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In general, medication should be administered to school children by parents at home. The school 

district acknowledges, however, that certain students may require prescribed or non-prescribed 

medication(s) during the school day to function as near to his/her potential as possible. 

 

Under exceptional circumstances, medication may be administered by school personnel under 

the appropriate rules relating to medication procedures. 

 

The older and reliable student may assume the responsibility of self-administration of medication 

him/herself with the written approval of the parent(s)/guardian(s) and the physician. 

 

The district is not responsible for self-administration of medication by pupils who do not have 

active parental and physician consent forms on file with school administration. 
 

Definitions:  

1. "Administer" means the direct application of a nonprescription drug product or prescription 

drug, whether by injection, ingestion or other means, to the human body. 

2. "Drug" means any substance recognized as a drug in the official U.S. pharmacopoeia and 

national formulary or official homeopathic pharmacopoeia of the United States or any 

supplement to either of them. 

3. "Drug product" means a specific drug or drugs in a specific dosage form and strength from a 

known source of manufacture. 

4. "Epinephrine auto-injector" means a device used for the automatic injection of epinephrine 

into the human body. 

5. "Health care professional" means a person licensed as an emergency medical technician 

under §256.15, a person certified as a first responder under §256.15 (8) or any person 

licensed, certified, permitted or registered under §441 or §446 to §449. 

6. “Professional Nurse” is a nurse who has a certificate of registration under §441.06r who is 

licensed as a registered nurse in a party state, as defined in §441.50 (2) (j) who performs for 

compensation of any act in the observation or care of the ill, injured, or infirm, or for the 

maintenance of health or prevention of illness of others, that requires substantial nursing 

skill, knowledge, or training, or application of nursing principles based on biological, 

physical, and social sciences, herein referred to as the School Nurse. 

7. "High degree of negligence" means criminal negligence, as defined in §939.25 (1). 

8. "Nonprescription drug product" means any nonnarcotic drug product which may be sold 

without a prescription order and which is prepackaged for use by consumers and labeled in 

accordance with the requirements of state and federal law. 

9. "Practitioner" means any physician, dentist, optometrist, physician assistant, advanced 

practice nurse prescriber, or podiatrist licensed in any state. 

10. "Prescription drug" has the meaning specified in §450.01 (20). 

11. “Delegation” is the process for a nurse to direct another person to perform nursing tasks and 

activities. 



 

In all instances where prescription medication is to be administered under this policy, the 

practitioner prescribing the medication has the power to direct, supervise, decide, inspect, and 

oversee the administration of such medication. 

 

No prescription medication shall be given to a student by any employee of the District unless the 

following have been received in the school where the medication will be administered: 

1. Written instructions from the prescribing practitioner for the administration of the prescribed 

medication. Such instructions shall be signed by the prescribing practitioner. 

2. Written instructions should include: 

a. the name of the drug, 

b. the dose,  

c. approximate time it is to be taken,  

d. the diagnosis or reason the medication is needed, 

e. a list of adverse effects that may be reasonably expected,  

f. contraindications to administering the medication. 

3. A written statement from the prescribing practitioner which identifies the specific conditions 

and circumstances under which contact should be made with him or her in relation to the 

condition or reactions of the student receiving the medications, and reflects a willingness on 

the part of the healthcare provider to accept direct communications from the person 

administering the medication. 

4. A written statement from the parent/legal guardian authorizing school personnel to give 

medication whether the dosage is prescribed by the practitioner or an over-the counter 

medication and authorizing school personnel to contact the practitioner directly.  

5. A written authorization form from a healthcare practitioner for an over-the-counter 

medication that is to be given daily for greater than 10 days. 

6. Written approval from the pupil’s practitioner for the administration of a nonprescription 

drug product in a dosage other than the recommended therapeutic dose.  

7. Written approval from pupil’s practitioner is required for administration of any medication 

product that contains aspirin.  

8. Whenever possible, parents should hand-deliver prescribed and over-the-counter medication 

to the school office.  The School Nurse or administrator reserves the right to require parents 

to bring medicine in as necessary. (A separate policy and procedure are required for the 

administration of stock over the counter medications).  

9. Authorization for prescription and over the counter medication must be obtained annually 

and when changes occur. (Annual authorization for prescription and over the counter 

medications will be valid for students attending summer school).  

  

 

LEGAL REFERENCE:  Sections §118.29  Wisconsin Statutes 

       §118.291 

§118.292 

§118.2925 

§254.47 

     PI 8.01 (2) (g), Wisconsin Administrative Code  


