
MAYNARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

COOLIDGE SCHOOL 

JANUARY 17, 2013 

 
 

Present:  Amy Rebecca Gay, William Kohlman, Ken Estabrook, Ed Mullin, Phil Berry  

Administrators: Dr. Robert J. Gerardi, Jr., Superintendent of Schools; Peter DiCicco, Business 

Advisor, Donna Dankner, Principal Green Meadow School, Jeff Mela, Principal Fowler School 

 

Meeting called to order at: 7:05 p.m. 

 

Minutes 

A motion was made by Mr. Kohlman to approve the minutes of January 3, 2013.  2
nd

 by Mr. 

Estabrook.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Chairman’s Report 

Dr. Gay stated that the Finance Committee was pleased with the School Department budget 

information that was presented by the Budget Sub-Committee  on January 14.  She also 

reminded the Committee that there is a Town Budget Meeting on February 9.  

 

Superintendent’s Report 

Dr. Gerardi attended the Worcester County Superintendent’s Association Annual Scholars 

Luncheon on January 10 at Clark University.  Principal Caragianes also attended to honor Ash 

Asencios and Stephanie Wasiuk, the top performing male and female students at Maynard High 

School. 

 

Citizens Comments 

None 

 

Entrance Age 

Principal Donna Dankner stated that Kindergarten is the gateway into a child’s education and 

they are here to educate the whole child. Today, the demands are higher and achievement is what 

we are looking for including the social and emotional aspect. It is important that the children are 

ready and able to access the curriculum. Katie Krasinski, the Kindergarten Team Leader shared 

that the Team has some serious concern about waivers. Also, that the common core curriculum is 

the standard accepted for Mass schools and it is a strong academic program in both basic math 

and language arts skills.  

 

Our students are given the State approved ESI-K screening. This screening is also NAEYC 

approved. The Team feels that there is no appropriate test before they are five years old. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Mullin to remain with the existing September 1 cut off date with no 

exceptions.  2
nd

 by Mr. Berry.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 



Math Coach 

Terri Morrison has been a classroom teacher for 10 years.  She has led professional development 

in Math and taught courses to Math Coaches, Curriculum Directors, Classroom Teachers and 

Administrators throughout the US and Internationally. Recently she was a presenter at NCTM 

National and Regional Conferences. Mrs. Morrison presented her on-going initiatives for the 

District. 

 

STEM Coach 

John Mollica has had teaching experience in Private and Public education.  He worked at 

Minuteman Regional in their engineering and Robotics Lab in Lexington. He has been an 

engineer for 25 years. He worked on the foundational architecture and seminal products on 

which the Internet and World Wide Web were founded, as well as being a consulting engineer.  

Mr. Mollica presented his on-going initiatives in the District. 

 

Business Office Review 

This item was tabled to the next meeting 

 

Holiday Calendar 

A motion was made by Mr. Kohlman to approved the Holiday Calendar for 2012-2013.  2
nd

 by 

Mr. Estabrook.  Motion passed. 

 

FY14 Budget 

The Committee felt there were very good discussions at the budget sub-committee meeting and 

at the recent Finance Committee Meeting.  The Governor’s preliminary budget will come out on 

January 23. The Committee will prepare for the February 9 Town Wide Budget meeting. The 

Budget Sub-Committee will meet again soon. 

 

Citizens Comments 

Mrs. Messina would like the administration to start having conversations with principals and 

teachers in the event that there needed to be some cut backs.  

 

Members Comments/Questions 

Mr. Berry announced he will not seek re-election. 

Mr. Mullin will be attending an MIAA meeting on January 22. 

Mr. Estabrook is planning to visit all schools early in February. 

The Committee would like a report on the Spanish Immersion Program. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m. by roll call vote without the intent to return to open session. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Colleen Moore 

Administrative Assistant 

To the Superintendent of Schools 

 


