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From the Desk of Rabbi Monczyk: 

 פרשת ויחי

 

 In this weeks Parsha, Yaakov Avinu gives a bracha to each of his sons individually, and has a special message for 

each one of them. Nevertheless, he makes a point of gathering them all together and giving each his blessing in the pres-

ence of the other brothers. This was done in order to teach them that although every Jew has his own mission in life des-

ignated just for him, he must never forget the fact that he is part of Hashem‘s master plan. 

 

Royalty was granted to Yehuda, the Kehuna to Levi, Torah to Yissocher, and so on. Every individual has his personal mis-

sion to carry out in his lifetime. Each individual must also remember the part he must play in partnership with the whole 

group. This principle can be learned also from the way the flags were arranged in the desert. Each Shevet had its own 

flag, but they were all united in their camps surrounding the Mishkan. 

 

This lesson can really be learned from Avraham, Yitzchok, and Yaacov. Before Avraham discovered a Hashem, his growth 

came through his own efforts; afterword, he received the gift of even greater growth from The One Above. Yitzchok re-

ceived his father‘s inheritance, but it is abundantly clear that he did not receive his main traits from his father Avraham. He 

grew and flourished as the result of his own independent efforts. Although he was Avraham’s  “prized student”, Yitzchok 

constructed his own path in serving Hashem. He further developed whatever he received from his father with his own 

tools so to speak, until he achieved the results that he wanted, and turned into an accomplishment that was personal, 

original, and unique. This was his own doing and not that of his father. Yaacov was a student of both Avraham and 

Yitzchok, and likewise did not merit his unique character until after many years of working hard and learning to reach his 

potential in his own particular way. 

 

Each of our forefathers attained his level by taking an individually carved path toward Hashem. One may add that this al-

so exemplifies the harmony at work in the Jewish home, in which each member has his or her unique role to play. While 

each has a specific job to do within the family, husband and wife must nevertheless work together in their joint service of 

Hashem, thereby creating a kind of peace in the home that is a model for everyone else to look at and learn from. This is 

especially important for children to see and to understand. Well there is much they can learn from their home and from 

adults to come in contact with, they are ultimately The ones who are going to pave the path that is going to prove how 

successful they are going to be.  

 

Have a wonderful shabbos!  

Rabbi Moshe Monczyk 

Limudai Kodesh Principal  

 52:4פרשת ויחי: הדלקת נרות  



 

 

Shulamith  

Happenings! 

  

I hope that you had an amazing week-we certainly did here at school! 

On Monday we had an informational and crucial Technology Meeting for parents. 
Thank you to those parents that attended this mandatory meeting. It was the perfect 
start to a very important conversation regarding cell phones and internet use. 

Congratulations to our Students of the Month for December! These students ex-
celled in their work, middot and dedication. You can find their pictures below! 

Thank you to Mr. Shafir- Ronit’s father for putting us in contact with Argo Prep, a 
technology education and coding company. Because of his dedication, we wel-
comed in Argo Prep to do a coding demonstration with our 3rd 5th and 4th graders. 
We are starting a new afterschool coding club after Mid-Winter Vacation for grades 
3, 5 and 4 with the intent of opening up another session to grades 6-8. Students are 
using the Microsoft program Minecraft to learn coding skills. 

A wonderful program with Chayalim was “Zoomed” in to our school on Wednesday, 
thanks to Morah Perach. The soldiers spoke to our middle schoolers so they could 
learn more about life as a Chayal. 

Please save the date on your calendars for our upcoming Melave Malka on Febru-
ary 11

th
 for grades 5-8! 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Mrs. Mandelbaum 

ISRAEL NEWS 
 

New Israeli Satellite Enters Orbit  
(Jerusalem Post) 

    The Israeli EROS-C3 observation satellite was successfully launched from Vandenberg Space Force Base in the 
U.S. on Dec. 30, Israel Aerospace Industries announced. The satellite, owned by ImageSat International, used the 

SpaceX Falcon 9 launch vehicle. 
    It employs a space camera capable of providing extremely high-resolution imagery for both governmental and 

business applications.  

https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-726259


 

 

Emma Rose Nagel2 December :1st  

Hannah Hananiyaev2 December :9th  

Mazal Tov! 
 

Mazel Tov to Sara Aronson  in Grade 3 and the Aronson Family 
on a new baby girl!  

 
Mazel tov to the Entire Khallouf Family on a new niece for Sara 
(grade 8) and Celia (grade 5) and a new granddaughter for our 

Office Manager, Evon! 



 

 

Pre1A News 

 This week we were so excited to complete חומש בראשית  and we truly enjoyed our סיום  on Thursday marking this milestone. At the 
 as an opportune time for this presentation for a very  סיום We have chosen the . סידור each girl was presented with her very own  סיום

specific reason. The girls understand the meaning of תפילה  at this point.  When we reflected on all the פרשיות   in ספר בראשית  we were 
able to see how תפילה  was repeatedly used in the חומש  as a way to communicate with Hashem. 
 
 In ספר בראשית  we learned about all the things that Hashem created in the world.  We reviewed the days of creation.  Thank you 
Hashem for making us just the way we are, ברוך אתה ה' ......... שעשני כרצונו  .   Thank you Hashem for the lovely clothes that we wear – 

. ברוך אתה ה' ……. מלביש ערומים   We also thank Hashem for giving us שבת  In fact, we owe our thanks to Hashem for our very existence. 
 
 In  פרשת וירא   we saw how  אברהם  and  שרה   used  תפילה   when they asked Hashem for a baby.  We learned that Hashem do-
esn’t always give us what we ask for, even though He always listens to us.  We never know how, when, or if Hashem will answer our 
davening, but we do know that Hashem always knows what is best for us.  In  פרשת חיי שרה   Eliezar used תפילה  when he asked for 
guidance when he looked for a wife for יצחק.  Hashem sent Eliezar a sign to help him with his task, and Hashem answered his תפילה 
 
 In  פרשת וישלח  Yaakov davened to Hashem when he needed to know how to deal with his brother Esav.  We remembered how 
Esav wanted to harm him.  
 
 In  פרשת ויגש  we learned that Yaakov said the שמע  and davened to Hashem to thank Hashem for taking care of Yosef and 
returning Yosef  to him.   
 
 In this week’s Parsha  we learn that apart from davening for ourselves it is also important to daven for other people.  We   פרשת ויחי 
are now adding תהילים  to our daily תפילות  .  That way each day we will also be davening for    תפילות Morah mentioned that the   כלל ישראל
of children go straight up to Hashem and we hope that all your daughters’ prayers will be answered. 
 
 We also learned in פרשת ויחי  that Yaakov’s children did the mitzvah of  ביקור חולים.  That reinforced our resolve to call friends when 
they are sick and it reminded us of the importance of helping our parents should they ever not feel well.  We also saw that Yaakov gave 
each of his sons and his grandchildren,  Ephraim and Menashe, a bracha before he died.  The bracha was different for each person be-
cause each individual has different characteristics, just like we are all special and unique in our own way.  Incidentally, I’m sure your 
daughter is eager to use her handmade pillow when she says  המלאך הגואל   at night. 
 
 Finally, we realized that תפילה is just a part of what we learn from the Torah.  The Torah is our guide to what is right and wrong and 
the  .helps us to communicate with Hashem in a very special and meaningful way  סדור 
 
 We are continuing with our “Author of the Month” study and this month we decided to concentrate on books written by Ezra Jack 
Keats. The girls were very interested to learn that Ezra Jack Keats was Jewish. His real name was Ezra Jack Katz.  Keats lived in the time 
of the depression when it was especially hard for a Jews to find work.  He thought that with a more American sounding name he might 
be better off. 
 
 We learned that Ezra Jack Keats was influenced by two people.  The first person was a man who lived in his apartment building 
who people called “The Tzadik”.  The Tzadik told Ezra Jack Keats that G-d had put him on earth for a purpose and that he should believe 
in G-d and make his life meaningful.  Another person who inspired Ezra Jack Keats was an artist named Max Weber who told him to 
keep on painting and that he should not let anything or anybody discourage him.  That lesson we can all take to heart.  
 
 We enjoyed reading the Ezra Jack Keats book entitled, “The Pet Show” so much that we decided to make our own pet show.  Each 
girl brought in her own pet and received an award.  Our Pet Show was a resounding success and a fun time was had by everyone.    
 
 Finally, as part of learning about good nutrition and how this relates to a healthy body, we continued reviewing the ברכות  we 
make on different foods.  This week we concentrated on foods for which we say בורא פרי העץ  .  Incidentally, in the Art Center the girls 
used their creative and imaginary skills to form people out of fruit.  We were amazed at the individuality of each girl ’s art work, which is 
now decorating our walls. 
 
 With best wishes for a שבת שלום 

 Morah Caroline 
 Morah Ahuva 
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Shulamith Snapshots 



Vocabulary Dice Game in 4th Grade 

From the Desk of Rabbi M 

v  

1-Bina Faiga Epelboym 

:-Tamar Haut 

3-Atara Schwartz 

5-Celia Khallouf 

4-Dina Kahan 

6-Chava Rotberg 

7-Rachel Mandler 

8-Devorah Rivka Kleinman 

8-Shuli Hai 
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Devorah Rivka Kleinman 
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Grade 3 and 5 Shema Cards 

Grade 1 Asara Bitevet Painting 
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Preschool In Action and Siyum Beraishit 
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Grades 5 and 4 took part in a a special coding program that 
will be used in after school! 

Grades 3 and 5 enjoying the beautiful Spring Weather! 
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Grade 3 Play on Recycling and Reusing 

An Ice Cream Treat on a Beautiful Day 
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Grade 8 saw Boyle's Law in Action! 
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