
 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Lisa Sigrist 
 

[“From Dope to Hope” at Arcola High School] 
 

[Tim Ryan, author, speaker and national thought leader on the opioid epidemic] 
 
[Arcola, Illinois, April 1, 2019] Tim Ryan, a nationally-acclaimed speaker on the opioid epidemic 
in America, will be at Arcola High School on Tuesday, April 16, for the Douglas County Drug 
Awareness Assembly. Students, grades 6-12, and community members of Douglas County are 
invited to attend. 
 
Tim Ryan, a former heroin addict himself, lost his 20-year old son to an overdose death. Since 
then, Ryan’s mission has been to “spread long-term recovery and real solutions to anyone who 
[will] listen” (timryanspeaks.com). 
 
Ryan is the focus of A&E Network’s documentary  “Dope Man”, he is the author of the book 
From Dope to Hope, and has been featured in USA Today, Newsweek and The Chicago 
Tribune. Ryan is also the National Director of Professional Relations for Transformations Drug 
and Alcohol Treatment Center, and has been named one of Real Leaders magazine’s “100 
Most Influential Leaders”. Additionally, Ryan runs A Man in Recovery Foundation, a nonprofit 
that facilitates free or reduced-cost recovery to addicts and their families. 
 
Arcola High School, in partnership with the Douglas County State’s Attorney Office, Douglas 
County Sheriff’s Office, Douglas County Health Department, Shalynn’s Hope, and Be Brave, 
will host Ryan for this Douglas County Drug Awareness Assembly. 
 
Students, grades 6-12, from Arthur-Lovington-Atwood-Hammond, Arcola, Villa Grove, Tuscola 
and Heritage, have been invited to listen to Ryan share his story during the school days. The 
public is invited to attend an evening session. 
 
Ryan will speak at four different times on April 16: 

● 7:15 am Arcola Rotary Club meeting at Kaskaskia Country Club 
● 9:30 am High school students (Nancy Stiff Gymnasium at Arcola High School) 
● 1:00 pm Middle school students (Nancy Stiff Gymnasium at Arcola High School) 
● 6:30 pm Public and parents (Nancy Stiff Gymnasium at Arcola High School) 

 
Funding for this program made possible by the support of generous community businesses 
and organizations, as listed in local advertisements and flyers. 
 
Contact Arcola High School, phone 217-268-4962, with any questions. 


