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FAIR LAWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND FAIR LAWN POLICE DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCE JOINT EFFORT – 

CLASS III SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS HIRED FOR ALL FAIR LAWN SCHOOLS 

 

FAIR LAWN, N.J. (Oct. 1, 2018) – Starting with the 2018-19 school year, Fair Lawn Public Schools and the Fair Lawn Police 

Department are working together as part of a shared services agreement to provide full-time security and safety within all Fair 

Lawn schools. Eleven ‘Class Three Special Law Officers (SLEO)’ have been hired and have been assigned to provide security at 

Fair Lawn’s nine schools:  seven full-time and four part-time officers have been hired.  After a trial run last year, where two 

SLEOs provided security at Fair Lawn’s two middle schools, the BOE and FLPD agreed in August to have a law enforcement 

presence in all of its schools. A 2016 New Jersey state law established the Class Three SLEO as a new type of school security per-

sonnel.   

 “The primary goal of a Class Three SLEO is first and foremost to provide security and safety for each school,” said Police Chief 

Glen Cauwels.  “Our second goal is to portray a positive image to students and let them know, we are always here to help.” 

Requirements for a Class Three SLEO: 

 Is a retired police officer who has previously served as a full-trained, full-time officer in New Jersey. 

 Must be retired in good standing from that agency.  

 Must be less than 65 years of age 

 Must pass a psychological exam. 

 Must have an updated background investigation 

 Must pass a medical exam. 

 Must pass a drug test. 

 Must have retired within three years from previous agency. 

 

Class Three SLEO require the same training as a Fair Lawn police officer and must complete Safe Schools Officer and Active 

Shooter Training. Special Three SLEO have full police powers, carry a firearm and report directly to the Fair Lawn Police Chief.  

Their responsibilities will not involve traffic control. This initiative is part of a shared services agreement between the borough and 

the BOE.   
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“Fair Lawn Schools is in the forefront of providing full-time security coverage within our schools,” said Nick Norcia, Fair Lawn 

superintendent.  “But more than that, the feedback has been very positive from the students and staff.  Our students are high-fiving 

the officers, creating welcome posters and art work for the officers’ desk and I’ve heard reports from principals that the officers are 

playing hopscotch with the elementary school children, reading to them in class, etc. Parents are thanking the officers at drop off. 

They’ve become a welcoming and reassuring presence in our schools.” 

The Class Three SLEOs are part of a broader safety initiative for FLPS:   

 A District Security Officer was hired in July 2018 to oversee the safety and security of Fair Lawn Public Schools;  

 Three Tier Mental Health Program with clinicians for all of Fair Lawn Public Schools; 

 New Social Emotional Learning Curriculum implemented for the 2018-2019 school year. 

 

Fair Lawn Public Schools  

Fair Lawn Public Schools (FLPS) is the third largest school district in Bergen County, with a budget of more than $100 million 

dollars, more than 5,000 students, and approximately 960 staff.  FLPS district comprises nine schools: six elementary schools (K-

5); two middle schools (6-8) and one high school (9-12) and Edison School, which serves more than 80 students with special needs. 

Fair Lawn Police Department  

Established in 1930, the Fair Lawn Police Department is a community-oriented organization that provides proactive law enforce-

ment service to everyone who lives, works and visits our borough. 

 

Our department, commanded by Police Chief Glen Cauwels, is staffed 24 hours a day by a staff of 80 sworn officers including three 

captains, six lieutenants, seven sergeants, seven detectives, thirty-five patrolmen, ten Class 1 special officers & eleven Class 3 spe-

cial officers.  The Chief is assisted by an administrative assistant and two records clerks.   

 

We have an open door policy and encourage you to call or stop by anytime you have questions about the Police Department.  
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