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Dear Fair Lawn Community, 
 
As stated in my letter on January 14, 2021, I would like to provide you with an update on the status 
of Fair Lawn Public Schools’ full-remote learning status. Due to updated guidelines from the NJ 
Department of Health and a decrease in positive cases for school-aged children in Fair Lawn, we 
will be reopening schools.  I’ve provided the current data, the new guidelines and our reopening 
dates below. First, however, I want to explain why we extended our fully-remote announcement 
last week.    
 
Last week we were notified that Fair Lawn was categorized in the Red Category and was 
recommended to remain fully remote.  This recommendation was made due to the following two 
reasons: 
 

1. The NJ Department of Health for COVID-19 Public Health Recommendations for Local 
Health Departments for K-12 Schools, which was last updated on December 22, 2020, 
recommended that when a school district reaches the red category, they should switch to 
all remote. 

2. The number of school-age children with confirmed positive COVID-19 cases was higher 
than normal. 

 
Since last week, we have been working very closely with the Fair Lawn Health Department to 
analyze our data as it relates to our schools.  It is important to point out that there have been two 
reporting periods of COVID-19 data in the 2021 school year:  January 1-10, the first reporting 
period and January 11-21, the second reporting period.   
 
Last week’s closure was based off data from the first reporting period that showed a higher than 
normal increase in positive COVID-19 cases for school-aged children.  This was consistent with 
the post-holiday concern from health care professionals as to the reason we chose to remain fully-
remote after the holidays.   
 
I am pleased to inform you that since last week the second reporting period data from January 11-
21 has shown a significant decrease in school-aged children who tested positive for COVID-19.    
 
Over the last week, I heard from many community members requesting specific data and I would 
like to provide you the most recent data for this reporting period.  As of today in Fair Lawn, there 
are a total of 15 school-aged children who tested positive for COVID-19 (Second Reporting Period 
January 11-21) out of a total of 5,371 total students enrolled in Fair Lawn Public Schools.  
 
Of the 15 students who tested positive, eight of them were fully-remote students who opted out of 
in-person learning for the first half of the school year.  Based off of this information, seven total 
students who planned to attend the hybrid in-person model have tested positive.  
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FLHS -    0 Students who attend the hybrid in-person model 
MMS -   0 Students who attend the hybrid in-person model 
TJMS -   1 Student who attends the hybrid in-person model 
Westmoreland - 0 Students who attends the hybrid in-person model 
Radburn -   1 Student who attends the hybrid in-person model 
Milnes –   2 Students who attend the hybrid in-person model 
Warren Point -  2 Students who attend the hybrid in-person model 
Forrest -   1 Student who attends the hybrid in-person model 
Lyncrest -   0 Students who attend the hybrid in-person model 
Edison -  0 Students who attend the hybrid in-person model 
 
Total:   7 Students who attend the hybrid in-person model 
 
In addition to the above mentioned data, The NJ Department of Health for COVID-19 Public 
Health Recommendations for Local Health Departments for K-12 Schools has since updated their 
guidance document on January 19, 2021, allowing schools that are in the red category to offer live 
in-person education. 
 
Due to the updated guidelines and the decrease in school-aged children who have tested positive, 
I am recommending that we return to the hybrid model of in-person education on Monday, 
February 1, 2021.   
 
Over the next week, we will be working closely with our school nurses, administrators, and the 
Fair Lawn Health Department to update our COVID protocols. Also, please look for additional 
information from your child’s principal prior to our reopening.   
 
Parents still have the option to keep their child 100% remote if they do not feel comfortable 
returning on February 1. Please inform your child’s principal if you would like to choose this 
option.   
 
I thank you for your patience as we make these difficult decisions with your child’s best interest 
in mind. 
 
Stay safe and we look forward to seeing your children back on February 1!  
   
Sincerely, 

 
  
 

Nicholas J. Norcia, Superintendent of Schools  
 


