
GIFTED AND TALENTED OVERVIEW 

The Fair Lawn Board of Education’s Gifted and Talented Program is directly aligned to the 

district’s third goal of its 5-year Strategic Plan—“Personalized Learning & Academic Excellence 

for All”. As such, the district is committed to providing its students with an educational program 

that will enable them to achieve in accordance with their capabilities. Opportunities for students 

to enhance their potential are provided through a tiered system of differentiated experiences, both 

in instructional depth and scope, which includes whole class, pull-out, self-select, curricular, co-

curricular, and extra-curricular programs. Within these programs, students are challenged to 

engage in inquiry, take intellectual risks, expand their problem solving skills, and exercise critical 

thinking.  

Fair Lawn’s gifted program is guided by the National Association of Gifted Children’s (NAGC) 

definition of giftedness: “Students with gifts and talents perform - or have the capability to perform 

- at higher levels compared to others of the same age, experience, and environment in one or more 

domains.”  This is consistent with the New Jersey Department of Education’s definition put forth 

in New Jersey Administrative Code 6A:8-3.1(a)(5): Gifted and talented “means a student who 

possesses or demonstrates a high level of ability in one or more content areas when compared 

to his chronological peers in the school district and who requires modifications of his 

educational program if he is to achieve in accordance with his capabilities.”   

Using a tiered approach in elementary schools, a combined framework of tiered services and 

accelerated courses in the middle schools, and a diverse offering of honors, advanced 

placement, and dual enrollment opportunities at the high school level, Fair Lawn students are 

able to stimulate their academic growth in their areas of strength. The goal of our gifted and 

talented program is not to label a student, but rather to recognize and respond to their ever-

changing educational needs. 

 

  



CHARACTERISTICS OF GIFTED AND TALENTED STUDENTS 

There are many traits that gifted children have in common, but no two gifted students are exactly 

alike. Gifted children are diverse, and each possesses unique character traits. The National 

Association of Gifted Children identifies a partial list of common characteristics that many gifted 

individuals share:  

 

 

 

 

  



ELEMENTARY PROGRAM OFFERINGS (GRADES K-4) 

The Fair Lawn School District uses a tiered level of support to provide enrichment opportunities 

for students in kindergarten through grade 4.  

 

 

Type 1 Services 

Kindergarten through Grade 2: The Primary Education Thinking Skills (PETS program) 

is a Type 1 offering that provides an opportunity for all students in grades K, 1, and 2 to 

engage in activities that develop their higher level thinking skills.  Students at each grade 

level participate in this program for one trimester each school year. In this systematized 

enrichment and diagnostic thinking skills program, students enhance their skills through work 

with various characters that represent different types of thinking (e.g., convergent, 

visual/spatial).    

Grade 3: Enrichment Specialists will provide STEM lessons and challenges focusing on 

the Engineering Design Process for one trimester in all classes. STEM education creates 

critical thinkers and enables the next generation of innovators. STEM stands for science, 

technology, engineering, and mathematics and stresses the value of failure as a learning 

exercise, which will enable students to embrace mistakes as part of the learning process. 

 

Grade 4: Enrichment Specialists will provide STEM lessons and challenges for one trimester 

in all classes that deepen our students’ experience and understanding of the Engineering 

Design Process as a strategy to attack real life problems. These STEM challenges encourage 

risk-taking and experimentation, two necessary components to innovative thinking. STEM 

activities provide hands-on and minds-on lessons for the students. 



 

Type 2 Services 

Grades K-4: Differentiated, personalized instruction is made available to all students in 

kindergarten through grade 4 in order to match student’s personalized learning needs. This 

instructional strategy is used as a matter of daily practice to support all students—including 

those demonstrating above average ability.   

 When the classroom teacher determines that typical levels of differentiation are not 

meeting the individual needs of a student, the teacher will submit a referral for a 

Personalized Enrichment Plan (PEP).  The PEP Team, composed of at least the 

classroom teacher, principal, Enrichment Specialist, and parent, will determine the 

need for such a plan.  If a plan is deemed necessary, it will include the student’s area(s) 

of strength as well as the enrichment activities that will be used in the classroom to 

provide an advanced level of learning for the student.  Enrichment Specialists and other 

members of the PEP Team will provide suggestions and consultation services to assist 

classroom teachers with differentiation techniques, strategies, and activities. 

Development of a PEP in one school year does not automatically result in a PEP for 

the following school year. The decision to develop a PEP will depend upon the specific 

needs of the child in each school year. 

 While this service is listed as a Type 2 service, far fewer students will require the 

intended level of differentiation detailed in a PEP.  

 All students identified for a literacy and/or math seminar will automatically receive a 

PEP outlining the activities that will be taking place in the respective REACH 

seminar.     

Grades 3 and 4: Students in grades 3 and 4 can self-select to participate in an Independent 

Study program. The Enrichment Specialist will act as a facilitator for interested, task 

committed and highly motivated students in grades 3-4, to develop, implement and present an 

independent study topic of their interest. 

 

Type 3 Services 

Kindergarten through grade 2: The Enrichment Specialist will meet with identified students 

for further work focusing on the higher level thinking skills introduced during the PETS 

program push-in. This small group opportunity will allow identified students to be challenged 

with a variety of advanced activities that deepen the students' ability to use convergent, 

divergent, evaluative and visual/spatial thinking.  

 

Grades 3-4: The Enrichment Specialist will meet with identified students for seminars focused 

on the specific content areas of literacy and/or math. Seminar participants benefit from the 

opportunity to meet with peers who share strengths in these areas.   

 

 In the Literacy Seminar, students are exposed to higher level texts containing abstract 

and sophisticated themes. Students are pushed to apply these themes beyond the text to 



real world events. For example, after an intensive exploration of dystopian vs. utopian 

societies, students may create an original society with founding documents, anthem, 

and government structure.   

 

 In the Math Seminar, students dig deep into advanced mathematical concepts. For 

example, students demonstrate their understanding of the number systems by 

examining the ancient number systems and their historical and mathematical 

significance. This continues with the exploration of the binary number system and its 

relationship to computer language, coding and robotics. 

 

Type 4 Services 

Kindergarten through grade 4: Type 4 opportunities are highly individualized programs 

for very few students and can include specialized programs, early entrance, and curriculum 

compacting. 

 

Elementary Identification Process (Grades K-4) 

The Fair Lawn REACH Program’s identification procedures are designed as a means to recognize 

and respond to the gifted behaviors that students demonstrate. It is an ongoing process that provides 

the opportunity to meet the changing needs of students from year to year. 

 

The Fair Lawn School District recognizes that children continue to grow and develop throughout 

their education. Thus, eligibility and services in one school year is neither a prerequisite nor a 

guarantee for eligibility of services in subsequent school years.  In an effort to meet a student’s 

ever-changing and unique educational needs, students are re-evaluated annually to identify the 

need for REACH services. 

The Fair Lawn School District uses school percentiles when using the CogAT Screener for the 

purpose of identification for the REACH program. 

Identification for K-2 

Information from the following sources will be gathered during the identification process. 

Students must meet or exceed the criteria in the Type 3 small group facet of the program. 

 CogAT Screener 

 PETS Assessments 

 Teacher Nomination 

 

Identification for 3-4 
Information from the following sources will be gathered during the identification process. 

Students must meet or exceed the criteria in the Type 3 small group facet of the program. 

 CogAT Screener 

 CTP5 (when available) 

 NJSLA (when available) 

 Classroom Assessments 

 Teacher Nomination 



The areas of Literacy and Math are targeted and scored separately. Students must meet identified 

criteria in the above measures in order to gain entrance into the Literacy and/or Mathematics 

Seminars. Current identification criteria can be accessed on the district’s website.    



MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM OFFERINGS (GRADES 5-8) 

Fair Lawn’s two middle schools offer a variety of challenging and engaging academic and extra-

curricular experiences for students designed to meet their individual needs and interests. 

 

Academics  

Grade 5 (Literacy/Math) and Grade 6 (Literacy) 

All students in grades 5 and 6 participate in one trimester of Innovations Lab. In this course, 

students will learn to apply critical science, technology, engineering, art, and math skills to solve 

real world problems through innovative thinking in an engaging, enriching, collaborative, 

enjoyable manner.  

Grades 5 and 6 students receive a high quality curriculum with differentiation focusing on 

expanding and enhancing learning opportunities in the regular classroom. When the classroom 

teacher determines that typical levels of differentiation are not meeting the individual needs of a 

student, the teacher will submit a referral for a Personalized Enrichment Plan (PEP).  The PEP 

Team, composed of at least the classroom teacher, principal, Enrichment Specialist, and parent, 

will determine the need for such a plan.  If a plan is deemed necessary, it will include the student’s 

area(s) of strength as well as the enrichment activities that will be used in the classroom to provide 

an advanced level of learning for the student.  Enrichment Specialists and other members of the 

PEP Team will provide suggestions and consultation services to assist classroom teachers with 

differentiation techniques, strategies, and activities. 

Students in need of expanded differentiated experiences will have the opportunity to participate in 

Literacy and/or Math Seminars. The Enrichment Specialist will meet with identified students for 

seminars focused on the specific content areas of literacy (grades 5 and 6) and/or math (grade 5 

only). Seminar participants benefit from the opportunity to meet with peers who share strengths in 

these areas.   

 

 In the grade 5 Literacy Seminar, students are immersed in higher level texts containing 

abstract themes, sophisticated character development and complex historical connections. 

Students are pushed to extend these literary facets beyond the text connecting them to 

modern day events and experiences while also becoming knowledgeable about the 

historical time period.  For example, after an intensive research on Medieval culture 

students may create a digital project of their choice ranging from infographic slides to 

informational brochures. Additionally, students may be challenged to use their STEAM 

expertise to design and build a historically accurate castle from found and recycled 

materials.   

 

 In the grade 5 Math Seminar, students stretch their mathematical thinking through the 

exploration of advanced mathematical concepts. For example, students may participate in 

a STEM challenge to build a spacecraft that meets specific criteria. Students may 

demonstrate their understanding of algebraic equations by exploring impact velocity and 

connecting this hands-on challenge to the real world work NASA did when planning their 

exploration of Mars. 



 In the grade 6 Literacy Seminar, students are exposed to topics that extend beyond their 

traditional grade level curriculum while forcing them to stretch their thinking and reasoning 

skills.  For example, after Socratic discussion and study of important philosophers and their 

positions on universal philosophical questions students may write and record a podcast 

linking these quintessential philosophical questions to our modern world. 

 

Information from the following sources will be used during the identification process. The Fair 

Lawn School District uses school percentiles when using the CogAT Screener for the purpose of 

identification for the REACH program. 

 CogAT Screener 

 CTP5 (when available) 

 NJSLA (when available) 

 Classroom Assessments 

 Teacher Nomination 

 

The areas of Literacy and Math are targeted and scored separately. Students must meet identified 

criteria in the above measures in order to gain entrance into the Literacy and/or Mathematics 

Seminars. Current identification criteria can be accessed on the district’s website.   

 

Grade 6 (Math) 

 

Beginning in grade 6, mathematics courses are broken into three opportunities for students: Math 

6, Math 6 Enriched, and Math 6 Accelerated. Identification criteria for students to gain entrance 

into these courses can include: 

 CogAT Screener 

 CTP5 (when available) 

 NJSLA (when available) 

 Classroom TEST Assessment Average 

 District Math Assessment 

 Teacher Nomination 

 

Grades 7 and 8 (Math, ELA, Social Studies, Science) 
 

All students in grades 7 and 8 receive a high quality curriculum with differentiation focusing on 

expanding and enhancing learning opportunities in the regular classroom. Additionally, in grades 

7 and 8, students may be eligible to take enriched courses in Math (Pre-Algebra 7, Algebra I, 

Algebra II), English Language Arts (Enriched), Social Studies (Enriched), and Science (Enriched). 

Identification criteria for students to gain entrance into these courses can include:  

 CTP5 (when available) 

 NJSLA (when available) 

 Final Report Card Average 

 Classroom TEST Assessment Average 

 District Math Assessment 

 District Science Assessment 

 Teacher Nomination 

  



Extra-curricular opportunities 

All middle school students in grades 5 through 8 have the opportunity to engage in extra-

curricular activities for which they have a particular passion or interest. The following clubs are 

offered: 

 Arts and Crafts    Junior National Honor Society 

 Intramural Sports    Literary Magazine 

 Celebrate America    Math League 

 Choral Music     Peers for Peace 

 Computer Club    Ping Pong 

 Debate Team     Production Club 

 Destination Imagination   School Newspaper 

 Drama Club     Student Council 

 Environmental Club    Video Production Club 

 Future Business Leaders of America  Word Masters 

 Instrumental Music    World Language Club 

 Strings      Yearbook 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

   



HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OFFERINGS 

Fair Lawn High School offers many challenging and engaging academic and extra-curricular 

experiences for students beginning their freshman year. Their mission is to promote continuous 

improvement and high levels of learning, to foster self-confidence, and to support success for all 

students. With the support of the district’s counseling professionals, students’ experiences are 

tailored to meet their individual needs. 

Academics 

All students in grades 9 through 12 receive a high quality curriculum with differentiation focusing 

on expanding and enhancing learning opportunities in the regular classroom. A robust elective 

program further offers students the chance to pursue particular areas of strength and interest.  

Electives: Childcare & Development H, Wind Ensemble H, Orchestra H, Drama 2H, Drama 

3H, Drama 4H, FinancialAccounting H, Financial Accounting 2H, Graphic Design H, 

Drawing & Painting H, Communications, Media & DigitalLit H, Journalism H, Advanced 

Wood Technology H, Design Technology H, American Musical Theater 2H, American 

Musical Theater 3H, American Musical Theater 4H, Women and Gender Studies H 

The Fair Lawn School District also offers a wide variety of Honors and Advanced Placement 

courses. 

Honors Courses: English 9H, English 10H, English 11H, English 12H, Senior Topics H, 

Geometry H, Algebra 2 H, Computer Programming H, Robotics H, Pre-Calculus H, 

Introduction to Calculus H, Statistics H, World History H, US History 1H, US History 2H, 

Holocaust and Genocide H, American Politics H, Biology 1H / Lab, Chemistry H / Lab, 

Physics H / Lab, Horticulture H, Human Anatomy / Physiology H, Spanish 4H, Spanish 5H, 

French 4H, French 5H, Chinese 4H, Chinese 5H 

Advanced Placement: English - Literature & Composition, English - Language & 

Composition, US History 1, US History 2,World History, European History, Comparative 

Government, Economics, Psychology, Statistics, Calculus AB, Calculus BC, Multivariable 

Calculus, Computer Science A, Computer Science Principles, Environmental Science, 

Biology, Chemistry, Physics 1, Physics C, Music Theory, Drawing, 2-D Art &Design, 3-D 

Art & Design, Art History, Chinese Language, French Language, and Spanish Language 

In addition, Fair Lawn High School offers several Dual Enrollment opportunities for students.  

Dual Enrollment programs provide students a unique opportunity to jump-start their college career, 

allowing qualified high school students to enroll in college coursework while still in high school. 

Success in these courses requires a high level of commitment and academic responsibility. Courses 

are taught by FLHS faculty who meet the college’s credentialing requirements. Credit for dual 

enrollment courses is widely accepted among private and public colleges, depending on the 

student’s major.  

Presently, FLHS has relationships with Bergen Community College and Fairleigh Dickinson 

University to offer dual enrollment credit. The following courses are offered: 



 Bergen Community College Courses: English 11 H, Culinary Arts I, Childcare H 

Fairleigh Dickinson Courses: Accounting I, Accounting II, Anatomy and Physiology, 

Calculus I, Creative Writing, Film as Literature, French Intermediate I, French Intermediate 

II, Humanities I, Introduction Architecture/Engineering Design, Introduction to Astronomy, 

Introduction to Geoscience, Introduction to Sport/Entertainment Management, Introduction 

to Engineering, Introduction to Statistics, Introduction to Theater, Political Science I, Spanish 

Intermediate I, Spanish Intermediate II, Web Design and Implementation 

Fair Lawn High School also partners with Bergen County Community College to provide students 

with the opportunity to earn an associate degree while still enrolled in high school. Students 

entering their Junior year (11th grade) are eligible for the BCC Early College Program, which 

allows them to attend FLHS and BCC as full-time students during their Junior and Senior years. 

Upon successful completion of the program, students will receive their high school diploma AND 

an Associate Degree from Bergen Community College when they graduate high school. 

Additional information about the Early College Program is available here: 

https://sites.google.com/fairlawnsds.org/flhs-8thgradeorientation/support-services/earn-college-

credit?authuser=0 

 

Athletics 

Fair Lawn High School offers 27 varsity sports and additional sports/activities during the fall, 

winter, and spring sports seasons. These competitive programs are successful in building 

students’ self-esteem, leadership skills, and ability to work with others toward a common goal. 

The school’s offerings include: 

  Baseball (Boys)    Tennis (Boys & Girls) 

  Basketball (Boys)    Track and Field - Spring (Coed) 

  Bowling (Boys & Girls)   Track and Field - Winter (Coed) 

  Cheerleading (Girls)    Volleyball (Boys & Girls) 

  Cross Country (Coed)    Wrestling (Coed) 

  Fencing (Coed), Football (Boys)  Dance 

  Ice Hockey (Coed)    Marching Band 

  Lacrosse (Boys & Girls)   Indoor Percussion 

  Soccer (Boys & Girls)    Color Guard 

  Softball (Girls)    Competition Cheerleading 

  Swimming (Boys & Girls) 

   

     

Clubs 

Fair Lawn High School has an actively involved Student Government Association that dialogues 

monthly with the Board of Education. The High School also offers over 60 active clubs and 9 

https://sites.google.com/fairlawnsds.org/flhs-8thgradeorientation/support-services/earn-college-credit?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/fairlawnsds.org/flhs-8thgradeorientation/support-services/earn-college-credit?authuser=0


content-specific honor societies. These activities are designed to meet a wide range of student 

interests, and new activities are created every year.   

Current club offerings include: 

  Academic Decatholon    Jazz Ensemble 

  American Sign Language Club  Jewish Student Union 

  Animal Rights Club    Junior Division Computer League 

  Astronomy Club    Masques 

  Aviation Club     Math League 

  Biology League    Math National Honor Society 

  Black Student Union    Model United Nations 

  Boptones Rock Band    Musical 

  Chemistry League I & II   National Art Honor Society  

  Chess Club     National English Honor Society 

  Chinese National Honor Society  National Honor Society 

  Christian Fellowship    Peer Leadership 

  Class Council     Photography Club 

  Crimson Crier Newspaper   Physics League 

  Crimson Tide Yearbook   Pit Orchestra 

  Cutter Corner – School Store   Political Action Club 

  Debate Team     Production Club 

  E.R.A.S.E.& G.S.A.    Scarlet Letters 

  Engineering & Design Club   Science National Honor Society 

  Environmental Club    Senior Division Computer League 

  F.B.L.A.     Short Story Club 

  FLHS E.M.T. Club    Ski Club 

  French National Honor Society  Social Studies Honor Society 

  Freshman Math League   Student Movement Against Cancer 

  Gay-Straight Alliance    Student Tech Squad 

  Helping Hands    Tri-M Music Honor Society 

  Hispanic National Honor Society  TSA Teams 

  Interact Club     Varsity Law Team 

 

Student publications are hosted on the internet through fusfoo.com, giving our students voice 

well beyond the walls of our high school. Our performing arts programs - band, orchestra, 

chorus, American musical theater, marching band, indoor percussion, color guard, Masques 

dramatic theater, and the school musical are all award-winning programs. In 2019, these 

programs inducted their first class into the FLHS Performing Arts Hall of Fame. FLHS's annual 

fundraiser, "Marathon," raises thousands of dollars for local organizations and charities. 


