
MAYNARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

FOWLER SCHOOL 

JANUARY 22, 2015 

 

 

Present:  William Kohlman, Amy Rebecca Gay, Justin Hemm, Jamal De Vita, Dawn Capello  

Administrators:  Dr. Robert J. Gerardi, Jr., Superintendent, Peter DiCicco, Business Advisor 

Chief Dubois, Maynard Police, Charles Caragianes, Donna Dankner 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:04 p.m. 

 

Minutes 

A motion was made by Ms. Capello to accept the executive session minutes of December 18, 

2014 with corrections. 2nd by Mr. De Vita. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Hemm to accept the minutes of January 8, 2015.  2nd by Ms. 

Capello. 

 

Chairman's Report 

Mr. Kohlman commended Chief Dubois for his quick actions on a recent student incident. 

 

Superintendent's Report 

Dr. Gerardi participated in three senior project reviews on January 22.  The topics were the 

graphic design industry, the effects of pay for play policies on student participation in athletic 

programs and orientation programs for foreign exchange students. 

 

Student Representative Report 

Conor McCarthy spoke about mid-terms this week. Janal Carr sent an email report about a 

foreign exchange student who had a column in the Beacon Villager Newspaper this week. 

 

Anabelle Dentino did an autism awareness project at a recent basketball game for her senior 

project. 

Maynard High School students participated in a mock trial at the concord court this week 

 

Citizen's Comments 

A Green Meadow parent presented to the committee the issue of head lice at Green Meadow and 

protocols around parent communication and education. 

  

A parent commented that there is a webinar on the DESE website on student restraint. 

 

Safety, Security and Communication 

Dr. Gerardi addressed the recent student threat and arrest on January 13.  Parent and community 

concerns around this event were discussed. He will work on getting information out to the entire 

school community in a timely manner. 



 

Fowler Playground 

Principal Mela submitted a grant application to the Capital Planning Committee (CPC) and asked 

for a letter of support from Dr. Gerardi  and a letter of support from the school committee. 

A motion was made by Dr. Gay to approve and send the letter of intent and application to the 

(CPC).  2nd by Ms. Capello. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

A representative of the CPC addressed the committee.  The CPC met on January 21 and made no 

decisions on any application.  They recognize that both the Green Meadow and Fowler 

playground projects are important.  They would like both projects to have a collaborative effort. 

 

FY16 Budget 

The budget subcommittee met on January 20.  They discussed the increased out-of-district 

placements in this year's budget and the impact on our budget submission.   

 

Also discussed was the up-coming resignation of the food service director. There was discussion 

around privatization of the food service program. The committee previously explored 

privatization and learned there are several levels of privatization. 

1.  Privatizing the food service management only (instead of hiring a food service director, hire a 

food service company to contract out the management and receive the benefits of a large 

corporation). 

2.  Privatize the management and most of the labor with the exception of the lead position at 

each building to improve the transition of the program. 

3.  Full privatization which would replace all staff and gain the highest potential financial 

benefit. 

The committee also added: 

4.  Privatization of management and current employees will be grandfathered in and then backfill 

employees through attrition. 

 

Policies 2nd Reading 

Policies #410 and #637 will be on the next agenda. 

a.  215    215.1     Public Complaints 

b.  231    231.1     Fundraising 

c.  311    311.1     School Transportation 

d.  331                  Admission Charges/Donations to School Sponsored Events  

e.  516                  Promotion and Retention of Students 

f.  562    562.1 .2  Student Activities/User Fees 

g.  646   646.1      School-Based Public Access Automated External  Defibrillation Program 

h.  707   707.1      Display of Advertising Signs at Alumni Field by 

                   Commercial and Non-commercial Organizations 

A motion was made by Mr. Hemm to approve the above listed policies.  2nd by Dr. De Vita. 

Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Citizen's Comments 

There was discussion around the Green Meadow playground.  There is also a traffic study being 

planned at Green Meadow. 



The traffic study should be included in the playground plans. 

The committee will further discuss at the next meeting. 

 

Members Comments/Questions 

Mr. Kohlman inquired about the greenhouse structure that was proposed two years ago, and how 

does that relate to the playground. 

 

A motion was made by Dr. Gay to adjourn the meeting without the intent to return to open 

session at 9:23 p.m.  2nd by Mr. Hemm.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Colleen Moore 

Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent 


