
I want to thank the Wash-

ington-Nile Local School 

District for working and 

focusing on a successful 

start for the 2017-2018 

school year. We had many 

accomplishments as a dis-

trict. I would like to con-

gratulate our staff and stu-

dents at the middle school 

for receiving the Momen-

tum Award. This award is 

presented by the State 

Board of Education and 

recognizes schools for ex-

ceeding expectations in 

student growth for the year. 

Schools must earn straight 

A’s on all Value-Added 

measures of the report 

card.  

Testing season will soon 

start for our district during 

the second semester. Par-

ents can help with the fol-

lowing tips to get your 

child ready for State As-

sessments. 

Our district appreciates all 

you do for your child. We 

look forward to working 

with you during the second 

semester of the school 

year. It takes all of us work-

ing together to reach our 

expectations and goals. 

Go Senators! 

Mr. Jeff Stricklett, 

W-N Superintendent 

Middle School Receives State Momentum Award 

PWE Preschool Receives 5-Star Step Up To Quality Award 
Portsmouth West Elemen-

tary is proud to announce 

our preschool program has 

been awarded the highest 

rating in Ohio’s Step Up To 

Quality System. The 5-Star 

rating means Portsmouth 

West children are in a pro-

gram that had demonstrat-

ed the highest level of 

quality. There are more 

staff members per child, 

staff have high educational 

qualifications, staff receive 

more than 20 hours of spe-

cialized training every two 

years, teachers develop 

lessons that support each 

child’s growth, and families 

and community are valued. 

Staff include: Alisha Ad-

kins, Amy Berry, Erica Hall, 

Angela Opperman, and 

Alison Sayre. 

Preschool is on Social Media! Check out PWE Preschool on 

Facebook and Instagram. Follow us for all the latest infor-

mation, events, and activities going on at PWES! 
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Aware of the competitive nature of this 

state-level award, Mrs. Callihan is 

proud of the recognition and plans to 

continue working with the local Amer-

ican Legion Post. “I am very grateful 

to the American Legion District 7 Post 

23 for their nomination and support 

and very proud to represent the 

Washington-Nile Local School District 

for this stat award. It was a very hum-

bling experience, one that I will never 

forget and without a doubt the high-

light of my career! I am thankful for 

the programs that Post 23 provides for 

our district’s students from the flag 

raising ceremonies before home foot-

ball games, veterans assemblies, 

Buckeye Boys’ State, Legion Baseball, 

and the American Legion Government 

and Americanism test. These pro-

grams all model and emphasize good 

citizenship and patriotism,” she stat-

ed. 

Congratulations Mrs. Callihan! 

who were veterans and writing a biog-

raphy focusing on the veteran’s time 

of service, branch, and life within the 

military. 

tor Program for 3 years, I was anxious 

to receive my RESA scores. I worked 

on the RESA with my students from 

October to February. After putting in 

so many long hours working the RESA, 

I was just hoping to receive passing 

scores. When I was notified about 

scoring in the top 100, I was surprised. 

I felt proud that all of the hard work I 

put into the past three years had paid 

off, and relieved to be finished the 

Resident Educator Program,” Miss 

Rapp said. 

Congratulations Miss Rapp! 

First grade teacher, Madison Rapp, 

was among the top 100 RESA scores in 

the state of Ohio in June of 2017. RESA, 

the Ohio Resident Educator Summa-

tive Assessment, is part of the four 

year Resident Educator Program and 

is taken in the 3rd year of the pro-

gram. Assisting beginning teachers 

with mentoring and professional de-

velopment as a start to their education 

careers, assisting educators to more 

effective practices and excellence in 

learning.  

“After completing the Resident Educa-

Mrs. Callihan Receives American Legion 2017 Teacher of Year Award 

Miss Madison Rapp Places in Top 100 in State RESA Scores 

by Kristie Copley 

Portsmouth West High School Ameri-

can History teacher, Carolyn Callihan, 

was presented the 2017 Educator of 

the Year Award by the Ohio American 

Legion on July 8, 2017. Nominated to 

represent the 7th legion district, Mrs. 

Callihan was in a pool of candidates 

comprising the 14 legion districts in 

the state of Ohio. 

Mrs. Callihan was chosen for the 

award—which is based on educators’ 

contributions to the field of education 

and their involvement in the field of 

Americanism—because she goes 

above and beyond for her students, 

especially focusing on the topic of 

America and the military, according to 

Susan Frasher, American Legion Post 

23 and 7th District Americanism 

Chairman. One of Mrs. Callihan’s 

yearly class projects consists of stu-

dents researching family members 
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Each month elementary, middle and 

high school students are chosen from 

each grade level to receive the Stu-

dent of the Month Award. Students are 

nominated and chosen by the teachers 

in their grade level based on a variety 

of criteria.  

Academic Performance: including 

grades, class participation, comple-

tion of assignments. Character: dis-

plays some of the following-

adaptability, compassion, honesty, 

respect, helpful to others. Behavior: 

obeys rules, respects peers/authority, 

well mannered, no detentions. Effort: 

works hard and is persistent, working 

at full potential. Social Relationships: 

leadership, help and respect others, 

good citizenship, supports school mis-

sion and strong sense of school spirit. 

Attendance: attends regularly and ar-

rives on time. Extra-curricular activi-

ties both in/out of school setting.  

First Semester Students of the Month: 

September: 12th, Taylor Coleman; 

11th, Molly Taylor; 10th, Nick Gray; 

9th, Gary Jenkins; 8th, Abby Adkins; 

7th, Carson Horner; 6th Erika Ham-

monds; 5th, Jacob Ratcliff; 4th, Carson 

Powell; 3rd, Anthony Bishop; 2nd, 

Boston Mayberry; 1st, Andrew Mer-

shon. 

October: 12th, Caleb Deaver; 11th, 

Isaiah Norman; 10th, Joe Igaz; 9th, 

Shealynn Patrick; CTC, Hailey Traylor, 

Gavin Jordan, Kota Adkins; 8th, Jacob 

Ball; 7th Alexia Deaver; 6th, Alexa 

Shaffer; 5th, Dalton Russell; 4th, 

Trever Patrick; 3rd, Corbin Miller; 

2nd, Turner Young; 1st, Alenah 

Throckmorton. 

November: 12th, JP Igaz; 11th, Jeffrey 

Mosley; 10th, Josh Berry; 9th, Andrew 

Jones; 8th, Abie Boland; 7th, Saman-

tha Gray; 6th, Bobby Lemon; 5th, 

Brooklyn Pitts; 4th, Lauren Gambill; 

3rd, Ben Sparks; 2nd, Leotie Carman; 

1st, Ryder McCormick. 

December: 12th, Dalton Pertuset; 

11th, Alicia Smith; 10th, Ben Dubiel; 

9th, Talisha Osborne. 

Madison Cochran. Honorable Men-

tion, Madison Compton & Dreama 

Sadler. 

SOC II SOCCER BOYS: 1st Team, 

Jack Cremeans, Uriah Van Dyke. 2nd 

Team, Chris Dials. ALL DISTRICT: 1st 

Team, Jack Cremeans. 2nd Team, Lo-

ris Ruffino. 

FOOTBALL SOC 1ST TEAM: Garrett 

DAR Good Citizen of PWHS Award, 

Dalton Pertuset. 

SOC II VOLLEYBALL: 1st Team, 

Emily Hatfield. 2nd Team, Mackenzie 

Newlan. 

SOC II SOCCER GIRLS: 1st Team, 

Madison Cochran & Abbie Powell. 2nd 

Team, Kaelee Leavitt. ALL DISTRICT: 

1st Team, Abbie Powell. 2nd Team, 

Hurd, Josh Berry, Jakeb Guilkey, Cody 

Staggs, Brandon Weaver. 2nd Team, 

Dylan Bradford, Drew Cassidy, Hunter 

Reed. AP ALL-SOUTHEAST DIS-

TRICT: 1st Team Offense, Garrett 

Hurd, Caleb Deaver, Drew Cassidy. 

1st Team Defense, Jakeb Guilkey, Co-

dy Staggs. Special Mention, Josh Ber-

ry, Kane Lewis, Brandon Weaver. 

High School Awards and Sports Honors 
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Student of the Month Awards 

2nd grader Turner Young receives October SOM 

award from W-N Board President Craig Haz-

lebaker and Elementary Assistant Principal Linda 

Shaw. 

12th grader Dalton Pertuset receives Dec. SOM 

award from W-N Board President Craig Haz-

lebaker  &  HS Principal Anthony Bazler. 



Mr. Randy Arnett was honored this 

past August as the  2017 Washington-

Nile Alumni Hall of Fame recipient. A 

reception and awards banquet was 

held where he was honored by family, 

friends, and alumni for his outstand-

ing, lifelong commitment to both 

school and community. 

Randy attended PWHS from 1969-

1973, participating in football, basket-

ball, and baseball, receiving many 

honors for his athletic achievements. 

He was a varsity basketball starter all 

four years; All SOC honors for three 

years; Scioto County League All-Star 

for three years. In his senior year, the 

SOC Championship, team captain and 

let the team in free throw percentage 

and assists. He was also the first play-

er in school history to score 1,000 

points with a total of 1,044.  

In varsity football his freshman year, 

he received Most Improved Player. As 

a senior, he was Most Valuable Defen-

sive Back, SOC All-Star 1971; SOC All-

Star 1972; All State Honorable Mention 

1972. Randy was a four-year starter on 

the Senator Baseball team. He went to 

Muskingum College where he started 

on both the basketball and baseball 

teams. While playing baseball for 

Muskingum, he earned the record for 

the longest home run ever hit there. 

The basketball team also won confer-

ence titles in 1973-74 and 1974-75.  

Randy returned to his hometown and 

in 1992 became the President and 

CEO of Southern Ohio Medical Cen-

ter, where under his leadership many 

new facilities and services have been 

brought into our community. He has 

also served on the Board of Directors 

for; The Scioto Foundation, the Ports-

mouth Area Chamber of Commerce, 

Southern Ohio Partnership, the Ohio 

Valley Red Cross, and the United Way 

Scioto County where under his guid-

ance nearly $100,000 was raised last 

year alone. 

Thank you Mr. Randy Arnett for your 

leadership, commitment, and contin-

ued service to Washington-Nile, Scio-

to County, and our local communities. 

2017 Alumni Hall of Fame Recipient—Mr. Randy Arnett 
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Randy & Mr. 

Rapp 

Randy with 

family & 

friends at his 

reception 

Chris Rapp, Eden 

Cline, Randy 

Arnett, Alyson 

Cline, Glenna 

Arnett, Amanda & 

Ben Hurte 

Randy Arnett 



It was a special Veteran’s Day cere-

mony for two local World War II veter-

ans. A representative from Ohio Gov-

ernor Kasich’s office presented Mr. 

Kenneth Rapp and Mr. Earl Jeffers with 

a State of Ohio Resolution recognizing 

their service and sacrifice in WWII 

and enjoining all in thanking them for 

their service. 

Mr. Rapp served as a combat medic 

with the 7th Army during the Battle of 

the Bulge and later the 3rd Army un-

der General George Patton. As the 

war came to an end, Mr. Rapp was 

present when the Allied forces liberat-

ed the prisoners that were held at the 

Dachau Concentration Camp. The 

experience at Dachau left a lasting 

impression that he carries with him 

always. 

A 1943 Washington High School grad-

uate, Mr. Rapp returned to his alma 

mater in 1950 as a teacher until 1961 

when we left West High and was ap-

pointed Principal of Dry Run Elemen-

tary. He was also an assistant high 

school football coach, Dry Run Junior 

High football coach and coached the 

Dry Run basketball teams during his 

time with Washington-Nile school dis-

trict. 

Mr. Jeffers served in the Army’s 188th 

Glider Infantry Regiment, 11th Air-

borne Division (July 1945 became the 

188th Parachute IR) in the Pacific The-

atre, including the Philippine Islands, 

New Guinea, and Japan. He received 

the Bronze Star for Bravery and was 

part of the Los Banos POW Camp Lib-

eration in the Philippines. 

LTC Eric G. Nichols, PW Special Edu-

cation Director, served with the 25th 

Infantry Division in Afghanistan in 

2004-2005. While serving in Afghani-

stan, he was the Officer in Charge 

(OIC) of an Engineer Mobile Training 

Team (MTT) stations at Camp Phoenix, 

the Kabul Military Training Center, 

Camp Blackhorse and the Afghan Na-

tional Army Advanced Training Cen-

ter, Camp Pol’Charki. His Engineer 

MTT was responsible for establishing 

the first post-Taliban Engineer School 

within the Afghan National Army. Mr. 

Nichols has served for 29 years and 

still serves as an Adjunct Professor for 

the Command and General Staff Of-

ficer’s Course at Fort Leavenworth, 

Kansas.  

Thank you Mr. Rapp, Mr. Jeffers, and 

Mr. Nichols for your heroism, commit-

ment, service, and sacrifices you have 

made for our country and our commu-

nities throughout the years. 
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Veteran’s Day Ceremony Honoring Local Veterans 

Seated l-r: Max Rapp, Eileen Rapp, Kenneth Rapp, Earl Jeffers. 

Stand l-r: Eric Nichols, Lisa Rapp-Hafer, Madison Rapp, Chris 

Rapp, Becki Rapp, Bill Platzer, Melanie Jeffers-Ogg, Bill Ogg. 

WWII Veteran Mr. Earl Jeffers with his daughter, 

Mrs. Melanie Ogg and her 3rd grade class. 



Page 6 The Senatorial 

Mrs. Osman coordinates library les-

sons with grade level classroom les-

sons each month. This enhances over-

all student progress in mastering con-

cepts and skills. Keyboarding is an-

other important skill practiced. Using 

typing.com, students are able to im-

prove typing skills in order to better 

meet today’s testing requirements and 

everyday use of technology in all as-

pects of life. Kindergarten students 

are very excited when visiting the 

library. This semester will be the first 

time they get to checkout books, hoo-

ray for Kindergarten! 

PWE students and staff  are very hap-

py to welcome Mrs. Osman as our new 

librarian and are looking forward to 

all the great things to come! 

 

Mrs. Osman is teaching students how 

to use the digital card catalog to find 

books from all genres, covering many 

topics. Students are also learning how 

to evaluate information gathered from 

their library and online searches. 

They are asked to determine the relia-

bility of the source, whether the infor-

mation is good, bad, or unproven, and 

how the information applies to the task 

at hand.  

Book literacy skills are reinforced 

during class library periods as stu-

dents learn to identify the various fea-

tures of books including items like 

genre, recognizing the author, use of 

the glossary, table of content and in-

dex.  Each month a new author is cho-

sen and students spend time reading, 

discussing, and writing about the au-

thor’s writing style and content.   

Mrs. Osman Ignites a ‘Spark of Excitement’ in The Library 

New elementary librarian, Mrs. Kim 

Osman, has added color, excitement, 

and lots of enthusiasm this year for 

students and staff alike when visiting 

the library. An elementary teacher for 

the past 23 years, Mrs. Osman recent-

ly completed her Library Certification 

and was very excited to bring new 

services and implement many new 

changes at PWE. 

One of the most obvious changes she 

brought is the vibrant blue and or-

ange colors that brightens the library 

wall-to-wall and floor-to-ceiling. New 

bean bag chairs scattered about the 

room allow students to find that per-

fect place to settle in and read a good 

book on their own or with a partner 

during paired reading sessions.  

With a focus on information literacy, 

3rd grade students enjoy reading together 

Kindergarten 

enjoys library 

time. 



Portsmouth West’s 3rd Annual Math & 

Literacy Night took place on Novem-

ber 29, 2017. Over 80 students, pre-

school through 5th grades along with 

their families, attended the event and 

were treated to pizza, chips and 

drinks. 

Twenty-one stations — six Language 

Arts, seven Math, and one represent-

ing each grade level (Pre-K-5th)—

were arranged throughout the gymna-

sium. Students and parents participat-

ed in hands-on activities designed to 

“teach” PW families what each student 

is expected to learn during the school 

day.  A Parent Support Station also 

provided families with ideas and con-

cepts that students need to learn dur-

ing the school year. 

Family member names were put into a 

drawing to win one of four gift cards 

from Weavers. Students were award-

ed #WeAreWest bracelets for com-

pleting all the stations. Their names 

were also placed in a drawing and 

four students received #WeAreWest t-

shirts.  

Overall is was a huge success for our 

students and families! Special thank 

you to Dry Run Church who volun-

teered to serve food during the even-

ing; teachers and staff who volun-

teered their time to set-up, develop a 

station and help during the event; and 

to Weavers for donating two gifts 

cards. 

PW Math & Literacy Night a Huge Success 

On December 14, Portsmouth West 

Preschool had the honor of facilitating 

a ‘welcome home’ surprise for a spe-

cial preschool family. Preschool stu-

dent , Georgie, and her brother Xan-

der in 2nd grade, had not seen their 

father Mr. Anthony Leveque for 10 

months. Mr. Leveque had been de-

ployed by the Navy to Bahrain. He has 

1 year left in his tour. Anthony and his 

wife Kassy have three children and 

they also care for his wife’s two young 

cousins who attend PWMS. When 

asked if his military service is worth it, 

Mr. Leveque replied, “This, it’s more 

than worth while when I have people 

like these that I love to come home to, 

so they make it all worth it. It’s like a 

present in itself...I don’t need any-

thing else.” 

Thank you Mr. Anthony Leveque for 

your service and sacrifice! 

 WSAZ Channel 3 News covered the  

joyous reunion. 
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A Very Special Surprise Homecoming 

Xander & Georgie are happy to see their 

Daddy! 



Mrs. Morgan Goes to Haiti to Build Homes 
Washington-Nile 
Local Schools 

Portsmouth West High School Class of 1967 

15332 US Highway 52 

West Portsmouth, Ohio 45663  

Phone: 740-858-1111 

Fax: 740-858-1110 

#WeAreWest 

www.westsenators.org 

This past October, 11 people, including myself, had the opportunity to fly to Haiti and build 12’ X 12’ houses 

for 8 families whose homes had been destroyed in the 2010 earthquake. As we replaced their old tarp and 

bamboo tent structures, families said it was the greatest gift they’ve ever received. It was an even greater 

gift for us to see the joy on their faces. If you are interested in learning about this project or make a dona-

tion, please visit sifministries.org. The website explains the process of building the homes among other in-

formation.  Mrs. Jennifer Morgan, PWES 4th Grade Teacher. 

The PWHS Class of 1967 celebrated their 50th Reunion at the Annual Alumni Banquet 

Visit our website at www.westsenators.org to keep up with the news, events, and all the 

great things happening everyday at Portsmouth West! 
  

http://sifministries.org/

