
 

MAYNARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

COOLIDGE SCHOOL 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2012 
 

Present:  Amy Rebecca Gay,William Kohlman, Phil Berry, Ed Mullin, Ken Estabrook (Absent) 

Administrators:  Dr. Robert J. Gerardi, Jr., Superintendent, Pete DiCicco, Business Advisor 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:03 p.m. 

 

Minutes 

A motion was made by Mr. Kohlman to accept the minutes of September 7, 2012 as written.  2
nd

 

by Mr. Berry. 

 

Chairman’s Report 

None 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

NEASC Decennial Visit to the High School starts on Sunday, October 14
th

.  Dr. Gerardi thanked 

the staff and School Committee Members who can attend the Sunday meeting in advance for 

their dedication to highlighting the good work that has been accomplished at Maynard High 

School. 

 

Dr. Gerardi was able to visit our 7
th

 grade students at Natures Classroom in Becket MA on 

Tuesday, September 25.  Dr. Gerardi found excited students who were enjoying there learning of 

environmental science.  He saw students learning about Mycology (the study of mushrooms) 

during a hike.  He also heard from students about the experiences they learned and saw around 

camouflage in nature.  There were not only environmental study activities but there were also 

environmental engineering workshops with exciting learning activities around geodesic 

construction. 

 

The MCAS Scores have been released and the schools will have them mailed out to the parents 

or guardians next week. Our Curriculum Director, Don Holm, is analyzing the district level data 

and will present his thoughts on our performance at the soonest available school committee 

meeting. 

 

Citizens Comments 

Questions were asked around how did the district performed on the MCAS.  

 

AVC Loan 

The Assabet Valley Collaborative Building that provides Special Education Services to member 

districts is preparing for a possible purchase or lease of another building. As a result of the 

current collaborative legislation, the AVC had to notify all of the membership community School 

Committees of their potential intent to put out RFP’s for lease or purchase of property.   

 



Transition Discussions 

Dr. Gerardi decided it would be best to run the transportation committee during the month of 

October and then start the transition committee in the month of November.  He will be emailing 

all of those interested next week to find a convenient day of the week and time for the majority 

of volunteers. 

 

By running these committees in this order it will give the volunteers the option of participating 

on both committees.  Also, the results of the transportation committee will have an impact on the 

budget and this format will allow the transportation committee the opportunity to recommend 

options to the School Committee by the first November School Committee meeting.   

 

Grade 3 Transition Survey 

Principal Dankner has provided the parent/teacher survey in regard to the Grade 3 transition for 

FY14 (as requested at the last School Committee Meeting).   Based on this survey, there is a 

strong sentiment to postpone the move of the third grade to Fowler for FY14 from all 

constituents. 

 

Dr. Gerardi felt that the comments and concerns were also an important part of this survey 

because  over the following year, those concerns can be addressed.   

 

A motion was made by Mr. Berry to postpone the Grade 3 transition from Green Meadow to 

fowler in the fiscal year 2014. 2
nd

 by Mr. Mullin. Motion passed 4-0 

 

Fowler Recess 

At the last School Committee meeting the School Committee wanted to know how much recess 

that Fowler students receive and our Principals opinion on recess.  Principal Mela shared with 

me that: 

      - 4th and 5th graders have a 22 minute recess once a day. 

      - 6th grade teachers are involved in conversations about having recess if it works within the   

         Schedule 

      - Without 3rd grade there is less of a need, but certainly it would be nice for Fowler students and   

         The community to have a Fowler playground 

 

Mr. Mela is an advocate for recess, however since NCLB the struggle is about having the 

balance between instructional and non-instructional time.  Essentially, we need a longer school 

day and then we would offer recess for all grades. 

 

Fowler Playground-Maynard Sports Fields discussion 

There has been some discussion around CPC money and potential uses for a sports complex on 

the Maynard Public School Grounds.  Mr. Mela has already informally talked with the Architects 

for the Reo Rd and Coolidge playground projects as well as Mike Sullivan about the process.  

Mr. DiCicco and Mr. Mela will be working on the RFP and we will get this study done in a 

timely manner. 

Mr. Mullin noted that the alumni filed including bleachers and facilities are in need of total 

refurbishing. 

 



Citizens Comments 

There was parent concern around Transportation especially around Taft Ave as ther are no 

sidewalks on that side of Route 117.  Could there be certain exceptions to busing if the mileage 

limit is moved. 

 

Superintendent Evaluation Goals 

The Superintendent must recommend one Professional Practice goal and one Student Learning 

Goal.  The superintendent and school committee can then discuss 2 to 3 more additional district 

goals. 

 

The recommended goals were: 

Professional Practice Goal  

The Superintendent will identify, review with MLT, and recommend revisions in administrative 

regulations that are complimentary to the School Committee policies being reviewed and 

approved during FY14.  The minutes of the School Committee meeting will reflect the quantity 

and quality of the discussion and greater understanding of School Committee Policy and 

administrative regulations as identified as a goal for this year in  last years Superintendent 

Evaluation. 

 

Student Learning Goal  

The Superintendent will participate in three mini-observations with principals in the first three 

terms at each school building during the course of FY14.  The superintendent will document the 

days in which these observations took place and collect data that connects classroom instruction 

that aligns with the performance standard of teaching all students. 

 

The School Committee will have further discussion at the next meeting including the evaluation 

system. 

 

Members Questions 

Mr. Kohlman had a follow up question on the status of Policies #14 and #16 that are under legal 

review. 

Dr. Gay wanted to know if the Paraprofessional Contract was voted yet. 

Mr. Mullin had recently visited Paramus NJ and there was a new baseball complex. He 

suggested that Mr. Caruso might want to look to see if this semi-circle type backstop could be a 

remedy for us at Crowe park 

Dr. Gay would like to have a grounds tour of the fields. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. by roll call vote, without the intent to return to regular session 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Colleen Moore 

Administrative Assistant 

to the Superintendent of Schools 

  

 


