
 

 

 

Apri1, 2019 ● District Newsletter 
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● FY20 Budget Update 
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● SEF Grants 
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● School Building Committee 
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● What Kids Say 
● Summer Tutoring 
● State Assessments  
● School Spotlight 

 

Important Dates  

(details on school websites) 

● 4/1 Joint Town Council - School 
Comm. Mtg. 5:30 pm 

● 4/1 School Comm Mtg. 7:00 pm 
● 4/15 - 4/19 April Vacation Week 

No School 
●  4/22 School Comm. Mtg. 7:00 pm 

 

Connect with Us 
Judy Paolucci, Superintendent 
231-6606 
jpaolucci@smithfield-ps.org 
www.smithfield-ps.org 
http://judypaolucci.edublogs.org/ 

  District Twitter feed 

  Judy Paolucci’s Twitter feed 
 

April Showers Bring May Flowers and Great Plans for Our Future! 
 

With so much planning necessary for an 
upcoming school year, April finds most 
administrators feeling like one foot is in 
one school year and the other is in the 
next. I guess this isn’t much different 
than the month - with one foot in spring 
and the other still holding on to winter 
(which should have ended a few weeks 
ago!).  It’s a time of great hope and anticipation.  We hope this month 
brings everyone a sense of renewal and hope. 
                                                                                             ~Judy Paolucci 

 

FY20 Budget Update 
On the evening of March 26th, the Smithfield Town Council heard the 
budget requests of town departments. While other town departments 
submitted requests with percent increases averaging over 7%, the school 
department’s submitted operating budget included a negligible increase 
and, when the capital budget is included, actually is less than FY19 figures. 
Due to the loss of over $1.4 million in state aid, this budget requires a 4% 
increase in the town appropriation. 
 

The submitted budget includes the loss of 3.4 staff members and has 
significant cuts in instructional supplies, professional development, and 
other operating basics.  
 

The superintendent also shared a plan for reducing this budget further, if 
needed. This plan includes the reduction of a HS math position and a HS 
science position. The revised budget will be considered by the School 
Committee at its April 1st meeting. 
 

The town’s tax levy cannot be increased by more than 4%. One individual 
at the meeting suggested that if the school request increases by 4% and 
the town budget increases by 4%, this would equal 8%.  This is not how 
percentages work. Roughly speaking, the school budget is approximately 
 

Continued next page 
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Mandated Reporting in Rhode 
Island Educational Institutions 
 

Who is a mandated reporter of 
instances of child abuse? 
Everyone. Every person in Rhode Island 
who has reasonable cause to know or 
suspect that a child has been the victim 
of abuse has a duty to report the 
suspicion. 
 

What do I do if I have a reasonable 
suspicion that a child has been 
abused? If the suspicion is of child 
abuse perpetrated by someone outside 
of an educational program... personally 
call the DCYF Hotline 1-800-RI-CHILD 
(1-800-742-4453).  If the abuse is sexual 
in nature and was perpetrated by an 
employee, agent, contractor, or 
volunteer of an educational program... 
Notify your principal, headmaster, or 
person in charge of the educational 
program. That principal or leader must 
then notify their Superintendent, if 
applicable, then call the DCYF Hotline 
1-800-RI-CHILD (1-800-742-4453). 
 

Together, let's work to keep our kids 
safe.  

 
 
 
 

FY20 Budget Update  (continued from page 1) 
half of the entire town budget. If the school budget increases by 
4% and the town budget increases by 4%, the overall increase 
would be about 4%. If the school budget increases by 4% and the 
town budget increases by 2%, the overall increase would be about 
3%. Other revenues play into this figure as well. Since other town 
departments increased last year, while the school department’s 
appropriation did not, it is reasonable to expect a smaller increase 
from town departments this year to address the significant shortfall 
in state education aid. 
 

Excluding department heads and town and school staff members, 
the meeting was attended by few town citizens. One of these 
attendees was particularly critical of the requested increase by the 
school department, seemingly deaf to the higher requests from 
other departments or to the significant effect a shortfall in revenues 
may have to a vital part of the Smithfield community - our children. 
Our hope is that the Town Council can truly understand the math 
behind figures and make decisions that address the needs of the 
town as a whole. 
 
Smithfield Education Foundation Grants 
It’s that time again – time when the 
Smithfield Education Foundation is 
offering grants to the teachers in our 
district. The goal for these grants is to 
to enrich and enhance the education 
of the students in the Smithfield Public 
Schools. The Foundation has awarded 
over $30,000 to the teachers in our 
district to date.  
 

To qualify for consideration, teachers 
should email a completed Grant Proposal Package to the 
Smithfield Education Foundation at 
SmithfieldEdFoundation@gmail.com no later than April 3, 2019. 
Proposals considered for funding must include 3 parts: the 
Application for Grant Funding form, a Detailed Grant Description, 
and the Principal Comment Form.  Forms are available from 
principals. 
 

If anyone has questions, please feel free to contact the foundation 
by email.  Announcements of the grant awards is expected in early 
May. 
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Spring Cleaning 
Studies have found that organized 
learning environments have positive 
effects on learning. In an article posted 
by the Indiana Resource Center for 
Autism (Clean Up Your Act! Creating an 
Organized Classroom Environment for 
Students on the Spectrum by Kara 
Hume, Ph.D.), evidence was shared 
suggesting that “students  in organized 
and structured classrooms demonstrate 
more on-task behavior and higher 
academic achievement” and the learning 
of students with autism is affected by the 
organization of the classroom space. 
 

Many teachers are reluctant to throw 
away instructional materials, no matter 
how out-of-date they may be. It is not 
uncommon to find 4 or 5 file cabinets full 
of lesson plans and worksheets when 
electronic versions of the most useful of 
these resources are available online. 
Individuals may feel a twang of guilt 
about the disposal of resources or, due 
to the hard work it was to initially develop 
the materials, find it hard to let them go.  
 

The spring is a perfect time to clean out 
classrooms. The district has a clear 
policy for how old materials and 
equipment can be removed (see https:// 
policies.smithfield-ps.org/home/dn).  
 

It’s especially important for elementary 
teachers to cull materials over the next 
few years, since the cost of packing up 
and moving materials in preparation for 
renovations will be high.  
 

There’s many reasons to do some spring 
cleaning.  Let’s start now!  
 
 

School Building Committee Update 
Over the past two months, the school building committee (SBC) 
has been engaged in posting RFQs (Request for Qualifications) for 
our owner’s project manager (OPM) and architect.  Seven firms 
responded to the OPM RFQ and eight firms responded to the RFQ 
for design services.  After successfully negotiating with each 
chosen firm, the committee will forward the firms for approval to 
the School Committee and to the Town Council.  The last step in 
the process, the Town Council approval, is expected on in April.  
 

In addition to these very important tasks, the SBC voted for officers 
and discussed committee norms.  Randy Rossi, Town Manager, 
and Judy Paolucci, Superintendent, will be co-chairs, while Sara 
Monaco, Assistant Superintendent, will serve as secretary. 
 

The next three meetings of the SBC will be on April 8th, April 25th 
and May 20th at 3:30pm in the Training Room at the 
Administration Building.  Meetings are open to the public. 
 

 

 
Spread the Word! 

 

NEW KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATIONS 
FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR 

 
Please visit: www.smithfield-ps.org 
Go to Explore/Family 
Resources/Registering a new student OR 
Contact us at (401) 231-6606 ext. 0 for 
more information. 
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Understanding the Lingo 
The lingo today’s teenagers use could 
mean something dangerous if they are 
abusing prescription or over-the-counter 
drugs.  Try your best at figuring out the 
not-so-innocent meanings of the 
following phrases.  The answers are 
listed on page 5. 

● All Star 
● Vikings 
● Trail Mix 
● Cotton 
● Kibbles & Bits 
● Jack 
● Pancakes & Syrup 
● Babysit  
● “V” 
● Legal Speed 

 
Source:  www.lockyourmeds.org 
 

 
 
District Policies 
The School Committee policies are 
located on the district website under 
district info (also directly at 
https://policies.smithfield-ps.org/).  The 
following policies were introduced 
recently: 
 

Graduation Policy -  Changes include 
clarification of Council Designations for 
the Class of 2021 (Commissioner's Seal, 
Seal of Biliteracy, and Pathway 
Endorsement) and increased access to 
diplomas for students with IEPs. 
  
Employee Dishonesty/Faithful 
Performance Insurance Coverage Policy  
This policy is often titled, “bonded 
employees,” and addresses employees 
mishandling money. 

The Smithfield Department of Public Works and Smithfield 
Conservation Commission present: 

 

Join us for Smithfield’s annual 
Community Clean Up! We 
provide the supplies. You 
provide time and community 
pride! 
 

Date:     April 27, 2019  
Time:    9:00 am - noon 
 

Supplies will be distributed and clean-up locations throughout 
Town will be assigned. Groups, community organizations and 
businesses are encouraged to participate. All children under the 
age of 18 need to have an adult chaperone present to participate.  
For questions, contact recycle@smithfieldri.com or call the 
Smithfield DPW Recycling at 233-1034 x 105 

 
Carnivorous Herbivores  or  Kids say the Darndest Things 
Teachers have been working hard to provide students with more 
opportunities to write nonfiction so it was not surprising to find 
two classrooms of students in two different elementary schools 
sharing their writing about animals. What was surprising was 
finding two different students - one in each class - who insisted 
that their assigned animal, both of which are known herbivores, ate 
meat.   
 

In one case, a student, reporting on the characteristics of deer, 
noted that they ate mice and squirrels.  After questioning this 
young boy,  reporting that the deer in my neighborhood chewed up 
the shrubs in my yard and sharing a picture book about deer 
showing them eating plants, the boy merely looked at me with pity, 
explaining, “deer also eat mice.” 
 

A kindergartener, writing a story about giraffes, noted that they ate 
chicken.  I engaged in a conversation with the young girl, 
suggesting that the giraffe’s long necks allow them to eat a certain 
type of food and asked her what that might be.  She showed me a 
picture of a zookeeper on a ladder holding up a bucket.  She 
explained, “that’s how they feed the giraffe the chicken.”   
 
Clearly, I must have very little credibility among our younger 
students.                                                                        ~JP 
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Greenville Library Organizes 
Summer Tutoring for Students in 
Grades K-7 
The Greenville library offers free tutoring 
for students over the summer.  Currently, 
the library is advertising for teens, going 
into grades 8-12, to serve as tutor 
volunteers this summer.  If you know a 
teen who may be interested, contact 
Rhonda (yourYAlibrarian@yahoo.com). 
Applications will be accepted April 8-May 
8.  Information about the tutoring 
services will be coming out in the next 
few months. 

 
Understanding the Lingo ANSWERS 

1. Taking multiple drugs 
2. Vicodin 
3. Various prescription drugs, 

usually served in a bag or bowl 
4. Oxycontin 
5. Ritalin 
6. A person who steals someone 

else’s drugs 
7. Combination of sedative and 

codeine cough syrup 
8. Guiding a friend through their 

first drug experience 
9. Valium 
10. Over-the-counter asthma drugs 

 
Blogging 
The Super Scoop blog posts for March 
are titled, “Back to Middle School” which 
reports on the Superintendent’s 
shadowing experience at GMS, and 
“Mathematics and Civic Engagement,” 
which explains some of the math behind 
the budget.  To access this blog, go to: 
www.judypaolucci.edublogs.org 

 

State Assessments 
Students in grades 3-11 will begin state testing this month. This is 
the second year that our third through eighth graders will take 
RICAS assessments in English Language Arts (ELA) and 
mathematics. The online assessments consist of 4 sessions, 2 for 
ELA (120-150 minutes per session) and 2 for mathematics (90 
minutes per session).  For more information, see the 2019 RICAS 
flyer.  
 

Beginning on April 22nd, students in grades 5, 8, and 11 will also 
take part in the Next Generation Science Assessment (NGSA). 
Last year, the NGSA was administered as a census field test and, 
therefore, results were not released. The interactive assessment 
consists of videos, multiple choice questions, lab simulations, data 
collection tasks, and extended responses. 
 

High school sophomores and juniors throughout the state will take 
the PSATs and SATs on April 9th as a part of the state 
assessment and accountability system. For the first time in the 
state, the PSAT10 is being administered digitally while the SAT will 
remain a paper and pencil test.  
 

Students and families will receive individual student score reports 
in the fall. The results of the state assessments allow the district to 
gauge its progress towards our promise of preparing every student 
for continued learning, career, and life.    
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This Month’s Spotlight:  Preschool 
Smithfield Public Schools Preschool 
Program at Anna McCabe School is a 
program designed for children with 
disabilities but also includes typically 
developing peers who play and work 
together.   
 
At right:  Preschool children show an 
interest in reading and books.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
At left:  Children work on sustaining attention to a task. 
 
 
 
 
At right: 
Structured play 
and movement 
are important 
components of the 
preschool day. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our program provides a welcoming and 
supportive environment for children of all abilities 
and their families. Our philosophy is based on 
the belief that the first five years in a child’s life are the most crucial to his/her development.  
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