
MAYNARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

FOWLER SCHOOL LIBRARY 

JUNE 9, 2016 

 

Present: Dawn Capello (Absent), Justin Hemm, Jamal De Vita, Mary Mertsch, Bethlyn Houlihan  

Administrators:  Robert J. Gerardi, Jr., Superintendent; Peter DiCicco, Business Advisor, 

Jennifer Gaudet, Curriculum Director 

 

Mr. Hemm called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Minutes 

A motion was made by Ms. Mertsch to accept the minutes of May 26, 2016. 2nd by Dr. De Vita. 

Motion passed 3-0. 

 

Chairman's Report 

Mr. Hemm reported on the recent Green Meadow concerts. 

 

Superintendent's Report 

De. Gerardi attended end of year celebrations in Mrs. Smart's class and Mrs. Messina's classes. 

He applauded all educators that go above and beyond every day in the classrooms. 

The Girl Scouts completed their gaga pit project at the Fowler School 

On June 2, Dr. Gerardi attended a Book Launch and Reception on Fifteen Letters in Education in 

Singapore by Fernando Reimers in Boston. There was a presentation by education students from 

Wheelock College.  There is a potential partnership with Wheelock to send students to Maynard 

as teacher interns. 

Dr. Gerardi updated the committee on the Director of Student Services position. There will be 

another round of interviews on June 21. 

 

Student Representative  Report 

Janal Carr reported that the end of the school year is approaching and the seniors class is out and 

they will graduate this weekend. As part of their senior week the attended a Red Sox Game, a 

harbor cruise,  six flags and they had a senior awards night. Finals week is coming up. Boys and 

girls state at Stonehill College next week sponsored by the American Legion in Maynard. 

Cuba Trip 

Students who attended the Cuba trip during April vacation, presented a slide show to the school 

committee.   

- 16 students went to Cuba.  The trip was 10 days long in they were in Cuba for 8 full days. 

- Maynard was one of three groups who went. Belchertown and Chicago also went.  



- They were able to spend some time in Miami at the Wynwood Walls to see the urban graffiti 

before going to Cuba. 

- Once in Havana, they visited community projects, saw many community performers. There 

were old cars everywhere. A lot are used as taxis.  Most of the people walk. 

- Saw Ernest Hemingway's house. Welcome cocktails everywhere. Amazing coffee.  The trip 

was set up by the Cuba Government and they had a set schedule. 

- Went by the cigar factory but could not go in. A sugar cane museum and played baseball with a 

Cuban team. 

They all had a wonderful time and can't wait to someday go back. 

 

Citizens Comments 

None 

 

Policies 1st Reading 

#113  Executive session 

#519  Student scholarships  

2
nd

 on 23
rd 

 

Mass Bay Dual Enrollment 

Ms. Gaudet updated on the Dual Enrollment agreement with Maynard Public Schools.  We are 

having continuing conversation with them and LaSalle College. 

Currently, Maynard Public Schools has been able to cover the cost of the courses, which have 

maintained at $3200 per course.  Unfortunately, the costs at Mass Bay have risen and in order to 

keep this program solvent they are asking to raise the cost to $6,000 per course.  For comparison, 

the cost for our Lasell Program will be $10,000 per course, which is equivalent to the cost of a 

Framingham State Dual Enrollment program.  We are working on a pathway that would allow 

between two and three courses per semester, focusing on a business and communications 

pathway.  Lisa Slavin, Assistant Vice President for Enrollment Management presented to the 

high school students on Wednesday and will be coming to a future meeting discuss the concept 

of our new agreement and how our relationship will move forward. 

Ms. Gaudet will also look into how the Dual Enrollment is offered to students. 

 

Mr. Hemm asked if it is possible to have offerings as inclusive part of the course of studies.  

Ms. Gaudet stated that  once we have an agreement, we can offer dual enrollment of part of 

program of studies. We cannot do it during the school day right now. 

 

Citizen's Comments 

Ms. Duddy complemented Ms. Docheff on three concerts and two open kindergarten concerts 

this past week. 

 



Member's Comments 

None 

 

A motion was made by Dr. DeVita to adjourn the meeting by roll call vote at 7:53 p.m. without 

the intent to return to open session.  Second by Ms. Houlihan. Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Colleen Moore 

Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent 

 

 

 

 


