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Junior High students are assigned four core courses, a health and PE
course, two explore blocks of classes, and are required to take a music

course. This makes up 8 courses in a day. The exploratory blocks of classes
are quarters in length, meaning students will take 8 exploratory classes by

the end of the school year. For music junior high students can choose
between taking choir, band, or both. At the end of the 6th grade school year,
teachers will make recommendations for which math course will take in 7th
grade. More information can be found in the course descriptions about this,
along with the math track used for senior high school. Below is a description

of the courses for junior high students.

PROMOTION AND RETENTION:  (Board Policy 6430)
The Board of Education acknowledges that the awarding of marks and decisions relative to promotion
or retention of students shall be a serious responsibility of teacher and administrators. Parents should
be consulted as soon as possible when retention is pending.

All students in seventh and eighth grade must successfully complete each required course. If
required courses are not successfully completed, students will have to retake those junior high
courses until passed. Students who fail elective courses may be required to retake each course
failed. The teacher, guidance counselor, and principal will determine if a student will be required to
retake an elective junior high course.

Seventh Grade: English Social Studies
Math Science

Eighth Grade: English Social Studies
Math Science

*Exceptions may be made for students who have special needs and/or who are enrolled in special
programs.



JUNIOR HIGH COURSES

GRADE 7

ENGLISH 7 - FULL YEAR
Seventh grade English covers basic skills in grammar, writing, reading both fiction and nonfiction
texts, public speaking, research, and vocabulary. Emphasis is placed on sentence structure,
research skills, using evidence to support an answer, editing, elements of fiction, and organizational
patterns. Students will write longer essays and research papers; read short stories, novels, and
articles; and learn Greek and Latin Roots in vocabulary. Grammar will be taught in-context as
students practice their writing skills.

MATH 7 - FULL YEAR
Seventh grade Math is a course for all seventh graders that reviews previously learned topics such
as adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing whole numbers, decimals, fractions and mixed
numbers; geometry, number theory, ratios, and percent’s. Topics such as pre-algebra, proportions,
and integers are introduced. Students will prepare for eighth grade classes of Pre-algebra 8 or Math
8.

PRE-ALGEBRA 7 - FULL YEAR
Pre-Algebra is designed to help students prepare for Algebra I. Students are selected for this course
based on 6th grade aptitude, homework history and behavior. Topics covered include integers,
equations, inequalities, rational numbers, functions, graphing, statistics, and introductory Geometry.
At completion, students will be prepared for Algebra 8. MAPS scores, NESA results and teacher
input, will determine placement in this course.

SCIENCE 7 - FULL YEAR
JH Science consists of seven units each year in which they will figure out the unit’s anchoring
phenomena, gain an understanding of the unit’s disciplinary core ideas, develop experience with the
science and engineering practices, and make linkages across topics through the crosscutting
concepts as they do so. Students will be do hands-on activities, record observations from digital
Simulations, annotate scientific articles, watch engaging media, craft visualizations of their
understanding via the modeling tools, participate in classroom conversations, draft persuasive
scientific arguments, and complete a variety of formative assessments along the way to assess their
growth over a unit. Each unit culminates with a Science Seminar and final writing activity, which gives
students the opportunity to apply what they’ve learned throughout the course of the unit.

7th Grade Units:
Geology on Mars
Plate Motion
Rock Transformations
Phase Change
Chemical Reaction
Populations & Resources
Matter and Energy in Ecosystems



SOCIAL STUDIES 7 - YEAR
Social Studies 7 focuses on a regional examination of geography, civics, economics, and history of
post-classical societies. The purpose of studying these different regions and eras is to develop an
understanding of major factors influencing our world today.  The course guides students in exploring
the connection between historical developments and contemporary global issues.

HEALTH 7 - FULL YEAR
Health is a class designed to introduce healthful behaviors to students. The student will be going over
areas such as: mental health, family and social health, exercise and fitness, safety and first aid, and
community environment.  This class is set up for student interaction with many hands-on activities.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 7 - FULL YEAR
Physical Education seven is required of all seventh grade students. The class is coeducational and
includes a variety of experiences based on physical activities.

ART 7 (Exploratory Block Class)  - NINE-WEEK COURSE
This course is a 9-week introductory class focusing on the study of the elements of art, principles of
design, art terminology, techniques and history. A few of the media students will explore are
tempera, graphite, oil pastels, and clay. Projects students will complete including but are not limited
to a tempera painting, large graph drawing, clay and a design problem.

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE GRADE 7 (Exploratory Block Class) - NINE WEEK COURSE
Students will be introduced to the basics of hand and machine sewing skills, including pressing,
stitching, & embroidery. Students are required to purchase a back sack sewing kit & will also
complete a pillow during the course.

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY 7 (Exploratory Block Class) - NINE WEEK COURSE
Seventh grade Industrial Technology is a twelve week “traditional” course including units in
Mechanical Drawing, Computer Aided Drafting, planning, and safety and woodworking.

CAREERS 7 (Exploratory Block Class) - NINE-WEEK COURSE
This 9-week course is organized by three themes - Making it My Choice, A World of Options and
Charting a Direction - with culminating individual and group projects. Students will define career
clusters and pathways, describe examples of career readiness, utilize self-assessments to better
understand interests, establish a career portfolio and create a personal learning plan to provide
direction to high school and post-high school activities.



COMPUTER APPLICATIONS 7 (Exploratory Block Class) - NINE WEEK COURSE
Students will be introduced to the keyboard using Microtype Multimedia software. During the first 6
weeks of the course the student will learn the entire keyboard. Following that the students will work
on accuracy drills and finish the semester learning how to type using the top row number keys.

JH READING 7 (Exploratory Block Class) - NINE WEEK COURSE
JH Reading is a quarter-long exploratory class that dives deeper into reading strategies and
comprehension. 7th graders focus on figurative language, along with its meanings and uses. Students
will read poetry and verse novels to help practice analyzing figurative language for meaning and
intent. Quizzes, projects, presentations, and discussions will be used to assess student knowledge.

JH SPEECH 7 (Exploratory Block Class) - NINE WEEK COURSE
JH Speech is a quarter-long exploratory class that introduces students to public speaking. Students
focus on writing and performing platform and acting presentations. Students also learn to use
research and their own knowledge to inform an audience, use visual aids, and create meaningful
events through acting. Through public speaking, students learn to deal with fears of stage fright to
prepare them for their high school classes.

JH EXPLORATORY SPANISH 7 (Exploratory Block Class) - NINE WEEK COURSE
Using the SOMOS curriculum, the course will introduce students to Spanish language and culture
through reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Students will be exposed to Spanish-speaking
cultures through songs, articles, stories, and other opportunities.



GRADE 8
ENGLISH 8 - FULL YEAR
Eighth grade English focuses on developing the students’ skills in both reading and writing. The
students will increase their knowledge and use of the traits of writing, with special emphasis on
descriptive writing. The students will also review and deepen their understanding of literary
terminology and apply this knowledge to read, analyze, and discuss short stories, a play, poetry, and
three to four novels. All of these skills will help the students be prepared for high school English
classes and the NSCAS English Language Arts test.

PRE-ALGEBRA 8 - FULL YEAR
Pre-Algebra is designed to help students prepare for Algebra I. Topics covered include integers,
equations, inequalities, rational numbers, functions, graphing, statistics, and introductory Geometry.
At completion, students will be prepared for either Algebra I or Algebra Readiness.

ALGEBRA 8 - FULL YEAR
For students who have their basic skills mastered, Algebra 8 provides the skills needed to work with
variables, equations and algebraic expressions. These topics are covered: basic language of
Algebra; operations with all real numbers; polynomials and factoring; working with fractions; systems
of open sentences in two variables; absolute value, proofs, functions, properties of number systems,
and rational and irrational numbers. At completion students will be prepared for Geometry.

SCIENCE 8 - FULL YEAR
JH Science consists of seven units each year in which they will figure out the unit’s anchoring
phenomena, gain an understanding of the unit’s disciplinary core ideas, develop experience with the
science and engineering practices, and make linkages across topics through the crosscutting
concepts as they do so. Students will be do hands-on activities, record observations from digital
Simulations, annotate scientific articles, watch engaging media, craft visualizations of their
understanding via the modeling tools, participate in classroom conversations, draft persuasive
scientific arguments, and complete a variety of formative assessments along the way to assess their
growth over a unit. Each unit culminates with a Science Seminar and final writing activity, which gives
students the opportunity to apply what they’ve learned throughout the course of the unit.

8th Grade Units:
Harnessing Human Energy
Force and Motion
Magnetic Fields
Light Waves
Earth, Moon, and Sun
Natural Selection
Evolutionary History

SOCIAL STUDIES 8 - FULL YEAR
Eighth Grade Social Studies includes the study of American History from early exploration through
the Civil War and Reconstruction. The heritage of America is studied through a variety of viewpoints
from various ethnic and cultural groups. The course also includes a study of Nebraska including
history, geography, and current issues.



HEALTH 8 - FULL YEAR
Students will spend this quarter exploring topics like peer pressure & effective ways to say no. They
will also discover personal ways to prevent gossip and develop quality friendships. Students will
discuss media influence on their personal choices.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 8 - SEMESTER
Physical Education eight is required of all eighth grade students. The class is coeducational and
includes a variety of experiences based on physical activities.

ART 8 (Exploratory Block Class)  - NINE-WEEK COURSE
This course is a 9-week introductory class focusing on the study of the elements of art, principles of
design, art terminology, techniques and history. A few of the media students will explore are
tempera, graphite, oil pastels, and clay. Projects students will complete including but are not limited
to a tempera painting, large graph drawing, clay and a design problem.

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE 8 - (Exploratory Block Class) - NINE WEEK COURSE
Students are introduced to the basics of nutrition and review kitchen math skills. Students will learn
basic baking techniques and cooking terms. Food preparation will include units on the versatility of
eggs, various types of cookies, and several different casseroles during the course.

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY 8 - (Exploratory Block Class) - NINE WEEK COURSE
This is a twelve-week “modular” course including units in Mechanical Drawing, Computer Aided
Drafting, Truss Bridge Construction, CO2 Car Testing, CAD/CAM/CNC Mill, Robotics and wood lathe.

CAREERS 8 (Exploratory Block Class) - NINE-WEEK COURSE
This 9-week course is organized by three themes - Making it My Choice, A World of Options and
Charting a Direction - with culminating individual and group projects. Students will define career
clusters and pathways, describe examples of career readiness, utilize self-assessments to better
understand interests, establish a career portfolio and create a personal learning plan to provide
direction to high school and post-high school activities.

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS 8 - (Exploratory Block Class) - NINE WEEK COURSE
Students will continue to work with Microtype Multimedia to learn the keyboard just as she/he did in
seventh grade. After reviewing the keyboard, students will complete lessons covering the numeric
keyboard, followed by lessons to build speed along with accuracy. Students will be introduced to the
10 key calculator and  will finish the semester with document formatting, and proofreading.



JH READING 8 - (Exploratory Block Class) - NINE WEEK COURSE
JH Reading is a quarter-long exploratory class that dives deeper into reading strategies and
comprehension. 8th graders focus on different types and styles of nonfiction articles and books, along
with different strategies to deepen understanding. Quizzes, projects, presentations, and discussions
will be used to assess student knowledge.

JH SPEECH 8 - (Exploratory Block Class) - NINE WEEK COURSE
JH Speech is a quarter-long exploratory class that introduces students to public speaking. Students
focus on writing and performing platform and acting presentations. Students also learn to use
research and their own knowledge to inform an audience, use visual aids, and create meaningful
events through acting. Through public speaking, students learn to deal with fears of stage fright to
prepare them for their high school classes.

JH EXPLORATORY SPANISH 7 (Exploratory Block Class) - NINE WEEK COURSE
Using the SOMOS curriculum, the course will introduce students to Spanish language and culture
through reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Students will be exposed to Spanish-speaking
cultures through songs, articles, stories, and other opportunities.

Junior High Math Support (Open to 7th and 8th Grade)
Junior High Math Support is a course designed to integrate strategies that are effective in increasing
achievement for struggling learners in junior high school math classes. Students will use hands-on
exploration and visual clarification to help increase their basic mathematics skills and increase their
understanding in their current math classes. Qualifications for this course include, but are not limited
to: teacher recommendations, MAP/NSCAS scores, and overall classroom performance.



YUTAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS MATH
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JUNIOR HIGH MUSIC

JUNIOR HIGH INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
The junior high band is designed to study all aspects of performance using a wide variety of
compositions from the wind band repertoire. The band year consists of marching band in the early
fall, pep band, and concert band the rest of the year. Class content includes mastery of scales,
technique, melodic exercises and development of skills including characteristic tone quality, pitch,
intonation, timbre, phrasing and styling. Grading consists of a combination of rehearsal behavior, all
performances, written assignments, playing tests, and some practice sheets during 3rd quarter in
preparation for the contest. The band marches at either Minden Bandfest or UNK parade
competitions in October, and the Concert Band (including solos duets, etc.) perform and are judged at
Malcolm Music Contest or the Platteview Junior High Music Contest. Other individuals may be
selected for the ECNC Honor Band, 8th Grade All-State, and Blair-Otte Honor Band. Prerequisite:
Meet with the instructor to assess abilities and develop a plan to merge the student when ready to
perform with the band.

JUNIOR HIGH CHORUS
This is a beginning class for Junior High students who want to learn or continue learning to sing.
Students will participate in large and small ensembles, with the occasional partnership with the High
School Varsity Choir. Members of the Junior High Chorus will have many opportunities to participate
in spring and winter programs, vocal clinics, competition, musicals, and travel experiences. The
repertoire will include a variety of styles including modern, classical, jazz and musical styles. Our
emphasis is geared towards developing the voice through the proper methods of singing. Junior High
grading is determined by written work, rehearsal participation, cooperation and required
performances. Junior High Chorus believes to be one exciting fun filled class with many opportunities
for your beginning singer. Junior Chorus also incorporates Ukulele, where students will be able to
learn and play with the Ukulele. 


