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From the Desk of Rabbi Monczyk: 

 פרשת וארא

 

In this weeks Parsha, the Torah told us about Moshe and Aharon’s many visits to Pharoh’s palace on 
Klal Yisroel’s behalf, attempting to have the Jewish people freed. When the Torah write their names, 
sometimes Moshe‘s name is written first and other times Ahron‘s name is first. Rashi Notes the discrep-
ancy and points out the Torah did it intentionally to tell us that Moshe and Aharon were of equal great-
ness, and that neither of them was more holy than the other. But how can that be? It is well known that 
in absolute terms, Moshe was far greater than Aharon! Moshe spoke directly to Hashem so how can we 
say that Ahron was on the same level as him? 
 
Perhaps we can answer that in Judaism, we do not measure greatness in absolute terms, but rather in 
relative terms. If a person does his Avodat Hashem to the very best of his or her potential, Hashem val-
ues is it as much as the Avodah of great Tzadikim. Moshe was an “Ish Elokim”, attaining the highest lev-
els of Nevuah, while Aharon’s task was his association with people, being an “ohev shalom v’rodef sha-
lom”, an area where he excelled and was legendary. In Hashem’s eyes, Aharon’s work enabled him to 
serve Hashem to the best of his ability, and was therefore considered equivalent to Moshe Rabeinu, the 
Tzadik Hador. 
 
We can learn from here an important perspective on how one should perceive his Avodat Hashem. A 
person does not need to reach the same spiritual heights as the Gadol Hador in order to be special in 
Hashem’s eyes; rather he must focus on his or her own personal mission, and what Hashem expects of 
them. When a person internalizes this concept, they can unlock the greatness within themselves, and 
rise to their own unique spiritual heights. 
 
We all have strengths and powers far greater than we can ever imagine. Do we realize what we can tru-
ly accomplish when our mind is put to a task in becoming a better and more productive person? 
Reb Meilich Biderman from Yerushalayim quotes a fascinating Medrash to help illustrate this point. 
Since we were young children, we were taught that Pharoh went down to the water to bath early in the 
morning so that people would think that he did not have to relieve himself, and was some sort of a G-d. 
One morning, Hashem told Moshe to get up early, and stand before Pharoh when he goes out to the 
water. Hashem wanted to show Moshe the Pharoh isn’t a G-d. The Medrash then says that Pharoh 
wanted to daven to Hashem, but was told by Hashem, “go early before he has a chance to pray to me”. 
Hashem then said, “if Pharoh prays to me first it will be too late“. Could you imagine, Pharoh who made 
made life miserable for 600,000 Jews has a the power of prayer at his leisure? If Pharohs prayers could 
have impacted Moshe‘s results then let’s just think for a moment how powerful our Tefillot can be! 
Sometimes we just need to remind ourselves before we daven how powerful our Tefillah really is. 
It’s worth more than we could imagine and the impact it can have on our nation is immeasurable. 
 
 

Have a wonderful Shabbos!  

Rabbi Moshe Monczyk 

Limudai Kodesh Principal  

 4:0:פרשת וארא: הדלקת נרות  



 

 

Shulamith  

Happenings! 

 

What a great week! 

Grades 5-8 joined Rabbi Monczyk and myself for Parsha with the Principals on Wednesday 

evening!  It was wonderful to spend time with each other, eat a delicious dinner and learn 

Parsha! Thank you to Miri Schwartz (Grade 7) for enhancing the event with a delicious sushi 

platter! 

Grades 1-3 enjoyed their field trip to Puppetworks on Tuesday. They saw marionettes perform 

“Cinderella”! It was very exciting for the girls to watch a story that they know and love, “come 

to life”! 

Over Mid-Winter Break, Grades 1-5 students have a daily reading log to fill out. All students in 

grades 1-8 have a davening and learning chart! Please fill out both and return to the office 

when we return on January 30th for prizes! 

I hope that everyone has an incredible vacation! Take this opportunity to rest, spend time with 

friends and family, and create amazing memories! 

I look forward to seeing everyone Iy”h on January 30th! 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Mrs. Mandelbaum 

ISRAEL NEWS 
 

ADL: Number of Americans Harboring Extensive Antisemitic Prejudice Doubled since 2019  
(Anti-Defamation League) 

    A new survey from the Anti-Defamation League found belief in antisemitic conspiracy theories among 20% of Americans, nearly 
double the antisemitic prejudice ADL found in 2019. 

    39% believe that Jews are more loyal to Israel than the U.S., while 20% say Jews have "too much power." 
    23% believe that Israel gets away with anything and controls the media. 18% say they are uncomfortable spending time with a pro

-Israel person. 
    3% believe every one of 11 anti-Jewish statements respondents were asked about, which might seem small but adds up to 8 mil-

lion Americans - more than the number of Jews in the U.S.  

https://www.adl.org/resources/press-release/number-americans-harboring-extensive-antisemitic-prejudice-doubled-2019


 

 

THANK YOU to our amazing volunteers that made our 
book fair a success! 

 
Volunteers4 
 
• Yael Steinmetz (beautiful book fair flyer) 
• Aviva & Shimon Boyar  
 
Book Fair Volunteers4 
 
Monday4 
• Rena Lavian (mother of Rachelli, grade :) 
• Angela Vaisman (mother of Leeza, grade 3) 
• Angela Haies (mother of Tamarah, grade :) 
• Galina Kenigsberg (mother of Rebecca, grade :) 
• Mili Cohen (mother of Avigayil, grade :) 

 
Tuesday4 
• Yael & Shimon Steinmetz (parents of Hadar, grade 5) 
• Sarah Nathan (mother of Harriet, grade :) 
• Malka Simon (mother of Aliza, grade 7) 
• Tova and Motty Schneider (parents of Tali, grade 7; Daniella, grade :; Tamara, 

grade 1)  

• Tamara Schneider4 January 19th  

• Avigail Cohen4 January 21st  

• Orly Adler4 January 21st 

• Meira Solomon4 January 23rd  

• Esther Marachli4 January 23rd  

• Chava Sharf4 January 2:th  

• Mia Naamti4 January 2:th  

• Ayala Lopin4 January 29th  



 

 

Pre1A News 
   
 
In this week’s Parsha, פרשת וארא Hashem commands Moshe and Aharon to return to 
Pharoah to tell him that it is Hashem who wants the Bnei Yisrael to leave Mitzraim.  Pharoah 
demands proof that the request comes from Hashem.  Your daughters know about what hap-
pened when Aharon threw his staff on the ground in the palace.  We learned that Pharoah 
was not impressed by this sign from Hashem and still refused to let the Jewish people leave. 
 We learned that Hashem sent ten Makot. We also learned that Moshe Rabbeinu was told 
by Hashem that Aharon should be the one to put the stick in the water at מכת דם . Moshe 
learned to show Hakarat Hatov (gratitude). He was thankful that the water had stayed calm 
when, as a baby, he was placed in a basket in the river. From this we learn that we, too, 
should show Hakarat Hatov to people who help us.  
 We discussed that Aharon hit the river with his staff and the entire river turned into blood.  
The girls know how the Mitzrim reacted to this and what happened when they tried to take the 
water from the Jewish people. 
 We enjoyed learning about the מכה צפרדע.These were not little, harmless frogs4  
      One morning when Pharoah awoke in his bed 
      There were frogs on his head…….                           
However, the moment the frogs were gone, Pharoah forgot how terrible they were and re-
fused to let the Jewish people leave. We discussed the next five Makot4  ,כנים,ערוב, דבר, שחין
 ברד .
 This week we continued to discuss how healthy, hearty meals help to keep us strong and 
fit.  We stressed the importance of good nutrition and a balanced diet. We know the im-
portance of a healthy breakfast that includes such nutrients as calcium, protein and vitamins.  
Each morning we offer your daughter a choice of a different cereal and milk, in case she did-
n't have time to eat breakfast at home. The girls now know that a healthy diet means eating a 
daily selection of foods from the various food groups.   
 We are continuing preparing for Tu B’Shevat and are learning so much about plants, fruits 
and trees. We know that Tu B’Shevat is the day when the new sap starts to rise in trees.  We 
will be continuing to focus on Tu B’Shevat after vacation and are looking forward to our trip to 
the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens on February 2nd.  
 Over the last few weeks we reviewed the brachot we recite on the various foods we eat.  
This week we discussed the brachot we make on things other than food. We sewed red 
 ,roses for Havdala and hope that each week it will bring the bracha of light בשמים   
happiness, and simcha into the home. 
 Please remember to have your daughter daven each morning and remind her to say  
brachot on the foods she eats. That is just one way your daughter can make sure that the she 
is doing mitzvot at all times. 
 Finally, we hope you enjoy the mid-winter vacation and that the girls will have many excit-
ing things to talk about when they return to school. 
 Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom and an enjoyable midwinter vacation.  
              
    Morah Caroline 
    Morah Ahuva 
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Congratulations to our 8th Graders  
 
whose JSAT average scores exceeded the national average by 7%!  
 
Of the 1,800 students that took the JSAT exam…  
• Our scores in Chumash, Navi and Hebrew Language exceeded the national 

average by an overall average of 12 percent.  
• Over the last : years, our Chumash knowledge, critical thinking, and Hebrew 

language scores increased by an average of 7%.  
 
Top scores went to Avigail Weiss, Sara Khallouf and Emma Rose Nagel!  
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Parsha Program with the Principals 

Shulamith Snapshots 
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:th graders turn plastic bags into inflatable hearts with Morah Amy 

Some All-Star Readers from Grade 1 came to read to Mrs. Mandelbaum! 
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Ecosystem Escape Room in Grade 5! 
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Kita Daled Worked on a Book Report in Literacy Groups 
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In honor of completing Parshat Vayera, third graders  

prepared a talent show fallowed by cake decorating.  

Honored guests included Rabbi Monczyk, Mrs. Mandelbaum, and the 

2nd grade.  
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Pre1a Book Fair 
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Fourth Grader Racheli Lavian celebrated her birthday on 
Wednesday. Thank you for the yummy cupcakes!  Happy 

Birthday Racheli !עמו"ש  

 

Edible Cells by Mrs. Coleman 
and Grade 7  
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