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From the Desk of Rabbi Monczyk: 

 פרשת ויגש
 

 When we look at the beginning of the Parsha we find we find something very odd. It is a continuation of last 
weeks Parsha and everything is just going downhill. Binyamin has been framed for stealing the goblet of the king, 
and is about to be thrown into jail. Yehuda is taking responsibility and doesn’t know what to do, Yaacov has lost 
his Ruach Hakodesh since Yosef was lost, and the situation is going from bad to worse.  
Yehuda then chooses to respond to the total darkness of this hopeless situation by approaching this “stranger” 
and really just repeating the entire story over again. What kind of strategy is this to say over the same story again 
that was known to everyone around? What was Yehuda trying to accomplish by repeating all of the details? What-
ever Yehuda did seemed to have worked, since a short time afterwards Yosef revealed himself to his brothers. 
What did Yosef say about this expression from Yehuda that made him finally give up his real identity? 
 The Gerer Rebbe Explains this all a parable and is really every Jew in every generation approaching and speak-
ing to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. 
 
 Yosef in the story is Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and Yehuda is each and every one of us. We are all called Yehuda 
as we are famously known as Yehudim. So how do we come close to the ultimate King of Kings? If you want to 
come close to Hashem, what is the advice? We have to be able to approach and speak from a place in our 
hearts. We look back in history and we know that Yehuda was given his name because of his mother Leah saying 
  .this time I will thank Hashem  הפאם אודה את ה׳  
 
 The advice is that if you wants to become close to Hashem you have to find things in your life to thank Him 
for, even if you are in a very difficult and dark situation where everything seems lost. Find things in life that you 
could be grateful for and then you’ll be able to come closer to the One Above. This still seems like a very odd 
place to use this Mashal to become close to Hashem since Yehuda is thanking Hashem when he really has noth-
ing to thank Him for. Everything is falling apart and the family is really in a dire situation. What can Yehuda possi-
bly do that will be  effective at this point in the story?  
  
Says the Sefas Emes, that is exactly the point. When a person is stuck in a place where there is complete 
 and s/he cannot see the full picture, then it is much more important to be thankful. If we think about  הסתר פנים,  
it, when all is going well in a persons life it’s obvious that we’re thankful and appreciative for all that Hashem does 
for us. Our job is to find the good and recognize it even when things aren’t going as smoothly as we had planned. 
In every situation no matter what we are doing and where we are, we can always find something good. This is the 
secret ingredient that has always gotten us through the most difficult and challenging times throughout our history. 
Yehuda could not see anything in particular that was going well and he was literally at a loss of words, but he 
made one more push to find the good and to really express from his heart what he needed to accomplish. Some-
times it is hard to find the good and you really have to look internally to uncover that which we are thankful for. At 
the end of the day, Yehuda was in essence repeating the story for himself, not for Yosef to hear again. Yehuda 
kept on searching himself during this terrible darkness. Somehow he really can’t find anything good on the out-
side but but sometimes one must be they look internally and say there is good in the situation. 
 
We all know the end of the story and how involved Hashem was, as this was just part of His master plan and the 
ultimate purpose of Yaakov and his family coming down to Mitzrayim. Everything turned around in a moment for 
the good but this was only because Yehuda used his last ditch effort to find good in the most challenging situation. 
Our goal is that when we internalize and appreciate all that Hashem does , He will also reveal himself to us and to 
the entire world and ultimately bring the final geula, may it happen speedily in our days.  
 

Have a wonderful shabbos!  

Rabbi Moshe Monczyk 

Limudai Kodesh Principal  

 91:4פרשת ויגש: הדלקת נרות  



 

 

Shulamith  

Happenings! 

  

This week the Shulamith Faculty and Staff joined together for a 

Post-Chanukkah Mesiba. It was a wonderful evening to spend 

time together and celebrate our school. In addition, it was the 

perfect opportunity to show hakarot hatov for the hard work and 

dedication of every single member of our Shulamith team. A 

huge thank you to my administrative colleagues Liz Levi, Rabbi 

Monczyk, and Morah Caroline Wilk for ensuring that the event 

was successful.  

 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Mrs. Mandelbaum  

  

 



 

 

ISRAEL NEWS 
 

Israel's Exports Rise Sharply in 2022  

- Danny Zaken (Globes) 

    According to the Ministry of Economy and Industry's Foreign Trade Administration (FTA), 

Israel's exports of goods and services will amount to at least $:60 billion in 2022, a new rec-

ord and up more than :0% from last year. 

    Beginning in 202: and continuing in 2022, exports of services from Israel have outstripped 

exports of goods, mainly reflecting the sharp increase in exports of software and R&D ser-

vices. 

    There were also very significant increases in the exports of goods in chemicals and chemi-

cal industry products (+55%), diamonds (+9:%), and electrical and mechanical equipment 

(+:8%). 

    Israel's exports to the U.S. grew by :4% in 2022, by ::3% to the UK, by ::5% to Ireland, 

by 40% to Brazil, by 34% to India, by 45% to Canada, by 85% to Singapore, by 29% to Hong 

Kong, by :7% to Turkey, by 22% to France, and by :8:% to the Philippines. 

    FTA Director General Ohad Cohen said, "The global economic crisis... has not harmed Is-

raeli exports, since the composition of our exports is very diverse....Israeli exports are less 

dependent on supply chains that were severely affected by Covid." 

https://en.globes.co.il/en/article-israels-exports-rise-sharply-in-2022-1001433699
https://en.globes.co.il/en/article-israels-exports-rise-sharply-in-2022-1001433699


 

 

 Kindergarten News 
 
 We learned in this week's Parsha, פרשת ויגש that  יהודה approached יוסף and asked him to 
free  בנימין .יהודה offered himself as a slave as long as בנימין could return home to his father in 
.ארץ כנען יוסף   saw how much his brothers cared for one another and he was not able to hold 
back his feelings. He sent his guards out of the room and told his brothers    אני יוסף ועוד אבי חי
(I am Yosef, is my father still alive?) 
 The brothers were shocked when they heard this, and could not believe that their brother 
was the second in command in מצרים. The brothers felt ashamed of what they had done 
years ago. יוסף realized and saw how embarrassed they were and comforted them by telling 
them that everything that happened was what Hashem wanted. The brothers then went home 
to  ארץ כנען to tell יעקב that יוסף is still alive.  When יעקב heard the good news he was 
overjoyed. He traveled with his sons to מצרים and reunited with יוסף where they hugged and 
kissed.   
 In class, the girls created a harp similar to the one that Serach played when she revealed 
the great news that יוסף was alive.  The girls cut the shape of a harp and put the strings on it. 
Don't worry, we used pipe cleaners as the strings, so the girls can’t make a lot of noise 
around the house!  
 Last week we learned the letter ה for הבדלה and this week we continued with the theme 
of   שבת and learned the letter ק for קידוש and קשת, rainbow. I explained to the girls that we 
make קידוש twice during שבת once at night and a second time when we sit down for our  שבת
meal during the day.  On their ק page each girl made a beautiful rainbow  קידוש cup. The girls 
also learned the ק sound.   
 When we began our unit on ברכות the girls realized that the ברכה we are learning is בורא
 and grapes is what grape juice or wine is made out of, which is what we use it for  פרי הגפן 
 girl" made out of grapes, a הגפן" Everyone had fun creating their .חגים and שבת  on קידוש
grape juice bottle and wine glasses. For a special treat the girls had a cup of grape juice dur-
ing snack time.   
 Brrr it's cold outside, and the girls are learning about the season, winter חורף . To decorate 
our bulletin board the girls all pitched in to create an איש שלג. Our  איש שלג is wearing a hat- 
חורף  -boots all of which we wear in the winter  -מגפיים mittens, and  - כפפות  ,scarf  -צאיף aכובע 
   To reinforce these words we made a winter girl   ילדה חורף. Incidentally, mittens just happen 
to start with the letter "M" which we are learning this week.  Additionally we created a tree -  עץ
that is bare to show that in the winter trees have no leaves.  During circle time we spoke 
about the different kinds of weather we have in winter, such as snow-  שלג  ice -  קרח and 
freezing cold temperatures.  As a science experiment we took a cup of water and put it out-
side so the girls could see how it freezes in the winter. The following books enhanced our 
winter unit1 "Caps, Hats, Socks, And Mittens" by Louise Borden, "The Jacket I Wear in the 
Snow" by Shirley Neitzel and "The Snowy Day" by Ezra Jack Keats. "Monkey’s Miserable 
Monday" by Valerie Garfield reinforced the “M” words for monkey, mittens, mat, muffins, milk, 
Monday, money. The girls also recognized that Mia and Maya also begin with “M”. 
            Happy 9th birthday to Taliya!!  May she be a source of simcha and nachat to her 
 family and Klal Yisrael.  Also, we would like to give a very special thank you to Ayalah our 
Shabbat Ima and Mia our Shabbat Aba .Thank you to their parents for the yummy treats that 
helped make our Shabbat party so special.   
 Wishing you a rejuvenating and beautiful !שבת שלום 
 

Morah Shifra 
Morah Shoshana 
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Leah Souid1 January 5th  
Rachel Mandler1 January 5th  
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Shulamith Snapshots 



Vocabulary Dice Game in 5th Grade 

From the Desk of Rabbi M 
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3rd Graders are Learning Winter Clothing Words in Hebrew with Dolls 

 

Third Grade Authors1 Third Graders wrote and illustrated winter books. 

  They read their book to second graders who enjoyed hearing the stories.  
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First Grade Bulletin Board 

Jewelry Making with 2nd Grade 
 



From the Desk of Rabbi M 

  
The Shulamith Magazine Gemach went “live” on Thursday! The girls are able to borrow 

Jewish children’s magazines and return them to pick out new ones.  
Please feel free to add to our collection! 

Frieda in third grade wasted no time in checking out 
a magazine. Perfect for the evening’s reading log! 
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