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Introduction 
 
In March 2019, online surveys were made available to community members (via the district’s 
website and on 23 paper surveys completed at the district office) and to staff members (through 
an email distribution of a survey link to this audience) in the Little River-Windom USD 444 
School District. 
 
The community members took the most advantage of this opportunity to speak up, as 217 chose 
to take part, though not all those who participated answered all the questions – a situation that is 
typical with online surveys. A total of 49 staff members participated.  
 
The results of the online surveys are shown below. Since this is an online survey and those who 
participate are self-selected, rather than randomly drawn, it is important to consider this research 
quantitative, rather than qualitative. 
 
All questions with percentages may add to more or less than 100%, due to rounding. 
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Grading questions 
 
The first set of questions provided respondents with a list of 15 different people, program, 
facility and district/patron relationship factors (along with the district’s overall performance) and 
asked them to give each one a “grade” of A, B, C, D or F. 
 
To simplify the analysis, a 5-point weighted scale was applied. In this scale, each grade of “A” is 
worth 5 points, down to each grade of “F” being worth 1 point. The point values are totaled and 
divided by the number of respondents willing to offer a grade (rather than saying, “Don’t 
know”). 
 
Recognizing that securing an “A” in this exercise would require all those with an opinion to say, 
“A,” the dividing line between areas of strength and those that may need attention is usually 
considered a “B” (4.00).  
 
It is not unusual for the district staff to give the highest scores on survey questions, and the Little 
River-Windom USD 444 School District was no exception. Among the two audiences, the top-
performing areas were “Class sizes, meaning the number of students in each classroom,” “Safety 
of students in the district,” “Performance of teachers” and “Quality of Education.”  
 
The items with the lowest scores included “The district’s responsiveness to citizen concerns,” 
“Preparation of students to be college- and/or career-ready,” “The district’s record on fulfilling 
promises,” and “Quality of the USD 444 school facilities.”   
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1-3. What grade would you give the school district on each of the following items? Results 
are shown, using a 5-point weighted scale for each of the factors, in which 5 points are given for 
each grade of “A,” down to 1 point for each “F” grade. 
 

Factor 5-point 
weighted scale 

rating/Staff 
online survey 

(n=49) 

5-point 
weighted scale 

rating/ 
Community 

online survey 
(n=217) 

Class sizes, meaning the number of students in  
each classroom 

4.26 4.46 

Safety of students in the district 4.17 4.19 
Performance of teachers 4.12 4.03 

Quality of education  4.02 4.05 
Performance of school principals 4.00 3.61 

Efforts of the district to report its plans and progress 
to citizens 

3.98 3.66 

Performance of the USD 444 School Board 3.93 3.66 
Efforts of the district to involve the community in  

decision-making 
3.87 3.64 

Overall grade 3.81 3.77 
Performance of the superintendent 3.81 3.65 

The value received for the tax dollars spent 3.77 3.80 
The district’s responsiveness to citizen concerns 3.57 3.39 

The quality of the technology available to students in 
the classroom 

3.57 3.90 

Preparation of students to be college- and/or career-
ready 

3.52 3.70 

The district’s record on fulfilling promises 3.51 3.68 
Quality of the USD 444 school facilities 2.96 3.61 
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Support or opposition of projects for a potential bond issue 
 
Five of the seven projects were supported by more than half of both the staff and community 
respondents.  
 
The items with the most support included (the staff percentages are listed first and the 
descriptions are truncated):  
 

• Replacing the HVAC system at both the elementary school and junior high/high school 
buildings – 96%/74% 
 

• Removing and replacing the roofs at both the elementary school and junior high/high 
school buildings – 89%/72% 
 

• Renovation, remodel, and/or new construction at both schools, including classrooms and 
science and math labs – 79%/65% 
 

• Securing the entrances at both the elementary school and junior high/high school 
buildings – 68%/71% 
 

• Creating additional vocational educational classrooms and a vo/ag shop – 68%/66% 
 

The two projects that received the least support were:  
 

• Redoing the weight room/workout space as a shared facility – 32%/41% 
 

• Upgrading and expanding the existing auditorium at the junior high/high school – 
32%/37% 

 
The lack of the support for the last two projects was not surprising being neither one directly 
impacts students or their work in the classroom.  
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The Little River-Windom USD 444 School District has been discussing its facility needs 
with the community in an effort to set priorities. The projects being discussed would 
require additional funding in the form of a bond issue. The purpose of this survey is to 
share information about the projects that are being considered for such a bond issue to 
determine the thoughts of a broad cross-section of residents. Below, you will see a brief 
description of each of the projects. After each one, please indicate if including that 
particular project in a bond issue would make you “More likely to vote in favor,” “More 
likely to vote against” or it would “Make no difference in your voting decision.” 
 
 
4. One idea is to secure the front entrance at both Windom Elementary and Little River 

Junior High/High School, so all visitors have to come through the office and sign in 
before they are allowed into the building, as well as adding storm shelters at both 
buildings. If this project was included in a potential future bond issue, would you be…? 

 
Response Percentage/Staff 

online survey (n=49) 
Percentage/Community 

online survey  
(n=217) 

More likely to vote in favor 68% 71% 
More likely to vote against 4% 10% 

It would make no difference in my  
voting decision 

19% 14% 

Don’t know  9% 6% 
 
5. Another project idea is the renovation, remodel, and/or new construction at both 

schools, including classrooms and science and math labs. If this project was included in 
a potential future bond issue, would you be…? 

 
Response Percentage/Staff 

online survey  
(n=49) 

Percentage/Community 
online survey  

(n=217) 
More likely to vote in favor 79% 65% 
More likely to vote against 4% 15% 

It would make no difference in my  
voting decision 

15% 11% 

Don’t know  2% 10% 
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6. Another project is to redo the weight room/workout space as a shared school and 
community facility. If this project was included in a potential future bond issue, would 
you be…? 

 
Response Percentage/Staff 

online survey (n=49) 
Percentage/Community 

online survey  
(n=217) 

More likely to vote in favor 32% 41% 
More likely to vote against 30% 31% 

It would make no difference in my  
voting decision 

34% 22% 

Don’t know  4% 6% 
 
7. Another project idea is to create additional vocational education classrooms and a vo/ag 

shop for FFA and ag science classes. If this project was included in a potential future 
bond issue, would you be…? 

 
Response Percentage/Staff 

online survey (n=49) 
Percentage/Community 

online survey  
(n=217) 

More likely to vote in favor 68% 66% 
More likely to vote against 4% 14% 

It would make no difference in my  
voting decision 

26% 14% 

Don’t know  2% 6% 
 
8. Another project idea is to upgrade and expand the existing auditorium at the junior 

high/high school. If this project was included in a potential future bond issue, would 
you be…? 

 
Response Percentage/Staff 

online survey (n=49) 
Percentage/Community 

online survey  
(n=217) 

More likely to vote in favor 32% 37% 
More likely to vote against 28% 32% 

It would make no difference in my  
voting decision 

38% 20% 

Don’t know  2% 11% 
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9. Another project involves removing and replacing the roofs at both the elementary and 
junior high/high school buildings. If this project was included in a potential future bond 
issue, would you be…? 

 
Response Percentage/Staff 

online survey (n=49) 
Percentage/Community 

online survey  
(n=217) 

More likely to vote in favor 89% 72% 
More likely to vote against 2% 9% 

It would make no difference in my  
voting decision 

9% 11% 

Don’t know  0% 8% 
 
10. The final project idea is the replacement of the heating, ventilation and air-conditioning 

– or HVAC – with a new system at both the elementary school and junior high/high 
school buildings. If this project was included in a potential future bond issue, would you 
be…? 

 
Response Percentage/Staff 

online survey (n=49) 
Percentage/Community 

online survey  
(n=217) 

More likely to vote in favor 96% 74% 
More likely to vote against 2% 8% 

It would make no difference in my  
voting decision 

2% 13% 

Don’t know  0% 4% 
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Support or opposition to a bond issue and potential tax implications 
 
Not surprisingly, staff respondents were more supportive of a potential future bond issue than the 
community respondents. However, more than half of both groups were in favor of it, 83% and 
67% respectively.  
 
However, when staff and community respondents were asked whether they would still support 
the bond issue, if it included a tax increase of $160 per year for the owner of a $75,000 home in 
the district, the support dropped some to 70% for staff and 56% for the community members.  
 
Those who answered, “Oppose it,” “Strongly oppose it” or “Don’t know” were asked whether 
they would support a tax increase of $125, instead, that included fewer projects. Support grew to 
85% for staff and 61% for the community.  
 
Those who were still in opposition or answered, “Don’t know” were asked whether they would 
support a tax increase of $104, instead, that included even fewer projects. Support grew even 
more to 90% for staff and 68% for the community.  
 
These results seem to indicate cost will definitely play a role in the respondents’ voting decision.  
 
11. Now that you have read about the ideas being considered for a potential future bond 

issue, how do you think you would vote, if the election were held today? Would you…? 
 

Response Percentage/Staff 
online survey (n=49) 

Percentage/Community 
online survey  

(n=217) 
Strongly favor it 35% 35% 

Favor it 48% 32% 
Oppose it 4% 8% 

Strongly oppose it 2% 9% 
Don’t know  11% 16% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 9 

12. What if the bond issue proposed by the school district resulted in a tax increase of $160 
per year for the owner of a $75,000 home in the district? If the election on such a ballot 
issue were held today, would you…? 

 
Response Percentage/Staff 

online survey  
Percentage/Community 

online survey  
Strongly favor it 20% 25% 

Favor it 50% 31% 
Oppose it 17% 14% 

Strongly oppose it 4% 16% 
Don’t know  9% 14% 

 
13. What if, instead, the bond issue resulted in a tax increase of $125 per year for the owner 

of a $75,000 home in the district and included fewer projects? If an election on this 
smaller proposal were held today, would you…? Asked only of those who did not answer, 
“Strongly favor it” or “Favor it” on the previous question. Percentages for the two “favor” 
categories are the combined percentages for this question and the previous one, under the 
assumption that an individual who supports a higher tax increase would support a lower one 
as well. 

 
Response Percentage/Staff 

online survey  
Percentage/Community 

online survey  
Strongly favor it 20% 25% 

Favor it 65% 36% 
Oppose it 9% 11% 

Strongly oppose it 4% 11% 
Don’t know    2% 15% 

 
14. What if, instead, the bond issue resulted in a tax increase of $104 per year for the owner 

of a $75,000 home in the district and included even fewer projects? If an election on this 
smaller proposal were held today, would you…? Asked only of those who did not answer, 
“Strongly favor it” or “Favor it” on the previous question. Percentages for the two “favor” 
categories are the combined percentages for this question and the previous ones, under the 
assumption that an individual who supports a higher tax increase would support a lower one 
as well. 

 
Response Percentage/Staff 

online survey  
Percentage/Community 

online survey  
Strongly favor it 20% 26% 

Favor it 70% 42% 
Oppose it 2% 7% 

Strongly oppose it 4% 10% 
Don’t know  4% 15% 
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Sources of school district news 
 
The final question of the community survey provided respondents with a list of 19 potential 
information sources and asked them to identify which ones they consulted “frequently” for 
school district news. (Staff members were not asked this question.) 
 
The Monitor Journal newspaper was the number one source of information, with 70% of the 
respondents accessing that resource. “Social networking sites (Facebook)” came in second at 
64%, with “Friends and neighbors” in third at 53% and “Teachers in the district” in fourth at 
40%.  
 
The other district sources were in sixth place or below. This might indicate the district needs to 
reach out and engage more with the community, especially if it wants the community’s support 
of the potential bond issue in the future.  
 
15. Which of the following sources do you consult frequently for school district news? 

(Please check all that apply.) Note: This question was only asked on the community survey.  
 

Source Percentage/ 
Community 

online 
survey  

Monitor Journal newspaper 70% 
Social networking sites (Facebook) 64% 

Friends and neighbors 53% 
Teachers in the district 40% 

Parents 36% 
District website 23% 

School principals in the district 19% 
Television stations (Wichita) 15% 

The School Board – either in person or when a member of 
the Board is quoted in the news media 

15% 

The district’s administration – either in person, or when a 
member of the administration is quoted in the news media 

14% 

District monthly insert 10% 
Radio stations (Hutchinson) 10% 

Textcaster/Apogee (App) 10% 
Cable Channel 12 8% 
Outdoor marquees 8% 

Marquette Tribune newspaper 7% 
Little River Area Chamber of Commerce 5% 

Little River Senior Center 4% 
Windom Senior Center 1% 
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Demographics 
 
Staff Online Survey 
 
Number of respondents – 49 
 
Work location: 
Windom Elementary School – 21 
Little River Junior/Senior High School – 20 
District Office – 4 
(Individuals who chose not to answer this question – 4) 
 
Child currently attending school in the district: 
Yes – 21 
No – 24 
(Individuals who chose not to answer this question – 4)  
 
Eligible voter in the district: 
Yes – 32 
No – 13 
(Individuals who chose not to answer this question – 4)  
 
 
Community Online Survey 
 
Number of respondents – 217 
 
Child currently attending school in the district: 
Yes – 121 
No –72 
(Individuals who chose not to answer this question – 24)  
Eligible voter in the district: 
Yes – 162 
No –27 
Other – 3 
(Individuals who chose not to answer this question – 25)  
 
Note: The responses for “Other” were “Don’t know,” “Live outside Marquette, so would not 
apply I assume,” and “We live outside the district.”  
 
Length of time living in the Little River-Windom USD 444 School District: 
Less than 2 years – 9 
2 years to 5 years – 16 
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5 years to 15 years – 39 
15 years to 25 years – 38 
More than 25 years – 44 
I’ve lived here all my life – 35 
(Individuals who chose not to answer this question – 36)  
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