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From the Desk of Rabbi Monczyk: 

 פרשת וישב
 
This is certainly a difficult Parsha to process and understand. Many commentaries struggle to 
offer interpretations and insights, as it is difficult to comprehend how the Shevatim dealt with 
their brother Yosef. In addition, there are countless messages for us in the parsha that can 
help us live our lives in a more positive and productive manner. 
 
Perhaps we can take the following message which is applicable to both parents and children, 
that is hidden at the beginning of this weeks Parsha. The בעל הטורים points out that the 
numerical value of the words  בארץ מגורי אביו is the same as of the words שב לקיים מצות כיבוד אב 
 
We all know that Eisav did a very good job fulfilling this Mitzvah, and had tremendous honor 
and success due to his כיבוד אב It’s interesting to learn that Yaakov had to learn about this 
mitzvah from his brother Eisav. Could it really be possible that somebody as great as Yaakov 
Avinu, whose image is etched beneath the Throne of Hashem, had to learn this from Eisav? 
 
In our service of Hashem, we must utilize even those things that we learn from people who are 
on a level lower than our own. This is the way of the Tzadik: when he discovers something that 
has the power to strengthen his mitzvah observance, he removes his negative thoughts about 
this individual and accepts the lesson. Seeing Eisav’s respect for his father, on the one hand, 
and the honor that Eisav gave his officers was all connected to the way he treated his father at 
a very young age. Yaakov certainly learned from this to strengthen his own כיבוד אב. We find a 
similar message in the episode of the  עקידה. Once Avraham’s love of Hashem reached its 
peak, we are told about how he saw a ram that was caught in a thorn bush. Rashi says that 
the ram was running to Avraham and the Satan trapped it in the bushes. If the Satan took the 
trouble to delay the ram, this was a clear sign to Avraham that this was something from which 
he could get chizuk from. He learned an even higher level of  עבודת ה׳ since this ram was 
running in order to be slaughtered. This is another act of faith that he witnessed. Even after 
Avrohom passed this test of slaughtering his son “with flying colors”, he still was able to gain 
from seeing this ram get caught in the bushes. 
 
Righteous and growth oriented people are strengthened by every act that they encounter. 
Even though Avraham was on the highest levels, when he saw the ram racing towards him to 
be slaughtered he was strengthened even further. This was precisely what the Satan wishes to 
prevent. We literally have countless opportunities to learn and grow in our daily lives. We can 
gain not only from our Torah and our leaders, but we must also make sure not to allow even 
the mundane chizuk to escape us. 
 
Have a wonderful shabbos!  
Rabbi Moshe Monczyk 
Limudai Kodesh Principal  

 1:44פרשת וישב: הדלקת נרות  



 

 

Shulamith  

Happenings! 

 

What an exciting week! It is amazing how much we pack in to 5 days! 

On Monday, our 7
th
 and 8

th
 Graders wowed the crowds at the Inter Yeshiva event at 

Magen David. Thank you to Morah Perach for organizing the trip and working with 

the girls to teach them an incredible dance. 

Morah Tzadika’s Challah Braid Event on Tuesday was a huge success! We raised 

$325.00 for tzedakah! Thank you to Chef Nachi and his team for making the dough, 

and of course to Morah Tzadika for making it happen. 

Parent Teacher Conferences were a huge success. It was wonderful to be together 

and meet each other in person. Thank you to our dedicated teachers for all of their 

time spent to prepare and the parents who came out on a chilly evening. 

Please check your email regarding our upcoming Technology Information Session 

on January 2
nd

.  

Have an amazing Shabbat and a Beautiful Chanukkah! 

Mrs. Mandelbaum 

 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO Mrs. Moskowitz and the 

 Shulamith Women’s Organization (SWO) for the special Chanukah Gifts  

that were delivered to our staff and students. 

A special thank you to Mrs. Faitelewicz for purchasing and packaging 
goodies for each day of Chanukah.  



 

 

ISRAEL NEWS 
 

Democracy at Work: Supporting Israel Regardless of Its Government  

Alan M. Dershowitz 

 

It is important to continue to support Israel even if one disagrees with some policies of a par-

ticular government. One's support for Israel should not vary with whether one agrees or disa-

grees with the outcome of a particular election, any more than one's support for the U.S. de-

pends on whether Democrats or Republican are in control.    Being a Zionist means that one 

strongly believes in the concept of a secure and democratic nation-state for the Jewish peo-

ple. One can continue to support the security of Israel against external enemies such as Iran, 

as well as terrorists such as Hamas and Hizbullah. One can continue to invest in its economy. 

And one can continue to defend it on campuses against false accusations.    One need not 

threaten to abandon Israel if the Israeli government adopts policies with which one strongly 

disagrees. As then-President Bill Clinton once complained: "Israel is a democracy, damn it!" 

His point was that he could simply call the leader of a non-democratic ally and tell him what 

do. He could not do that to Israel, where the citizens decide what their government should 

do.    Look at the big picture: no country has contributed more to the world in its first three 

quarters of a century than has Israel; no country faced with dangers comparable to those 

faced by Israel has had a better record of human rights, compliance with the rule of law and 

concern for enemy civilians than Israel. Support for the only democracy in the Middle East 

should remain constant.    The writer is Professor of Law, Emeritus, at Harvard Law 

School. (Gatestone Institute)

https://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/19214/israel-democracy-support


 

 

 Kindergarten News 
 

 
 In  פרשת וישב we learned that יעקב loved his son יוסף more than all his 
other children. יעקב made יוסף a striped colorful coat that made his brothers 
very jealous. Using their fine motor skills the girls cut strips of colored paper 
to create coats of their own.   
 We learned that one night יוסף had a dream. In his dream he and his 
brothers were in the field where eleven stacks of grain were standing and 
another stack was bowing down to them.  Then he had another dream 
where the sun, the moon, and 44 stars bowed down to him. After hearing 
about these dreams the brothers were very upset and told  יוסף “your dream 
shows that you want to be king over us!”  When  יעקב heard about the 
dreams he was also upset.  
 One time the brothers were watching over יעקבs sheep, and  יעקב
asked יוסף  to go and see how his brothers are doing.  When they saw him 
coming they decided to punish him so they threw him into a deep pit. In 
class we discussed how important it is to be nice to everyone and not make 
friends jealous.  
 We then learned that some traders were riding by on the way to מצרים 
and the brothers took him out of the pit and sold him to the traders.  The 
traders then sold  יוסף as a slave to a man named Potifar. Potifar’s wife told 
loshen hara about יוסף and so Potifar threw Yosef into jail.  While Yosef was 
in jail, he met two of the king's officers, a baker and a butler, who were also 
in jail.  They had dreams that they couldn't explain but Yosef interpreted  
their dreams. He told the butler that his dream meant he would be released 
from jail in three days and  יוסף asked him to tell the king that he was the 
one who knew what the dreams meant. However, the butler forgot to say an-
ything and so Yosef remained in jail. During circle time we discussed that 
everything that happens to us is from Hashem.   
 This week we reviewed the letter  ג for גלידה  ice cream and גדול big. As 
we were looking at dreidels this week the girls noticed the ג on them. Morah 
explained that the ג for גדול is because of the big miracle that happened on 
Chanukah, ie. that the little bit of oil lasted for 8 days and nights. The girls 
are now able to recite all the ברכות we say when one lights the חנוכיה. They 
can also act out the Chanukah story and tell it to you in its entirety.  They 
had an amazing time on our trip to the Chabad Neshoma Chanukah  
Wonderland. We saw a חנוכה show, learned how olive oil is made and 
decorated yummy donuts.  A great time was had by all.  
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 This week we also concentrated on the sense of “smell.” In class we 
spoke about what we smell with our noses. When our noses are stuffed 
when we have a cold, it is sometimes very hard to smell.  We also had a 
smelling test where the girls smelled different objects and they had to guess 
what they were smelling.  We smelled garlic, coffee, mint, chocolate chips, 
and sugar.  Additionally, we learned that animals have a very good sense of 
smell and that dogs are sometimes used to help police sniff out objects they 
may be looking for.  
 When we learned the letter “K,” the girls made kites out of the different 
shapes.  They also used the miniature blocks to create the letter K.  As we 
were discussing the sound of the K the girls realized that its sound is the 
same as some c words such as, cake, and couch.   
 Wishing you a rejuvenating and beautiful  שבת שלום and חנוכה שמח ! 
 

Morah Shifra 
Morah Shoshana 
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Shulamith Snapshots 
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4st Grade Learning Words that Start With a Gimmel 

Fourth Grade Making Sedimentary Rocks with Morah Amy 



Vocabulary Dice Game in 5th Grade 
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Grade 7 Siyum with Morah Fruchthandler 

2nd Grade Celebrating Morah Sima’s Birthday   
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Grade 4 Shabbat Prizes 

Gym Class 

Fun at Dismissal Time 



Vocabulary Dice Game in 5th Grade 
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Pre-4A Chanukah Toy Drive for Chai Lifeline  

3rd Grade Chanukah Projects 



Vocabulary Dice Game in 5th Grade 
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2nd Graders Learning About Chanukah and Making Chanukah Puppets 

2nd Grade Animal Show and Tell 
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5th Grade  

5th Grade in Their Newly Redecorated Room 
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Pre4A and Kindergarten Trip 
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