
The staff and students at 

Washington-Nile Local 

School District have been 

very busy during the 

2013—2014 school year. 

Our district has many 

changes to address and 

adapt to for this school 

year, and the school years 

to come. 

Some of the changes for the 

2013-14 school year are; a 

new district report card, 

Value Added, a new teach-

er evaluation system, Third 

Grade Guarantee, Com-

mon Core Standards, pre-

paring for the new PARCC 

Assessments, preparing for 

end of course exams, pre-

paring for Next Generation 

Assessments, and working 

to upgrade our current se-

curity and technology pro-

grams.  

This has been a very de-

manding start of school. I 

want to thank the staff, stu-

dents, and school commu-

nity for all of their efforts 

and dedication. Without 

everyone working together 

we could not meet our dis-

trict expectations and pro-

mote the success of our 

students. As Henry Ford 

stated, “Coming together is 

a beginning; keeping to-

gether is progress; work-

ing together is success.” 

Before closing, I want to 

congratulate our Ports-

Many Changes For 2013-14 School Year 

Wendy’s High School Heisman Winners 
This years Wendy’s 

Heisman winners are Katie 

Bragdon and Steve Mat-

thews. The award is given 

to students that excel in  

learning and performance, 

and demonstrate school, 

community, and sports 

leadership.  

Congratulations Katie and 

Matthew! 
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mouth West High School 

Band. They traveled to 

State Competition in No-

vember and received a  

“Superior” rating. The 

Washington-Nile Local 

School District is very 

proud of our high school 

bands’ accomplishments 

for the 2013 competition 

season. 

Go Senators! 

Mr. Jeff Stricklett, Super-

intendent  

Katie and Matthew at 

the Wendy’s Heisman 

Award Banquet with 

Wendy 

Portsmouth 

West High 

School Sensa-

tional Senators 

have a superior 

season. 



Girls Soccer OSSCA Team Academic 

Award 2013: Katie Bragdon, Madison 

Scarberry, Erin Evans, Kassie Abrams, 

Hailey Howard, Katelan Pfau, Hannah 

Pelphrey, Kelsey Davis, Lindsey John-

son, Cammy Oiler, Joy Durant, Mad-

die Marasek, Jordan Hileman, Dani 

Newton, and Haleigh Pollard. 

Congratulations to all the PWHS fall 

sports teams and athletes. 

Girls Volleyball SOC 2nd Team: Na-

talie Marasek. 

Girls Soccer All District 1st Team: Ali 

Tackett. 

Girls Soccer All District 2nd Team: 

Emily Taylor. 

Girls Soccer All District Honorable 

Mention: Cammy Oiler  and Lindsay 

Howard. 

 PWHS OMUN team members need 

to be well versed and skilled in a 

wide list of topics. During the three

-day global education simulation, 

students learn all about operations 

of the United Nations and the role 

played by the UN as the world’s 

largest international peacekeeping 

and humanitarian organization.  

Students role-play as delegates of 

a nation and are tasked with writ-

ing, presenting, and debating is-

sues of the nations and peoples of 

the world. Other activities include 

presenting culturally based talent, 

participate in global education 

contests, and debating current 

issues from the agenda of the Unit-

ed Nations. 

Led by new team advisors, Mr. 

and Mrs. Smalley, students attend-

ed the annual OMUN competition 

December 1-3, 2013. Each year 

the Portsmouth West OMUN team 

excels at the competition. Ashley 

Eldridge served as Secretariat 

Council Vice President and Barrett 

Elrod won the Outstanding Lead-

ership Award. 

Congratulations to the entire 

OMUN team, Mr. and Mrs. 

Smalley, and Ashley and Barrett! 

Ohio Model United Nations-OMUN  

Student athletes were recognized for 

outstanding performance and 

achievements during the various fall 

sports banquets.  

Football SOC 1st Team: Austin Brick-

er, Tristan White, Jarrid Speck, and 

Dylan Koons. 

Football SOC 2nd Team: Jon Howell 

and Nate Reynolds. 

Football All Ohio Division IV Special 

Mention: Jerrid Speck, Austin Bricker, 

and Tristan White. 

Boys Soccer SOC 1st Team: Steve Mat-

thews 

Boys Soccer SOC 2nd Team: Zach Di-

als and Jay Pitts 

Boys Soccer SOC Honorable Mention: 

Josh Sheets and Devin Yazell. 

Girls Volleyball SOC 1st Team: Ali 

Tackett. 
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Fall Sports Awards in Football, Volleyball, and Soccer 

Portsmouth West High School 

OMUN team members at the 

competition in December. 

SOC Football Award 

Recipients 

Coach Merrill Tri-

plett, Tristan White, 

Nate Reynolds, Aus-

tin Bricker, Jarrid 

Speck, John Howell, 

Dylan Koons 

“Do not go where the path may 

lead, go instead where there is 

no path and leave a trail.” 

        Ralph Waldo Emerson 



Mock Trial Members Argue 1st & 4th Amendment Rights Case 
sembly and freedom from unreasona-

ble search and seizure.  

Both the Orange Team and Black 

Team will present the plaintiff and 

defendant sides of the case. 

Mock Trial advisor is Mr. Scott Conrad 

and legal advisors are Marie and Tra-

cy Hoover.   

The High School Marching Band had 

the best season in the history of the 

school. At each competition they were 

awarded superior ratings in every 

facet of the band. Playing, marching, 

percussion and color guard. 

At the prestigious Ohio State Universi-

ty marching band contest, the band 

won their class and was awarded best 

music, best marching, best color 

guard and 2nd place percussion. The 

band topped off the season on Novem-

ber 10th by receiving a superior rat-

ing at the Ohio Music Educators Asso-

ciation State Finals competition in 

Dayton, Ohio. Only 20 bands qualified 

for this competition from around the 

state in class “B” (school size). Of 

those 20, only one other school re-

ceived higher ratings than the 

“Sensational Senators”. 

The band students worked tremen-

dously hard and smart this season. 

They ended their awesome season 

marching in the Portsmouth and Ash-

land Christmas parades. 

Mike Pierce, Band Director 

Portsmouth West High School 

tograph of a child from a developing 

country that has been abandoned, 

abused, or neglected. The portraits 

are then sent to the children,  provid-

ing “ a tangible item that will contrib-

ute to their sense of identity and per-

sonal self-worth.”  Over the past 7 

years local students and teachers have 

produced over 145 portraits that have 

been sent to 7 different countries. 

Sharee Price, Gifted Services Coordi-

nator for South Central Ohio Educa-

High school art students Adrienne 

Sadler and Kara Richards exhibited 

original portraits of children that live 

in Cambodia this past December at 

Southern Ohio Museum. The exhibi-

tion displays portraits created by area 

high school students as part of The 

Memory Project.  

Initiated in 2004, by Ben Shumaker, 

the project pairs students with a pho-

tional Ser-

vice Center , 

coordinates 

The Memory 

Project in 

our local 

area. 

Adrienne & 

Kara dis-

play their 

portraits. 

Memory Project 

January 31, 2014, the Mock Trial teams 

will present the case Phillips High 

School v. Jesse Springfield in competi-

tion.  The case involves Phillips High 

giving naming rights of it’s field to a 

corporation. Students protested the 

decision and the school then installed 

security cameras, initiated locker 

searchers and filed a lawsuit against 

the students. Students claim their 1st 

and 4th amendment rights are being 

violated, right to free speech and as-

Page 3 

Sensational Senator’s Superior Season 
Mr. Pierce proudly displays 

the Superior Rating Award 

Black Team Mock Trial Members 

“Tell me and I forget. Teach me 

and I remember. Involve me and I 

learn.”    Benjamin Franklin 



Portsmouth West Middle School is 

working with The Ohio State Universi-

ty as we continue to support the in-

structional practices of staff; focused 

toward improved student learning. 

The Mathematics Coaching Program, 

or MCP, is intended to provide long-

term, high-quality, classroom-

embedded professional development 

focused on: improving student 

achievement, strengthening staff con-

tent knowledge, and teaching peda-

gogy.  

The MCP approach is grounded in the 

concept of a coach and teacher team-

ing to improve student learning of 

mathematics using cognitive guided 

instructional (CGI) practices. This 

teaming includes: collaboration in the 

development of lessons, team teach-

ing, and reflection focused on student 

learning. Coaches bring an expertise 

from their own MCP professional de-

velopment experiences to assist 

teachers in the use of inquiry, guided 

discovery, and problem-based, stu-

dent centered mathematics instruc-

tion. The strategies used are research-

based, focusing on CGI-based teach-

ing methodologies that have been 

proven to help students understand 

and apply mathematics. 

 

The Mathematics Coaching Program is 

currently working with over 50 

schools across Ohio. The program is 

funded from multiple sources. The 

initial and primary provider of funds is 

the Ohio Department of Education. 

ODE funding is awarded with the un-

derstanding that MCP schools will 

follow research-based guidelines for 

effective professional development; 

using instructional based curriculum 

that is grounded in the state and na-

tional mathematics standards. 

Lisa Spriggs, PWMS Math Coach 

tardy no discipline referrals. 

Silver Card: One absence or one tar-

dy, no discipline referrals. 

Bronze Card: Two absences or two 

tardy, no discipline referrals. 

Orange Card: Perfect attendance, no 

tardy, no discipline referrals. 

Academic Achievement Awards: No 

A.C.E. Awards reward middle school 

students that achieve certain goals 

each nine weeks. Students that meet 

the criteria to receive the award, out-

lined in the student handbook, have 

the opportunity to win prizes and trav-

el on field trips. The different awards 

include: 

Gold Card: Perfect attendance, no 

discipline referrals and a 3.0 + GPA. 

Citizenship Awards: Doing something 

extra kind for someone during school 

or school events. 

Fifth and sixth grade students went to 

the cinema and seventh and eighth 

graders went to Ashland Mall. 

Congratulations students! 

Mathematics Coaching Program Works with Ohio State University 

Attendance, Citizenship, Excellence 
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PWMS STUDENTS APPLY “REAL 

LIFE” SCENARIOS IN MCP 

Student activity examples in the Math 

Coaching Program include real-life 

math scenarios including the “Black 

Friday Percent” activity where stu-

dents compare sale prices to deter-

mine percentage off, sales tax and 

final price of the items. 

Portsmouth West Middle School 

Students’ work is displayed as they progress through MCP activities 



The 3rd & 4th grade program featured 

special guest Steve Free and band 

members. Students joined Mr. Free 

singing chorus when he performed 

several of his original Christmas hits.  

Many family members not able to at-

tend the events, logged onto 

Elementary Music Teacher Mr. Mike 

Newman made this years Holiday Pro-

grams very special for  students and 

families alike. Each of the elementary 

Holiday Music Programs were 

streamed live to the internet on 

livestream.com.  

Livestream and watched their children 

and grandchildren perform for the 

world. Students that have parents on 

active military duty stationed away 

from home commented on how won-

derful it was to be able to watch their 

children perform in the programs.  

Grandparents, family, and friends all 

appreciated the opportunity 

to share this special moment 

with the children. 

Program videos of elemen-

tary programs and the high 

school chorus are archived at 

www.livestream.com and on 

the district website, 

www.west.k12.oh.us. 

The Ohio Department of Natural Re-

sources Division of Forestry’s “Trees 

to Textbooks” program awards a per-

centage of  the revenues generated 

from state forest management activi-

ties to counties, townships, and school 

districts where the activities took 

place. On November 4, 2013, Wash-

ington-Nile Local Schools was pleased 

to be the recipient of a $138,881.35 

check  from the ODNR . 

The elementary hosted the presenta-

tion ceremony, welcoming guests 

from the Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources, school board members, 

school administrators, students, and 

Smokey the Bear. Members of the 

Ohio Forestry Division and Smokey 

also gave students a presentation on 

fire safety with the student body tak-

ing the “Never Play with Fire” pledge. 

 

Washington-Nile Local Schools “Trees to Textbooks” Recipient 
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Alison, Sydni, Quinton, Ernie, and Maycee display check  with:  

Smokey, Sherry Patterson, Cathy Coleman, Linda Shaw, Bill Platzer, 

Jeff Stricklett. Back row: Jane Kouns, Jim Zehringer, ODNR Director, 

Bob Boyles, Ohio State Forester & Chief of ODNR Division of Forest-

ry, Dale Egbert, Shawnee State Forest Manager. 

Holiday Programs Streamed Live to the World 

Preschool students performing at their Holiday Program 



Project EASE is a family connection 

program in the Collaborative Lan-

guage and Literacy Instruction Pro-

ject. This is our tenth year in the pro-

ject with kindergarten. 

Involving families in the literacy 

(reading) development of their chil-

dren is the major focus of the Project 

EASE program. Families are invited to 

attend an after-school event five times 

during the school year with their 

child. Together, they participate in 

activities in their child’s kindergarten 

classroom with the teacher assisting. 

The parent-child activities are de-

signed to give them ideas for boosting 

literacy development at home. 

All Project EASE nights are from 5:30-

7:30 p.m. It is our hope to have all stu-

dents and families attend these fun-

filled evenings. It is a quality time to 

spend with your child. 

Students from Portsmouth West High 

School’s Key Club, along with Mrs. 

Carolyn Callihan, volunteer help with 

serving dinner and babysitting. The 

school district provides pizza and 

drinks for the evening. 

We hope you will spend this time of 

learning with your child! 

Sheila Bobst, Literacy Specialist 

 

In November parents and students 

enjoyed stories read by the teachers 

and then each child, with parent, 

made a gingerbread house. The next 

Project EASE event will be January 14, 

2014, followed by the final one for the 

2013-14 school year on February 25.  

Please watch your child’s backpack 

for the invitations for both of these 

special evenings. 

TOP TEN REASONS WHY READING 

STORIES IS IMPORTANT 

Reading a book helps children learn: 

*That stories have a beginning, and a              

middle, and an ending.                                

*That stories have characters.                

*That characters have problems and 

goals.                                                             

*How problems were solved or goals 

were achieved.                                            

*That some stories are pretend and 

some stories are true.                                  

*That sounds have letters, and letters 

make words, and words make sen-

tences.                                                           

*Reading a book builds higher level 

thinking  skills.                                                        

*Reading a book gives children the 

opportunity to learn many, many, 

many new words.                                            

*Reading a book gives children the 

opportunity to extend their meaning 

about the world.                                          

*Reading a book is an excellent op-

portunity for families to share time 

together. 

professional development opportuni-

ties to artists and enriches our commu-

nity through art. 

Congratulations John ! 

Fourth grade student John Jones won 

First and Second places in the Youth 

Division of The Bonneyfiddle Art Cen-

ter Art Competition.  John displayed 

two exhibits at the competition. The 

Art Center is a non-profit visual arts 

center and exposition place, offering 

John Jones Bonneyfiddle Art Competition Winner 

Early Access to Success in Education: A Parent-Child Program 
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Portsmouth West Elementary School 

Kindergarten student Braydon 

Adkins displays his ginger-

bread house he made with his 

mother, Crystal, during the 

November EASE evening. 

  

John with one of his beautiful winning 

entries. 



In October, around forty-five fourth 

grade students and ten teacher and 

parent chaperones attended a three-

day camp at Tim Horton’s Camp 

Kentahten in Campbellsville, KY. The 

Tim Horton Children’s Foundation  

camps provide a fun-filled camp en-

vironment for children from  eco-

nomically disadvantaged areas of the 

country.  

Located on 50 acres of waterfront on 

Green River Lake in Kentucky, 

Kentahten offers campers a wide 

variety of activities and experiences.  

Campers stayed in dormitory hous-

ing during their three night stay. 

Each day meals were served and 

cleared by student teams. Activities 

took place throughout the day that 

challenged campers. Working togeth-

er, campers scaled the climbing tow-

er, built a geo-dome from wood poles, 

and tie-dyed shirts. They took archery 

lessons and nature hikes; had camp 

fires and sang camp songs; had paja-

ma parties and talent shows. It was a 

wonderful opportunity and experi-

ence for all. 

the Scholastic Book Fairs and Penguin 

Patch. The Rada Cutlery &  Schwanns’ 

sales drives provide products and 

services to the community.  

Volunteering time or services to the 

PTC is a great opportunity to be pro-

active in a child’s educational oppor-

tunities. A gateway for parents, teach-

er, and school communities to join 

together in promoting success for all 

students. 

Super Kids Day, AR Program & store, 

field trips, and special day treats are 

just some of the services provided by 

the PWES Parent Teacher Committee. 

Each of these special programs create 

unique opportunities for the students.  

The AR Program promotes good read-

ing habits and work ethics, as they 

read books and earn points to use at 

the AR store. Physical fitness, team-

work, and a bit of adventure fill the 

day during Super Kids Day each 

spring. Field trips to movies, plays, 

and other live shows allow students to 

experience art, culture, and music.  

Various fundraisers are held during 

the school year to support PTC student  

activities and events. The annual Hal-

loween Carnival and 5K Color Run 

bring students, parents and communi-

ty together in fun and fitness. Students 

experience real life math shopping at 

PTC meetings are 3:30-5:30 once a 

month. The next dates are January 13 

and February 10, at the elementary. 

PTC officers: Erica McDermott, Emily 

Stone, Regina Tipton, Heidi Horner. 

Upcoming fundraising events include 

the 5k Color Run and the annual Moth-

er’s Day Recipe Book. Send any reci-

pes as soon as you can to meet pub-

lishing  deadline. 

Volunteers always welcome and 

greatly appreciated! 

PTC Supports Student Educational Events 
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Fourth Grade Students Attend Tim Horton’s Camp Kentahten 

Maddie, Elisha, and Kris-

tin going to the Halloween 

Carnival 

First grade students visit Imel’s Greenhouse 

Fourth grade students and chaperones at Camp Kentahten 



Washington-Nile Local Schools 

Trips that Teach 

15332 US Highway 52 

West Portsmouth, Ohio 45663  

Phone: 740-858-1111 

Fax: 740-858-1110 

 

Superintendent Mr. Jeff Stricklett 

Building Principals: 

Mr. Bill Platzer, Elementary School 

Mr. Chris Jordan, Middle School 

Mr. Tony Bazler, High School 

Washington-Nile students 

participated in a variety of 

charitable events this fall. 

The high school held Pink 

Ribbon events for breast can-

cer awareness; the UCAN 

Walk-A-Thon for UCAN schol-

arship fund. Chorus traveled 

to many churches, nursing 

homes, and public events 

bringing holiday cheer. 

Students at the elementary  

held “Reindeer Games” rais-

ing money for Father’s Table; 

participated in Macy’s Believe 

campaign  for Make A Wish;  

went caroling for the resi-

dents at Crystal Care. 

Jump For Heart for American Heart Association; 

PTC Recipe Book. & 5k Color Run fundraising 

events. 

 PWHS production of “Les Miserables” .  

Students Give 

Elementary students partici-

pated in a variety of field trips. 

Field trips promoting science 

& nature to Carter Caves, the 

Planetarium at SSU, Legacy 

Farms, Imels Greenhouse, and 

several local public parks. 

Students experienced various 

arts and entertainment going 

to the cinemas, to see plays, 

and touring the murals. A trip 

to the Portsmouth City Fire 

Dept. and Lowe’s, where they 

built a fire truck, taught stu-

dents about fire safety. Santa 

received a visit from pre-

school students during a trip 

to Shawnee State Lodge.  

Healthy Habits 
Throughout the school year various 

programs are provided in the schools 

that promote healthy living and habits. 

The services help fill a gap in 

healthcare for some in our school 

community. 

Elementary students are given vision 

and hearing tests each year. A mobile 

dental unit was set up in the school as 

part of the “Shine Your Smile” event. 

Shawnee State students also visited 

classrooms and demonstrated proper 

dental care to the students. 

SOMC spoke with students about 

healthy lung care and the dangers of 

smoking.  

3rd grade students at SOMC event. 

Upcoming Events 

HARD WORK PAYS OFF 

Mrs. Horner, Banks, & 

Rose’s 2nd grade classes 

were treated to a pancake 

breakfast for their hard 

work and focus. Good 

manners were practiced 

by all. Santa even stopped 

in with a Merry Christmas! 

Kindergarten  students 

performing their Holi-

day Program 

Students throughout the district have been working very diligently to prepare for Ohio 

Achievement Assessments and the Ohio Graduation Tests. There are many resources 

available to assist all students to successfully meet academic goals. Go to the district 

website at www.west.k12.oh.us for more information about the various assessments and 

requirements, study & prep help. Visit with your child’s teacher to make a personal study 

plan that fits his specific needs. Together as a school community, we can assure Washing-

ton-Nile students will be successful in all of their academic endeavors. 

Preparing for the OAA and OGT 

WWW.WEST.K12.OH.US 

  


