
Superintendent Scoop—Weather, Legislative Session, and Building Renovations           

I’m sure most of you feel the same about winter as I do-ready for it to be over!  It’s amazing that I can 
walk outside when it’s above zero and think it feels like spring.  I have heard that March is forecasted to 
have lower-than-average temperatures, too, so don’t put away your winter coats! 

The North Dakota Legislative Session has just passed into cross-over where the recorded bills that 
survived the House or the Senate switch over to the other chamber.  While many people think that the 
legislative session is close to being finalized, there still is the opportunity for us to provide our input on 
the surviving bills.   

Public forums provide a venue where interested people can discuss and learn about the particular bills 
and why they were introduced.  At the legislative forum on February 23 in Tioga, many of the bills that 
were discussed were education- and tax-related which interested me.  Education funding is one of the 
largest appropriation bills and one of the last to be decided.  The legislature decides at what percentage 
rate to increase the per-pupil payment (state aid), and in those bills are other changes to the formula 
which can help or hurt schools.  One change this year that will cause challenges for Tioga Schools is a 
plan to sunset the transition minimums and maximums that are currently in place.  Often schools are 
referred to as “on” or “off” formula. Tioga Schools is an off-formula school.  The transitions put in place 
beginning in the 2013-2014 school year were a hold-harmless measure when the formula was changed.  
Tioga has benefited greatly from this; however, since we were not allowed to carryover the funds we 
received above and beyond the cap placed on money held in general fund reserves, it won’t help us 
through this period when we will lose that funding. I encourage all of you to watch the House and 
Senate bills closely concerning this funding.   

I know its difficult to call or email legislators with concerns and questions; I hesitate because I might not 
understand the bill totally.  Don’t let that frighten you!  Legislators value input and questions from us, 
especially parents and community members, so I encourage you to contact our legislators when you 
need clarification.  When I was a superintendent in northeast South Dakota several years ago, I thought 
everyone talked to their legislators.  After the session ended, an article was printed in a local newspaper 
stating that the only bill that people questioned was one involving recreational vehicles (RV’s).  I’m sure 
there were other issues! 

Enough weather and political talk!  The school board has approved the Guaranteed Maximum Price 
(GMP) contract for the renovation at the old Central School, new lights in Central’s gym, and new lights 
and ceiling work in Tioga High School Gym that is slated for this summer.  We are excited about this 
work, especially since plumbing, electrical and heating in the building have caused many issues in the 
last few years.  Those of you who attended school in the building know that each classroom has its own 
restrooms.  Some of the sinks and toilets are unusable due to water that doesn’t drain or backs-up. Plus, 
the building will be spruced up.  We are abating asbestos tile and replacing the flooring, adding drop 
ceilings, built-in storage, renovating the restrooms to meet ADA codes, and removing the stages in the 
classrooms.  The rooms will have new heat and air conditioning units and will have fire suppression 
sprinklers installed.  Both gyms’ halogen lighting will be replaced with LED lighting, and at THS, the drop 
ceiling will be removed, and the area above will be cleaned up and remain open.  We are installing 
electric motors for the baskets and a mat light for events at THS. 



Space will be at a premium this summer.  The high school gym will be closed until the first part of 
August, and Central’s gym and building use will be limited as we need to clean everything out of the 
classrooms.  It will be a challenge, but we will have updated classrooms, and after sixty years, some 
sprucing up it necessary. 

As always, please continue to support our kids, whether it is at school, school activities, work, church, or 
community-related areas.  They are our future.  At school, music concerts and contests are quickly 
approaching.  Track and golf are starting soon-most likely inside when considering the weather!  
Graduation will soon be here, and then we’ll be starting another school year.  Thank you for all you do 
for our kids!  

  


