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Dear Fair Lawn Community: 

On February 22, 2022, the New Jersey Department of Health (NJDOH) released updated guidance on 
public health recommendations for K-12 schools.  This guidance document has been carefully reviewed, 
is based on what is currently known about the transmission and severity of COVID-19, and is subject to 
change as additional information becomes available.  We ask you to please review the following 
information: 

Masks  

The state mandate requiring in-school universal masking expires on Monday, March 7, 2022.  As 
of that date, in-school masking, including transportation and school busses, will be optional for 
students, staff, and visitors.   

The NJDOH recommends that individuals need to make masking decisions based on their 
specific situation, i.e., if they or family members are immunocompromised or at high risk of 
severe illness from COVID-19.  

Please remain mindful that masks may be required in the future in the following circumstances: 

• After returning from isolation or quarantine: students and staff who wish to return to school 
during days 6-10 of isolation or quarantine should mask. 

Staff and Parent Monday Screenings 

• As of March 7, 2022, all student and staff screenings via Genesis or Qualtrics will be 
discontinued.  We continue to ask you monitor symptoms and do not send your child to school if 
ill.   

COVID-19 Positive  

• As always, if your child has tested positive for COVID-19, your child will be required to stay 
home until the quarantine period is completed.  

Close Contact Exposure  

• Should your child be identified as a close contact exposure in school, your child may return to 
school with documentation of a negative PCR or FDA-approved home test.  Your child should 
remain home until those results are received/documented.    
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Social Distancing, Hygiene and Airflow 

• Schools will continue to make every effort to maintain three feet of social distancing to the 
greatest extent practicable.  

• We continue to strongly encourage the frequent washing of hands and the use of hand sanitizer.  
• As we look forward to warmer weather, airflow and circulation will improve through the opening 

of windows for fresh air beyond what regular district ventilation systems routinely supply. The 
district will be utilizing outdoor spaces to the greatest extent possible especially during lunch and 
recess. 

Travel 

• Travel quarantine and testing upon return is still required for all international travel.  Please 
contact your building administrator and school nurse if your child has traveled internationally.   

COVID-19 Dashboard 

• Since our COVID-19 positive numbers have dropped drastically, the daily COVID-19 updates and 
weekly dashboard will end on Monday, March 7, 2022.   

The expiration of the face masks mandate is a significant step on the long road of an unimaginable 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Throughout, the cooperation of families, staff, and students has served as an 
outstanding testament to the importance of health and safety awareness and maintaining concern for 
ourselves and our neighbors.     

While we are extremely delighted that this appears to be the beginning to the end of this two-year 
pandemic, we ask that you respect each other’s wishes on whether they choose to wear a mask or not.    

Should you have any questions, please contact your school nurse or building administrator.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
  
 

Nicholas J. Norcia 
Superintendent of Schools  
 


