
Ojai Unified School District 

414 East Ojai Avenue, P.O. Box 878, Ojai, CA 93024 

(805) 640-4300 • Fax (805) 640-4419 • www.ojaiusd.org 
 

Administration  Board of Education 

Andrew Cantwell, Superintendent  Thayne Whipple, President 

Sherrill Knox, Ed.D, Assistant Superintendent Educational Services  Shelly Griffen, Vice President 

 Jane Weil, Clerk 

 Kevin Ruf, Member 

 Michael Shanahan, Member 
 

Connecting students to success. 

  

March 28, 2019 

Many members of the Ojai community have been following the Ojai Unified School District's progress in the search 

for a new superintendent to replace Andrew Cantwell who announced he would be leaving the District this summer 

in order to move with his family to Texas.   

On March 13 the Board held a public forum to hear the community's thoughts on what strengths they felt were 

important to look for in the next superintendent. On March 23rd, the Board held interviews with three finalists for 

the position in a panel forum in which a broad representation of the Ojai community participated.  The interviews 

were followed by a closed session discussion. 

No formal action has yet been taken.  However, we have narrowed the field to a single candidate, Dr. Tiffany Morse, 

current Executive Director of Career Education at the Ventura County Office of Education.  

We have directed staff to enter into contract negotiations with this finalist.  A contract for employment as the 

District’s next Superintendent will be considered in the open session at the upcoming Board Meeting specially 

called for April 8
th

. The contract will be subject to review by the members of the public. 

Dr. Morse began her career as a math, science and technology teacher, and then she moved on to the State's 

Department of Education as a Division Consultant for English Learner and Curriculum Support.  Most recently, she 

has been directing the Career and Technical Education for Ventura County where she led the design, development 

and implementation of CTE programs in partnership with every district and high school in the county. Her duties 

included overseeing the Career Education Center, where enrollment has increased under her tenure from 2,500 

student to more than 4,000. She brought more than $35 million in new funding to VC schools through grant funding 

and business partnerships.  Dr. Morse holds a California Association of School Business Officials certificate and a 

CA Crosscultural Language and Academic Certificate.  She was awarded the 2018 Latino Leadership Award from 

El Concilio del Condado de Ventura and the 2017 STEM Champion Award from VC STEM Network. 

We are excited about Dr. Morse's proven record of leading organizational innovation, driving strategic initiatives, 

and her commitment to community outreach and grant funding.   We believe her commitment to innovation in 

education and her desire to focus resources and vision into service and creativity within our District will be a great 

fit for our schools and community. 
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