
    Frequently Asked Questions 
  
1.    How much time are kids spending in front of a computer?  

This varies from day to day.  I would say a couple of hours, but this time is broken up 
throughout the day.  This time is not just Summit; this includes activities like Typing Club 
and Front Row Math.    Mr. Noon 

No more than any other classroom.  Mrs.Allison 

Two-hours on a Chromebook is probably the time we spend.  It is certainly not all at 
once.  We are on and off throughout the entire day.  Mrs. Logan 

This varies from day to day.  I would say a couple of hours, not just Summit Learning 
though, and the time is broken up throughout the day.  6th Grade Teachers. 

A lot of it depends on the student, when we give a choice between using paper or the 
computer, most students choose to use the computer.  Otherwise, it is the same as last 
year.   Junior High Core Teachers  

2.    How much "self" teaching is occurring?   

Students spend the first 30 minutes in my classroom each day doing SDL (self-directed 
learning).  SDL is the time they spend teaching themselves.  They can have additional 
time later in the day as well if they complete the project work for the day.  Mr. Noon 

In my opinion, the “self” teaching is simply preloading students with information to 
enable all students to engage in classroom discussion.  When we discuss the project 
and skills necessary to complete the project students have a foundation of knowledge to 
participate in a class discussion as the teacher teaches.  Mrs. Allison. 

Students do self-teaching on the power focus areas.  This is just giving them more 
background knowledge for material that the teacher will be teaching for the project they 
are completing. . Mrs. Logan 

They are laying foundational skills for the future; do not see it as self-teaching; it is more 
of a flipped classroom concept as they are getting the exposure or teaching or teaching 
it first.  6th Grade Teachers 

Students are not self-”teaching”. They are able to access information (just as you would 
in a textbook) and use that information to support the class instruction that is already 
occurring.   --Junior High Core Teachers 

  

 



3.    Do we really think that 10-14-year-olds are retaining information when it is 
self-directed?  

Yes, students are retaining this information.  Not only do students have the information 
presented to them during SDL time, but during whole and small group workshops. 
Topics covered in these SDL sessions are usually a look ahead to what we will work on 
during project time.  This allows students to have some background knowledge before 
we begin the project.  Arranging the topics this way allows for in-depth class discussions 
instead of just listening to a new topic.  Students are having information presented at 
them in a variety of ways allowing for a variety of learning styles to be supported. They 
have more buy-in when they get to choose how to study.  They can take notes, write, 
letters, create flashcards, or make a poster.  Mr. Noon 

 Yes.  The self-directed learning is to allow students that have the skills already in a 
subject to continue to move on to increasingly more difficult material or other subjects 
the student may not be as strong in.  Likewise, the teacher can quickly see who needs 
more supports in what area and provide that support more specifically meeting student 
needs more effectively.  Summit is not student-led it is student directed based on 
student needs.  Crazy as it may seem, the teacher is still in charge and still teaching. 
Self-directed learning aspect allows students to go through information at their pace, not 
whole group pace, therefore, allowing for more effective learning as it is a more 
individualized intake of information.  The information is then covered to the whole class 
by the teacher during the project lesson and checkpoints.  Mrs. Allison 

Yes, you would be amazed at what students have learned. When I am teaching 
students are more engaged in the conversations that we have. They are very eager to 
share what they know. Mrs. Logan 

Do we, as teachers, ever know if students retain information? i.e., this year or in past 
years. We do believe that students are demonstrating their retention of knowledge. As 
with any curriculum, adjustments will be made by teachers.   We would like to include 
more spiraling of concepts next year after we are now familiar with the curriculum. 
6th Grade Teachers  

Students have a better chance at retaining information when they take part in 
meaningful activities with the content, as opposed to memorization.  In self-directed 
learning, the teacher plays a critical role in providing individual and group instruction. 
Students engage in activities that connect relevance to their learning.   --Junior High 
Core Teachers 

 

 



 

  

4.    Are kids going to be prepared for college or any post-secondary using this system? 

I believe this system will prepare our students for college.  They are prepared by the 
rigor of the program. Students learn to collaborate.  Students learn that failing is okay 
and that it is part of life and the learning process.  When you fail, you have a chance to 
do better next time.  I have a large group of students that chose to come in and work as 
early as 7:30 every morning.  These students are not behind and trying to catch up; they 
are students that enjoy learning and want to stay ahead.  It is teaching them that to get 
things in life you have to take the initiative.  It has also taught them to be team players. 
Every time a student passes a content assessment the rest of the class cheers for 
them.  Students want to take tests now.  If I happen to miss school, I normally get 
emails from students asking for permission to take a test. They have learned study 
habits and life skills.  Students have learned to take ownership of their own learning. 
Mr. Noon 

School is still being taught by teachers.  Teachers that care about their students and do 
whatever is necessary to make gains with each student in their classrooms.  It seems to 
me the public does not have faith in us; they keep saying they have; however if they 
would trust that we are working very hard to ensure quality education at Minneapolis.  It 
is quite frustrating that one minute Minneapolis has the greatest teachers and staff. 
Then say we are lazy, not teaching, and being controlled by the administration.  Wow, 
enough already!  Where is your faith in us and our decision making to ensure a quality 
education.  Mrs. Allison 

Yes, in colleges and other secondary schools learning does look more like the way the 
Summit Learning platform operates. Mrs. Logan 

In this day and age, not all kids will go to college.  We should be preparing kids to be 
self-paced learners, problem-solving, and have digital literacy.  We are trying to prepare 
kids for a specialized career that may not currently exist.  Learning in the platform is 
more reminiscent of what they will encounter at the college level.  6th Grade Teachers. 

What skills do college and post-secondary students most need?  The ability to find 
information, analyze information, think critically, and show responsibility for their 
learning.  We are seeing these skills being developed in our students.  ---Junior High 
Core Teachers 

 

 



 

 

5.    Why is Summit pushed so hard?  Is it from Topeka, Washington, just the latest fad? 

I don’t feel like Summit was pushed.  It was presented to us as an option from the State 
since we are a redesign school — all Jr. High staff, and three members of the grade 
school leadership team, as well as all administrators, went to Topeka to look at the 
program.  We also took all 5th – 8th-grade teachers to Tulsa to look at a school using 
Summit Learning.  Mr. Noon 

Kansas Redesign, and it is/was not pushed. What we are trying to do is meet the needs 
of students in an ever-changing world.--Mrs. Allison 

We are trying to address education the way the real world works, using computerized 
systems.  Mrs. Logan 

We don’t think it is being pushed from any of those places.  It is not a fad.  It is about the 
fact that we have to teach the students of today with the latest curriculum.  Since 
Kansas schools are in redesign, we are trying to set the bar for leading the world. 
6th Grade Teachers 

Summit was offered as a redesign option from the Kansas State Board of Education 
and addresses the mandated areas of school redesign. -Junior High Core Teachers 

6.    If it is such a great system then why are all of the high school teachers opposed to 
its implementation? 

Change is never easy, and I do not believe that the majority of high-school teachers 
have had an in-depth look at what Summit really is.  They are worried that the program 
takes away the control of the teachers.  In reality, Summit Teachers have full control of 
the curriculum in the system.  They could do the same great projects they always have. 
Mr. Noon 

I have no idea why they are opposed.  I for one had a child that graduated from this 
system that was taught an entire class in high school from a computer-based program 
with absolutely no instruction from the teacher.  This was an upper-level course, at least 
with Summit Learning the teachers are teaching.  Mrs. Allison 

I can’t speak for them. I don’t know.--Mrs. Logan 

  

Unclear to why they are opposed.  Wish they would have visited the grade school to see 
what it looks like in a classroom setting.  6th Grade Teachers  

It’s not our place to speak for the high school. Junior High Core Teachers  



7.    Why are so many parents saying they don't like it and their kids don't like it? 

I have not had any parents in my classroom come to me and say they do not like it.  I 
have had questions about how the platform works, but that is it.  Mr. Noon 

I have not heard from any parents or students that they don’t like it!  Mrs. Allison 

I feel that change is never easy and often not welcomed at first.--Mrs. Logan 

Because it is different, it is a change.  Change is hard. Most have not visited classrooms 
to see what it is really like.  Some of our parents started out negative even though we 
tried to inform them with several meetings. Therefore, their NEGATIVE attitudes rubbed 
off on their students.  6th Grade Teachers 

We have had parents who have asked questions, but we have not had many parents 
express a dislike for what we are doing.  We would welcome any parents that have 
questions to visit our classrooms. -Junior High Core Teachers 

8.    Did the board evaluate Summit themselves of did Mr. Vignery choose it? 

I do not know to what degree the board did or did not look at Summit, but, it was 
presented to us as an option from the State since we are a redesign school.  All Jr. High 
staff, and three members of the grade school leadership team, as well as all 
administrators, went to Topeka to look at the program.  We also took all 5th – 8th-grade 
teachers to Tulsa to look at a school using Summit Learning. Curtis Noon. 

I don’t know if they did an extensive evaluation of Summit Learning.  I do know that 
many of the teachers went to visit a school in Tulsa that had been using Summit 
Learning for two years.  They shared with us their experiences. The projects that 
Summit Learning has within the program matched up with PBL. --Mrs. Logan 

It was neither.  All teachers voted on redesign.  Next, a group of teachers went to 
Topeka and listened and gained foundational knowledge about Summit.  A team went in 
February to Memorial Junior High in Tulsa to visit the Summit School in progress.  The 
people who went on the trip liked what they saw.  The team felt like this platform went 
well with PBL.  6th Grade Teachers 

That would be a question for the board.  From our perspective, the board voted for 
redesign and the KSDE selected districts to attend meetings to learn more about 
Summit and how it fits into Kansas redesign.  We also visited a school in Tulsa who 
highly recommended it and who saw success with their students.  The principal and 
teachers at Tulsa were impressed with the progress of their total student population. 
-Junior High Core Teachers. 

 



9.    Summit is "free" but nothing is free, there is a "catch" somewhere?  

I have not seen a catch yet.  The only catch I can see is they do ask teachers for 
feedback to make curriculum and the platform even more successful.  Curtis Noon 

Summit Learning is picking up the tab.  This last summer the teachers attended a 
week-long training in June.  We have attended a 2-day training in October, 1-day in 
January and 2-day training in March.  We worked for a week this summer before school 
started getting ready to implement Summit Learning.  We work evenings and weekends 
learning four new subjects curriculum. The teachers have put in a tremendous amount 
of time. So the catch is, we are giving up our time to implement the program well.  I 
don’t know that free has anything to do with it. Mrs. Logan 

Summit does not profit from our student information.  Our school owns its own data, and 
it is used to guide our teaching.   We believe there is going to be several of these 
platforms coming out in the future and many are already available.  Google platform has 
been used by our teachers in past years, and it is free too, and no one has complained 
about that.  6th Grade Teachers 

The only request for input that we have received from Summit are suggestions on how 
they can improve.  Anytime we have made suggestions, they have been quick to take 
action. Jr High Core Teachers 

The trainings they provide are some of the best educational experiences we have had. 
They are very professional and they provide activities that are immediately useful in the 
classroom for best support of our students.   Mrs. Willoughby, Mrs. Vignery 

10.    We only chose Summit because it was cheap?  

I don’t feel like Summit was chosen because it was cheap; I feel Summit was chosen 
because of the way it presents information to students.  Its transparency was another 
reason I like it.  Parents can see the work of their student and the rubric it was graded 
on at any time.  It tells the parent each level of the rubric so they can see where the 
letter grade is coming from.  Mr. Noon 

We chose Summit Learning because it was supported by the State of Kansas as a 
redesign option.  Free is nice, but we do not believe it was a factor of choosing Summit 
Learning.  6th Grade Teachers, Junior High Core Teachers 

11.    It allows teachers to be lazy? 

I don’t know that I have ever had a year as a teacher that I have worked harder and I 
feel the same for the other teachers in my building.  We have spent the year learning 
projects in four different subjects as well as keeping up with student feedback and 
learning content in power focus areas.  We have spent way more time grading this year 
because we don’t look at project work just once.  We look at it until it is good enough. 



Students don’t all learn at the same rate, and we can’t expect them too.  We keep 
working with students until they meet the grade level standard.  With Summit we no 
longer, put a zero in the grade book at the end of nine weeks and move on. Mr. Noon 

See above answers stating the frustration that there are actually people sitting at home 
not getting involved in the building making claims that we are not doing our jobs.  What 
makes our desire for students to retain information any less because we are using an 
online forum versus paper books?  Isn’t the point of education to get students to retain 
as much information as possible every year?  Do people really think we are sitting back 
taking a year off while students work on computers!! Enough people!  There is nothing 
about Summit Learning that allows teachers to be lazy!  There is so much interaction, 
revision, and data evidence to get through and prepare for that there is NEVER a down 
moment.  Most teachers are coming earlier and staying later, and we are not getting 
overtime to do it; we are here so we can best serve our students.  Summit Learning is 
not more difficult to teach with; however, it does require more time since students now 
have the ability to revise products many times over.  This is good for education as 
students can see improved products and continue learning through the revision 
process.  Mrs. Allison 

We believe teachers continue to WORK hard.  Summit teachers have not been given 
any extra time for learning four new curriculums on top of a platform.  We have students 
in our classrooms at 7:30 a.m. and after school to help those students who might be 
struggling.  We are professionals, and we want our students to gain skills and be 
successful — 6th Grade Teachers. 

We resent being asked such a ludicrous question. We are professionals and work hard 
to do what is best for our students and will continue to do so no matter what changes 
occur in education.--Junior High Core Teachers 

 

Other Related Comments 

As teachers, we have also spent more time this year looking at data.  Summit narrows 
down specifically what we need to be teaching to what students.  We still plan whole 
class lessons, but we don’t normally teach hour-long lessons.  We present the core 
information in about twenty minutes and then get students started on projects.  We then 
break students into groups depending on need and focus our attention where it is best 
served.  Mr. Noon 

In previous years we still had students learning from computers they were just in a 
variety of locations: Success maker in the computer lab, A.R. math, Lexia, Istation, 
Edpuzzle, Freckle Math and ELA, Splash Math, google classroom, and many more 



used in other grade levels.  Summit is a platform that can bring all of these together 
while giving a teacher full control of content.  Mr. Noon 

I would just say that it's amazing to hear my students tell me they feel accomplished at 
the end of the day. I give direct instruction every day, but they really have to put in the 
hard work to make the platform work for them.  The skills my students will walk away 
with due to Summit are amazing.  Amanda Rensink  

I get to witness and support amazing camaraderie and academic scaffolding among 
peers.  They support and encourage each other through all aspects of the learning 
cycle.  All students have participated in the roles of peer coach and given guidance and 
encouragement to others.  Shayla Bailey 

Students are taking initiative in their own learning and engaging more with the teacher. 
The process requires greater student responsibility and they have stepped up to the 
challenge.  I see many students participating in peer tutoring, and more students are 
taking an active role in their learning, such as asking teachers how they can improve 
their work.   Teachers are still teaching just as much as any other year, and, if anything, 
I have been able to work personally with more students this year. Dave Lawson  

I have seen so much growth in the students this year.  I have seen many attributes 
come forth such as perseverance, confidence, and initiative.  Students are finding ways 
that they learn the best in different situations.  They have developed study buddies and 
they are encouraging to each other in their successes and their trials.  They are making 
goals and prioritizing their responsibilities. Amy Vignery 

Students are collaborating with their peers to study focus areas and are passing content 
assessments connected to their direct classroom instruction with much more confidence 
than in the past because they have more ownership of their learning to choose how they 
best learn.  More students are passing content assessments the first time as the year 
progresses with a deeper understanding of the content as they begin to understand how 
they learn best. I’ve always worked with students on this concept, but the Summit 
platform enhances that with the variety of options it provides for students to access and 
also allows me to input the resources I’ve always used that worked well with students. 
Students have learned to persevere in their studies as they are required to stick with the 
content until they reach the mastery level unlike in past years when many would not 
even study for a test and were allowed to take a test and continue on whether they 
passed and showed minimal proficiency or not. In the past, most students would not 
retake a test even when given the opportunity, but now many students come excited to 
take the test a second time because they used the feedback from their first test to 
prepare and feel confident they will pass.  Linda Willoughby 
 



Our students know that he/she will be held accountable by his/her mentor and that 
he/she is there to celebrate successes and offer help and encouragement with learning 
and life in general.  I cannot say enough about the great things I am seeing in the 
classroom on a daily basis.  I would not want to go back to the traditional way of 
teaching and learning. I have never felt more empowered as a teacher and the students 
are taking ownership of their learning!  Amy Vignery 
 
It’s been exciting to see students working across grade levels to tackle problems 
presented in their projects and focus areas by discussing and working with someone in 
another class or grade level who can provide a different viewpoint or level of 
understanding to help them. This type of collaboration is a valuable skill for future 
success in both school and the workplace. Linda Willoughby  
 
I view Summit as an educational tool that can be adjusted to meet the different styles of 
learning when used in combination with the direct teaching I have always done.  I see 
students being exposed to content as well as developing cognitive skills that can be 
used in real life situations. When students can make an argumentative claim, support 
that claim with evidence they have found, and present their findings in a group setting, I 
find this skill to be invaluable. --Quentin VanEaton.  


