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Dear Folsom Families, August 25, 2022

We are now less than a week away from reopening school for the 22-23 school year on
Wednesday the 31st for grades 1-8. Staff officially return tomorrow, Friday, for in-service training
and preparing to welcome your children back to school. We hope the summer has been a time
of happy memory-making for you and your children. As we begin the mental shift into a new
school year, there are a couple of informational reminders I want to send your way.

● Registration packet: please fill out forms and send them in with your child the first day.
○ Free and Reduced Lunch Form: This year, breakfast and lunch are free through a

federal grant. However, in order for us to recover the cost, all parents are
requested to fill out the form EVEN IF YOU KNOW YOU WON’T QUALIFY. The
amount of money we are reimbursed will depend on the number of parents who
complete that form, not the number of people who qualify. The info on the form is
confidential. Thank you in advance for taking the time to do that!

○ Make sure you have clearly named individuals who may pick up your children.
We will not release children to anyone, whether we know them or not, if they are
not on your designated list - unless we have direct permission from you in writing
or via a phone call to Sue McNayr.

○ If at any time your contact info changes, please let Mrs. McNayr know. And
please, periodically clean out your voicemail box. Nothing is more frustrating than
a sick kid in the health office and the parent voicemail is full.

● COVID Guidelines (per the state):
○ Masks optional-students should bring their own if they choose to wear one.
○ Rapid tests will be offered only to symptomatic students. We don’t have extras.

We will be sending a form for your permission to test your child at school. That
should be ready to go soon and will come via email.

○ Students with symptoms of illness will be sent home with or without a positive
test. If your child has seasonal allergies, we need a doctor’s note. Otherwise we
may be sending them home regularly and neither of us will be very happy!

○ If a child tests positive they will stay home for 5 days and then may return if they
are symptom-free. Our school nurse will be the judge of “symptom-free.”

● Middle School Soccer: If you intend to have your child play this fall, you should have
already registered and scheduled their physical. A mandatory parent meeting is at 6 pm
on the first day of school and practices begin on day 2. Only students who have
completed registration and the physical may participate in practices. Go to our school
website at gofolsom.org and click on the Athletics icon. Email AD Nick Pillsbury with
questions at npillsbury@gisu.org.
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● SCHOOL HOURS:
○ Doors open for student arrival at 7:45. Instruction begins at 8 a.m. Please do not

park in the drop-off line. If you need to walk your child to the front door or speak
to someone in the office, please park in the parking lot.

○ Students arriving after 8 a.m. are tardy and must check in at the office.
○ The kitchen will not be able to serve hot breakfast to students who are tardy.
○ Dismissal is at 3 p.m. Bus students are dismissed first, then parent pickup in the

rear of the building by the playground.
● SCHOOL WEBSITE Our website is where a lot of school information is accessible,

including our Family Handbook which has lots of helpful info. I highly recommend you
skim through it so when you need it you’ll know where to look. Please especially look at
bus rules, clothing expectations and how to sign up to volunteer at school. Our website is
on a new platform this year and I’m still figuring it out, but I think we have what we need
to start the year. There is also an app for your phone that you can download to get
notifications on your phone. More info on that next week.

This time of year is a mixture of anxiety and excitement for students, parents and staff alike. The
last two+ years of a pandemic have increased those feelings. But we know that once we’re all
past the hurdle of that first day, the routines and friendships will calm any nerves. We are here
to partner with you, not make your life harder. So please call or email if we can support you or
answer a question. Enjoy these final days of another beautiful Vermont summer and we will see
you next week!

Susan McKelvie, Principal
802-372-6600 ext 3
smckelvie@gisu.org
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