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On your “To Do” list…
0 Complete your Counselor Data Packet

0 Ask 2 teachers for Letters of Recommendation

0 Continue to visit colleges

0 Finalize your list of potential schools

0 Link your Common App and Naviance accounts

0 Forward your Standardized Test scores to your 
schools



Constructing a Résumé
0 Clubs and Activities

0 Extracurricular

0 Community

0 Responsibilities at home

0 Honors, Awards & Recognitions

0 Employment

0 Volunteer Work / Community Service



The College Essay
0 Most colleges require an essay

0 Answer the question that is asked

0 Don’t “theraurus-ize” your essay

0 Use personal details

0 Don’t be too wordy – keep it under two pages

0 Common App schools use an essay prompt with a 650 
word limit



Letters of Recommendation

1 Counselor 2 Teachers

| Whom to ask? | How many do you need? | When to ask? | 



Counselor Recommendation 
Procedure

0 Every student applying to a 4-year university must get 
a letter of recommendation from their counselor

0 Complete the Counselor Recommendation Data 
Packet, which includes:
0 Student Self Assessment
0 Parent Brag Sheet
0 Résumé
0 Transcript Release Form

0 Packets must be returned AT LEAST 10 business days 
prior to your earliest deadline!



Teacher Recommendation 
Procedure

0 Students may ask up to 2 teachers
0 Ask the teacher first
0 Once a teacher agrees to write a letter:

0 Students can download the Teacher Recommendation Data Sheet 
from Google Classroom or pick it up in Guidance and should 
complete it thoroughly

0 Students should bring a printed copy to their counselor to sign off 
on, then hand them to each teacher.

0 Bring the form to your teachers at least FOUR weeks prior to your 
first deadline

0 Log onto your Naviance account and request that the teacher(s) 
submit the letter to your chosen colleges (instructions are in the 
College Information Packet on Google Classroom)



Selecting your Schools



Academic Categories



College reps at FLHS

0 There are admissions representatives from over 200 
colleges that visit FLHS.

0 Students should log into their Naviance account to 
view which representatives will be hosting virtual 
meetings.

0 Once they register for a visit, they are responsible for 
emailing their teacher to let them know they will be 
attending. They are also responsible for making up 
any wok missed during that period.





Click “View Details”



Virtual Campus Visits

o Many colleges are hosting

Virtual “visits.” Look at 

individual college websites

for information and dates.

o Try to arrange an in person

visit when they are available



Finalizing your List

How many schools are appropriate to apply to?





Early Decision

Early Action

Regular Decision

Rolling Admissions



Applications



0 Allows students to complete one application and submit it 
to over 700 colleges

0 No need to repeat applicant details for every college
0 Alerts you when important dates are approaching. Manage 

deadlines and view application progress in one dashboard
0 Download the Common App “onTrack” app to your 

smartphone
0 Connect Common App to Naviance to send all required 

materials electronically
0 Must make sure DOB is correct and use the same email 

address as Naviance to link accounts



Linking your 
Common App to your 
Naviance account



Linking your 
Common App to your 
Naviance account



Linking your 
Common App to your 
Naviance account



Non-Common App Schools

0 Most schools that do not 
accept the Common App 
will have their own 
electronic application

0 Transcripts and Letters 
of Recommendation will 
still be sent via Naviance

0 A very small number of 
schools still do not 
accept documents via 
Naviance 

0 For these schools, paper 
materials will need to be 
sent through the U.S. 
Postal Service



Instant Decision Week

Participating Colleges:

Monday, 11/14 NJIT
Tuesday, 11/15 Ramapo
Wednesday, 11/16 Kean
Thursday, 11/17 FDU
Friday, 11/18 Montclair

Students should contact Ms. 
DeSantis or Ms. Hernandez 
for more information. 

Meet with a college 
representative and receive 
an on-the-spot (non 
binding) admissions 
decision!

All applications and 
supporting documents 
must be submitted prior 
to the student’s 
appointment with the 
college rep.



Submitting your Test Scores



Sending your “Official” Scores

0 First four are free only 
up to 9 days after the 
test date

0 $12.00 for each 
additional school

0 $31.00 Rush Order

0 First four are free only 
until Thursday noon, 
central time, 
immediately following 
the regularly scheduled  
test date

0 $13.00 for each 
additional school

SAT
www.collegeboard.org

ACT
www.act.org

Colleges must receive all scores DIRECTLY from the testing agency 
(College Board or ACT), they cannot be sent by your counselor!



What is Test Optional?

0 If a school or program has a test-optional admissions 
process, each applicant gets to choose whether or 
not to submit their ACT or SAT scores. In other 
words, submitting your test scores is not a 
requirement for admissions.

0 ACT/SAT Optional Colleges

https://airtable.com/shrLyYUoPSrRwAkEt/tbl4tFw04En8GSaa7?backgroundColor=red&viewControls=on


What are colleges looking for 
with our new “normal?”

0 How test scores have been 
impacted and how to 
choose when to send 
them/Sticking with your 
decision to be test optional 
or not

0 Strength of schedule and 
1st semester grades

0 Importance of letters of 
recommendation

0 Essay



Remember…
0 Double check all applications

0 All applications need FLHS CEEB Code: 310370

0 Keep track of all deadlines!!
0 It is your responsibility to know your deadlines

0 Plan Ahead! Give your counselor at least TWO FULL 
WEEKS before the deadline

0 And most importantly…



Stay in touch with your 
Counselor

When your child has completed the Counselor Data Packet, added colleges into 
Naviance and completed the majority of their applications, they MUST make 

an appointment with their counselor in order for the counselor to submit 
required materials. 

WITHOUT THIS APPOINTMENT, MATERIALS WILL NEVER GET SUBMITTED!!!



Financing a College Education
0 Remember, FAFSA is live October 1st!

Don’t forget…
The FAFSA 
is FREE!!
www.fafsa.ed.gov



Estimated Family Contribution



A free scholarship search and application platform 

➔ Students can find and apply to scholarships directly from the  website. 
➔ Counselors can track and support their students’ applications.
➔ Scholarships and grants are helpful ways to fund your child’s college 

education. They provide you with free money that can go towards 
tuition or other educational expenses.

➔ To find and apply for scholarships, ask your child to sign up for Going 
Merry (https://www.goingmerry.com) -- it’s free! Going Merry has 
thousands of national, regional, and local scholarships. There are also 
opportunities for every grade level, from freshmen to seniors. 

➔ To sign up, your child can go to: 
https://app.goingmerry.com/sign-up#students

➔ They can also download the Going Merry mobile app (and sign up that 
way) on iOS or Android. 

https://www.goingmerry.com
https://app.goingmerry.com/sign-up#students
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/going-merry/id1483037600
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.goingmerry.mobile


Join us for a 
Financial Aid Presentation 
on October 10, 2022 at 7pm

 with an expert HESSA representative!



Helpful Websites

0 College Board
0 www.collegeboard.org

0 ACT
0 www.act.org

0 Fair Lawn High School
0 www.flhs.org

0 Going Merry
0 https://www.goingmerry.c

om/ 
0 Higher Education Student 

Assistance Authority (Financial 
Aid)
0 www.hesaa.org

0 Fast Web!
0 www.fastweb.com 

0 Estimated Family Contribution 
Estimators
0 www.finaid.org
0 www.collegeboard.org

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/
http://www.flhs.org/
https://www.goingmerry.com/
https://www.goingmerry.com/
http://www.hesaa.org/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.finaid.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/


Next Stop… College!


