
Kingston Community Schools Board of Education

Board Meeting Minutes

Monday September 27, 2021

The meeting was called to order by President Kolacz at 6:00PM.

Board Members in attendance – Skinner, Rayl, Walker, Misener, Kolacz, Long
Board Members absent - Roberson

Admin Present – Drake, Diegel, Seaman, Vennevy

Guest in Attendance – Cory Skinner, Jennifer Swoish, Karey Henderson, Glenna Ford, Tim Lyons, Tim
Marquardt, Albert Pearsall, Dr. Blake Putman, Megan Putnam, Brandon Putnam, Kacie Putman, Randy
Sommerfield, Jerry Papke, Janet Grieve, Russell Grieve, Carl Nicol

It was moved by Walker, seconded by Rayl to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried 6 Yes 0
No

It was moved by Skinner, seconded by Rayl to approve the August, 23 2021 Regular School Board
Meeting Minutes as corrected.  Motion carried 6 Yes 0 No

In Correspondence, Mr Drake shared an update from Attorney Pollard (Thrun Law Firm, P.C.) on
unfunded mandate legislation.

In Public Comments, Janet Grieves asked about public library access and when it will be restored.  Drake
replied that it should be open soon after the books have been cleaned of the mold/mildew from high
humidity.  Dr. Blake Putman applauded the school board, superintendent, and administration for the
decisions using common sense in regards to mask mandates.  Putman also offered to donate some of his
time as a physician to help Kingston students be able to stay in school.  He said that would see any
Kingston students as walk-in appointments any time at his office in Caro to help get them back into the
classroom quickly.  Dr. Putman stressed the importance of face to face education without wearing masks
and supports the way that we are doing things here in Kingston.  Jerry Papke asked if it were true that we
are receiving state funding related to mask mandates.  Drake replied that we have not and explained what
funds we have received related to COVID.  Papke also brought attention to a second grade test question
that he believes causes confusion for the students, offering an opportunity for the school to take a look
into it.  Drake recommended that Papke notify the teacher of any instances of these types of curriculum
issues.

In the Elementary Principal’s Report, Mr. Diegel read the following from his report.  The school year is off
to a great start.  Students and staff are excited to be back in school and things have gone pretty smoothly
so far.  I would like to commend all of our teachers and support staff on their hard work getting the school
year started.  Many staff members have changed roles since last year and I couldn’t be more proud of
how they have adjusted.
GSRP Update: Mr. Drake and I have been working together with Kiesha and Angie from the ISD to get a
GSRP program in Kingston for a few years.  This year, more slots were allocated for the county and we
are going to be able to get 10-12 of those slots.  We are in the process of hiring a Lead Teacher for the



program and getting the room ready for students.  As soon as those things are in place we will be able to
provide preschool to 16 pre-k students that we haven’t been able to in the past.  This is a great thing for
Kingston and we are excited to be able to connect with more of our students before they get to
kindergarten.
MiMTSS Update: We held grade level meetings on Friday, September 24th.  Teachers were able to look
at their fall Acadience scores and discuss what supports should be in place for their students.  Members
of our Building Leadership Team are going over to the ISD on Wednesday for a building level data review
where we will look at scores and trends across the building.
Mr. Diegel also shared the 2020-21 M STEP Data that we received.

In the High School Principals Report, Mr. Seaman read the following from his report.
Test Scores: Last springs test scores have been released and our 7th and 8th graders were #1 in the
county in math.  In English we were #1 in 7th grade and 3rd in 8th grade.  We celebrated these test
scores with an ice cream social.
Goals: 60% of our 9th-12th graders will show growth in Acadience Math and English by February, 60% of
our 9th-12th graders will show growth in math and ELA on their Big Ten assessments, 90% of these
7th-12th grade students will show growth before the end of the year.
Homecoming: Our theme for homecoming this year is holidays.  We will have dress up days this week, an
outside assembly on Friday, and the parade (6:00PM) and game (7:00PM) will be on Saturday October
2nd vs Deckerville.
Bullying Presentation: Anthony Ianni will be at the high school on September 30th to do a bullying
presentation.
Count Day: October 6th will be count day.  We currently have 305 students enrolled in the high school.
Testing: October 12th, 9th graders will be taking PSAT 8/9 and on October 13th, 10th and 11th graders
will be doing the PSAT, while seniors have the opportunity to retake the SAT.
PTC: We will have parent teacher conferences on October 14th.

In the Maintenance/Transportation Report, Drake shared that all of our leased buses are here and
running.  Drake also shared some detail on the humidity issue that has been ongoing in our high school
building.  It still continues to be consistently higher than we would expect.  We are still seeking the source
to make corrections to the issue.  We are continuing to run the portable dehumidifiers that we have
purchased.  We have not had any mold/mildew growth issues in the past few weeks..

In Superintendent’s Updates and Remarks, Drake shared that we are continuing our process to start up
Kingston Community Schools GSRP Program.  Drake led a discussion of requests from some local
outside groups to use our buildings outside of school hours as we have in the past.

In the Superintendent’s Report,

It was moved by Walker, seconded by Skinner to pay the General Fund Accounts Payable in the amount
of $479,690.82.  Motion carried 6 Yes 0 No

It was moved by Rayl, seconded by Misener to pay the Hot Lunch Fund Accounts Payable in the amount
of $4,535.88.  Motion carried 6 Yes 0 No

It was moved by Skinner, seconded by Long to approve the updated district close contact policy as
presented.  Motion carried 6 Yes 0 No



It was moved by Walker, seconded by Skinner to approve an expenditure up to $5,000 to replace
scoreboards in the High School Gym.  Motion carried 6 Yes 0 No

It was moved by Walker, seconded by Rayl to table motion (E.) to approve Thumb Heating and Cooling
Bid until the next regular board meeting.  Motion carried 6 Yes 0 No

It was moved by Walker, seconded by Long to approve facility use requests from outside groups.  Motion
carried 6 Yes 0 No

It was moved by Skinner, seconded by Misener to confirm the hire of Samantha Wood as Para Pro
pending successful criminal background check.  Motion carried 6 Yes 0 No

It was moved by Skinner, seconded by Rayl to confirm the hire of Ken Pierce III as Assistant Maintenance
worker pending successful criminal background check.  Motion carried 6 Yes 0 No

In Public Remarks, Tim Marquardt asked what our definition of close contact is.  Drake replied that it is
anyone that has spent more than 15 minutes together with someone else within 24 hours and within a
distance of 6ft for those not wearing masks and 3ft for those that are wearing masks.

In Board Member remarks, Skinner commented that he is very grateful that we were able to hire Ken
Pierce III as the Assistant Maintenance worker.  Skinner also mentioned that we need to address the
sound systems on the football field and in the high school gym.  Walker commented that he is glad to
know that we are going to have better looking grounds to match the greatness that happens inside the
buildings here in Kingston.

It was moved by Skinner, seconded by Walker to adjourn the meeting at 7:00PM.  Motion carried 6 Yes 0
No

__________________________________________________
Submitted by Jeff Long
Secretary, Kingston Community Schools
Board of Education


