
MAYNARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Minutes of School Committee Meeting 

Coolidge School 

October 6, 2011 

 
School Committee Members Present:  Phil Berry, Ken Estabrook, Amy Rebecca Gay, William 

Kohlman 

Absent:  E. Mullin 

Administrator(s):  R. Gerardi 

 

Minutes 

A motion was made by Mr. Kohlman to approve the minutes of September 15, 2011. 2
nd

 by Mr. 

Estabrook. Motion passed. 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

Dr. Gerardi wanted the Committee to read the Education Spotlight in the Beacon Villager on 

September 29, in which he co-authored with Kate Markowitz (Early Childhood Coordinator) on 

the NEAYS accreditation at Green Meadow Pre-School. 

 

Dr. Gerardi stated that during his entry interviews, the perception that the Maynard schools are 

not as good as the surrounding neighbors. This article was the beginning of a campaign to inform 

the community that we have superior programs to some of our neighbors and that we are striving 

to improve our programs as well. 

Dr. Gerardi spoke of working this week on the Race to the Top competitive continuation grant.  

This grant is only eligible to those districts that won the first round implementation of the Race 

to the Top grant last year.  The Maynard school community rallied around this initiative last year 

and won it.  It is important to note that this grant requires school committee, administration and 

teachers union support.  By winning this grant, the school community has demonstrated their 

collegiality and collaborative relationship toward improving our educational system. 

Dr. Gerardi also spoke of the positive feedback from parents and community members about the 

need for 21
st
 century learning skills.  He would like to form a small committee on 21

st
 century 

learning with school personnel, a community member and a school committee member. 

 

The School District in Millis, MA is similar in student population to Maynard and the team 

would visit the district as we prepare our technology plan and develop goals around 21ast 

century learning. 

 

MASBO Review 

Discussions around having the Mass Association of School Business Officials (MASBO) audit 

the school department business office. The District has four audits this year 2 from the state and 

2 that are federal audits. The district did not budget in FY12 for the MASBO review and Dr. 

Gerardi suggested the review be held in FY13.  The Committee would like to look at the 

possibility of doing it later in the school year. The Committee would like to commit to FY13, but 



if the opportunity presents itself earlier that Dr. Gerardi would come to the Committee in 

February or March with further information. 

 

Policy #402 – 2
nd

 Reading 

The School Committee had the 2
nd

 reading of the CORI Policy.  Mr. Kohlman made a motion to 

approve Policy #402 Criminal Offender Record Information (CORI). 2
nd

 by Mr. Berry. Motion 

passed. 

 

Fall Town Meeting Flyer 

Dr. Gerardi put together a flyer with the school’s mission, vision and a statement about the new 

collaborative relationship with the town and a list of initiatives that demonstrate fiscal 

responsibility. 

 

The Committee felt that it may be more appropriate to have a flyer in the Spring where the 

district could cite student accomplishments, etc. and these flyers could also be put out at PTO 

meetings, back-to-school nights and concerts. 

 

Members Questions 

- A recommendation to use the Beacon Villager link in the Superintendent’s notes. 

- Have the WAVM School Committee TV schedule be consistent days and times. 

- Concerns around the Clock Tower Workshop on October 14. Dr. Gerardi will talk with the 

Town Manager around data, current studies and the impact on the school district. 

 

Meeting adjourned to Executive Session by roll call vote at 8:20 p.m. without the intent to return 

to open session. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Colleen Moore 

Administrative Assistant to the 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

 


