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From the Desk of Rabbi Monczyk: 

 פרשת נצבים

 
 

The Parsha starts off by mentioning how the great men of Klal Yisrael are all standing before Moshe 
to hear his final words. “Your children, your women, and the stranger in the midst of your camp; from 
your wood cutter to your water drawer…….”. Moshe didn’t feel the need to include others. What is 
unique about wood cutters and water drawers that Moshe specifically mentioned them? As we could 
imagine, these jobs were not exactly the top jobs of that time period. Perhaps we can answer with 
an idea to help illustrate the point. A diamond merchant once met the previous Lubavitcher Rebbe 
and expressed his bewilderment as to why the Rebbe spends so much time on “simple Jews”. “Your 
time is too precious to devote an unlimited amount of time to them”. In response, the Rebbe asked 
him,“ Did you bring any diamonds with you to sell at the fair?” When the man replied that he had, the 
Rebbe asked to see them. The man went to open up his bag of sparkling diamonds, but he pointed 
to one stone in particular. “This one has really special qualities and is worth a fortune of money.“ The 
Rebbe replied, “I don’t see anything special about it.“ The merchant exclaimed, “Rebbe, to properly 
evaluate diamonds such as these, you have to be a diamond expert!” 
 
At that point the Rebbe shot back, “listen to what you just said! So it is with simple Jews; you also 
have to be an expert of their qualities in order to appreciate them!” 
We all know that every single Jew is important to Hashem. Even a simple wood cutter or water 
drawer is important. A person should never think, “Who am I? What value do I possess? How could I 
ever elevate myself like the great Tzadikim in order to come closer to Hashem? We all are familiar 
with our strengths and weaknesses and know the special qualities that make us unique. True, some 
are covered with dust, the dust of an aveira, and when we remove that dust each person can shine 
like a diamond. Every person can sparkle like a precious stone in the crown of the King of Kings. 
Now let’s get back to the name of this weeks Parsha, Nitzavim- standing. What is the significance of 
“standing“ when it comes to educating our children? Perhaps our job as a parent is to be able to give 
our children the tools and the values needed in this ever-changing world. We cannot be ones who 
just tell them about it and then just move on to our next task. In order for our children to properly 
“stand“ we need to give them a strong foundation so that they can lead their lives in the proper Torah 
way even when we are not right by their side supporting them. We need them to be able to stand up 
by themselves, for themselves, and for the entire Am Yisrael. 
Our job is great and never ending in our quest to give our children what they truly need to be the 
next leaders of our nation. 
 
Wishing each and every one of our Shulamith family members a  כתיבה וחתימה טובה  and  
a  שנה טובה ומתוקה and may we all be zoche to a wonderful year of growth and learning at 
Shulamith.  
Have a wonderful Shabbos!  
 
Rabbi Moshe Monczyk 
Limudai Kodesh Principal  

 3366פרשת נצבים: הדלקת נרות  
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ISRAEL NEWS 
 
 

Israeli, Turkish Leaders Hold First Meeting since 2008 (Reuters) 

    

 Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid and Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan met 

on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly on Tuesday for the first  

face-to-face talks between leaders of the two nations since 2008, Lapid's  

office said.  
 

 

 

    
 

From the Desk of Mrs. Mandelbaum 
 
 
 

What an amazing week at Shulamith! The girls have settled into their routines quickly and have started 
their curriculum-we are full speed ahead! 
 
Walking through the hallways this week was magical! You could hear fifth graders singing a song about 
the writing process, and third graders singing about the continents. Conversations were heard in  
seventh grade about the many politicians named “John” in American History and heated debates about 
an egg drop in STEM in grades 5-8. 
 
Learning is ALIVE at Shulamith!  

https://www.nasdaq.com/articles/israeli-turkish-leaders-hold-first-meeting-since-2008
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Pre1A News 
With this note to wish you all a כתיבה וחתימה טובה , and a year in which we will all witness much academic and spiritual 
growth from your daughters.  We are so very proud of how the girls have adapted to the first few of weeks of the school 
year.   
 With Rosh Hashana on our doorsteps we stressed the importance of the חג   and we talked about ways to perfect our 
 by sharing, taking turns and speaking nicely.  After all, we want Hashem to grant us an especially sweet and happy מידות
year. 
Incidentally, we also added  אני מאמין and אבינו מלכינו   to our תפילות.  
 On Monday we were so happy to welcome Rabbi Shmuel Klammer to our Preschool.  He was Shulamith's Head of 
School for a number of years before making aliyah just over three years ago.  Although he was in New York for only a cou-

ple of days, and on a very tight schedule,  he squeezed in a visit to our Preschool to enhance the spirit of Rosh Hashana.   
We all enjoyed his guitar playing, his singing with us and playing Simon Says in Ivrit.  Both the girls and Morot were laugh-
ing, smiling and singing along! 
 This week we concentrated on the importance of  תשובה, תפילה and  צדקה  and we are making sure that at Shulamith 
we actually practice what we are learning. We learned that the Shofar is a wakeup call to remind us to do תשובה – to say 
we  
are sorry for things we did wrong.  We also know that we mustn’t talk, or even whisper when the shofar is being blown!!   
 We reviewed the reasons we eat certain foods on Rosh Hashana and the brachot we say on these foods. The girls 
know why we eat apples dipped in honey, a new fruit, the pomegranate ( ), רימון carrots, the head of a fish and round  חלות .
 The girls know that it is a minhag to eat a round חלה because it has no end.  So, too, we hope that the nachat we get from 
our girls will be endless.  We also learned that after our יום טוב meal we should collect bread crumbs so that we have them 
when we go to תשליך  .  
 We chose the  ת  –ת as this week’s Hebrew letter for words such as: 

.   תרנגול, תפוז, תפוח, תשליך, תלמידה When learning the Hebrew alphabet we are not going through the  ב –א in order instead 
we are choosing a letter that is relevant to what we are learning.  We are learning the  קמץ and פתח vowel sound at present 
and at Shulamith we learn them with the “Ah” pronunciation. 
 We had fun playing sound lotto in which the girls had to differentiate various sounds on a tape.  For example: an 
alarm clock, a baby crying, or a dog barking, etc.  This activity helps us develop our phonemic awarenessand enhance our 
memory skills as we begin to discriminate between letters, words and sounds. 
 The girls took home various  ראש השנה projects.  They worked diligently on all of them.  We are sure that their honey 
dish and plate will add a special touch to your  יום טוב table.  They also took home their very own מחזור which is an 
outgrowth of what they learned in school. 
 Incidentally, during snack time Morah gave out sour candy, salty pretzels, and spicy chips.  We discussed how each 
tasted.  We also ate apples dipped in honey and we really enjoyed their sweet taste.  We now understand better why  
we eat apple and honey on Rosh Hashana.  We learned the ברכה and the יהי רצון   that we say on it and hope that we will 
all have a really sweet coming year. 
 The Torah teaches us that every person in the world is unique and individual because every person is created  בצלם

. אלוקים The girls learned that we have a spark of Hashem in all of us and that we have to take care to act in a way that 
Hashem will always be proud of us.   With this in mind we embarked on our “Me” unit.  We discussed how we must take 
care of our bodies and how Hashem made each of us different and yet special.  We read the book “But I’m a Little Bird” by 
Eileen S. Greene, which reinforces this.  We also added the  ברכה of  שעשני כרצונו  to our daily תפילות.  
 As we were concentrating on self-awareness we decided to print our hands and feet.  We also measured and weighed 
ourselves.  Wow, we are getting so big and tall!    We discussed how we are all the same and how we are different.  
 Finally, your daughters have a full knowledge of the meaning and customs of  ראש השנה and we are looking forward to 
the start of the new Jewish year with much anticipation and excitement. 
 Wishing you a שנה טובה ושבת שלום , and have much נחת   from “our girls”, 
   
     Morah Caroline 
               Morah Ahuva 
               Morah Rachel 
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Happy Birthday to our 
September Babies! 

 

• Rebecca Kenigsberg Sept 1 

• Sarah Almaghrabi Sept 1 

• Hannah Madnick Sept 11 

• Rayna Clark Sept 16 

• Tehila Fleischer Sept 17 

• Adina Husarsky Sept 25 

• Devora Rivka Kleinman Sept 26 

Reminder to parents and students: 
 

 
Gum is not allowed in school. Please do not send/ bring 

gum to school. 
 

Thank you! 
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Introducing… G.O. 2023/23!! 
 

Grade 6 
Lielle B. 

Nitzevet S. 
 

Grade 7:  
Talia S. 
Noa B. 
Miri S. 

 
Grade 8:  
Adelle Y. 
Shuli H. 

Devora K. 
 

Looking forward to an incredible year!! 

Thank you to the Shulamith Women's Organization (SWO) 
for the beautiful Rosh Hashanah Cookie Cutters that were 

given to the staff as gifts for the New Year! 
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Shulamith Snapshots 

 

Middle School baking apple muffins in honor of Rosh Hashana  
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We would like to wish Rabbi Klammer a huge Mazal Tov on the engage-
ment of his daughter Efrat. May we share many more smachot together! 
While in NY, Rabbi Klammer visited our preschool students and enjoyed a 
special Rosh Hashanah assembly. Thank you to Rabbi Klammer for a beauti-
ful event.  
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Pre1a Pics 

4th Grade Rosh Hashana Brachot Game 
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6rd Grade Learning Chumash 

4th Grade Rosh Hashana Brachot Game  
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Plant Cells 4th Grade 
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