practice or competition those students they will be coaching the
following year in that sport. Art. 6: Beginning with the Saturday before Memorial
Day, through Saturday of SCW #2 Sunday of SCW #3, football, volleyball, and
basketball coaches/coaches’ aides are permitted to coach athletes from their school
squad. a. Supervise use of indoor/outdoor facilities by athletes in their sport. b.
Beginning Sunday Monday of SCW #3 and ending Sunday of SCW #5, football,
volleyball and basketball coaches/ coaches aides may, work with individual students
or a single group (no more than 3 students in basketball, 4 students in volleyball, 6
students in 11-Player football, and 5 students in 8-Player football) provided
instruction is on a voluntary basis, and requested by the student(s). Such instruction
must occur at a time separate from supervised sessions defined in (a).. Art. 7:
Coaches/coaches’ aides other than football, volleyball, and basketball are not subject
to the restrictions outlined in Article (6). Art. 8: Beginning Sunday of SCW #5
through and including Sunday of SCW #7, only voluntary weight training and
conditioning is permitted for all school athletic teams. No school team practices shall
be permitted until Monday of SCW #7.

3.  Winter Moratorium:

The Executive Board shall establish a consecutive five-day period (including
December 25) where there shall be no school practice or interscholastic contests or
activities.

a. There shall be no interschool activities.

b. There shall be no staff members present for any interscholastic activities.

c. There shall be no staff members present for any interscholastic activity practice in
activities under the jurisdiction of the KSHSAA. Art. 2: There shall be no group
interscholastic activity practice either on or outside school premises under
supervision of school employees. Art. 3: Music groups may perform, provided there
is no practice in the school facilities and their performance is locally and on a
volunteer basis only. Art. 4: Trips by school activity students or groups are
permissible, provided the students do not participate physically in any activity
related to interschool activities.

Section VI:  ATHLETICS General Information

1. Athletic Insurance

12



Students need to be advised that USD #294 does not carry any kind of athletic
insurance on individual athletes at DCJ/SHS.  The only insurance provided through
DCJ/SHS is the catastrophic insurance issued by the KSHSAA--sponsored activities
for accidents that medical-related payments are in excess of $10,000.  Any student
with questions concerning this insurance should contact the principal.

2.  Athletic Managers/ Statisticians

Basketball, football, volleyball, and wrestling head coaches may select up to four
statisticians for each season.  These statisticians will travel with the team and
receive the same meal allocation as team members.

3.  “D” Letter

Those athletes who earn the varsity “D” letter, as having met the requirements of the
sport as set forth by the coach, are expected to wear the school letter with dignity
and pride.  The varsity “D” may also be voided, even if qualified, at the discretion of
the coach if the school or community is not represented properly.

Letter Requirements:

Cheerleading Letter Requirements
A cheerleader may cheer for two seasons, fall and winter, each year, and
receive a letter award for each season if:

1. She has successfully finished the whole cheering season, without
suspension.

2. She has displayed a positive attitude, good attendance, and designed
posters.

3. The varsity “D” may also be voided, even if qualified, at the discretion
of the coach if the school or community is not represented properly.

Cross Country Letter Requirements

1. The student competes at the varsity level and runs under the
prescribed time established by the coach.

2. The student is a senior having competed each and every season for
DCHS (four-year requirement), thus earning the varsity “D.”

3. The student may be awarded a varsity “D” if injury or other
extenuating circumstances are established, at the coach’s discretion.

Golf Letter Requirement
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1. The student competes in a majority of the varsity meets and scores
under the prescribed total established by the coach.

2. The student is a senior having competed all four years of DCHS thus
earning the varsity “D.”

3. The student may be awarded the varsity “D” if injury or other
extenuating circumstances are established, at the coach’s discretion.

Football and Basketball Letter Requirements

1. The student has played in one more than one half the quarters in varsity
games during the season.  (One play in football or one second of play in
basketball shall constitute a quarter.)

2. The student is a senior who has been out three or more seasons and has the
recommendation of the coaching staff even though he/she may lack the
required quarters.

3. The student is recommended by the coaching staff if the student has met the
eligibility requirement for the nine-week period following the end of the
sport.  (If he/she does not meet eligibility requirements at that time, the
letter award will be withheld until he/she does meet standards for a
nine-week period.) The student finishes the season or is excused before
season’s end by the coaching staff.

Track Letter Requirements

1. The student places in the state meet.

2. The student places in the regional meet.

3. The student places in the league meet.

4. The student has a total of 16 points for the season.

Points are earned in the following way:

Dual meet Triangular Four teams or more

1st  - 2 points 1st - 3 points 1st - 4 points

2nd - 1 point 2nd - 2 points 2nd - 3 points

3rd - 1 point 3rd - 2 points 4th - 1 point

Relays are divided by four.  Places in the state, regional, or league relays qualify for
letter requirements.

Volleyball Letter Requirements
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1. The student plays in one more than half the season’s matches.
2. The student participates in more than half of the varsity playing dates,

including sub-state action.
3. The student is a senior who has been a squad member for four years.
4. The student has made contributions, which the coaching staff feels

merits such an award.

Wrestling Letter Requirements

1. The student wrestles in at least five varsity matches.  Varsity
tournaments count as one match.

2. The student places in the regional, sub-state, or state-wrestling
tournament.

3. The student is a senior who has been out three or more seasons and
has the recommendation of the coaching staff.

4. The student is injured or becomes ill after participating in at least
three scheduled varsity matches and, therefore, is unable to finish the
season shall be lettered if it is the opinion of the coaching staff that the
wrestler would have otherwise qualified.

5. The coaching staff recommends the student.
6. The student who is dropped for disciplinary reasons shall forfeit all

credit toward a letter.
7. The coach, with the approval of the athletic director and principal,

shall under unusual circumstances be free to make exception to the
requirements listed above.

Any unexcused absence from practice will mean the loss of a match for credit
toward lettering.

Lettering Program for FFA

1. Earn 200 points on the points system by April 1.
2. Participate in at least five activities that either earn money for the chapter or

are community service projects.  Examples:  BOAC, Safety Project, Petting
Zoo, etc.

3. Participate in at least seven District FFA contests.
4. Attend State FFA camp and either District Speech contest or State FFA

Convention if elected an FFA officer.
5. Attend Greenhand Conference if a first year FFA member.
6. Participate in fruit sales and work auction (required of all members) to earn

money for the chapter.
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Lettering Program for Vocal Music
1. Be enrolled in Vocal Music.
2. Earn 70 points over a one- or two-year period.
3. Points are awarded for activities outside of regular classroom activities.

Examples:  accompanying, KMEA Choir activities, all-school musical, lessons, solo
and ensemble participation, DCHS Singers, Chanté, pre-approved outside
performances.

4.  Points are awarded on the basis of student involvement in the activity.

Points must be earned by May 1.

Lettering Program for Speech

1. The student must contribute to the overall team spirit by:
a. Displaying a positive attitude as demonstrated through the

observance of school and KSHSAA rules and guidelines.
b. Encouraging other team members.
c. Contributing to team points as well as individual points.
d. Finishing the season in good standing.

2.  The student must attend all coaching sessions as scheduled, unless
excused by the coach.

3.  The student must attend all morning meetings with no more than two
unexcused absences.

4.  The student must compete in at least four invitational tournaments and
participate in competitions such as league, regional, and state for which they
qualify.

5.  The student must prepare two events for competition taking each to at
least one tournament during the speech season.

6.  A student shall forfeit all credit toward a letter if the school or community
is not represented properly.

7.   A student may earn a letter through other means by discretion of the
coach.

Lettering Program for Band

Eligibility for lettering in the DCHS band will be up to the discretion of the band
director on an individual basis and will be based on the following: enrollment in
band class, attendance and effort in band class, participation in pep band (football

16



and basketball), participation in KMEA district honor band, participation in
regional and state music festival (large group, solo and/or small ensemble),
participation in private lessons, participation in any "extra" music groups such as
the Kansas Lions Band, and participation in any "special" school-related
performances such as the homecoming parade and Veterans Day performances.

4.  Opening Ceremonies

The Red Devil band will be in charge of the national anthem at home football
games and will alternate the national anthem with the DCHS singers at home
basketball games.

5.  Dressing Rooms

Dressing rooms will be open at 3:40 p.m. to start preparations for practices.  Junior
high students are to be in the showers no later than 6:00 p.m. and senior high
students are to be in the showers no later than 6:15 p.m., unless otherwise notified.
Each athlete will check out a lock from the athletic office previous to receiving
equipment.

6.  School Cancellation

If school is canceled or school has an early dismissal for any reason, (ex: weather)
there will be no after school activities.  This includes practices and attending away
events.  In the event of a late start due to weather, any activities planned before
school will also be canceled.

Section VII: Decatur Community Jr./ Sr. High School Code of Conduct

Decatur Community Jr/Sr High School believes that school activities are a positive influence
for students and the community.  The expectation for all of our students is to be lawful in
the conduct of their daily lives.  Students who voluntarily represent Decatur Community
Jr/Sr High School in various activities are held to a high standard of conduct.  All
participants are expected to understand and follow this Code of Conduct.

Participation in extracurricular activities is a privilege.  This privilege is available to a
student for as long as the student complies with District, KSHSAA, and coach/sponsor
policies/rules.  The Code of Conduct applies to behavior that takes place ON or OFF school
grounds and at ANY TIME during the student’s enrollment at Decatur Community Jr/Sr
High School, including the off-season.  This includes the start of fall practice and concludes
at the end of track season. The Code of Conduct will be in effect 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week.  When off-campus or private behaviors are proven to violate district policy and/or
the Code of Conduct, then consequences will follow if brought to the attention of the
Athletic Director.  The examples and guidelines listed may not cover every possible instance
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that can occur.  The interpretive authority shall be vested in the administration to
determine the outcome.

Chain of Command:
It is important that information and concerns about the sport programs proceed through a
logical level of authority. Problems may be resolved at an initial level and would not need to
involve the principal or superintendent. Players, parents and coaches are advised that they
should address their concerns and requests using the same format:

1. Coach
2. Varsity Coach
3. Athletic Director
4. Principal
5. Superintendent

Types of Violations:
1. Drug/Alcohol:

Students may not use, be under the influence, distribute or have possession of
alcohol, tobacco, illegal drugs, nonprescription drugs, and/or non authorized
prescription drugs on school grounds, at a school activity or while representing
Decatur Community Jr/Sr High School.  Any student suspected of an offense shall be
notified and afforded an opportunity to present his/her side of the situation.  The
parent/guardian will also be notified.

2.  School Suspension:
Students who are suspended from school are prohibited from participation in
practices and interscholastic events during the length of the suspension. Students in
ISS/OSS may not participate or practice in any extracurricular activities for the day it
was issued or the weekend if issued on Friday.  The coach may choose to suspend
the student for a longer period if deemed necessary.

Detentions are to be served before a student may attend any after school activity,
this includes practice, events, or games.  If a student is given a detention on an away
activity, the student is to serve that detention over going to the event.

3.  Academic Honesty:
Students will display academic honesty and responsible decision-making.  Academic
Dishonesty shall be defined as: Dishonesty or cheating that occurs when a person
attempts to pass, as their own, work that is not theirs.  Examples: receiving help on a
test including copying or receiving answers or giving help to another person, lending
or borrowing homework or class work without the teachers’ permission, copying
out of books or other sources (internet sites are included in this category) without
giving credit to authors.  Any violation will be subject to an appropriate penalty at
the discretion of the Athletic Director and/or the Principal.
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4.  Attendance-Truancy:
The administration, faculty and coaching staff recognize that attendance at school is
critical to a student’s success in the classroom, much the same as attendance at
practice is essential.  Participants are expected to be on time and attend all of their
classes and avoid truancy.  A student must report to school by 11:30 in order to
participate in extracurricular activities.  After that time period, the school must have
a Doctor’s note for an appointment.  The coach and/or the administration reserve
the right to limit activity/athletic participation in cases of tardiness, absences,
truancy or non-attendance at school or practice.

5.  Unsportsmanlike Conduct and Other Unacceptable Behavior:
Unsportsmanlike conduct and other unacceptable behaviors which are contrary to
the spirit of the Code of Conduct, are subject to an appropriate penalty at the
discretion of the Athletic Director and/or the Principal, taking into consideration the
seriousness of the offense, any harm or injury to person or property, the remorse of
the athlete and any other relevant factors.  Any unsportsmanlike conduct on a coach
or player needs to be reported to the Athletic Director.

Requirements for Ejected Coaches Coaches who are ejected from a contest (at all
levels grades 7-12) are required to complete the NFHS “Teaching and Modeling
Behavior” course prior to coaching in their next game. (The course fee is $20 and
can be completed in one hour.) The next game is defined as the next regularly
scheduled day of competition. In addition, the school administrator is responsible to
provide the KSHSAA administrator a copy of the coach’s certificate of completion of
the online course. (The coach may print this as the final step on the online course.)
Recurring ejections result in a requirement to repeat the course.

Requirements for Ejected Players Any player ejected from a contest at any level of
play (grades 7-12) for unsporting conduct or behavior will be required to
successfully complete the free “NFHS Sportsmanship Course” online, prior to the
KSHSAA and school reinstating his/her eligibility privileges. The school principal or
athletic director is responsible to oversee compliance of this requirement. There is
no cost for the course which takes approximately 20 minutes to complete. Schools
are not required to submit the student’s certificate of completion to the KSHSAA but
should retain it on file.

6.  Violation of Team Rules and Regulations:
Coaches may establish reasonable rules and regulations, subject to the approval of
the athletic director, for behavior not otherwise specified in the Code of Conduct.
Coaches rules are not to contradict any rules of the Athletic/ Activities Handbook.

7.  Unlawful or Delinquent Behavior:
An unlawful or delinquent act is a violation of any civil or criminal statute,
ordinance, regulation or court order (except for minor traffic offenses) including, but
not limited to civil rights violations, theft, vandalism, destruction of property, or
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other misdemeanors or felonies as defined by the Kansas Criminal Code.  A student
who pleads guilty, is found guilty, or found to have committed a delinquent act by
any court of law, pleads no contest to or dispositions through a settlement and
charged with an unlawful act is also subject to sanctions in accordance with the
Code of Conduct.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Athletic Director reserves the
right to determine whether the student committed an unlawful or delinquent act
rather than to be bound necessarily by the decision of the courts or others.
Incidents involving students either directly or as an accomplice will be subject to
review by the Athletic Director.  The Athletic Director will decide the appropriate
penalty for the student taking into consideration the seriousness of the offense, any
harm or injury to person or property, the remorse of the student and any other
relevant factors.

Upon any violation of the Code of Conduct, the student will be (1) subject to school
policies regarding student behavior and (2) face the following consequences.
Additional penalties may be imposed at the discretion of the coach/sponsor.

* Behavior will, at all times, be a good reflection on Decatur Community Jr/Sr High
School.  Practice will be attended unless excused by the coach.  Absences will be
excused for illness, doctor or dental appointment, and family emergencies.
Coaches/sponsors have the authority and discretion to remove students from
playing time or participation as long as they feel necessary, for behavior the
coach/sponsor deems is not a good reflection on DCHS and for unexcused absences.
The coach/sponsor can remove a student from the team for continual acts of
misbehavior or unexcused absences.

1. First Violation
Penalty:
After confirmation of the first violation, the student shall lose eligibility for
the next two (2) consecutive interscholastic events or two weeks of a season
in which the student is a participant or will be for the current school year,
whichever is greater.  No exception is permitted for a student who becomes a
participant in a treatment program.

2. Second Violation
Penalty:
After confirmation of the second violation, the student shall lose eligibility for
the next six (6) consecutive interscholastic events in which the student is a
participant.  No exception is permitted for a student who becomes a
participant in a treatment program.

3. Third Violation
Penalty:
After confirmation of the third violation, the student shall lose eligibility for
the remainder of the school year.

Sportsmanship
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Decatur Community Jr/Sr High School believes that interscholastic competition involving
member schools of the KSHSAA should be governed by the basic principles of good
sportsmanship.  Since all who participate must operate within the framework of sound
educational principles, it follows that:

1. Students/Athletic teams at Decatur Community Jr/Sr High School come under the
jurisdiction of and are required to abide by the rules of the KSHSAA, so that all may
compete under identical standards.

2. Those who take advantage of the privilege to participate in activities/athletics,
either as a participant or spectator, are expected to conduct themselves in a manner
that does not detract from the educational environment.

3. Competitors, coaches, officials and spectators enter into competition knowing that
errors are a normal part of an activity and are likely to happen.  Anyone can make a
mistake.

4. Although winning is certainly an admirable goal, it is hollow if it comes at the
expense of morals, ethics and just plain common sense.  The following spectator
behavior is expected:

Fans and Spectators Expectations:
1. Stand and remove head wear during the National Anthem.
2. Cheer for their team rather than against their opponents.
3. Maintain self-control at all times while conducting themselves as responsible citizens.
4. Show respect for opponents in every way possible.
5. Always be positive in support of their teams.
6. Recognize and acknowledge good performances made by both teams
7. Respect officials and accept their decisions.
8. Censure fellow spectators whose behavior is inappropriate.
9. Be humble and not boastful in victory and gracious and not bitter in defeat.

Fans and/or spectators may be asked to leave a contest or may be banned from
future contests if these expectations are disregarded.

Section VIII: Coaching Policies

1. All Rule 10 Coaches will be subject to take the Coaching Principles and CPR
certification course in their 2nd term on the job.

2. All Coaches will be required to take the NFHS Heat Prevention and Illness test, along
with the NFHS Concussion in Sports test.

3. Upon resignation from their coaching duties, all coaches will be required to turn in
appropriate materials (keys, books, ect..), along with a letter of resignation to the
Athletic Director.
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Activities/Athletics Handbook Form 22-23

You must have this sheet signed and turned into the office if you wish to participate.
The handbook will be available on the school’s website.

Student Name: ____________________________________

Student Signature: __________________________________

Parent Signature: ___________________________________

Activities/Athletics Handbook Form 22-23

You must have this sheet signed and turned into the office if you wish to participate.
The handbook will be available on the school’s website.

Student Name: ____________________________________

Student Signature: __________________________________

Parent Signature: ___________________________________
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