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The Board of Education shall establish student entrance age requirements which are consistent 

with Wisconsin Statute, sound educational practices, and which ensure equitable treatment. 

 

Children who meet the entrance age requirements shall be enrolled in four-year-old kindergarten 

(prekindergarten, junior kindergarten), five-year-old kindergarten, and/or first grade at the 

beginning of the school year as appropriate to the conditions below. 

 

1. Four-year-old Kindergarten  

a. A child must be four years of age on or before September 1st in the year he or she seeks 

admission to four-year-old kindergarten. 

b. No exceptions will be made to the requirement that a child must be four years of age on or 

before September 1st in the year he or she seeks admission to four-year-old kindergarten. 

 

2.  Five-year-old Kindergarten 

A child is eligible for entrance into five-year-old kindergarten when the student attains the 

age of five (5) on or before September 1 of the year in which the student applies for entrance 

and meets residence requirements. The child may not be placed in an alternative program 

without permission of the parent. 

 

3. First Grade 

A child must be six (6) years of age on or before September 1 in the year in which the student 

enrolls. A student must have completed a five-year-old kindergarten program or must receive 

a waiver of this requirement. 

 

The following students are eligible to receive a waiver: 

a. Any student who has moved to the District from another state or country where 

completion of a five-year old kindergarten program is a prerequisite to enrollment in first 

grade and that student has received a waiver of the requirement in his or her prior state or 

country. 

b. Any student who has moved to the District from another state or country that does not 

require the completion of 5-year old kindergarten prior to enrollment in first grade. 

c. Any student who at the discretion of administration in consultation with the first grade 

teacher(s) of the District determines that the student has demonstrated sufficient aptitude 

in all core competencies normally required of kindergarten students in the District upon 

completion of the kindergarten program. 

d. The evaluation team shall perform any required testing to establish the student’s 

academic capabilities and shall prepare a written evaluation that either grants or denies 

the waiver and provides explanation as to the decision. 

 



Early Admission 

Parents who feel that their child would benefit by early admission to five-year-old kindergarten 

or first grade may apply in accordance in the following criteria: 

1. The child must be five-years old on or before October 1 of that year for five-year-old 

kindergarten or six-years old on or before October 1 of that year for first grade. 

2. Application shall be made by the parent to the local school District Administrator by April 1 

of the preceding school year. 

3. A personal interview by the principal shall be held to determine the parent's reasons for 

requesting entrance prior to the legal age. 

4. An evaluation of the child's potential to benefit from early admission to school shall be 

required. The evaluation shall consider academic advancement, emotional stability, social 

and mental maturity, and physical health, but shall not discriminate on the basis of disability 

or handicap. The individual evaluation shall be conducted by a certified school psychologist 

in conjunction with other pupil service workers. The evaluation shall be at no cost to the 

parents. 

 

Areas Evaluated and Eligible Criteria: 

a. Intellectual Functioning - student must score at the 98th percentile or above in overall 

intellectual functioning. 

b. Communication Functioning (Expressive and Receptive Language Skills) - students must 

score at the 98th percentile or above in both expressive and receptive language skill areas 

respectively. 

c. Fine Motor Functioning - student must score at the 98th percentile or above. 

d. Social/Emotional Functioning - student must have an overall adaptive behavior score at 

the 98th percentile or above as well as a social composite score at the 98th percentile or 

above.  

 

5. After the evaluation has been completed, the elementary principal will review the 

information and will make the decision to grant or deny the exemption. 

6. After the evaluation has been completed, the elementary principal will schedule a conference 

with the parents to share the decision and evaluation information. 

7. The decision of the elementary principal may be appealed in writing to the District 

Administrator who has the final authority of deciding whether or not the child is to be 

exempted from kindergarten. 

 

Further, pursuant to the authority vested in the State Superintendent of Public Instruction by 

Section 115.28(8), Wisconsin Statutes, the following conditions and standards are determined 

locally based on specific criteria of the school district:  

1. The child is superior in the full range of abilities and needs including social, emotional, 

physical, and mental maturity; or, 

2. The child has been evaluated by an IEP Team and determined not to have an exceptional 

educational need, but would benefit from an early intervention program; or, 
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