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Newman-Crows Landing Unified School District is going to be well represented at National History Day- California. What
started as class assignments has turned into a total of 40 students making up 11 groups, from Bonita Elementary, Yolo
Middle School and Orestimba High School advancing from the County Competition to compete at the State level. To date,
this is the largest number of NCLUSD students to advance to the State Competition.

  
National History Day is an educational program that encourages 4th-12th grade students to explore local, state, national
and world history. After selecting a historical topic that relates to an annual theme, students conduct extensive research
by using libraries, archives, museums and oral history interviews. Students analyze and interpret their findings, draw
conclusions about their topics' significance in history and create final projects that present their work. The theme for
2019 is "Triumph and Tragedy in History".
 
Bonita Elementary
Bonita students reached this level by competing in a site-wide competition. Students from 4th and 5th grade were
required to create a poster, write a process paper and interview with a pair of judges. Five projects were chosen to
advance to the County Competition and one project is now advancing to the State Competition. The National History
Day- California is the highest level of competition for Elementary Posters. When asked how they felt about advancing to
the State Competition the group was all smiles saying they were excited to be moving on and competing for the "whole
enchilada", but also realized they had a number of improvements to make to compete with students from across the state. 
 
Bonita students advancing to the State Competition include:  

Honorable Mention Poster: "The Titanic Disaster" Jesus Abrica, Justin Huntley, Anthony Ruiz and Bella Waggle
 
Yolo Middle School
Yolo will be sending the largest group of students to the State Competition with 25 students making up 7 groups. This is
also the largest number of students from Yolo to ever advance to National History Day- California. 
 
Yolo NHD advisor Mr. Santor and Student Council  advisor Ms. Decator took a different approach to topics students could
choose from this year. Rather than allowing students to choose any topic from history that fit the theme of "Triumph and
Tragedy" students were required to focus on historical events that took place in or around Newman. Through the
collaboration with the Newman Museum and Newman Historical Society students were able to interact with artifacts and
primary sources relevant to their topics. The partnership with the Newman Museum and the Newman Historical Society
has truly brought local history to life for these young historians. At the completion of competition students will be
returning their NHD projects to the museum as a way to modernize exhibits and share their knowledge with future
generations. 
 
Of the 25 students advancing to the State Competition a number had not advanced past the County Competition in
previous years. When asked what they felt the difference was between this year and previous years an overwhelming
number of students credited their success to the focus on Newman's history.



Yolo students advancing to the State Competition include: 
3rd Place Documentary: "Solving the Education Crisis: The First School Bus in California" Lina Franco, Natalie Kessler,
Jackson Ribiero and Jenny Medina
2nd Place Exhibit: "Simon Newman and the Railroad: The Founding of Newman"Fatima Garcia, Shania Lopez, Angela
Garcia and Calin Casey
3rd Place Exhibit: "The Tragic Exodus: The Death of Hills Ferry and Birth of Newman" Nathaniel Samson, Rafael
Gonzalez and Malachi Guzman
1st Place Performance: "The First Day of School: The First School Bus" Laurie Culpepper, Alejandra Estrada, Taylor
Eckstein, Ellie Dyt and Madison Reeves
1st Place Website: "The Tragic Day of 1905: The Newman Independence Day Fire" Isabel Paz, Jocelyn Zacarias and
Alondra PereZ
1st Place Website: "A town Heals Together: The Flood of 1995" Marion Laurent, Manuel Bravo and Luis Becerril
3rd Place Website: "A Force for Change: The Women's Improvement Club" Alex De La Cruz, Luis Guzman and Rafael
Arreguin. 

 
Orestimba High School
Orestimba High School sent three teams to compete at the County Competition, and will be advancing all three teams to
the State Competition in May. Advancing to the State Competition will be a first for all 11 students. When asked what
they thought was a main factor of their success students echoed similar sentiments of finding a topic they were interested
in, taking advantage of their strengths and a willingness to try new things. Playing to their strengths was a focus for the
construction of the exhibit for Josh Lucas, Angel Manriquez and Francisco Chavez, stating that they created their 6ft tri-
fold and round center display in the Agriculture Mechanics shop at OHS. The students who created websites said that the
project allowed them to expand their skill sets in more than just history, adding they had never created a website before
but were glad to have attained such a valuable skill.  Students also expressed their excitement to receive extra credit in
their history courses for advancing to the State Competition. 
 
Projects advancing to the State Competition include:

2nd Place Exhibit: "The Impressment that Wasn't so Impressive" Josh Lucas, Angel Manriquez and Francisco Chavez
2nd Place Website: "Loving v. Virginia" Airam Martinez (Not Pictured), Zoe Munoz and Benjamin Gomez
3rd Place Website: "Lemon Grove Incident" Anakaren Jimenez, Bibiana Arredondo, Leslie Aguilar, Lily Ruiz and
Jasmine Ortiz

 
 
NCLUSD would like to congratulate all of our students on their hard work and wish those advancing to National History
Day- California good luck!  

NCLUSD Mission: Through strong relationships, design, and orchestrate
relevant and rigorous experiences that inspire and empower all learners.


