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From the Desk of Rabbi Monczyk: 

 פרשת נח

 
Our first full week after Sukkot was packed with both growth and learning. Our students seem well rested and prepared 
for the long stretch ahead. 
A highlight of this week was when our fifth and sixth graders took a memorable and informative trip to the Living Torah 
Museum. The girls walked out with a tremendous amount of knowledge, both with regard to the Torah perspective of the 
animal world (very apropos for this week’s Parsha) and having a hands-on experience with artifacts from 2,000-3,000 
years ago. Without a doubt, everyone enjoyed this experience immensely and we look forward to more field trips in the 
 future. Congratulations to Leora Leavy who won a necklace for answering the question posed by the head of the 
 Museum. Thank you very much Mrs. Mandelbaum for arranging this trip. 
 
This weeks parsha begins by calling Noach a  צדיק but a bit further on it calls him an איש אדמה , a man of the earth. What 
happened to Noach that he lost his exalted status, and it all happened in such a short time? It seems like he started off his 
life on a very positive note but ended it on a much weaker one. 
After the flood, Hashem placed a special bracha into the world that events that would normally take many years, occurred 
in one day. The very first thing Noach did when he came out of the  תיבה was plant a vineyard. The vines grew, the grapes 
blossomed, the juice was squeezed, the wine fermented, and Noach became drunk - all in one day! Since the power of 
time was so great, the damage Noach did to himself was equally great! He went from an  איש צדיק to an  איש אדמה so 
rapidly because he neglected to see the opportunity of rebuilding, regenerating and growth of spirituality and righteous-
ness. Instead, his own earthly efforts brought about his immediate downfall. 
 
We all have special opportunities in our lives to properly utilize and to achieve more than we ever imagined. Noach 
 literally saw three different worlds. He saw the world when it was first settled, then when it was destroyed by the flood, 
and then he started to settle it once again. While Noach seemingly did nothing wrong by planting that vineyard, Chazal 
teach us that this first priority right after the flood was a mistake. His mandate was to re-plant the world, and he should 
have first planted necessities, not wine. Noach was literally one of a handful of people who was saved from complete and 
total destruction, and had no time to be depressed and get drunk. He had an immediate job to do, to rebuild the world as 
soon as possible. 
In an interesting comparison, the  משך חכמה brings down a contrast between  נח and  משה רבינו While at the beginning of 
the life of  נח  he started on a high but ended on a low, and  משה רבינו started on a low but ended on a high. At first the 
Torah describes  משה as an “איש מצרי ”  and later on refers to him as an “איש אלוקים ”   Says the  משך חכמה  during the time 
period of the flood, Noah secluded himself and didn’t really try and help those around him. On the other hand, Moshe was 
someone who went out and saw the pain and difficulties others were having and was constantly finding ways to help oth-
ers. This happened many times throughout our slavery in Mitzrayim, by the  ,חטא העגל and countless other times.  משה
” איש אלוקים“ was only able to reach the status of an רבינו    after he became the person who was constantly going around 
helping others. That help and that chesed can be in the form of a smile, a good word, a favor, or physically doing some-
thing to alleviate the burden of another person. Unfortunately, Noach did not reach that level and Moshe Rabbeinu was 
able to due to the manner of how he extended himself to anyone in need. 
 
If we think for a moment what Jewish education looked like when our grandparents or great-grandparents were trying to 
build Torah education to America, we would all realize the incredible miracle of where we are today. They went through 
hardships in the countries they were born in, and came to these shores and rebuilt Torah to a level beyond belief. Perhaps 
they came with this decision that whatever hardships they may have had, their job was to build a new world that will allow 
their children and grandchildren to continue the illustrious heritage of our forefathers for all eternity.  
How fortunate are we that we have had them as role models. The biggest bracha we can do is to follow in their footsteps 
and continue making the  חינוך of our children our number one priority. 
 
Shabbat Shalom!  
 
Rabbi Moshe Monczyk 
Limudai Kodesh Principal  

 9335פרשת נח: הדלקת נרות  
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Pre1A News 
 
 

This week's Parsha begins with3 "אלה תולדות נח, נח איש צדיק"  We spoke about the qualities a  צדיק has.  
We learned that Hashem sent  נחto tell the people to do תשובה However, the people didn’t want to listen, 
even though Hashem gave them plenty of time to do  תשובה . Hashem really didn’t want to send the מבול 
 Then Hashem instructed נח to build a תיבה Hashem gave  נח the exact measurements3 300 אמות long 
– each   אמה is about 18 inches long.  We wanted to see how long 300  אמות might be, so we took 18” 
pieces of yarn and measured the length of our lunchroom.  The results really amazed us!  Do you know 
that we would need our lunchroom to be over eleven times longer for the  תיבה to fit inside the class! 
 We discussed how Hashem took seven pairs of kosher animals and one pair of non-kosher animals 
into the  תיבה  We learned what makes an animal kosher3 split hooves and the animal has to chew its 
cud.  We know that the pig isn’t kosher because although it has split hooves, it doesn’t chew its cud. 
 We also learned that it is not easy to take care of animals and that first we should feed the animals 
before we feed ourselves.   נחworked very hard to feed all the animals, because each animal ate a 
different kind of food.  Once  נחwas late to feed the lion and the lion bit him and made him have a limp.  
We learned from this that we should also be always be patient and not be like the lion! 
 From  פרשת נח we also now know that whenever we see a rainbow we should think of the story of  נח
and make sure that we do  תשובה  if we ever do anything wrong.  That way Hashem will never send 
another מבול 
 In the Science Center we discussed the properties of water and we experimented with different ob-
jects to see which would sink and which would float e.g.3 crayons, band-aids, blocks, paper clips, and a 
plastic cup. We also learned how Hashem’s gift of water and rain collects in reservoirs which then flow 
through tunnels and pipes to our homes.  In that way we receive the water we need for drinking and 
showers, as well as for plants and animal life.  We know that plants and animals give us the food we 
need in order to grow strong and stay healthy.  We also learned that it is important not to waste water. 
 We all enjoyed our trip to the Staten Island Zoo where we were able to see examples of kosher and 
non-kosher animals and even managed to feed some of them.  We remembered that Hashem had creat-
ed animals on יום חמישי 
 This week we went on a fall walk.  We looked around us and observed the changes occurring in na-
ture.  We realized that the green leaves are changing to brown, yellow and red, and that the leaves are 
falling off the trees…. fall is here at last!   We touched the bark of trees and made bark rubbings and dis-
cussed why some leaves were dry and crunchy and other leaves were not.  We collected leaves from dif-
ferent trees and compared their different shapes.  Morah showed us a book called “Look What I Did With 
a Leaf” by Morteza Sohi.  After seeing the magnificent leaf pictures in the book we decided to try to cre-
ate our own unique leaf picture book.   
 We would like to wish Dina Rosh and her parents a big  מזל טוב on Dina's birthday.  We all really 
enjoyed her birthdays held in school.  We are sure that she will be a source of much נחת to her family as 
well as to כלל ישראל. 
 With all our very best wishes for a שבת שלום ! 
 
     Morah Caroline 
     Morah Ahuva 
     Morah Rachel 
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ISRAEL NEWS 

 
Israeli President: Israel Providing Serious Humanitarian Assistance to Ukraine 

Israel has always been on Ukraine's side by providing serious humanitarian assistance, but in other are-

as the country's support is limited due to national security reasons, Israeli President Isaac Herzog told 

the Atlantic Council in Washington on Wednesday. 

    "Let's put the record straight. First of all, Israel is aligned with the international community and the Unit-

ed States at all the international forums. Secondly, of course, we made it clear that we object to any vio-

lation of Ukraine's territorial integrity. But the big thing is, of course, Israel is assisting quite substantially 

in an array of issues, most predominantly humanitarian issues. If you walk around the various volunteer 

organizations and NGOs in Ukraine, Hebrew is the predominant language." 

    "We've set up hospitals, we are making a huge effort on psychological and post-traumatic treat-

ment...we've supplied medical equipment, Ukrainian soldiers are being treated in Israeli hospitals, we've 

offered a lot of equipment that has to do with civilian needs. We've also offered Ukraine...civilian systems 

for early detection of missile attacks - something that Israel has huge experience in." 

    "But there are things that we cannot supply, due to our national security interests of utmost im-

portance, and that is by the way the rule in many other countries....Israel is doing what it can in light of its 

strategic and security considerations."  (Tass-Russia) 

https://tass.com/world/1527361
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 Word Find Contest! 
How many words can you find in the word… 

SHULAMITH 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 

 

Submit your list to Mrs. Mandelbaum and the winner with the most words will 
be announced! 
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Happy Birthday! 
 

• October 28th3 Harriet Nathan 

• October 30th3 Marsella Babaisakov  

• November 1st3 Devorah Shifra Blank 

• November 1st3 Sarah Raizel Blank 

• November 3rd3 Raizy Rosenberg 
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Shulamith Snapshots 

Preschool 



From the Desk of Rabbi M 

 

Pre-1a visits Staten Island Zoo 
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Visiting the Living Torah Museum 
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Onions and Their Cells Experiment with Morah Amy 
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1st Grade Learns About Instincts with Morah Amy 


