
Fair Lawn Public Schools 
 

       “THE LEADERS OF TOMORROW ATTEND FAIR LAWN SCHOOLS TODAY”  
 

 
 
 Nicholas J. Norcia            
 Superintendent of Schools       

  
 
 
June 10, 2020 
 
Dear Fair Lawn Community, 
 
I hope all is well with you and your family as we approach the end of the 2019-2020 school year.  If there 
is one thing for certain, it is that we will never forget the 2019-2020 school year!  Although this was 
challenging to say the least, I am immensely proud of our students, parents, and staff as we enter our 90th 
day home together, with only a few more to go!   As much as we will never forget this school year, I 
believe we are all ready for the last eight school days before we can call it a wrap and begin preparing for 
the 2020-2021 school year - hopefully in person!  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to provide you with some updates: 
 

• As per Governor Murphy’s most recent statement, we are preparing to make arrangements to honor 
our Class of 2020 FLHS Seniors in live, in-person graduation ceremony/ceremonies.  I thank you 
for your patience as we update our plans in the near future. 

 
• As of last week, both Sasso Field and FLHS Tennis Courts are now open to the public. 

 
• All principals will be making arrangements for students to retrieve their personal belongings and 

return any textbooks and school belongings, while practicing social distancing. 
 

• Both TJMS and Memorial Middle School construction projects are still on schedule and looking 
amazing! 
 

• We are processing many field trip refunds on a daily basis and I appreciate everyone's patience as 
this is quite time consuming.   

  
• There has been a lot of positive feedback about the personal pictures that families can take by the 

Fair Lawn High School sign on Berdan Ave. I have personally stopped by there many times and it 
is heartwarming to see families come together and share this special moment! I would like to give 
a huge shout out to our PTA and Staff who have been there every day for the past two weeks to 
make this personal time with their 2020 FLHS graduate special, rain or shine! 

 
• FLHS Principal Mr. Gorski and his administrative staff hand-delivered 380 cap and gown packages 

to every senior's house in Fair Lawn....AMAZING! 
 

• All summer camps run through the Community School will be virtual this summer and we look 
forward to the opportunity to in-person summer camps next summer.   

 
• Our staff has been working every day to discuss and prepare for the possibility of schools opening 

in September.  At this point, we are all very realistic that our schools in 2020-2021 will not be the 
same pre-COVID-19, however we are preparing for the day when we can open our doors again!   
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Aside from the end-of-the-year logistics and COVID-19 related updates, I would like to also discuss how 
the district will address our current practices and curriculum since the senseless and unacceptable death of 
George Floyd: 
 
• We as educators have been discussing how we need to take another look at the curriculum we deliver. 

As a district, I keep asking myself, “What we can do in Fair Lawn to make a difference?”  Responding 
with nothing is unacceptable, and it is our job to make the world a safer, better place for our children’s 
future!  Unfortunately, too many times this school year I had to say, "Hate has no home here!"  Earlier 
in the school year we began working closely with Rutgers University and spent a great deal of time 
attending professional development on restorative justice tools in schools. As Superintendent, I can 
assure you that social injustice and restorative practices will be on the forefront of our core values in 
Fair Lawn and we are currently discussing how we can expand on these principles we began discussing 
earlier this school year.  I will be sharing more detailed information about our plans to address these 
issues when it is finalized.   

 
Finally, it is essential that we remain a community committed to hope and love and not let frustration, anger, 
and violence prevail.   We must recommit ourselves to promoting a society where all have the possibility 
of life, liberty, and justice. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
  
 

Nicholas J. Norcia, Superintendent of Schools  
 


