
Grand   Isle   Supervisory   Union   
Alburgh   School   District   

School   Board    Special    Meeting   
Tuesday,   September   7,   2021   at   5:30   p.m.   

Location:   Alburgh   Community   Education   Center   
Join   with   Google   Meet   

meet.google.com/uyy-ioxp-fpx   

Join   by   phone   

(US)   +1   661-527-2861   PIN:   113   067   955#   

  

  Agenda  
Call   to   Order   
1.   Call   to   Order     
2.   Citizens   and/or   Staff   to   be   Heard     
3.   Reports   

a. Principal’s   
b. Superintendent’s   

  
Board   Business .     
4.   Approval   of   bills   for   payment   (M.   Savage)   (Action)   
5.   Clubhouse   updates   (M.   Savage)(Discussion)   
6.   Parent   Request   (M.   Savage)(Action)   
7.   Hiring   Update   (B.   Hemingway)(Informational)   
8.   Pre-k   implication   of   not   being   able   to   find   a   qualified   teacher   (B.   Hemingway)(Discussion)   
9.   COVID-19   Board   Safety   Requirements   (M.   Savage)(Action)   
10.Storage   Issue   Possible   Solution   (B.   Hemingway)(Discussion/Possible   Action)   

  
Closure     
11.   Adjourn     (Action)     
  
  
  
  
  

Note:   Executive   Session:   If   discussion   warrants   and   the   Board   so   votes,   some   items   may   be   discussed   in   
Executive   Session   pursuant   to   VSA   1   §313(a)   
  

Discussion   Items  -   Issues   the   Board   needs   to   discuss   and   deliberate,   but   upon   which   no   action   is   taken   at   this   meeting.   
Action   Items  -   Issues   that   require   the   Board   to   make   a   decision   by   vote,   may   have   been   discussed   over   several   meetings   prior   to   this   point.   

Consent   Items  -   Routine   matters   that   need   no   discussion   by   the   Board,   but   require   Board   approval.    They   are   grouped   together   as   a   single   agenda   item.    Background   
materials   are   provided   in   the   Board   packet   to   be   reviewed   ahead   of   the   meeting.    If   there   are   no   concerns,   they   are   approved   with   a   single   vote.    Any   member   can   

request   the   Board   remove   an   item   to   be   discussed   and   voted   on   separately.   This   frees   up   time   at   meetings.   
Information   Items   [Incidental   Information]  -   Matters   the   Board   needs   to   know   about,   but   for   which   no   Board   action   is   needed.   The   information   flow   is   one   way,   

from   presenter   to   the   Board.    Questions   for   clarification   are   entertained   as   time   allows.   

https://meet.google.com/uyy-ioxp-fpx?authuser=0&hs=122














  

  
11   August   2021   

  
Dear   Parents,   Guardians   &   Community   members,   

  
I   hope   you   have   had   a   wonderful   summer   and   are   looking   forward   to   students   returning   to   school   in   a   couple   of   
short   weeks.    I’m   sure   your   children   will   remember   the   fun   they   have   had   with   you   this   summer   following   the   
challenges   of   the   18   months   that   came   before   it;   and   there   is   still   time   to   make   even   more   memories!    You’ll   recall   
that   back   in   the   end   of   June,   Dr.   Rob   Altho�,   child   and   adolescent   psychiatrist   and   parent   of   two   children   at   
Folsom,     presented   about   the   e�ects   of   the   pandemic   on   the   emotional   health   of   youth   and   the   adults   who   care   
for   them   at   the   weekly   GISU   Community   Meeting.      One   of   the   messages   Dr.   Altho�   shared   in   this   presentation   
was   the   power   and   importance   of   routines   in   each   child’s   life.    As   we   get   ready   to   return   to   school   those   routines   
and   schedules   will   change.    I   encourage   you   to   watch   Dr.   Altho�’s    presentation,   talk   with   your   children   about   
how   they   are   feeling,   answer   questions   they   have   honestly   (its   okay   to   say   you   don’t   know   something   and   that   
you   will   reach   out   to   someone   who   might   know   the   answer),   and   start   shifting   schedules   towards   one   that   aligns   
with   your   regular   school   schedule.    If   you   have   any   questions   please   reach   out   to   your   local   school   or   me   any   
time;   and   if   you   have   a   general   question   or   comment   you   would   like   to   share   please   join   me   any   Wednesday   
evening   at   the   Weekly   Superintendent’s   Community   Meeting   via   Google   Meet   (more   details   later   in   this   letter)   
where   there   is   always   a   time   set   aside   for   any   community   member   to   ask   questions   and   or   share   celebrations   or   
concerns.     

  
This   year’s   mantra   is   “Together   Again”   and   by   working   together   I’m   con�dent   the   2021-2022   school   year   will   be   
a   great   one.    Thank   you   for   your   trust   and   support.    I   hope   you   �nd   the   rest   of   this   letter   helpful.    I   look   forward   
to   continuing   the   tradition   we   started   in   March   of   2020   of   a   Weekly   Community   Letter   with   updates   on   
Wednesdays   followed   by   the   Google   Meet   Community   Meeting   on   Wednesday   evenings   at   6:00   p.m.     

  
Current   School   Guidance   and   Expectations   
We   are   looking   forward   to   a   more   traditional   year.    Students   will   attend   in-person   �ve   days   a   week   with   
traditional   school   hours.    We   will   operate   in   a   more   traditional   manner   with   less   restrictions.    However,   we   will   
continue   to   use   many   of   the   important   mitigation   strategies   which   kept   our   students,   faculty,   sta�,   and   
communities   safe.     The   Vermont   Agency   of   Education   in   collaboration   with   the   Vermont   Department   of   
Health   began   releasing   speci�c   guidelines   last   week   (on   Thursday)   and   have   indicated    they   will   continue   to   
release   guidance   in   the   near   future.    We   know   that   not   everyone   will   agree   with   all   of   the   guidelines   and   
mitigation   strategies   we   will   use   this   year.    Some   people   will   think   they   are   too   much   while   others   will   think   they   
are   not   enough.    Please   know   we   take   our   responsibility   to   keep   everyone   safe   seriously,   that   includes   balancing   
physical   safety   with   social   and   emotional   safety.    I   am   always   happy   to   talk   with   the   community   about   why   we   
are   doing   something   a   certain   way   and   to   consider   other   possibilities.    Often   the   strategies   we   use   are   
interconnected   and   a   change   to   one   will   have   an   impact   on   others.    We   believe   by   following   the   mitigation   plan   
we   are   putting   in   place,   it   will   be   more   likely   we   will   be   able   to   maintain   the   �ve   day   a   week   in-person   learning   
schedule   we   start   the   year   with.   

  
  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x2OY5G8YX17FkoC5EPafSWGN03qgIXFP/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x2OY5G8YX17FkoC5EPafSWGN03qgIXFP/view


  

  
Stay   Home   When   Sick     
School   health   personnel   should   use   the   COVID-19   in   Pediatric   Patients   Flow   Chart   (Pre-K   –   Grade   12)   Triage,   
Evaluation,   Testing,   and   Return   to   School   in   partnership   with   pediatric   providers   and   families   to   guide   medical   
decision-making.   Students   and   sta�   who   are   sick   should   stay   home.   This   is   the   most   important   prevention   
message.     

  
All   students   and   sta�   should   stay   home   if   they:     
•   Show   symptoms   of   COVID-19;     
•   Have   a   fever   (temperature   greater   than   100.4°F);   or     
•   Are   currently   in   quarantine   due   to   close   contact   with   an   individual   with   COVID-19   or   in   isolation   due   to   
testing   positive   for   COVID-19.     

  
If   symptoms   begin   while   at   school,   the   student   or   sta�   member   should   be   sent   home   as   soon   as   possible,   and   the   
individual   should   be   isolated   from   other   sta�   and   students   until   they   can   go   home.     

  
Masks     
Due   to   the   makeup   of   our   schools   and   who   is   eligible   for   vaccines   we   will   not   achieve   80%   vaccination   rate   for   
any   building   therefore   universal   masking   for   students   and   adults   when   indoors   will   be   required.      

  
Masks,   when   required,   may   be   removed   when   needed   for   instructional   or   operational   purposes.     

  
Masks   are   currently   required   for   all   passengers   on   buses   per   federal   regulation,   regardless   of   age   or   vaccination   
status.     

  
Masks   are   not   required   outdoors   when   students   and   adults   are   able   to   practice   social   distancing.   

  
Guidance   will   be   updated   when   vaccine   eligibility   expands.     

  
Surveillance   Testing   
The   GISU   will   participate    in   regular   VTAOE   Surveillance   testing   for   our   students   and   sta�.   We   will   publicize   
more   information   once   we   have   information   from   the   VTAOE.      

  
Handwashing   
Frequent   hand   washing/sanitizing   is   encouraged   at   all   transitions.   

  
As   the   VT   AOE   and   VDH   release   more   guidance   our   procedures   will   be   updated.   

  
  
  
  
  



  

  
Welcome   Director   of   Student   Support   Services   Nick   DeVita   and   District   Nurse   Kristie   Barber   
I   am   excited   to   introduce   our   new   Director   of   Student   Support   Services,   Nick   DeVita.   Nick   comes   to   the   GISU   
from   FNESU   where   he   served   as   the   Social   and   Emotional   Learning   Coordinator   and   School   Psychologist.   Nick   
is   passionate   about   working   with   students   with   disabilities,   students   with   social/emotional   and   behavioral   
concerns,   students   with    trauma,   and   with   LGBTQ+   students.   He   has   worked   with   various   districts   on   
implementing   social-emotional   screeners,    developing   risk   of   harm   and   crisis   protocols,   conducting   
psych/educational   evaluations,   and   building   EST   systems.    Nick’s   email   is    ndevita@gisu.org    if   you   would   like   to   
send   a   welcome.   

  
I   am   also   excited   to   introduce   our   new   District   Nurse,   Kristie   Barber.   Kristie   comes   to   the   GISU   from   a   Nursing   
Supervisor   role   at   a   residential   facility   Kristie   is   a   Grand   Isle   resident   and   is   passionate   about   student   health   and   
wellness.   She   will   be   overseeing   all   four   campuses   and   the   health   assistants   in   each   building.   You   will   see   
communication   from   Kristie   and   the   health   team   in   relation   to   regular   wellness   and   COVID   protocols   and   
surveillance   testing.   Kristie’s   email   is    kbarber@gisu.org    if   you   would   like   to   send   a   welcome.   

  
Residency   and   Tuitions   Vouchers   
If   you   have   not   already   done   so,   this   is   a   reminder   that   there   are   two   forms   that   need   to   be   �lled   out   and   sent   to   
our   central   o�ce   in   order   for   us   to   pay   tuition   for   your   child.   One   form   proves   that   you   are   a   resident   of   Grand   
Isle   County   and   the   other   con�rms   where   your   student   is   attending   school   (tuition   voucher).    Unless   you   move,   
the   residency   paperwork   is   a   one   time   requirement.    On   the   other   hand,   the   Tuition   Voucher    is   an   annual   
process   until   your   child   graduates   from   high   school.   

● Residency   Form   Links   
○ Alburgh   
○ Grand   Isle   
○ Isle   La   Motte   
○ North   Hero   
○ South    Hero   

● Tuition   voucher    for   all   residents   

Please   send   this   information   directly   to   David   Mills,   the   GISU   Parent   Liaison.   Please   contact   David    if   you   have   
any   questions   or   to   send   in   the   paperwork.   

  
David   Mills   
PO   Box   54   
Grand   Isle,   VT   05458   

  
dmills@gisu.org   
(802)   372-6921   x2008   

  
  
  

mailto:ndevita@gisu.org
mailto:kbarber@gisu.org
https://www.gisu.org/uploads/1/1/1/6/111679509/alburgh_residency_verification.pdf
https://www.gisu.org/uploads/1/1/1/6/111679509/grand_isle_residency_verification.pdf
https://www.gisu.org/uploads/1/1/1/6/111679509/isle_la_motte_residency_verification.pdf
https://www.gisu.org/uploads/1/1/1/6/111679509/north_hero_residency_verification.pdf
https://www.gisu.org/uploads/1/1/1/6/111679509/south_hero_residency_verification.pdf
http://www.gisu.org/uploads/1/1/1/6/111679509/2020-2021_gisu_tuition_voucher.pdf


  

  
Community   Meeting   
Tonight’s   Community   Meeting   will   focus   on   welcoming   people   back   and   reviewing   the   current   VT   AOE   and   
VDH   Covid-19   guidance.    As   usual,   there   will   be   a   time   for   community   members   to   ask   questions   and   share   
their   experiences.    The   access   to   the   Superintendent’s   weekly   Community   Meeting   is   available   below.      

  
Wednesday,   August   11,    2021,   6:00   p.m   
Join   with   Google   Meet   

meet.google.com/yzd-szwo-tqi   

Join   by   phone   

(US)   +1   573-349-3062   PIN:   810   989   343#   

    
  
  

Thank   you   for    helping   to   ensure   that   all   members   of   the   GISU   learning   community   are   curious,   creative,   
courageous,   and   capable   of   pursuing   their   aspirations   in   a   diverse   and   ever   changing   world.   
    

Sincerely,     
  

Mic����   J.   Cla��   
  

Michael   J.   Clark   
Grand   Isle   Supervisory   Union   
Superintendent   

https://meet.google.com/yzd-szwo-tqi?authuser=0&hs=122


  

  
18   August   2021   

  
Dear   Parents,   Guardians   &   Community   members,   

  
One   week   to   go   until   the   �rst   day   of   school!      

  
Current   School   Guidance   and   Expectations   
We   are   looking   forward   to   a   more   traditional   year.    Students   will   attend   in-person   �ve   days   a   week   with   
traditional   school   hours.    We   expect   to   operate   in   a   more   traditional   manner   with   less   restrictions.    However,   we   
will   continue   to   use   many   of   the   important   mitigation   strategies   which   kept   our   students,   faculty,   sta�,   and   
communities   safe.     The   Vermont   Agency   of   Education   in   collaboration   with   the   Vermont   Department   of   
Health   began   releasing   speci�c   guidelines   August   4,   2021    and   has   indicated    they   will   continue   to   release  
guidance   in   the   near   future.    We   know   that   not   everyone   will   agree   with   all   of   the   guidelines   and   mitigation   
strategies   we   will   use   this   year.    Some   people   will   think   they   are   too   much   while   others   will   think   they   are   not   
enough.    Please   know   we   take   our   responsibility   to   keep   everyone   safe   seriously,   that   includes   balancing   physical   
safety   with   social   and   emotional   safety.    I   am   always   happy   to   talk   with   the   community   about   why   we   are   doing   
something   a   certain   way   and   to   consider   other   possibilities.    Often   the   strategies   we   use   are   interconnected   and   a   
change   to   one   will   have   an   impact   on   others.    We   believe   by   following   the   mitigation   plan   we   are   putting   in   
place,   it   will   be   more   likely   we   will   be   able   to   maintain   the   �ve   day   a   week   in-person   learning   schedule   we   start   
the   year   with.    The   following   are   the   recommendations   I   am   making   as   the    Superintendent   to   GISU   and   
member   Districts   to   follow   to   keep   our   students,   faculty,   sta�,   students   and   communities   safe.     

  
Stay   Home   When   Sick     
School   health   personnel   should   use   the   COVID-19   in   Pediatric   Patients   Flow   Chart   (Pre-K   –   Grade   12)   Triage,   
Evaluation,   Testing,   and   Return   to   School   in   partnership   with   pediatric   providers   and   families   to   guide   medical   
decision-making.   Students   and   sta�   who   are   sick   should   stay   home.   This   is   the   most   important   prevention   
message.     

  
All   students   and   sta�   should   stay   home   if   they:     
•   Show   symptoms   of   COVID-19;     
•   Have   a   fever   (temperature   greater   than   100.4°F);   or     
•   Are   currently   in   quarantine   due   to   close   contact   with   an   individual   with   COVID-19   or   in   isolation   due   to   
testing   positive   for   COVID-19.     

  
If   symptoms   begin   while   at   school,   the   student   or   sta�   member   should   be   sent   home   as   soon   as   possible,   and   the   
individual   should   be   isolated   from   other   sta�   and   students   until   they   can   go   home.     

  
Masks     
Due   to   the   makeup   of   our   schools   and   who   is   eligible   for   vaccines   we   will   not   achieve   80%   vaccination   rate   for   
any   building   therefore   universal   masking   for   students   and   adults   when   indoors   will   be   required.      

  



  

  
Masks,   when   required,   may   be   removed   when   needed   for   instructional   or   operational   purposes.     

  
Masks   are   currently   required   for   all   passengers   on   buses   per   federal   regulation,   regardless   of   age   or   vaccination   
status.     

  
Masks   are   not   required   outdoors   when   students   and   adults   are   able   to   practice   social   distancing.   

  
Guidance   will   be   updated   when   vaccine   eligibility   expands.     

  
Surveillance   Testing   
The   GISU   will   participate    in   regular   VT   AOE   Surveillance   testing   for   our   students   and   sta�.   We   will   publicize   
more   information   once   we   have   information   from   the   VT   AOE.      

  
Handwashing   
Frequent   hand   washing/sanitizing   is   encouraged   at   all   transitions.   

  
Busses   
We   are   requiring :     Masks   for   ALL   individuals   on    ALL   school   transportation,    Assigned   seats   and   daily   seating   
charts   with   last   names,   dates,   and   school   will   be   recorded   using   the   same   format   at   the   end   of   the   year.   Buses   will   
be   disinfected   after   each   route,   and   hand   sanitizer   will   be   on   the   bus.   

  
We   are   encouraging:    Windows   down   and   physical   distancing   on   the   bus   as   much   as   practicable   

  
Building   Use   
Outside   groups   will   not   be   permitted   to   use   schools   during   the   school   day.      
After   school   hours   building   use   is   on   hold   for   now.    After   school   care   programs   will   be   permitted   to   occur   in   
school   buildings   after   school   

  
Exterior   Spaces   
The   public   may   use   exterior   school   grounds.    Outdoor   recess   space/playgrounds   are   open.   

  
Visitors/Volunteers   
No   Visitors/Volunteers   at   this   time   during   the   school   day.    Co-curricular   activities   may   have   volunteers.    We   will   
support   the   mentoring   program.   

  
Sharing   Materials   
Sharing   of   materials   is   allowable,   however   we   recommend   limiting   the   sharing   of   materials   when   possible   
moving   forward.   

  
All   School   In-person   Meetings/Assemblies   
On   hold   until   further   notice.    We   recommend   virtual   student   assemblies.    Outdoor   group   meetings   can   be   



  

  
considered   on   a   case   by   case   basis.   

  
Field   Trips   
Will   be   considered   on   a   case   by   case   basis   and   will   require   approval   by   the   Principal   AND   Superintendent.      
No   overnight,   out   of   state   or   international   trips   until   further   notice.   

  
Library   
Resumes   pre-covid   procedures   and   protocol   

  
As   the   VT   AOE   and   VDH   release   more   guidance   our   procedures   will   be   updated.   

  
  
  
  

Community   Meeting   
Tonight’s   Community   Meeting   will   focus   on   welcoming   people   back   and   reviewing   the   current   VT   AOE   and   
VDH   Covid-19   guidance   and   the   superintendent’s   recommended   mitigation   strategies.    As   usual,   there   will   be   a   
time   for   community   members   to   ask   questions   and   share   their   experiences.    The   access   to   the   Superintendent’s   
weekly   Community   Meeting   is   available   below.      

  
Wednesday,   August   18,    2021,   6:00   p.m   
Join   with   Google   Meet   

meet.google.com/yzd-szwo-tqi   

Join   by   phone   

(US)   +1   573-349-3062   PIN:   810   989   343#   

    
  
  

Thank   you   for    helping   to   ensure   that   all   members   of   the   GISU   learning   community   are   curious,   creative,   
courageous,   and   capable   of   pursuing   their   aspirations   in   a   diverse   and   ever   changing   world.   
    

Sincerely,     
  

Mic����   J.   Cla��   
  

Michael   J.   Clark   
Grand   Isle   Supervisory   Union   
Superintendent   

https://meet.google.com/yzd-szwo-tqi?authuser=0&hs=122


  

  
25   August   2021   

  
Dear   Parents,   Guardians   &   Community   members,   

  
Happy   First   Day   of   School!   

  
Congratulations   2021   GISU   UVM   Outstanding   Teachers!   
At   our   opening   inservice   the   GISU   recognized   Dorothy   Sacca   (CIUUSD)    and   Michael   Bjella   (Alburgh   School   
District)    as   our   2021   UVM   Outstanding   Teachers.    Here   is   how   the   educator(s)   who   nominated   Dorothy   and   
Michael   described   them.   

  
Dorothy   Sacca   
Dorothy   has   been   and   continues   to   be   a   true   professional,   both   as   a   coworker   and   educator.    Dorothy   has   really   
adapted   to   her   new   role   teaching   5/6   math   and   science.    She   has   gone   above   and   beyond   to   ensure   that   students   
have   a   multi-sensory   experience.    Dorothy   incorporates   the   idea   of   multiple   intelligences   into   her   teaching.    She   
also   has   an   excellent   and   respectful   way   with   kids.    She   is   able   to   ensure   students   follow   classroom   expectations   
in   a   caring   way   that   never   embarrasses   students   in   front   of   their   peers.   She   always   individualizes   assignments   for   
those   struggling   learners    She   modi�es   the   work   in   a   way   that   does   not   single   out   those   students   among   their   
peers.    Dorothy   is   truly   an   outstanding   teacher.  

  
Michael   Bjella   
Michael    has   rejuvenated   our   band   program   through   COVID   .    He   has   gone   above   and   beyond   in   virtual   
lessons.    For   younger   students   he   promotes   the   love   of   music,   his   classroom   has   a   ZEN   feel,   he   makes   all   
comfortable.     Michael   has   expanded   our   music   program   during   a   pandemic.   He   is   student   orientated   and   
supports   our   school   community   in   so   many   ways.   He's   as   close   to   Mister   Rogers   as   I've   ever   met!     

  
Congratulations   Michael   and   Dorothy!   
  

Current   School   Guidance   and   Expectations   (Updated   8-25-2021)   
We   are   looking   forward   to   a   more   traditional   year.    Students   will   attend   in-person   �ve   days   a   week   with   
traditional   school   hours.    We   expect   to   operate   in   a   more   traditional   manner   with   less   restrictions.    However,   we   
will   continue   to   use   many   of   the   important   mitigation   strategies   which   kept   our   students,   faculty,   sta�,   and   
communities   safe.     The   Vermont   Agency   of   Education   in   collaboration   with   the   Vermont   Department   of   
Health   began   releasing   speci�c   guidelines   August   4,   2021;   and   has   indicated    they   will   continue   to   release   
guidance   in   the   near   future.    We   know   that   not   everyone   will   agree   with   all   of   the   guidelines   and   mitigation   
strategies   we   will   use   this   year.    Some   people   will   think   they   are   too   much   while   others   will   think   they   are   not   
enough.    Please   know   we   take   our   responsibility   to   keep   everyone   safe   seriously,   that   includes   balancing   physical   
safety   with   social   and   emotional   safety.    I   am   always   happy   to   talk   with   the   community   about   why   we   are   doing   
something   a   certain   way   and   to   consider   other   possibilities.    Often   the   strategies   we   use   are   interconnected   and   a   
change   to   one   will   have   an   impact   on   others.    We   believe   by   following   the   mitigation   plan   we   are   putting   in   
place,   it   will   be   more   likely   we   will   be   able   to   maintain   the   �ve   day   a   week   in-person   learning   schedule   we   start   



  

  
the   year   with.    The   following   are   the   recommendations   I   am   making   as   the    Superintendent   to   GISU   and   
member   Districts   to   follow   to   keep   our   students,   faculty,   sta�,   students   and   communities   safe.      

  
Stay   Home   When   Sick     
School   health   personnel   should   use   the   COVID-19   in   Pediatric   Patients   Flow   Chart   (Pre-K   –   Grade   12)   Triage,   
Evaluation,   Testing,   and   Return   to   School   in   partnership   with   pediatric   providers   and   families   to   guide   medical   
decision-making.   Students   and   sta�   who   are   sick   should   stay   home.   This   is   the   most   important   prevention   
message.     

  
All   students   and   sta�   should   stay   home   if   they:     
•   Show   symptoms   of   COVID-19;     
•   Have   a   fever   (temperature   greater   than   100.4°F);   or     
•   Are   currently   in   quarantine   due   to   close   contact   with   an   individual   with   COVID-19   or   in   isolation   due   to   
testing   positive   for   COVID-19.     

  
If   symptoms   begin   while   at   school,   the   student   or   sta�   member   should   be   sent   home   as   soon   as   possible,   and   the   
individual   should   be   isolated   from   other   sta�   and   students   until   they   can   go   home.     

  
Masks     
Due   to   the   makeup   of   our   schools   and   who   is   eligible   for   vaccines,   we   will   not   achieve   80%   vaccination   rate   for   
any   building   therefore   universal   masking   for   students   and   adults   when   indoors   will   be   required.      

  
Masks,   when   required,   may   be   removed   when   needed   for   instructional   or   operational   purposes.    *   1

  
Masks   are   currently   required   for   all   passengers   on   buses   per   federal   regulation,   regardless   of   age   or   vaccination   
status.     

  
Masks   are   not   required   outdoors   when   students   and   adults   are   able   to   practice   social   distancing.   

  
Guidance   will   be   updated   when   vaccine   eligibility   expands.     

  
Surveillance   Testing   
The   GISU   will   participate    in   regular   VT   AOE   Surveillance   testing   for   our   students   and   sta�.   We   will   publicize   
more   information   once   we   have   information   from   the   VT   AOE.      

  
Handwashing   
Frequent   hand   washing/sanitizing   is   encouraged   at   all   transitions.   

  
Busses   
We   are   requiring :     Masks   for   ALL   individuals   on    ALL   school   transportation,    Assigned   seats   and   daily   seating   

1   Not   Adopted   by   the   Alburgh   Board.   



  

  
charts   with   last   names,   dates,   and   school   will   be   recorded   using   the   same   format   at   the   end   of   the   year.   Buses   will   
be   disinfected   after   each   route,   and   hand   sanitizer   will   be   on   the   bus.   

  
We   are   encouraging:    Windows   down   and   physical   distancing   on   the   bus   as   much   as   practicable   

  
Building   Use   
Outside   groups   will   not   be   permitted   to   use   schools   during   the   school   day.      
After   school   hours   building   use   is   on   hold   for   now.    After   school   care   programs   will   be   permitted   to   occur   in   
school   buildings   after   school.  

  
Exterior   Spaces   
The   public   may   use   exterior   school   grounds.    Outdoor   recess   space/playgrounds   are   open.   

  
Visitors/Volunteers   
No   Visitors/Volunteers   at   this   time   during   the   school   day.    Co-curricular   activities   may   have   volunteers.    We   will   
support   the   mentoring   program.   

  
Sharing   Materials   
Sharing   of   materials   is   allowable,   however   we   recommend   limiting   the   sharing   of   materials   when   possible   
moving   forward.   

  
All   School   In-person   Meetings/Assemblies   
On   hold   until   further   notice.    We   recommend   virtual   student   assemblies.    Outdoor   group   meetings   can   be   
considered   on   a   case   by   case   basis.   

  
Field   Trips   
Will   be   considered   on   a   case   by   case   basis   and   will   require   approval   by   the   Principal   AND   Superintendent.      
No   overnight,   out   of   state   or   international   trips   until   further   notice.   

  
Library   
Resumes   pre-covid   procedures   and   protocol.   

  
Music   
GISU   will   follow   the    International   Coalition   Performing   Arts   Aerosol   Study   Updated   Guidelines .       2

  
  

As   the   VT   AOE   and   VDH   release   more   guidance   our   procedures   will   be   updated.   
  
  

2  *Not   currently   adopted   by   the   Alburgh   Board.   

https://www.nfhs.org/media/4717034/international-coalition-performing-arts-aerosol-study-july-2021-update-final.pdf


  

  
Contact   Tracing   
Please   see   this   8-20-2021   memo   for   current   VTAOE   and   VDH   Guidance     

  
Community   Meeting   
Tonight’s   Community   Meeting   will   focus   on   reviewing   the   current   VT   AOE   and   VDH   Covid-19   guidance   and   
the   superintendent’s   recommended   mitigation   strategies   with   a   focus   on   Contact   Tracing.    As   usual,   there   will   
be   a   time   for   community   members   to   ask   questions   and   share   their   experiences.    The   access   to   the   
Superintendent’s   weekly   Community   Meeting   is   available   below.      

  
Wednesday,   August   25,    2021,   6:00   p.m   
Join   with   Google   Meet   

meet.google.com/yzd-szwo-tqi   

Join   by   phone   

(US)   +1   573-349-3062   PIN:   810   989   343#   

    
Thank   you   for    helping   to   ensure   that   all   members   of   the   GISU   learning   community   are   curious,   creative,   
courageous,   and   capable   of   pursuing   their   aspirations   in   a   diverse   and   ever   changing   world.   
    

Sincerely,     
  

Mic����   J.   Cla��   
  

Michael   J.   Clark   
Grand   Isle   Supervisory   Union   
Superintendent   

https://education.vermont.gov/memo/covid-19-contact-tracing-for-fall-2021
https://meet.google.com/yzd-szwo-tqi?authuser=0&hs=122


  

  
1   September    2021   

  
Dear   Parents,   Guardians   &   Community   members,   

  
We   have   our   �rst   week   back   under   our   belts   and   the   schools   are   bustling!     

  
Surveillance   Testing   
The   VT   Agency   of   Education   (VTAOE)   and   VT   Department   of   Health   have   contracted   with   a   third   party   to   
provide   a   robust   surveillance   testing   program   for   students,   faculty   and   sta�.    GISU   was   selected   to   run   the   very   
�rst   pilot   of   the   new   system.    Last   week   we   tested   over   100   students,   faculty   and   sta�   at   Folsom   and   North   Hero.   
As   expected   with   pilots   of   this   nature   there   were   some   logistical   challenges   and   bugs   to   be   worked   out.    The   
good   news   is   more   than   99%   of   the   tests   were   successfully   tested   and   100%   of   the   results   were   negative.    We   will   
test   again   this   Friday   at   Folsom   and   North   Hero   and   anticipate   that   regular   testing   will   be   available   by   the   end   of   
September.     This   surveillance   testing   program   is   voluntary   and   students   will   only   be   tested   if   parents   opt   into   
the   program   and   sign   a   consent.   

  
  

Important   things   to   help   keep   students,   faculty,   sta�,   and   communities   safe:   
All   students   and   sta�   should   stay   home   if   they:     
•   Show   symptoms   of   COVID-19;     
•   Have   a   fever   (temperature   greater   than   100.4°F);   or     
•   Are   currently   in   quarantine   due   to   close   contact   with   an   individual   with   COVID-19   or   in   isolation   due   to   
testing   positive   for   COVID-19.     

  
If   symptoms   begin   while   at   school,   the   student   or   sta�   member   should   be   sent   home   as   soon   as   possible,   and   the   
individual   should   be   isolated   from   other   sta�   and   students   until   they   can   go   home.     

  
Wear   Masks     
Masks   are   required   for   all   people   at   GISU   Schools,   when   indoor.   as   well   as    when   students   and   adults   are   not   
able   to   practice   social   distancing   when   outside..   

  
Practice   Good   Hand   Hygiene   
Wash   and   sanitize   hands   frequently.   

  
Based   on   our   experiences   last   year,   most   cases   of   COVID   -19   are   not   transmitted   at   schools   and   following   these   
three   precautions   will   go   a   long   way   to   helping   slow   the   spread   of   the   virus   which   will   help   keep   the   schools   in   
session.    Thank   you   for   your   help!   

  
  
  



  

  
New   Superintendent   Guidance   for   COVID   19   Safety   Protocols  
Over   the   last   couple   of   weeks   I’ve   been   sharing   the   Safety   Protocols   GISU   will   follow   to   keep   students,   faculty,   
and   sta�   safe.    In   addition   to   those   protocols   this   I’m   sharing   information   about   what   we   will   do   when   positive   
cases   are   at   schools   

  

  
Community   Meeting   
Tonight’s   Community   Meeting   will   focus   on   What   is   a   Close   Contact   at   School?    We   will   record   this   
information   and   post   it   to   our   COVID   Communications   link   at    www.gisu.org .     As   usual,   there   will   be   a   time   
for   community   members   to   ask   questions   and   share   their   experiences.    The   access   to   the   Superintendent’s   
weekly   Community   Meeting   is   available   below.      

  
Wednesday,   September   1,    2021,   6:00   p.m   
Join   with   Google   Meet   

meet.google.com/yzd-szwo-tqi   

Join   by   phone   

(US)   +1   573-349-3062   PIN:   810   989   343#   

    

Contract   
Tracing   

Guidelines   

GISU   will   participate   in   contract   tracing   and   will   rely   on   guidance   from   the   Vermont   
Department   of   Health.     Please   see   this   8-20-2021   memo   for   current   VTAOE   and   VDH   
Guidance     

Quarantining   
Guidelines   

GISU   will   follow   quarantining   guidelines   as   recommended/required   from   the   VT   
Department   of   Health   and   Agency   of   Education.    Some   resources   provided   in   the   8-20-2021   
VT   AOE   Memo   as   well   as    this   section   of   the   VDH   website .   

“Remote   
Learning”   
Procedures   

Schools   will   support   students   as   appropriate   within   the   rules   and   regulations   as   promulgated   
by   the   State   Board   of   Education   

  
It   is   important   to   note   that   as   of   9-1-2021   based   on   the   Vermont   State   Board   of   Education   

Rules   the   Vermont   Secretary   of   Education   has   explicitly   stated   that   students   who   need   to   
quarantine   (either   because   they   are   a   close   contact,   have   tested   positive   for   the   virus,   or   have   to   

stay   home   due   to   having   symptoms   of   the   virus)   will   not   count   towards   being   in   school.    In   other   
words   there   is   not   a   remote   option   for   learning   in   Vermont   Schools   this   year.    If   Vermont   Schools  

do   not   have   an   attendance   rate   of   more   than   50%   on   any   given   day,   the   day   does   not   count   
towards   the   statute   requirement   of   175   days.    In   all   likelihood   if   a   GISU   school   was   at   less   than   
50%   attendance   we   would   have   to   close   for   the   day   and   make   it   up   if   it   caused   us   to   go   below   175   

days.   

http://www.gisu.org/
https://meet.google.com/yzd-szwo-tqi?authuser=0&hs=122
https://education.vermont.gov/memo/covid-19-contact-tracing-for-fall-2021
https://education.vermont.gov/memo/covid-19-contact-tracing-for-fall-2021
https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/your-community/prek-12-schools


  

  
Thank   you   for    helping   to   ensure   that   all   members   of   the   GISU   learning   community   are   curious,   creative,   
courageous,   and   capable   of   pursuing   their   aspirations   in   a   diverse   and   ever   changing   world.   
    

Sincerely,     
  

Michael   J.   Clark   
  

Michael   J.   Clark   
Grand   Isle   Supervisory   Union   
Superintendent   



  

  

1   September   2021   

Dear   GISU   Learning   Community:     

Today,   we   learned   that   a   member   of   the   South   Hero   learning   community   has   a   presumed   positive   
case   of   Covid-19.    Thank   you   for   understanding   that,   due   to   medical   privacy   laws,   we   are   not   
able   to   release   the   name   of   the   individual   with   COVID-19.   We   ask   for   compassion   and   
sensitivity   for   all   those   involved.   We   are   closely   monitoring   this   situation   and   will   provide   you   
with   updated   information   as   it   becomes   available.   

We   have   contacted   anyone   we   believe   was   a   close   contact.      Close   contact   means   being   within   
six   feet,   or   two   meters,   for   a   total   of   15   minutes   or   more   over   a   24-hour   period   while   the   person   
was   infectious.   A   person’s   infectious   period   starts   two   days   before   any   symptoms   began   (or   for   
people   without   any   symptoms,   two   days   before   the   day   they   got   tested)   and   continues   until   they   
are   recovered.   

The   most   important   things   you   can   do:   

·           Make   sure   your   child   is   wearing     a   mask    when   recommended   or   required.   

·           Make   sure   your   child   is     washing   their   hands .   

·           Keep   your   child   home   if   they   are   sick.   

·           Call   your   primary   care   provider   if   you   or   your   child   has     symptoms   of   COVID-19 .   

·           Make   sure   that   your   children   get   vaccinated   when   they   are   eligible.    Find   a   location   near   you.   

   People   who   may   have   been   exposed   have   been   notified:   

Anyone   who   is   not   fully   vaccinated   and   was   in     close   contact    with   the   person   who   tested   positive   
may   have   been   exposed   to   the   virus   and   was   asked   to   quarantine,   which   means   staying   home   
and   away   from   other   people   for   up   to   14   days.   Read   more   about     what   it   means   to   quarantine .   

    

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/vaccine/getting-covid-19-vaccine
https://apps.health.vermont.gov/COVID/faq/#4575
https://apps.health.vermont.gov/COVID/faq/#4575
https://www.healthvermont.gov/aboutclosecontact#quarantine
https://www.healthvermont.gov/aboutclosecontact#quarantine


Anyone   who   is   fully   vaccinated   or   has   recovered   from   COVID-19   within   the   past   3   months   and   
was   in   close   contact   with   the   person   who   tested   positive   does   not   need   to   quarantine   unless   
they   develop   symptoms.   

    

Learn   more   about   what   happens   when   there   is   a   case   in   a   school.   

    

Supporting   our   learning   community   

In   order   to   maintain   everyone’s   privacy,   we   cannot   disclose   who   in   our   community   has   tested   
positive.   Remember   that   we   are   all   at   risk   of   getting   this   virus.   These   “COVID-19   cases”   are   our   
friends   and   family,   and   we   need   to   be   understanding   and   supportive.   People   with   COVID-19   
often   experience   uncomfortable   symptoms   and   emotional   stress.   Instead   of   participating   in   
speculation   or   gossip,   offer   to   help   community   members   who   are   affected   by   quarantine.   With   
creative   action   from   all   of   us,   we   will   get   through   this   period   of   anxiety   and   disruption.   We   thank   
you   for   your   investment   in   the   health   and   wellbeing   of   our   school   community.   

    

What   is   COVID-19?   

A   coronavirus   that   causes   COVID-19,   which   is   an   illness   that   was   discovered   in   2019.   
Coronaviruses   are   a   type   of   virus   that   are   named   for   the   crown-like   spikes   on   their   surface.   
There   are   many   kinds   of   coronaviruses   including   some   that   cause   respiratory   illnesses,   like   the   
common   cold.   The   specific   symptoms   of   COVID-19   include:     

·           Fever   or   chills   

·           Cough   

·           Shortness   of   breath   or   difficulty   breathing   

·           Fatigue   

·           Muscle   or   body   aches   

·           Headache   

·           New   loss   of   taste   or   smell   

·           Sore   throat   

·           Congestion   or   runny   nose   

·           Nausea   or   vomiting   

https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/COVID-19-ContactTracing-Actions-School-Care.pdf


·           Diarrhea   

    

How   does   COVID-19   spread?   

COVID-19   spreads   when   a   person   infected   with   COVID-19   breathes   out   droplets   and   very   small   
particles   that   contain   the   virus   when   they   cough,   sneeze,   sing,   talk,   or   breathe.   People   who   are   
closer   than   6   feet   (or   2   meters)   from   the   person   with   COVID-19   are   most   likely   to   get   infected.   
You   can   get   COVID-19   if   these   droplets   or   particles   are   breathed   in,   land   on   your   eyes   nose   or   
mouth,   or   get   on   your   hands,   and   then   you   touch   your   eyes,   nose   or   mouth.   

Vaccines   are   the   best   way   to   protect   your   child   against   COVID-19.   When   your   child   is   fully   
vaccinated,   they   are   much   less   likely   to   get   sick   and   less   likely   to   spread   the   virus   to   others.   
Everyone   who   is   eligible   for   the   COVID-19   vaccine   should   get   vaccinated.   It’s   free,   quick   and   
easy.   Talk   with   your   child’s   health   care   provider   if   you   have   questions   or   find   a   vaccine   site   near   
you   at     healthvermont.gov/MyVaccine .   Everyone,   including   children   who   can’t   be   vaccinated,   can   
take   prevention   steps   to   protect   themselves   and   others.   Learn   more   at   
healthvermont.gov/StaySafeVT .   

How   can   parents   and   guardians   help   prevent   COVID-19   from   spreading?     

·           If   your   child   is   sick,   keep   them   home.   

·           Make   sure   members   of   your   household   wash   their   hands   often   using   soap   and   water   for   20   
seconds.   

·           Make   sure   every   member   of   your   household   covers   their   coughs   and   sneezes   with   a   tissue   
or   their   elbow,   and   then   washes   their   hands   afterwards.   

·           Wear   a   mask   in   public   when   you   cannot   stay   6   feet   apart   from   other   people.   

    

We   are   working   with   the   Health   Department   to   keep   our   community   safe.   

·           We   are   working   closely   with   the   Health   Department   and   following   their   recommendations   to   
keep   our   community   safe.   

·           We   will   cleaned   and   disinfected   theFolsom   School   per   the   Health   Department   guidance.   

·           Sick   employees   and   children   will   not   return   to   work   until   they   are   healthy.   

    

Learn   more   about     getting   tested   in   Vermont .   

    

http://www.healthvermont.gov/MyVaccine
http://www.healthvermont.gov/MyVaccine
http://www.healthvermont.gov/StaySafeVT
http://www.healthvermont.gov/StaySafeVT
https://www.healthvermont.gov/response/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-covid-19
https://www.healthvermont.gov/response/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-covid-19


We   will   continue   to   communicate   changes   and   updates   with   you.   With   your   participation,   we   
believe   we   can   create   a   safe   and   fun   experience   for   your   children.     

    

If   you   have   any   questions,   please   feel   free   to   reach   out   to   Susan   McKelvie,   Folsom   Principal,   
Kristie   Barber,   GISU   District   Nurse   and   Covid   Coordinator,   or   Michael   Clark,   GISU   
Superintendent   at   any   time.   

  

Sincerely,   

  

Mic����   J.   Cla�� Sus��   Mc�e���� Kri����   Bar���   
Michael   J.   Clark Susan   McKelvie Kristie   Barber   

GISU   Superintendent Folsom   Principal GISU   District   Nurse   
  


