
MAYNARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

FOWLER SCHOOL LIBRARY 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2015 
 

Present: Dawn Capello, Justin Hemm, Jamal De Vita, Mary Mertsch, Bethlyn Houlihan  

Administrators:  Robert J. Gerardi, Jr., Superintendent; Peter DiCicco, Business Advisor 

Jennifer Gaudet, Curriculum Director 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Minutes 

A motion was made by Dr. De Vita to accept the minutes of August 27, 2015 as written.  2nd by 

Mr. Hemm.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Chairman's Report 

Ms. Capello asked the committee if they could start the meeting of September 24 at 6:30 p.m. for 

an executive session. 

 

Superintendent's Report 

Dr. Gerardi reported a successful opening to the school year despite heat being a problem. 

Dr. Gerardi asked that the policy sub-committee to re-look at High School Attendance and the 

Foreign Exchange Policies. 

Also, the curriculum sub-committee will meet and discuss the new Latin curriculum. 

Ms. Capello has already reached out the Finance Committee for their first quarterly meeting.  

Dr. Gerardi informed the committee that he would like to offer a mini iPad giveaway again this 

year to encourage parents to sign up for free or reduced lunch. 

The Food Service Program is off to a good start offering more selections and the quality of food 

is great. 

Dr. Gerardi reported that five days before school started the Technology Teacher at the Fowler 

School resigned. A team met to discuss the future of this position and decided that a Computer 

Science Teacher should replace this position.  With this change, Fowler could start Computer 

Science in grade 4.  Mr. Sinopoli, the Grade 7 Math teacher, has applied for this position. 

 

Citizens Comment's 

Mrs. Duddy said that canned fruit and sugared cereal were offered at the elementary school and 

hoped that would change with the new food service. 

 

Curriculum Update 

Jennifer Gaudet, Curriculum Director, reported on the three days of professional development 

that the district had before the start of school. 

-  Green Meadow staff trained on a nature-based program partnered with the Audubon Society. 

-  The Fowler School had discipline based professional development. They looked at Go Math, 

Literacy and the district unified arts met looking at common assessments. 

-  The High School meetings met on applications in chrome book,  iPads and colleagues shared 

best practices. 



 

- The K-12 science program is being revamped. 

-  There will be an update at the next meeting on the CH74 WAVM study. 

-  Mrs. Gaudet will host a book talk at the MHS library on September 30 from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

 

Citizen's Comments 

None 

 

Member Comment's 

De. De Vita is looking forward to seeing Mr. Sinopoli  in his new computer science position. 

Mr. Hemm feels our school will more competitive with the new computer science position. 

Mrs. Houlihan is excited about the nature-based education programs. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Hemm to adjourn the meeting by roll call vote at 7:34 p.m. without 

the intent to return to open session.  Second by Dr. De Vita. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Colleen Moore 

Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent 

 

 

 

 

 


