
 
 

MAYNARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

COOLIDGE SCHOOL 

JANUARY 16, 2014 
 
Present:  Amy Rebecca Gay, William Kohlman, Justin Hemm, Ken Estabrook, Ed Mullin 
Administrators:  Dr. Robert J. Gerardi, Superintendent, Peter DiCicco, Business Advisor, Donna 
Dankner, Green Meadow School Principal 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Minutes 
A motion was made by Mr. Kohlman to accept the minutes of December 19, 2013 as written. 2nd 
by Mr. Estabrook.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 
Chairman’s Report 
Dr. Gay asked that the Citizen’s Comments section of the meeting be limited to 2-3 minutes of 
discussion and if there were topics to discuss they should ask Dr. Gerardi to put the item on the 
agenda.  
 
Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Gerardi reported that a Fowler Science teacher and golf coach, Ms. Deb Roussell, has been 
nominated and selected to receive the Massachusetts Woman in Athletics Distinguished Service 
Award from the Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association (MIAA).   
 
Fowler teachers Mark Sinopoli and Terri Morrison have proposed to help the 5th grade teachers 
and students with math support.  Denise Nelson, Literacy Coach is working on building 
consistency and collaboration between the Green Meadow and Fowler faculty.  Also, Principal 
Mela and Assistant Principal Duff had a recent faculty meeting devoted to Peer Observations. 
The school has also made significant advances this year with a Critical Friends Group (CFG) 
Philosophy. 
 
Student Representative’s Report 
On January 10, 2014, Maynard High held its first "Maynard's Got Talent" talent show. The show 
was a major success with over 100 people attending the show in the auditorium. The show was 
run by Ms. Dowd, a technology teacher at Maynard High, and her six student officer members. 
The freshman class made a total of $500.00 towards their class fund. Additionally, there was a 
raffle that automatically entered people who came. Various prizes were generously donated by 
local businesses. These include a $50 gift card to River Rock, $25 to TC Lando's, $25 to Siam 
Village, and three different haircut packages at Porfino's. Pizza Express also provided pizza to all 
contestants and people helping. Jay Mannion took first place with his singing and playing of the 
song "Time of Your Life" by Greenday on guitar and was awarded $50 to the Blue Coyote. 
Second place was given to Caitlyn Fields, who sang Love Song by Sarah Barrelles and was 
awarded $40 to China Ruby. Third place was given to Alice Hathaway, who composed and 
performed an original piano piece, and was awarded a $25 gift card to Roasted Peppers. 
 



MHS will be hosting its first Foreign Exchange Student from Brazil! The new student will be 
paying tuition to the district and living with faculty member and High School chemistry teacher 
Mrs. Lerner. 
 
It has been a quiet return to school following the winter break, coupled with this week's mid-year 
exam schedule. The second term is drawing to an end smoothly, and the second semester 
beginning. 
 
MHS boys and girls sports are doing great and students always seem to be enthusiastic to work 
with the great coaches and players at Maynard High. 
 
Citizens Comments 
None 
 
Facilities Report 
Mr. Lefter, the Town Facilities Director, updated the School Committee on the District’s 
Facilities. The focus was on the new High School.  There are still a number if issues to be 
resolved including: The punch list is still on-going, there are systematic problems with the 
lighting system, heating problems and noisy fans are being looked at, some outside areas where 
rain runs off need to be re-pitched; there are erosion areas that need stone. There are storage 
needs, and more lockers are needed. The scoreboard in the gym is blocked from some viewing 
areas. 
 
At Green Meadow School the roof is being replaced this summer.  The Fowler School has a new 
boiler and there are some small leaks in the roof that are being addressed. Some trees around the 
perimeter of the school will need to be removed. 
 
Dr. Gerardi thanked Mr. Lefter  for his incredible work at the schools and in particular the new 
High School. 
Mr. Mullin stated that the coach’s room does not have a bathroom or a shower and this was not 
in the original plans. 
Mr. Kohlman asked to have the wooden benches in the front lobby of Fowler be looked at as the 
wood was separating. 
Dr. Gay asked what the long term capital needs were and if there is a schedule.  Mr. Lefter will 
follow up. 
 
Capital Projects Submissions 
The Capital project process in the Town is being reorganized and the existing capital planning 
committee has disbanded. The School Department has submitted three Capital Requests for 
FY15. 1.) The Fowler Playground; 2.) Reconstruction of the Field House at Alumni Field 
($130K); and a commercial lawn/garden tractor for the schools. We currently have one tractor 
for 30 acres of grass. ($12K). 
 
3rd Grade Study 
Members of the Advisory Committee in attendance: 
Ann Duddy, Renee Lilly, Zoe Lopresti, Linda Martucci Heinonen, Nancy Messina, Becky Weig 
Dr. Gerardi thanked this Committee for all their hard work and efforts.  



If the 3rd grade students were located at Fowler, they would not receive all of the additional 
services that the Federal Title I funding offers at Green Meadow.  This is because our Title I 
funds are targeted only to the Green Meadow School. That combined with the research on 
getting students to grade level by the end of third grade was the tipping point for Dr. Gerardi to 
make the recommendation to the School Committee that the 3rd grade class stay at Green 
Meadow. 

The Committee identified the parent and teacher opinions and concerns, financial implications 
and the academic pros and cons of relocating the third grade. They did a Q&A and a Survey and 
with all of this data showed an overwhelming public opinion to keep the 3rd grade at Green 
Meadow. 

A motion was made by Mr. Kohlman to not move the Third Grade to the Fowler School in the 
2014-2015 school year.  2nd Mr. Mullin.  Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Kohlman abstained. 

FY15 Budget Discussion 
The Budget Sub-Committee presented a budget discussion requesting feedback from the 
Committee before their meeting with the Finance Committee on January 27.  The items 
discussed were: Level Service Budget Submission, Salaries, Impact of Sequestration, Non-
Discretionary Items, Special Education Requirements/Needs, Pre-School Cost Avoidance, Out-
of-District Placements versus Increased Student Services Staffing, Circuit Breaker, Additional 
Revenue, Budget Trends 
 
Citizens Comments 
None 
 
Member Comments 
Mr. Estabrook said the 129 Parker ad hoc committee continues to meet. 
Mr. Mullin announced he will not be running for another term on School Committee 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Estabrook to adjourn the meeting at 10:10 p.m.by roll call vote 
without the intent to return to open session.  2nd by Mr. Kohlman. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Colleen Moore 
Administrative Assistant to the 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


