
It doesn’t always feel like it in February, but our days are starting to get longer, 
winter is slowly receding, and spring is just around the corner. Parents and 
Guardians, please ask yourself these questions: does my child have a consistent 
and decent bedtime, limits on use of their cell phone, time away from playing 
video games, or requirements for cleaning up the kitchen after dinner? During car 
rides, at a dentist office, or waiting in line, is my child allowed to pause, be bored, 
or even enter into a verbal discussion, or do they immediately get out an 
electronic entertainment center? And how about you? Part of the challenge of 
parenting, teaching, and mentoring this newest generation is the immediate and
false gratification that life is now providing from all angles. This can lead to 
significant struggles listening and engaging others in meaningful ways, which 
translates to struggles in school. I’ve shared this before, but the following article 
really hit home on electronic device time, and the dangers it brings to the young 
brain. Two key takeaways for me were “Setting Limits” and “Delayed 
Gratification.” We kicked off this semester with an all-school assembly where I 
challenged our 6th, 7th and 8th graders to do just that, set limits on video games, 
social media, and text notifications. Take a few minutes and read the article, set 
some family expectations from the Train Their Brain pointers at the end, for 
“Sometimes you will never know the value of a moment until it becomes a 
memory.” - Dr. Seuss Why are Kids Impatient?

More Info Below
Page 3 - A portfolio of recent talent and life at GMS
Page 4 - “Guide to GMS Dance Attire,” what to wear at GMS dances (Spring 
Dance is planned for April 28th, 7:00 pm)
*Take this year’s 5Essentials Parent Survey, we really appreciate your feedback

Nathan O’Dell
Principal, Geneseo Middle School
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Important Dates

View our online school calendar here.

February 3rd
❏ Rehearse-a-thon 4-9 pm

February 17th
❏ 11:40 am Dismissal, Half-day Teacher 

Institute

February 20th
❏ No School, President’s Day

February 25th
❏ Solo & Ensemble Recital @ GHS
❏ Wrestling Regionals @ RI High School

March 4th
❏ Solo & Ensemble Contest @ UT
❏ Wrestling Sectionals @ DeKalb

March 9th
❏ School Board Meeting, 5:00 pm

March 10th
❏ End of 3rd Quarter
❏ No School, Teacher Institute

March 14th
❏ MS/HS PTA Meeting, @ Geneseo Middle 

School, 5:00 pm

March 20th - March 24th
❏ No School, Spring Break

March 27th - March 31st
❏ IL Assessment of Readiness testing

Geneseo Middle School
February - March 2023

Principal’s Message

GMS Live Feed

http://deeprootsathome.com/kids-friendless-bored-impatient/
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/xmNK0yJQWIwd4ltIJH_Kbg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlsSlJP0QpaHR0cHM6Ly9zdXJ2ZXkuNS1lc3NlbnRpYWxzLm9yZy9JbGxpbm9pcy9XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmPIyfXPYxfn1NxSGW5vZGVsbEBnZW5lc2Vvc2Nob29scy5vcmdYBAAAAAE~
https://www.geneseoschools.org/o/ms/events
https://www.geneseoschools.org/o/ms
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From the GMS Staff #BeLEAF
● If you haven’t downloaded the Geneseo Schools free mobile app, click here and do so today, it’s super easy!

● Winter Season Tips and Info:
○ Prepare your child by dressing warm and wearing a coat, hat and gloves (morning and lunch recess is outside if it 

feels like 10 degrees or warmer).
○ “Skylert” is used for event and school delays/cancellations, make sure your notification preferences in Family 

Access are checked to receive messages.
○ Click here for our School Nurse website for info on your child’s health. February Note: Students absent for 4 or 

more consecutive days need a doctor’s note to return to school, and for the absences to be excused.

● On the Same Page has officially kicked off our annual community book read with “Property of the Rebel Librarian.” The 
OSP team has created this video for you to learn more. Click here for pickup and dropoff book locations. 

● We want to give one more shout out to Student Senate and Builders Club for some incredible Christmas and Winter 
Clothing and Toy Drives. The GMS and Geneseo Community donated 1,779 warm clothing items, and thousands more 
toys and gifts, to families and friends in need this past month. #ServiceAboveSelf

● Thanks to a grant from the Geneseo Education Foundation (GEF), our Intro to Spanish students are learning a new 
language with board games directly from Spain. They are deciphering directions, explaining tasks, and practicing speech 
through this familiar and fun avenue of learning. 

Geneseo Middle School News

GMS Live Feed

GMS Student Spotlight

We have some truly incredible young leaders at GMS. This year we 
began a program titled “Student Workshop” that pairs young leaders 
with some of their peers who struggle with organization, focus, and 
completion of work. These leaders volunteer during their ASAP 8th 

period every day to tutor others, demonstrating real
Service Humility and Respect! 
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https://www.geneseoschools.org/article/892910
https://sites.google.com/geneseoschools.org/schoolhealth-geneseocusd228/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RHMjUjtEJE0
https://gcsdstaff.org/onthesamepage/
https://www.geneseoschools.org/o/ms
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