
MAYNARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

COOLIDGE SCHOOL 

NOVEMBER 21, 2013 

 

Present:  Amy Rebecca Gay, William Kohlman, Ken Estabrook, Ed Mullin, Justin Hemm 

(Absent) 

Administrators:  Robert J. Gerardi, Jr., Superintendent; Peter DiCicco, Business Manager;  

Don Holm, Interim Curriculum Director; Donna Dankner, Green Meadow Principal 

 

The meeting was called or order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Minutes 

A motion was made by Mr. Kohlman to accept the minutes of November 7, 2013 as written.  2
nd

 

by Mr. Estabrook.  Motion passed.  4-0.  

 

Chairman’s Report 

None 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

Dr. Gerardi announced that the Committee on Public Secondary Schools reviewed the Special 

Progress Report on Maynard High School and voted unanimously to remove the High School 

from probation for the Standards for Accreditation on Curriculum, School Resources for 

Learning and Community Resources for Learning.  The Committee commended the entire school 

community for its ongoing support of the construction of the new state-of the art and innovative 

Maynard High School that officially opened prior to the commencement of the current school 

year which fully supports the school’s educational programs and services and enables students to 

achieve its 21
st
 century expectations. 

 

Dr. Gerardi met with the 3
rd

 grade Committee to examine the possibility of moving the third 

grade to the Fowler School for the next school year. The committee will do a survey at open 

house and the next meeting will be December 4 in a grade 4 classroom at the Fowler School at 

5:30 p.m. 

 

Dr. Gerardi hosted a public comment forum on November 20, on the District Anti-Bullying 

Intervention and Prevention Plan.  Representative from the Police Department, parents, teachers, 

school and community coaches, Boys and Girls Club and Girl Scouts were in attendance. 

 

The Town Administrator sent his annual guidance on the proposed budget suggesting at this time, 

to prepare a budget that is level funded. The School Committee Budget Subcommittee has 

already met in advance of this advisory to look at our fixed and structural costs and will continue 

to work on preparations for budget deliberations. Submission due on January 4, 2014. 

 

Student Representative Report  

Katie Warzewska was introduced as the new student representative to the School Committee. 

Brian Demars reported on his capstone project. He took the mentorship capstone project. This 

project has seniors mentoring incoming 8th and 9th grade students to help them transition from 

Fowler to the high school. This helps them socially, academically, behaviorally.  

WAVM telethon is in full swing with their 31
st
 annual Telethon on December 13. The opening at 

is at 8:00 p.m. and the School Committee Representative will be Dr. Gay. 

MHS Spirit Week started today. Students will also give thanks to veterans on Thanksgiving Day 

with a half time ceremony. 



 

Citizens Comments 

The Maynard SEPAC Chairperson stated that the Maynard Special Education Parent Advisory 

Council has statutory authority to advise the district and make recommendations regarding its 

special education programs and policies. There was question around why the SEPAC could not 

present their position paper and was not put on the agenda.  After speaking with the school 

attorney, Dr. Gerardi answered that there were some topics in the paper that were not permissible 

to discuss and did not follow the purview of the School Committee. 

 

A SEPAC member also stated her dissatisfaction with parent access to student records and felt 

this was in violation of state and federal law. There was also discussion around Family 

Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

(IDEA). 

 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) Presentation 

Dr. Roper at the Center of District and School Accountability explained the District Review 

Process that will take place January 21-24, 2014.  The purpose of the review is to support district 

decision-making by providing an objective analysis of how district systems impact teaching and 

learning and suggestions for the district’s ongoing improvement efforts. 

The standards looked at are Leadership and governance; curriculum and instruction; assessment; 

financial management; student support; human resources and professional development.  

 

Wellness Update 

Kevin Caruso, the Maynard Athletic Director, is also the Wellness Committee Chair. This 

Committee is comprised of P.E. teachers, Food Service Director, Guidance Counselors from all 

schools and each school nurse. Their first task was to look at the existing administrative 

regulations. They will continue their work on improving the existing information.  Mr. Caruso 

also said that Ms. Hazel is working on a comprehensive Physical Education program that will 

comprise the K-12 Health program.  There will be a sub-committee on this initiative. 

 

Math Coach Update 

Terri Morrison is the K- Math Coach and updated the School Committee on the following: 

- Over the summer, Ms. Morrison had a course on First Steps in Mathematics: Number for 

teachers in K-8. 

- At Green Meadow, the common core alignment continues in Grades 1-3. She continues 

the focus on Renaissance Learning. 

- At the Fowler School, the focus in on Differentiated Instruction, Professional 

Development, Renaissance Learning, and Math Intervention. 

- Fact Fluency continues at Green Meadow on early release days and reflex math is on-

going in Grades 2-6. 

 

STEM Coach Update 

Mr. Mollica is the District STEM Coach and the Engineering/Technology Teacher at Maynard 

High School. 

Last year was a Reintroduction to Technology in grades 9-12. The students studied WAVM, 

Digital Equipment Company and the American Woolen Mills in the areas of computer systems, 

networks and textiles. For this school year, he is teaching Engineering and Technology to grade 

8 students.  Reintroduction to Technology in Grades 9-12 and Introduction to Engineering in 

grades 10-12.  

For STEM: 2012/2013 

Art :     High Tech Seasonal Ornaments.   Steam Punk – “Dead Battery” Flashlights 

Middle School After-School Program:  The Birds and the Bots 

History:  Rosie the Riveter 16mm 



2013/2014 

Art: Digitizing Paintings – Where Does Reality Begin?  

Art, Literature, Technology (proposal): Transcendentalism 

Mathematics (proposals): – Non-Computational Pythagoras, Musical Instrument Mathematics, 

Plane Table Surveying – Can We Trust Math? (Systems of Equations) 

Science (proposal): – Electroplating (Chemistry), Quantifying Alternative Energy (Physics and 

Environmental Science), Where’s My iPad? (Forensics) 

History (Grade 8): China - Old World Technologies 

Maynard Leadership Team – Summer Workshop: The Nature and Evolution of Technology 

 

Spanish Immersion Program Update 

Ms. Gamboni is in her second year as the Kindergarten Immersion Teacher and for Ms. Reyes, 

this is her first year as the First Grade Immersion Teacher. For the Kindergarten class, they are 

concentrating on literacy, math, science and social studies.  The Immersion teachers are working 

on an Immersion Blog for parents.  Also, there is a special Spanish section in the Green Meadow 

Library.  Work continues with Mr. Mark at the Town library for summer reading.  They have a 

pen pal program with the Washington Elementary School in Redondo, California, where they are 

doing a monster project. 

 

AVC Quarterly Report 

Dr. Gerardi highlighted the Assabet Valley Quarterly Report to Member School Committees. 

This Collaborative provides our district with quality special education service options for our 

students who require it. 

 

Citizen’s Comments 

The members were questioned about school committee mandated training. This is a Mass. 

Association of School Committee sponsored training.  

 

Member’s Comments 

Mr. Estabrook left at 9:30 p.m. 

Mr. Kohlman had a website estimate from a  co-worker. 

Members emails on not on the website. 

Mr. Mullin reminded the Committee that the Hall of Fame Banquet was this Saturday. 

Reminder to Dr. Gerardi about the Assabet Hockey fee policy. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Kohlman to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 by roll call vote without the 

intent to return to open session.  2
nd

 my Mr. Mullin. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Colleen Moore 

Administrative Assistant to the 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 

 


