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Principal’s Corner—From the Desk of Mr. Boxey
Now that the calendar is about to flip to April, I’m hopeful that 
spring has sprung and that snow days are finally behind us.  
Although we are far from done with the school year, spring 
weather and Spring Break make it feel like we’re close.  We have 
approximately one-fourth of the year left, as April 1st marks the 
beginning of the fourth marking period.  Encourage your 
students to end the school year strong by keeping focused on due 
dates, upcoming tests, and quality work production for a few 
more weeks.  

Parents can stay up-to-date with grades and current projects by 
logging into Echo.  I encourage parents to dig past your student’s 
grades in Echo by periodically reading daily agendas.  Daily class 
agendas communicate daily plans as well as due dates, and this 
information will give parents a sense of what their student is 
currently doing in school.  Using Echo frequently gives parents 
the power of changing the nightly conversation with their sons 
and daughters.  Instead of asking, “Do you have homework 
tonight?” parents can say things like, “Show me what your quiz in 
ELA will be over on Wednesday.”        

The last marking period is always a busy one at MJHS.  Echo, the 
calendar to the left, as well as the MJHS 
web site will help parents keep current 
with the happenings at MJHS. 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Important Dates 

• April 1—School Resumes 

• April 8 - May 10—5th & 8th 
Grade M-STEP Testing 
Window 

• April 9—PSAT Testing for 8th 
graders 

• April 19—Good Friday—No 
School 

• April 29 - May 31st—6th & 7th 
Grade M-STEP Testing 
Window 

• May 8—Meridian Art Show—
4:00 - 7:00 p.m. @ HS 

• May 8—MJHS Spring Concert 
@ 7 p.m. in HS gym 

• May 14—Eighth Graders 
leave for Washington D.C. in 
evening  

• May 15—Meridian Art Show—
4:00 - 7:00 p.m. @ HS 

• May 27—Memorial Day—No 
School 

• June 11—Half-Day of School—
MJHS students dismissed at 
11:15 a.m. 

• June 11—Last Day of School 
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7th & 8th Grade Electives
Over the past few years, four new electives have been added to 
the seventh and eighth grade curriculum at MJHS:  Crime Scene 
Investigation, Creative Writing, 3-D Art, and Communication/
Drama.  Adding these four courses have given students more 
choice, and students have really been enjoying them.

Crime Scene Investigation (CSI) is being taught by Mrs. 
Schroder.  CSI focuses on a variety of methods used to 
investigate and analyze crime scenes including an introduction to 
techniques such as fingerprinting, fiber analysis, powder analysis, 
handwriting analysis, and many more.  Students in CSI 
participate in hands-on and computer-based activities and solve 
mock crimes by gathering and analyzing evidence.

Ms. Bailey is in her fourth year of teaching Creative Writing. In 
this elective class, the students are able to use their higher order 
thinking skills to write daily journal entries, a Descriptive Essay, a 
Short Story, and a variety of poetry. This class provides students 
with a different avenue for their writing. They are able to pick 
their own topics, and utilize their writing skills in a creative way 
in opposition to technical writing pieces such as a research paper. 

Communication/Drama is designed to enhance students' ability 
to express formal and informal thoughts through various modes 
of communication, and it is taught by Mrs. Dudinetz.  Students 
focus on both verbal and written communication that helps to 
shape their public speaking and writing skills.  In the drama 
component of the class, students begin to explore the 
fundamentals of drama including acting, stagecraft and basic 
history of theater. Students 
learn the foundations of stage 
directions, theatrical 
vocabulary, body awareness, 
projection, basic improvisation 
and characterization through 
theatre games, monologues, and 
short skits.

Mrs. Landskroener teaches 3-D 
Art, and she has really enjoyed 
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Track News 

The practice & meet schedule 
for MJHS track is posted on 
the MJHS web site.  The 
‘Athletics’ link can be found 
under the ‘Menu’ tab.

Breakfast at MJHS 

Remember to take advantage of 
our free breakfast program 
daily.  We offer many nutritious, 
& tasty items to get your 
student’s day off to a great start.  
It is offered everyday, from 7:40 
a.m. - 8:00 a.m.  And remember 
there is no cost to you!!! 
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being able to introduce students to something new.  Three-Dimensional Art is designed so students 
experience a variety of different mediums including clay, plaster, paper mache, wire, and even milk jugs. It 
is expected that each project is able to stand on its own and be viewed from all directions which can be 
quite challenging.  Recently this year’s 3-D Art students visited the Marshall M. Fredericks Sculpture 
Museum on the campus of Saginaw Valley State University to experience quality examples of 3D-Art.

M-STEP & PSAT
In the upcoming weeks, students will be taking the State test, the M-STEP.  The M-STEP assesses 
students on the State’s standards, and is administered online.  As part of the State testing this year, 8th 
graders will take the PSAT 8/9 in place of the ELA and Math portion of the M-STEP.  Unlike the actual 
M-STEP, the PSAT is a paper/pencil test.

Each grade-level will be spending several hours on State testing in April and May.  The table below 
summarizes the testing windows for each grade-level as well as the content on which the students will be 
assessed. Please notify the office ahead of time if your student has an appointment during their respective 
testing window so that the staff can make accommodations if possible. Additionally, making sure that your 
student has a good night’s sleep each night during their testing window can improve their chances of 
doing well on the assessments.  Students will be informed of the actual testing days in their respective 
core classes.

 

Grade Testing Window Content Tested

5th April 8 - May 10 ELA, Math, Social Studies, & Science

6th April 29 - May 31 ELA & Math

7th April 29 - May 31 ELA & Math

8th April 8 - May 10 ELA, Math, Social Studies, & Science
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