
TEN THINGS TO DO THIS SUMMER TO GET READY FOR HIGH SCHOOL 

So, you finished three years at the local middle school (or two years of junior high school), registered for the 
required classes, and now you plan to sit back and play video games all summer long. If you truly want to be 
ready for high school, that is probably not the best plan. It is time for you to take responsibility for your future 
and get ready to make the most out of your high school career. The following are 10 things to do to get ready for 
high school 

1) READ I can't stress this activity enough. You will be expected to read for every course you are taking, but if your 
reading skills are weak, you may easily fall behind. Your reading skills will improve with practice, and it is much 
better to practice on your choice of material. What you choose to read, however, is also important. To prepare for 
high school, you need to start reading a wide variety of material: novels and short stories on a variety of topics, the 
newspaper, magazines, and even non-fiction books. Looking for a good read, try theses sites: 
http://readingrants.org/, 

2) WRITE Again, I can't stress this activity enough. Write in a journal each day, write letters or emails to friends, or 
write creatively. When you are writing, however, work to spell words correctly (not the text message or email lingo), 
use standard grammar, and compose complete, understandable sentences. 

3) INCREASE YOUR VOCABULARY When you are reading, jot down words you don't know or can't grasp the 
meaning from the context and then, use a dictionary or www.dictionary.com to learn the word's definition. There are 
also several interactive sites on line that can help you increase your vocabulary: http://www.vocabtest.com/, or 
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu /GRAMMAR/vocabulary.htm, or Google vocabulary building. 

4) RESEARCH YOUR HIGH SCHOOL Chances are your high school will have a website that publishes information 
about clubs, activities, sports, and classes. Look through the clubs, activities, and sports and begin to make some 
decisions about what interests you. Then, determine how you can get involved in those specific organizations. 

5) LEARN ABOUT THE WORLD AROUND YOU Either pick up the local newspaper and read the local, state, 
national, and world news, or turn on the television and check out your local channels for news at 5:00, 6:00, 9:00, or 
10:00. It will help to know that what you are doing in your classes has a connection in the real world. 

6) WORK ON YOUR TYPINGSKILLS Many high school teachers will expect you to type essays, reports, and 
compositions. It is a good idea to improve your typing skills so you won't be sitting at the computer till late at night 
trying to type that paper which is due the next day. With that in mind, it is a good idea to proofread your paper since 
spell check and grammar check are not always accurate. For example, you need the word "two" but you typed "too" 
the spell check will not correct or identify this, or typing the word "three" as "th4ree" doesn't get caught either. 

7) GET OUTSIDE AND GET ACTIVE Rather than sit inside all day, every day, get off the game station and get 
involved in some activity outside: take a walk, play basketball with friends, swim, or even ride a bike.  

8) TAKE RESPONSIBILITY OF YOUR LIFE If you haven't been taking responsibility of your life, this is the time to 
start. In other words, set your alarm to wake up, keep your room picked up, remember your manners, and schedule 
your time. You may want people to treat you like an adult, but you need to learn to act like one. 

9) VOLUNTEER AROUND THE HOUSE Don't wait for your mom or dad to ask you to do the dishes, take out the 
trash, walk the dog, or clean the bathroom. If you voluntarily do some of the house hold chores, you are more likely 
to gain your parent's support for the activities in which you are involved. That support can include transportation or 
being present at the event. 

10) ORGANIZE YOUR PERSONAL LIVING SPACE OK, what I really mean is clean your room and find a place for 
everything. A clean, organized living space helps to eliminate stress, and beginning high school can create a great 
deal of stress for some people. Your room is something you have control over. Create a space for study, for retreat, 
for entertaining your friends, and yes, these areas may overlap. 

 


