
April 2019- - - May 2019   

Free Summer Meals 
for 

CHILDREN 18 and 

Under 

Pender Public Schools is excited to announce our summer food program.   

Children need good food all year long, even when they’re not in school. The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 

provides healthy meals to children, age 18 and younger, free of charge.  With summer meals, children get the     

nutrition they need to learn, play and grow during vacation when they are not in school.                              

The best part…..its FREE!!  

Start Date:  Tuesday, May 28th through Friday, August 2nd 

Breakfast:  7:30 a. m. –8:30 a.m. 

   Lunch:  12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m.  

More information will be coming soon! 



 

Greetings  from Jason Dolliver 

Superintendent 

March 25, 2019 

 

Dear Parents, Students, and District Stakeholders, 

 

 Three of four quarters in the 2018-2019 school year are in the books.  We actually 
have a good chunk of the fourth quarter completed already!  In fact, as of this writing, only 
40 days of school remain in the 2018-19 school year.  As is always the case, time is flying by!  
In this newsletter article, I wanted to take the opportunity to address a few relevant and 
timely items. 

 

 First, we are in the midst of NSCAS testing season.  NSCAS is an acronym for Nebraska 
Student-Centered Assessment System.  This name replaced what we used to refer to as 
NeSA tests.  Students in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 will soon be taking English Language Arts 
(ELA) and Math assessments.  Along with that, students in grades 5 and 8 will soon also be 
taking the Science version of the NSCAS test.  These are important assessments for many 
reasons, and I’d like to take the opportunity to encourage students and their families to do 
the best they possibly can this testing season.  Traditionally, Pender students do very well.  I 
believe that is the case for various reasons.  At the top of the list of those reasons is the fact 
that we have fantastic teachers, awesome students, and great parents / family members.  
The positive results PPS has seen in the past truly are a team effort of all of these groups of 
people.  During this testing season, do everything you can to help Pender continue to be 
one of the State’s best schools! 

 

 Next, I’d like to speak about the calendar changes between now and the end of the 
school year.  To date, school has been cancelled 5 times, started late twice, and was dis-
missed early once for weather related purposes.  Along with that, there will be no school on 
April 30 for students in grades K-6 due to the Elementary Honor Band event being held at 
PPS on that day.  Missing school on the aforementioned days has resulted in a lot of lost 
learning opportunities for PPS students. 



In order to recapture some lost learning opportunities, the calendar for the remainder 
of the 2018-19 school year has been adjusted.  The last day of school for students will now 
be May 21 rather than May 16.  Below is a list of the calendar changes. 

 

● April 30 – no school for K-6 students (was originally a full day of school for K-6 students) 

● May 16 – full day of school for students (was originally scheduled to be a ½ day of 
school) 

● May 17 – full day of school for students (school was not originally scheduled this day) 

● May 20 – full day of school for students (school was not originally scheduled this day) 

● May 21 – 1:00 pm dismissal for students (school was not originally scheduled this day) 

 

It is not enjoyable to add days to the calendar.  That said, it is vital to provide ade-
quate learning opportunities and experiences for students.  When the number of days 
missed reaches the current number, too much has been missed.  Recapturing those oppor-
tunities becomes a tremendously high priority, therefore, these changes must be made. 

 

The final item I need to mention in this newsletter is information about PPS’s Summer 
Food Service Program.  PPS will again be offering a program during the summer of 2019.  
Breakfast and lunch will be served at the school in the lunchroom on weekdays.   Anyone 
between the ages of 1 and 18 are welcome to take advantage of this program free of 
charge.  Those over the age of 18 are welcome to eat at the school during the summer 
months as well, but there is a charge for those meals.  The details of the program will be re-
leased very soon.  I simply want to make sure district patrons are aware that the program 
will be offered again in the summer of 2019.  I’m excited to be able to offer this program 
again and hope it is a benefit to district patrons.  

 

 As always, feel free to contact me with questions, comments, or concerns.  I am al-
ways happy to speak with PPS patrons.  I can be reached via phone at (402) 385 - 3244 ext. 
2310, email at jadolli1@penderschools.org, or in person at the school. 

 

It’s a Great Day to be a Pendragon!!! 

 

Dr. Jason Dolliver, Superintendent 



 
Greetings from Eric Miller 

High School Principal 

Hello Pendragons, 

 Ready or not we have made it to our last two months of school! With April and May 
upon us we bring in testing season. Again, our junior high and some high school grades will 
be participating in our state wide exams. There are certain dates that will be very important 
to remember as we move through these last months of school.  

The Juniors will start on April 2nd with the state-wide ACT test. Juniors have been pre-
paring diligently and it is important that they be ready on the day of the test. The Sopho-
mores will take the Pre-ACT on April 3rd. This isn’t a state mandated test but rather a way to 
get them ready for next year. The results of the Pre-ACT will give our students and teachers 
some insight as to what preparations need to be made for the next school year.   

Our Junior High will round out the testing season at the end of April by taking the state
-wide NSCAS exams. NSCAS was introduced to Nebraska last year as a replacement for the 
NESA exam. NSCAS stands for Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment System. The 7th 
grade will be testing on April 24th in Math and April 26th in English Language Arts.  

The 8th graders will test on April 17th in ELA, April 25th in Math, and May 2nd in Science.  
The test will take place in the morning as they have done in the past. As always it is impor-
tant for kids to be prepared for these dates. Our teachers have been working all year long 
to prepare the students. Please help at home by encouraging students to do their best and 
making sure they get a good night of sleep the night before.  

 It is hard to believe that Graduation is only a few weeks away as well! Our ceremony 
will take place on Sunday, May 5th at 2:00 p.m. in the Heese Event Center. The seniors last 
official day of school will be Friday, May 3rd. On this morning, we will have our Senior break-
fast starting at 8:15 followed by a mandatory graduation practice. All Seniors must attend 
this practice to participate in the graduation ceremony on May 5th. This is a very exciting 
time for all of us and we look forward to wrapping up this year with our Senior class.  

 Please make sure to check the school calendar we also have many awards nights, 
concerts, games, and other events planned over the last couple months. It has been an-
other wonderful school year here at Pender Public Schools and we hope to see you at the 
spring events as we close it out. 

Have a wonderful Spring and I hope to see you all soon! 

Eric Miller, 7-12 Principal 

 



 
Greetings from Kelly Ballinger 

Elementary Principal 



 
Wrapping up your senior year 

Seniors…stay on track to college by completing these second-semester tasks: 

Complete the financial aid process. By now, you should have filed your FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). If you 

haven’t, apply at fafsa.gov.  

Compare financial aid awards. The colleges you listed on your FAFSA will send you notifications detailing the financial aid 

they’re offering. Compare the notifications to determine which school provides the best package. 

Watch your grades. If you slack off and get poor grades, your college admission could be revoked. 

Apply for scholarships. See ScholarshipQuest at EducationQuest.org to find Nebraska-based scholarships. You’ll also find links 

to national scholarship sites that are EducationQuest-approved. 

Make your final college selection. Notify the other colleges so they can take you off their mailing list. 

Be aware of deadlines to accept financial aid and college admission offers, submit your housing deposit, and register for new-

student orientation.  

Juniors…it’s time to narrow your college choices.  
Narrow your college choices soon to prepare for these upcoming activities: 
ACT college entrance exam. When you take the exam this spring, you'll be asked to provide a list of colleges that should re-

ceive your score. 

Completion of the FAFSA early next fall. You and your parents can complete the FAFSA beginning October 1 of your senior 

year. The colleges you list on the form will receive the results. 

Apply2College Campaign.  Early next fall, it will be time to apply to your top college choices. You’ll get help with your applica-

tions if your high school holds a college application event as part of the statewide Apply2College campaign.  

March “To Do” List 

Seniors 
___ If you havenít already, complete your FAFSA! 
___ Expect financial aid award notifications. 
___ Continue applying for scholarships.  
 
Juniors 
___ Register by March 8 for the April 13 ACT. 
___ Schedule campus visits. 

 

 

 



This year, more than 22 million children receive free or reduced-
price meals through the National School Lunch Program and the 
National School Breakfast Program. For many of these children, 
school meals may be the only meals they eat. What happens 
when they go home over the weekend? 

For six years, Pender Public Schools and the Pender Ministerium 
have been helping children in our school district get the neces-
sary food they need to ensure they get enough to eat on the 
weekends.  Bags are assembled at the United Church of Pender 
and delivered to the school where a voucher for a gallon of milk 
and a loaf of bread are inserted.  Students pick up their bags    
before they leave school for the weekend.   

Currently bags are going home with almost 20% of our students.   

We are in need of monetary donations to help fund this much needed program.  This will help ensure that 
children will have food over the weekend and will return to school on Monday ready to learn.  

If you would like to contribute, donations can be dropped at the school office or contact Dan Springer at the 
Covenant Church. 

Thank you in advance.  

Classroom instruction: Tuesday, May  28th thru Friday, May 31st from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm with a one hour lunch 
break from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm. Students MUST attend all sessions.   
 
Classroom Final Exam: Saturday, June 1st beginning at 9:00 am  
 
Driving Schedule: A schedule will be developed during classroom instruction. Each student will be required to drive 
from a Monday thru Saturday at a specific time. Driving will begin on Monday, June 3rd for a group of 9. If there are 
more than 9 students taking the class, then another group will drive Monday thru Saturday starting on June 10th. I will 
need to know when a student CAN NOT drive during a part of the day. For example, a student works from 8:00 in the 
morning until noon everyday. This student would then have to drive the late session. If a student doesn't have any  
conflicts, they will be assigned a driving session. Drive times are 7:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m.; 11:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.;  or 2:30 
p.m. ñ5:30 p.m.  
 
Drive Sessions: 7:30 am to 10:30 am, 11 am to 2 pm, and 2:30 pm to 5:30 pm. Students are expected to drive the 
same time each day. 
 
Drive Test: Each student is given an individual drive test on the Saturday of the week they drive. The drive test lasts 
about 25 minutes. Testing begins at 8:00 and tests are given on the half hour until all students have taken the test. 
 
Each Student should have a driving permit/LPE:  learnerís permit for a school permit/a school permit/or a 
learnerís permit if possible 
 
Cost: $270.00 
 
Questions: Please feel free to contact Greg Conroy at gconroy102@gmail.com or call 402.922.0866 







This institution is an equal opportunity employer. 

1 

Breakfast Pizza 

Lasagna 

Peas 

Mandarin Oranges 

Garlic  Bread 

2 

Muffin 

Chicken Patty 

French Fries 

Corn Casserole 

Peaches  

3 

Breakfast Sticks 

Hot Dog Bar 

Chips 

Baked Beans 

Applesauce 

4 

Breakfast Burrito 

Tavern 

Potato Wedges 

Green Beans 

Pineapple 

5 

Biscuit & Gravy 

Spaghetti 

Lettuce Salad 

Fruit Cocktail 

Garlic Bread 

 

8 

Dutch Waffle 

Mini Corn Dogs 

Cheesy Hashbrowns 

Broccoli 

Pears 

9 

Donut 

Cheeseburger 

Curly Q’s 

Corn 

Mandarin Oranges 

10 

Breakfast Bites 

Goulash 

California Blend 

Peaches 

Bun 

11 

French Toast 

Sub Hoagie 

Mac N Cheese 

Peas 

Applesauce 

12 

Biscuit & Gravy 

Fish Sticks 

French Fries 

Green Bean Casserole 

Fruit Cocktail 

15 

Breakfast Sandwich 

Chicken Alfredo 

Broccoli 

Pears 

Breakstick 

16 

Coffee Cake 

Turkey Club 

Chips 

Green Beans 

Pineapple 

17 

Pancakes/Sausage 

Crispito 

Spanish Rice 

Mandarin Oranges 

 

18 

Biscuit & Gravy 

Hot Ham & Cheese 

Tater Tots 

Corn 

Peaches 

19 

NO 
SCHOOL 

22 

NO 
SCHOOL 

23 

Turnover 

Saucy Sub 

California Blend 

Applesauce 

Brownie 

24 

Breakfast Pizza 

Chicken & Noodles 

Peas 

Pineapple 

Bun 

25 

Muffin 

BBQ Rib 

Coleslaw 

Broccoli 

Fruit Cocktail 

26 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Pizza 

Green Beans 

Pears 

29 

Breakfast Stick 

Grilled Chicken 

Cheesy Potatoes 

Broccoli 

Mandarin Oranges 

 

30 

Breakfast Burrito 

Chicken Fried Steak 

Mashed Potatoes 

Corn 

Peaches 

 

   

Breakfast Offered Daily 

Includes:  main or pop tart or yogurt, cereal, toast 
and 2 drinks 
Lunch Offered Daily 

Includes:  main, fruit, vegetable, salad bar, 1 drink 
 



This institution is an equal opportunity employer. 

 

 

 

 

1 

Dutch Waffle 

Turkey Club 

Chips 

California Blend 

Applesauce 

2 

Donut 

Chicken Patty 

Potato Wedges 

Green Bean Casserole 

Pineapple 

3 

Biscuit & Gravy 

Mini Corn Dogs 

Macaroni Salad 

Peas 

Fruit Cocktail 

6 

Breakfast Bites 

Tavern 

Tater Tots 

Green Beans 

Pears 

 

7 

French Toast 

Hot Ham & Cheese 

Potato Wedges 

Broccoli 

Mandarin Oranges 

 

8 

Breakfast Sandwich 

Goulash 

Corn 

Peaches 

Bun 

 

9 

Coffee Cake 

Hot Dog Bar 

Chips 

California Blend 

Applesauce 

 

10 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Saucy Sub 

Fruit 

Vegetable Cookie 

13 

Pancakes/Sausage 

Chicken Alfredo 

Broccoli 

Fruit 

Garlic Bread 

 

14 

Breakfast Pizza 

BBQ Rib 

Macaroni Salad 

Vegetable 

Fruit 

 

15 

Muffin 

Chicken & Noodles 

Peas 

Fruit 

Bun 

 

16 

Breakfast Stick 

Taco 

Spanish Rice 

Fruit 

Ice Cream 

17 

Biscuit/Gravy 

Spaghetti 

Lettuce Salad 

Fruit 

Break Stick 

20 

Turnover 

Cheeseburger 

French Fries 

Vegetable 

Fruit 

21 

Biscuit Burrito 

Sub Hoagie 

Chips 

Vegetable 

Fruit 

22 

 
23 

 

24 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

 

31 

Breakfast Offered Daily 

Includes:  main or pop tart or yogurt, cereal, toast 
and 2 drinks 
Lunch Offered Daily 

Includes:  main, fruit, vegetable, salad bar, 1 drink 
 



Pender Public Schools 
609 Whitney 

Pender  NE  68047 

Non  Profit  
Organization 

U. S. Postage Paid 
Pender, NE  68047 

Permit No. 4 

How to Contact Us 
School Office 
402-385-3244 
On the Web at 

www.penderschools.org 
On Facebook 

Pender Public Schools 
On Twitter 

@pendragonupdate 
 

 

Save your Cubby’s receipts and 
turn them into the school         

office.  Cubby’s will donate 2% 
of the total receipts we collect 
back to Pender Public School. 


