
MAYNARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

FOWLER SCHOOL LIBRARY 

MARCH 13, 2014 
 
Present:  Amy Rebecca Gay, William Kohlman, Justin Hemm, Ken Estabrook, Ed Mullin (7:10 
p.m.) 
Administrators:  Robert J. Gerardi, Jr., Superintendent, Peter DiCicco, Business Advisor 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Minutes 
A motion was made by Mr. Estabrook to accept the minutes of February 27, as written.  2nd by 
Mr. Kohlman.  . 
 
Chairman’s Report 
Dr. Gay made a presentation on the school budget and the deficit at the Board of Selectmen’s 
meeting last week. She thanked all the community members that came to the meeting.  
Chairman Chetwynd opened the floor for community members to speak and there was a strong 
voice of support from the Board. There was also a Town and School Leadership meeting last 
week. 
 
Dr. Gay met with Kate Hogan.  Some of the topics discussed were transportation funding, special 
education expenses, raising the foundation dollars and circuit breaker. 
 
Student Representative Report 
Tomorrow is March Madness! March Madness is a MHS tradition held on a half day in the gym 
that includes a: 
-Sack race, balloon pop, two students run towards each other and attempt to pop a balloon, suit 
case race, a student from each grade runs across the gym and dresses in as much clothing as 
possible then runs back, wheelbarrow race, basketball shoot out, tug of war, cake baking contest 
 
March 12, the Maynard Booster Club hosted the annual winter sports ceremony in the MHS 
auditorium to commend student athletes for their hard work and dedication. 
 
The Metro West Princess Boutique held an event this past Saturday at Marlborough High 
School. 
The event invited MHS students who cannot afford prom to attend and receive dresses, makeup, 
and accessories for free and was sponsored by the GFWC Marlborough Junior Woman's club. 
 
Best Buddies is selling T-shirts to fund raise for the autism awareness. T-shirts are $14.60 and 
the campaign ends on March 31. 
 
This week students are fund raising for the St. Patrick's Day Teacher Dress Up.  
 
Citizen’s Comments 
None 
 
FY15 Budget 
The committee reviewed the updated tally list to identify additional reductions that were realized 
since the last meeting. 
 
Consideration of eliminating all transportation beyond the state minimum was discussed. The 
district needs to prepare a Request For Proposal (RFP) as the present contract is expiring. 



 
This discussion was tabled to the March 27 meeting. 
 
 
Use of School Facilities- Admin Regulation #705.1 
The regulation and policy are similar to what other districts have in place.  The reason we are 
discussing this is that the application of the Superintendent’s waiver in the past may be deemed 
too lenient in the fiscally difficult times we are currently in.   
 
While waivers for many Maynard school related groups and organizations makes a lot of sense, 
the largest request for use of our facilities comes from the Boys and Girls Club of Assabet 
Valley.  The Assabet Valley Boys and Girls Club serve children from surrounding communities 
as well as Maynard.  While they do pay the custodial fee for the clean up, they have always had 
the fee waived which compensates the school district for wear, tear, and utility costs. 
 
After much discussion, the for-profit rental chart will be looked at again for the next meeting. 
 
Override Discussion 
The committee had different opinions on the subject of override. They agreed that they would 
like to know the process and what are the deadlines to move forward.  The committee would like 
the information emailed before the next meeting. 
 
Citizen’s Comments 
None 
 
Members Comments 
Mr. Kohlman’s daughter is doing a WPI semester abroad in Copenhagen working on an 
environmental project. 
Mr. Estabrook had his school committee nomination papers certified.  The 129 adhoc committee 
has finished.  The information will be on the town’s website. 
 
The meeting was adjourned to executive session by roll call vote at 9:20 p.m. without the intent 
to return to open session.   
.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Colleen Moore 
Administrative Assistant to the 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 
      

 


